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PREB^ACB. 



Tns record! of an earnest and laborioni life, nearij half 
a centurj of which wan spent in the religions interett! of 
the Germans in Pennsjlvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and 
Virginia— a life, too, belonging entirely to the last cen- 
tnry, including what may lie called the formative |)eriod 
in Cbureh and State, and extending through the |»erils of 
our country's two tediouH wars — can hardly fail to possesi 
some interest to all who are wont to coiumuiie with the 
past. 

ISy the uiiniMters and meinliers of the Genuan llcToriiicd 
Church imrticulurly, the life and lalMirii of Ukv. Miciiakl 
8<:iii^TTett must ever he held in grateful renicnihrauce ; 
and an endeavor to revive the Ktory of hi^i toiU and Kacri- 
fiecH in the proper and permanent organization of the 
infant church in America, will no doubt meet their cordial 
approval. Should we have Muccecded in any degree to 
their natinfaction, we will lie glad of the result. 

It in now sixty •tiix years hince the Mihject of this memoir 
fell asleep, and thus long have the records of his life and 
labors lM*en exposed to the wasting, M'attering |H)wer of 
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time, and intenrening changes. Under these elrcom« 
stances it cannot be an easy labor to reproduce a life, the 
scenes of whose activities lie entirely in the last century. 
We cannot, therefore, hope that oar work is free from 
errors ; yet, the notes will show that we have endeavored 
to go to the sources, and we hope will give the reader 
confidence in the authenticity of our statements. 

We believe it will appear — for we have sought to bo 
careful on this point — that we have not made a hero of 
the subject of our memoir. We have not consciously 
indulged either in inflated eulogy on Mr. Schlatter, or in 
sounding glorification of the Ocnnan llcfonned Church, in 
whoso iutercats he labored. Desirous of pnrt^uing the ways 
of better taste and better morals, it was always our aim to 
state history, not to make it, and in simplicity and godly 
sincerity to tell the tale as the records have told it to us. 

Though the sources and authorities are carefully indi- 
cated in the notes, and, in some cases, favors are also 
acknowledged, yet we desire here to express our thanks 
for important assistance rendered by J. D. Rupp, of 
Ilarrisburg ; John P. Watson, and Rev. II. Ilavcrstick, 
of Gcrmantown ; Samuel Hazard, Townscnd Ward, C. 
W. Carrigan, and Rev. Dr. Bombergcr, of Philadelphia ; 
Rev. Dr. T. W. De Witt, of New York ; Prof. T. C. 
Porter, Prof. AV. M. Ncvin, and Mr. Wittcnweilcr, of 
Franklin and Marshall College, Lancaster ; Rev. J. G. 
Wolf, of Woodstock, Virginia; J. S. Dubbs, A. B., of 
Lehigh County; Lewis M. Ilarbaugh, of Ilagcrstown, 
M«l. ; Alfred Snyder, Esq., of Manayunk, Pa.; Rev. E. 



PREFACE. Vll 

L. Schwartz, of Boston, Mass. ; Rcr. Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
of Amwcll, N. J. ; Rev. J. O. Miller, and J. L. Maver, 
of York, Pa. ; Rev. A. llelfcDstcin, of New lIoHand ; 
Rev. W. M. Ranm, of Rurron HCl, Pa.; and Rer. J. 

Glinz, Qcnnan Reformed I'astor in St. Gall, Switzerland. 
May this volume be Mist to the Church for wliich 
Schlatter labored. The Lord continue to render fruitful 
this vine which his own ri«:ht hand has planted on these 
wcjitern chores, and cause it to send out its l>oujrbs uiilo 
the Hca, and its brai;rhes unto the rivers. Mav the con- 
pr(';^ations whirh here find how tendcrlv they were nursed 
in their infancy, now that they arc fctroiijr, not cease to 
bless God for His goodness which has been ever of old; 
and Thou, ever blessed Head of the Church — who, before 
wc or our fathers were bom, didst furnish us in her bosom 
80 firm a refuse, ai»d so gweet a rest, — let the petiple 
)>raisc Thee, O Lord Jesus, let all the people praise 
Tlice. 

H. U. 

Laxcastei, Pa., April, lt(57. 
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INTRODUCTION. 



<* Wer Aus b1o8xer Xaebahmungiitsueht, ans Eitelkeit, aiis8eliwlebe» 
seine Nationalitat opfert, dcr etclit auch in Gcfahr, seiaen Glaubett 
und neino Religion xn opfern."— IlAr.cxBAcn. 

** We liave heard with onr earn, O Go<I, our fathers haTe told nx^ 
what woric thon didst in thoir days in the tlmcfl of old. How thon 
diJnt drive out the lioathen with thy hund, and plante^l«t them. 
F(»r thcj f^ot not the land in por<«(o»ion hy their own fiwonl, neither 
did their own arm nave them; Lut thy rl;;ht hand, and thine arm, 
and the light of thy countenance, bccauite thou badbt a faTor onto 
them/' 

To forget the past is to forgot onr mercies, and 
to forget our mercies is to forget Cod. Tlie tree 
must ever draw life from its roots ; the strength of 
a stream must ever bo re[)Ionii<Iied from its fountains: 
60 is the nation and the chureli, in the divine order, 
ever dei»endent for vitality and vigor on its past 
history. The trials and triumphs of the past arc 
as promises to stimulate us in the present, and as 
pledges to give us hope and courage for the future. 

For a time the sayings and doings of our ances- 
tors may be left to the jircservation of a grateful 
remembrance, and to the unrecorded traditions 
^vhich parents hand down to their children. lU\t 
such traditions soon grow dim and uncertain, and 

2 (xiiV 
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at last vanish away. As the sotting snn leaves first 
A glory, then a twilight, and at last darkness : so 
the deeds of the past, as they sink beyond our per- 
sonal reeolleotiony are firnt bright, then dirnt and 
tlien gone!— and, too late, we mourn thot wo liuvo 
no picture of the fudcd beauty. Our parents relate 
to us stories of the days of our grand-i»arentrt ; but 
our grand-parents tlieinsolves are gone, and tell us 
no more what was before them. 

This is our case as a church in America. The 
grand-parents are gone, tlio fatliors are going, the 
hiHtory of their toiU and achievements is beginning 
to swim in hair-uncertain twilight, and there is but 
barely time to h'cord the dc»ings of thiir life's day 
before the oblivious ni;(ht nets in, when records 
and traditions will no more recogniMo one another. 

The social and religious life among the (iermaiis 
of Pennsylvania and neighboring StatCH, one hun- 
dred years ago, was peculiar to itself, and its history 
has its own charm. A retiring and rural people, 
were our forefatherfl. Isolated to a great extent 
from others by language, social habits, religion, 
and even the character of their secular pursuits, 
they dwelt in the fertile and friendly valleys of 
Pennsylvania, New Jersey, Maryland, and Virginia, 
ambitious only for the quiet ways of peace and love. 
It cannot be uninteresting even to strangers, and 
certainly not to their own children, to bo prcHcnted 
with a picture, even though it nniy be vc^ry imper- 
fect, of the social and religiouM features of the olden 
timu among the (JennauH. Kuch a ]»ieturo mu^'t 
come Ibrward in the lifu and labors of a man like 
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Kcv. Michael Schlatter, who earnestly identified 
himself with their highct^t educational and reIi<^ious 
iiitercHtH for tlic epace of more than forty years, and 
that during the moht iiitere.Htin<c and eventful poricHi 
of (Mir count ry'M civil and cccleniu.Kticai history. 

•* Wo want a hiMtory of fire.<*idiH/' ^aid ^Veh^tcr| 
truly. General hi.st<»ry may he compared to the 
Table of (/ontiiits of u hook containing a charming 
gtory; local and particularhiMory to the hook itself. 
General liiHtory \n as if one should take ma to nonio 
emincnc4», and »«how um tho widtt landM*npo, with 
mountains, \all('yi«, wo(mN, and iUHf*^ all wrll-do* 
lined, hut cold aM if carved in mat hit?: uhil.'t loial 
hiHtory in tin an a<'tual rarnhle on the-c mountains, 
thniugh there valleVH, tields orid ^loocl^, eoming in 
Kight of Hinging hirdn, hilvery ca^radi**) and rilN| 
green meadow.*, hlocmiing flowers, waving fields 
and all tho details of life, heauty, and joy, which 
no general observation can di.<cern. A tnie hi.-tory 
of Pennsylvania would be one that would clufrtcr, 
not around its eivil machinery, its council record.^ 
its battle-lields and fort.s, its public ofliecrs and 
Fehcmes of State policy, hut one which would 
thread on its nii/ious historv, follow its cliurches 
as they rose in one valley and ficttlement after an- 
other, the pioneerings of its early pastors, and tho 
general pro^rress of piety and purity in its families. 
There is not a valley in the State whoso history 
is not prevailingly hound up with its venerable 
cliurebes, and welMilled gravcyaidj^. These were 
not only the fnvt prominent, naered, and venerated 
places in the early hettK'ments, hut have always 
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been the centres to which the deepest and most 
earnest thoughts of men have tended, and from 
which have gone out those moulding influences 
which have made individual^i families, valleys, and 
the State itself, us wealthy, worthy, and peaceful, 
as they are* In such a history, German settle- 
ments, German valleys, German churches, German 
pastors, and German life, would cover many inte- 
resting pages. 

That the German element in I'cnnsylvania his- 
tory lias not been brought out in its due proportion, 
is too apparent to need any proof. Of this, per« 
hapi^, we ought not to complain. Whether it is a 
fault arising from tardiness, or a virtue springing 
from a retired modesty, or something of both, it is 
nevertheless true, that the Germans arc devotedly 
willing to bear the timber and build the scatfolding, 
60 that others may erect their tenjplcs of honor, 
and then as patiently submit to being cost aisido 
because needed no more. Jiut wlu*ther thoy are to 
have crudit for the good, or blame for the evil, 
which from them has been infuned into our JVnn- 
sylvania nationality, the fact that (lumian lil'u is 
the moulding power in tliu life of our State, will bo 
seen in its spirit iov ages to come. 

The phrase **(iernian JVnnnylvaniu*' is tradi- 
tionally abroad, and will last an long as the phrase 
" Yankee New Kngland." This proverb, like the 
fabled wandering Jew, will travel tlie earth as a 
testimony, whatever historians may write in books. 
Whether they will claim it, or whether others will 
allow it, the Germans have turned Penn's woods 



INTUODCCTIOX. XXUl 

into fruitful ficKU — and tbcir blood u the bearer 
of the inmost life of the State. The Indians are 
pine, but their nanioii are 8tiII uttered in our heur- 
iug by the Hounding niountaini*, the rourin;^ rivers, 
and the Hoik*r murmur of the gentler streams. 
Thene are their monuments that will tell of the 
ancient peojile forever. So the Germans may 
vanish, their language may bo forgotten, their 
luihitH intiiroved into \^hat is worse, and their 
records fade from the historic page ; but German 
names will stick fast to (jcrman town.^ counties 
townships, valleys, htrcams, and hills, till earth and 
heaven themselves are changed. Then, too, 
German family names will ttU the tale. L^iok 
over the State and beyond it, and is not their name 
Legion, for they arc many. These, it is true, may 
be changed, — the Shibboleth may be turned into 
Sibboleth, by such as "cannot frame to pronounce 
it light,*' yet the man of quaint and curious lore 
will always be able to trace them through their 
transmigrations, and demonstrate that in the begin- 
ning th(ty were not ho. Ah there is u power behind 
thnHicH, HO tlM're are monuments back (»f history; 
ixuil what historians bury, antiquarians will dig 
out — and they will hhow to the ages to come, who 
Were the ancient people that reigned in the land. 

The extent to which the social spirit of J*cnnsNil- 
vaniu lias been moulded by a German element, is 
worthy of all grateful consideration. Moreover, 
wonderful is it, how certain peculiarities have ad- 
hered to tho (icrman character through nearly a 
score of centuries, and still a]»pear as prominent 
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traits, notwithstanding a11 tho moilifications which 
German lifo hos undergone in America ! Like all 
other nations, the}' have their faults and follies. 
Whatever nation that be which is without these, 
from it shall he come forth who shall stone thenv 
for their Gennan sin?. Neither by our religion, 
nor by the lessons of our parents, have we been 
taught to reproach our ancestor?', or set forth their 
faults before the world. Of their virtues it is pious 
to speak, and where these prevail, they must form 
tho web upon which history will weave its Ktory. 

Kven as heathen, the ancient (jcrmans were 
noble — nobler and purer than any heathen around 
them. They were Htcrn and steadfast in their prin- 
ciples, dignilied in their deportment, just and true 
in their practices. ''An aboriginal, pure, and 
unmixed people; they resembled themselves alone." 
Even their physical characteristics were strikingly 
peculiar, and have been wonderfully perpetuated 
in the German family. To see tho truth of this 
remark, it is only necessary to compare the Ger- 
mans of Pennsylvania with the description which 
Kohlraush gives of the ancient Germans. "Their 
chest was wide and strong; their powerful gigantic 
bodies, which the Romans and Gauls could not 
behold without fear, displayed the strength that 
nature had given to this i»w>ple." Josophus also 
refers to them as "tall and strong." Even from 
infancy, they grew up hardy and solid. "The 
efleminate nations," says one, "who with difliculty 
reared their children during their earliest infancy, 
wondered how those Germans, without cradles or 
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swadiHing-banils, should grow up to the very fullest 
bloom of health." They used every nieauD in their 
power to keep alive the energies of boJy and soul. 
Idleness was one of the greatest crimes known 
among them. "Whilst they hung the coward, they 
drowned the lazy drone, as being a meaner death ! 

That this physical energy lias come down as the 
inheritance of the (Jlermans, all know who are 
acquainted with this hardy race. From a source 
where uo waq»ing prejudice can he huspccted, we 
have lately heard tluse words in relation to the 
(i4Trnans of renuhylvania: **They understand, or 
if they do not niiderfstatid, they oh-erve tlie laws 
of lieahh better than even the rural population of 
Massachusetts ; and the result is that they are really 
the linest race of men, physically, to be found 
within the borders of the United States. There is 
no where, in all Amenca, an agricultural population, 
the members of which personally till the soil, that 
has 8ucli thews and sinews, such a healthy develop- 
ment, or such generally prolonged life."* 

There is that which is better than physical 
strength, and tine, healthy, bodily stamina and 
develo[unent. Yet as material resources, mountains 
with bowels of iron, valleys with strength of sc»il to 
cover themselves with waving harvests, are neces- 
sary to a nation's greatness and glory, so are sound 
bodies required for vigorous souls. While the 
Germans are generally deficient in the preci.-seness, 
comprehensiveness, an<l scientific polish of book* 
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. learning, they are rich in native talent, vigorouis 
common sense, and correct practical knowledge. 
If ignorance is to bo asHociated with oocial, moral, 
and religious degradation— if thcRO are its fruits-^ 
then we appeal to all who know, whether that kind 
of ignorance is a prevailing feature in the German 
life of Pennsylvania? We say unhesitatingly that 
the uncorrupted German spirit is characterized by 
social purity, moral elevation, and a wonderful in- 
stinctive correctness in regard to the principles and 
requirements of Christianity. It has yet to bo 
shown that the more showy by-rote intelligenco 
which is transferred from tongue to tongue, with 
little exercise of the thinking powers, is either more 
respectable or more valuable for even the higher 
purposes of life, than that modest, native sense, 
M'hich is of slow and silent growth, embodying 
itself in sound, well-tried maxims, and more ambi- . 
tious to find its own right way, than to shine upon 
the path of others. There is a kind of intelligenco 
which speaks moro than it thinkis, and the mind is 
rather inflated by what has been thought by others, 
than strengthened by what it has thought itself. 
Tho gold that shines around the finished jewel, 
though it dazzles the eye, is often less pure and 
valuable than that which only modestly gleams in 
the ore; so tho intelligence of outward polish is 
i often a mere covering of tho surface, that deceives 

I only the supcriiciul. Who has not had occasion to 

I notice that German Christians, in tho rural coiiirre- 

I gallons, lay hold upon religious truth with an 

I earnest grasp, such as is not found in towns and 
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cities, where there is far more of the parade and 
pretence of intelligence. Their habits of life Wins^ 
more quiet and meditative, they retain and <li,i;c'.<t 
that which with others makes hut a sui»crticial im- 
presnion, and is di»«))ersed amid the ha^ste and hurry 
of huniness. 

There is also that which is better than intelli- 
gence. To be good 13 greater than to be wise. 
Historians agree in awarding to the anciont (icr- 
mans a high moral character. Love of country, 
love of justice, honesty in dealing, submi^iMon to 
law and order, were, from the first, as they are still, 
prominent characteristics in theCicrman character. 
The expression, ** luuiest (i crman," has gone forth 
as a proverb, and its passport is acknowledged on 
the way. 

No virtue was more honored or more sacredly 
preserved among the Ciermnns than the queen of 
virtues — chastitv. '* There," navs Tacitus, "no 
one smiles at vice; and to seduce, or be se<luced, 
is not called fashionable: for among the (icrmans, 
good morals ellect more than elsewhere good 
laws.'* The same author tells us that the marriai^e 
union was regarded with the most sacred reverence; 
it was kept holy and inviolable until death; and an 
infringement of the matrimonial vow was accord- 
ing to his testimony, almost unhcanl c»f. They 
held that there was soniething almost divine in a 
virtuous woman; and they had a respect for the 
female character which almost amounted to vene- 
ration. That these virtues are honored and clier- 
ished in the German social life of l*cnnsylvania, is 
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known to all who arc informed on the subject; and 
>\ hero they do not appear prominent, it is an evi- 
dence that there a degeneration has taken place 
b}' foreign influence. 

A prominent feature in their social manners has 
always been hospitality. With the primitive Ger- 
man, ** to refuse a stranger, whoever he might be, 
admission to the house, would have been disgrace- 
ful. His table was free and oi>en to all, according 
to his means. If his provisions were exhausted, he 
who was but recently the host, would become the 
guide and conductor of his gU('st, and together they 
would enter, uninvited, the first best house. There 
also they were hospitably received." Timt this is 
still a feature in the social life of the Germann, is 
too well known to need any illustration. 

Calmness and deliberation, is also a ]»r<)mincnt 
trait in the Gcnnan character, which has conio 
down by inheritunee from the earliest ages. The 
ancient < jermans frequently held their counsels in 
connection with groat banquets, *^when thojoyouH* 
iiess of the feast and society opened the necrets of 
the breast. ]tut on the following day they reeon- 
sidered what had been discussed, so that they might 
view it coolly and dispassionately. They took 
counsel when they could not deceive, and took their 
resolution when fitted for quiet consideration." 
This deliberation has not yet been ^jtarted into 
hurry by all the cry of haste which rings around. 
The (icrman F^till decides calmly — thinks more of 
going surely than of going speedily, and firmly be- 
lieves that the race is not always to the swii't. 
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Such aro Romo of the ruling virtuos in tbc German 
life of Pennsylvania whicli have impresscJ them* 
selves deeply upon the character of the State, and 
which will continue to modifv, in a favorable wav, 
its f^cncral spirit for u long time to come. It is 
this that makes the study of German social and 
religious life in Pennsylvania interesting to the 
earnest and thoughtful ; and while it is not the 
direct aim of this vohime to bring out these features 
of the German character in a fonnal wav, vet wo 
hope to have drawn a picture in which thoy do 
come forward incidentally, and therefore more 
naturally and truly than would be the ca>e in a 
formal argumentative attempt. 

If till' (hrman eliincnt; in its l)caring upon the 
gi'ncral lite and spirit of the Stato, has bten too 
much overlooked, this has no less been the ca^e in 
rcLTanl to its nTiirious imitortanee, both as it reirards 
th(» litithcran and (lerman lieformed Coiift >.-ion«. 
Proud, ill bis history of JVnnsylvania, written be- 
t\ve*eii 177ti and 17^0, whilst he gives more or less 
enlarged deseiiptioiis of the small communions of 
the Mennonltes, Dunkards, Swenkftltlers, and 
others, but barely mentions the (lerman liefttrmed, 
though they were at the time numerous in the 
land; and then applies to them the narrow name 
of "(icrman Calvinists," which is not only a name 
they never bore in history, but which few would 
apply to them, (tordon, in his historyof IVniLsyl- 
vania, written in 1821>, says: "At the revolution, 
the Presbyterians, including the Dutch and German 
C*alvinistSy formed the most numerous sect in the 
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'proviiicot sovorol of tlio back countiof lioiiig cliiofly 
peopled by them." It would bo dtfUcult to put 
more confuBion into a eentenco of equal lenp^h. 
Hero wo Imvo, first, the PrcHbytorianH nnd (U»rman 
Keformed mndoono — then the German and J)utc*h 
Keformed as one — tlien the Dutch Kefornu'd located 
in Pennsylvania, where there were at that time few 
found — then, by im[>Iication, the German Ke* 
fonned are located prevailinp^ly in tho wcf^tern 
counties, where there were at that timo but few— - 
and, to crown all, they are nicknamed *^ German 
Calvinists." It seems, moreover, that this hi.^torian 
was of tho opinion that there was "nothing in a 
name," since he speaks later of tho "IJcformed 
Lutherans" — in which orif^inal mode of naming 
the German Keformed, tho irishop of New Jersey 
lias lately followed this historian, except that ho 
has so far improved on the title as to make it 
" Tho German Reformed Lutheran Church ! ** 
These arc but specimens— and they are fair ones — 
of what is continually written, and printed, and 
spoken, in the same blundering style. If a man 
writes scientifically about a worm, ho is bound to 
call it by its right name, and show that ho under- 
stands its habits and ways; if ho fails in this, ho 
justly incurs the censure of the scicntiric We ask 
only for an application of tlio Hifno rule in hi'^torical 
dealings with venerable and earnest ccclcHiaNlii'al 
ii)ov4>mentH among the (hrmans in America, which, 
whatever nniy bo men*H Judgments of their iiitrhiHie 
value or hintorical importance, are ncverlheleHM, to 
cay the least, of tnore account than nniny wotnis! 
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REV. JIICIIAEL SCIILAHER. 

CHAPTER I. 

fOIILATTEa*8 YOUTH. 

MxcnAiL HciiLATTKR U ilcfla^ndcMl from An old, 
wry worthyt and rcHpoctnlily rotated family of tit 
Oallt ill Hwitzcrlaiid. ruuliu KrliluttiTi liiii father, 
by profeHMion a hoiik'kvv\H% wan an upright and 
excellvht tnaii. Ih wa^ l/orti ikioUr H\h, ViH,\ in 
Ht (lall, whero ho lived till hin death, uhich 
oeenrrod «ltily 11th, ITIH. Iliti mother, a fr^xxl 
ii'Ofnati, ^vhdHO maiden name wan Ma;;dal<fna Zolli- 
kofer, aImo of Kt. Oall, wan born Aii^unt 10th, l<i!t% 
married to PauIuh Schlatter November 17th, 171«), 
and died January 24th, IT^iO. 

Paulus Schlatter, the father of Michael, had a 
brother, who was for some time Conreetor in the 
Gymnasium of his native town,' St. Gall, a learned 

I This f^ynnasium was fuundcd oo urbat wax tcfure the 
Cunvcnt of St. Catbarino, id 1508. 

(27) 
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and pioQS man. Ho was married to a daugbtor of 
the Rev. Christopher Stiihelin, from 1685 to 1710, 
Professor in the Gymnasium, and from 1710, np 
to the time of his death, 1727, Pastor in 8t. Gall ; 
also author of an excellent and well-known treatise 
on the Iliedelbcrg Catechism. This brother was 
also ^rand-child of ^* honorable and learned'* Dean 
Dartholomo Wagelin of Ht. TjuII, the author of 
numerous works, and of whom it is suid: *^Uo 
belonged to a family which has been for a long 
time, one of the most respectable and useful in his 
paternal town, and which in its blooming branches, 
still encourages the sweet hope that it will long 
continue to sustain this position."^ His maternal 
grand-mother was a daughter of the celebrated 
Zollikofer ; with which family, the father of Michael 
was also related by marriage. A son of I^aulus, 
named Christojiher, afterwards obtained consider- 
able celebrity as a minister in Holland, and was a 
bosom friend of Michael in his youth. It was no 
doubt through the friendship and influence of this 
cousin, that he was brought to spend a number of 
his early years in that country ; which led also at 
length, in the providence of (Jod, to his becoming 
a missionary to the Xcw World, 

These facts are of account, as showing us the 
social antecedents and youthful surroundings of 
bim, the story of whose life we have undertaken 
to relate. 

We know full well that a titled ancestiy, when 

■ Freseoii Paitoral SammluDgen, Part viil. p. 402. 



8CHLATTEB*8 YOUTH. 29 

it 18 only of this world, is a vanity instead of a 
virtue ; but it is not so with honored piety. A line 
of pious aneestry has a bles.sin«]^ for those who are 
found in it. The covenant and the promises — yoa^ 
even the law also — have mercy for children, and 
children's children, of such ns keep His covenant, 
0nd remember His commandments, to do them. 
There is true scriptural ground for the poet's holy 
exultation : 

" My Ifoant is not that I derive mj birth 
From loini enthroned, and rulcm of the earth ; 
But hij;her far my proud prctenftiont rise, 
Tlie ton of parents passed into the skies V* 

Michael Schlatter was bom in St. Gall — at that 
time one of the largest towns in Switzerland, lying 
beautifully between two mountains, and on the 
bank of the Steinaeh — on the 14th of July, in 
the year of our Lord, 1710; I>Iest with pious 
parents, he was early devoted to God, in the cove- 
nant and grace of holy baptism. I*cing the first 
child of his parents he was an object of Fpeeial 
tenderness and solicitude during bin infantile years. 
Ills early powers of mind and heart were nurtured 
and unfolded, not only in the bosom of a christian 
family, but also in the society of a circle of intelli- 
gent and pious relatives, and in the religious 
atmosphere of a congregation blest at the time 
with such an excellent religious spirit as God always 
inspires under the faithful ministry of such men as 
the devoted Stiihelin. 

The parochial schools, and the Gymnasium of St 
Gall, in which his excellent uncle was one of the 
8* 
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Professore, was no doubt animated by the same 
decidedly religioas life. Spending hi« boyhood 
and youth in the midst of such social, literary, and 
religious advantages all combined, his spirit re- 
ceived a strong and happy bias in the right direction 
from his earliest years* Good seed sown in the 
heart in early life reraaineth, and though the world's 
desolating winter should afterward seem to blight ' 
and blast what has commenced growing, yet will 
it live, and in due time ripen into a glorious har\'C8t. 
Early religious impres^^ions in the heart are true 
prophets, unceasingly foretelling of good to come, 
and urging toward it. 

Having arrived at the proper age, which, accord- 
ing to the good old Reformed order, was as early 
as the fourteenth year — in his case, it seems to have 
been even earlier — he was admitted to Confirmation, 
and a full communion with the Church in the 
participation of the Holy Supper. At this time 
also, he had already passed through the Gymnasium 
of his native town, which, however, at that time 
afforded but limited advantages, lie was now 
placed underthe instruction of Professor Waegel in.* 
lie had not long been under this good man's care, 
when he became restless ; looking longingly toward 
the horizon, his spirit began to feel the stirrings 
of a strong desire to go forth into the wide, wide 

' " LebcDS beschreibungen SUmmtticher EvaDgelischcn Gcist 
liechen von dcr Ucfurmation an ;" io the Library of St. Gall. 
Extracts from this work, and otbor valuable facts pcrtainin;; to 
Mr. Schlatter's early life, have been kindly furnished us by 
Rev. J. GliDz, Reformed Pastor in St. Gall. 
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^•orld— -a roving npirit which followed him more 
or leas through life, and when properlj* restrained 
by a niaturer judgment, became an element in his 
nature, ivhich fitted him for his future pioneering 
work. At this time, however, this disposition 
became a snare to him, entangling him in a course 
of conduct not to be justified. lie left St. Gall 
without the knowledge of his parents, and went to 
Holland to visit some relatives residing there. 

After having spent a short time with his friend.*, 
he went to Ilehnstadt, in the Duchy Krunswick, 
in north-western Germany, where there was a 
University at the, time. How long he remained 
there is not known ; it was, however, but a brief 
period. From this place he went farther, with a 
travelling companion, named Uuemer, of Berne, in 
Switzerland ; after which, he returned to his native 
town of St. Gall, where he placed himself again 
under the tuition of Professor Wagelin. This whole 
tour he made in a very short time, so that he could 
not have been detained long in any of the places 
he visited. After having studied yet some time 
with Professor AVaegclin, on the 10th of April, 173<J, 
lacking still a few days of being fourteen years of 
age, he was examined and accepted as a candidate 
for the holy ministry. 

Afterwards he went again to Holland, where he 
was employed for some time as a teacher. On this 
visit he seems to have spent a number of years in 
Holland ; but whether he was all that time employed 
in teaching does not appear. He seems to have 
been inducted fully into the holy office in Holland. 



I 
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Kctarning again to his native land, ho took a 
vicariate with, and under Deacon Brieli in Wigol- 
dingen, in the canton of ThurgaUi where he entered 
upon his dutie8, AugURt ITth, 1745. 

He remained hut a short time in this situation. 
Toward the close of the year 1745, he became 
Sabbath evening preacher in the church in Linte- 
buchl, a suburb of St. Gall. Tliis situation also, 
he occupied but a short time; for on the Uth of 
January, 174G, we find him again leaving his native 
town and country for Amsterdam, in Holland, where 
be ofiercd his services to tlie Kcvcrcnd Deputies of 
the Synod of South and Xorth Holland, for the 
service of the destitute churches in rennnylvania, 
which were at the time, and had been for some 
years before, calling for help. 

From these facts in his early life, it appears that 
young Schlatter was possessed of an active, some- 
what restless and roving disposition. Though these 
characteristics betrayed him into errors of conduct, 
an earnest survey of this i>eriod of his life must 
lead us to discover alike in the evil and the good, 
the stirrings of the spirit of an important inisHion, 
which realized itself in his future labors and success 
in the New World. 

In Holland, where he had sojourned for some 
years, intelligence concerning the religious desti- 
tutions among the Germans in America, was con- 
stantly received. From his own Switzerland also, 
many had gone to this distant land of promise, 
who, in letters to their friends, reported tlie great 
spiritual destitutions which existed in the land 
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of their adoption, and sij^hcd, in sad remembrance, 
after the pleasant sanctuary services, which, in 
former days, they had enjoyed in the shadow of 
their beloved Alpfl. It was this *^ sighing; of tho 
priKotiers/' that inclined the licart of young 
Hclihitter toward a forei<^n field, and induced him 
to seek a miHrtion to his brethren of the Ttefomied 
fuith in IV'iniHylvania, whose imploring petitions 
hud reached his car ucrosn the rolling Atlantic.^ 
On tho threshold of this nrL<^iiiion he now stands. 



' Ast famam do Pastorum in Pennsjlrania penuria audicnt, 
el in eztrancum Ministerium pronuii, ablo;;atu8 e^t. TV^/f'/MO- 
nialu by the Ikj^uttes at the llnjue, SrptesHUr IU//1, 1751. Sco 
FrcDcui'M Past. »SaDil. Part xii. p. oj4. 
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1746, 

It would not be correct to say that the object of 
Schlatter's mission into this country was to found 
or establish the German Reformed Church here. 
This can be Baid of bis mission only in a limited 
sense. The Church existed here before his arrivalf 
not only in germ, but also with something of a 
history. Ilis mission was rather to organize tlie 
already existing congregations, to unite them more 
closely with one another, and with tlie mother 
Church in the Fatlirrland, so that, by mutual co* 
operation, the infant Cliurch might ho nioro ilrnily 
CHtahliKhed, and more readily nupplied with Huch 
aid as it needed in its weak, scattered, and destitute 
condition. 

Moinhers of the (Jernmn Reformed Church began 

to emigrate to Pennsylvania soon ailter the Pro- 

vinco was confirmed to William Penn under the 

Great Seal, which important event took place on 

the 4th of March, 1G81. The news of great 

privileges opened up in this mild province of the 

New World was soon heard as good tidings along 

the Rhine and in the quiet valleys of Switzerland. 

As early as 1C84 or '85, a society, consisting, at 

first, of ten prominent gentlemen residing ut 

(34) 
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Frankfort, was formed, called tho ^* Frankfort 
Land Company/* the object of which was to send 
out settlers. They parchaeed large tracts of land ; 
5350 acres in German townships, now German- 
town, and 22,377 acres in Manatawny, in Berks 
county. Gradually, other lands . were also pur- 
chased by this company, and settlers and ecttic* 
ments of Germans followed. Though the very 
first Germans in Penn.sylvania, who settled at 
Germantown, wore Friend.-^, or Quakers, from 
CrcHheim, near Worms, in the Palatinate ; yet ^uch 
as were of other faith, boou followed, and among 
them, tho greatest number were families of Ke- 
formed. 

"Not long after the first settlement," says a 
venerublo document, ^Mnany of the oppressed 
inhubitants of (jcrmany, and particularly out of 
tho I'alatinate, and in the di^trictl4 of Xn^Hau, 
Wuldck, WifgcrMtcin, and WcttiTuii, emigrated 
to I Vunnylvania, with their wivcii and ehildreti, and 
tho protvodtf of the property which they had hoM, 
whether more or lens Among them arn Mennon- 
itcH, liUtheraiiM, and ]{<'formed, but at this time 
(1730,) tho Ueibrmed, holding to tho Old iMormed 
ConfeH.sion, constitute more than one halt* of tho 
whole number, being about fifteen thousand.'*' 

From this time forward, German emigrations 
continued and increased. IJctwcen 1700 and 174G, 
when Schlatter arrived, thousands came in, and 

I Uoport And iti»trurtionii lij the 8^'iiu<l of South Holland, 
mot At Brccia in July, 1730. Sco a Transbtiun bj Dr. I>cwitt, 
ID C'h. Intel. February l»t, lh'»o. 
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located in the different valleys of New Jersey^ 
Pennsylvania! Maryland, and Virginia. Even those 
Germans — many of whom were Reformed — who 
first went to England at the invitation of Queen 
Anne, and later emigrated into the Province of 
New York, afterwards, on account of bad treat- 
ment by the civil authorities, left, and came to 
l^onnsylvania, to swell the number of Keformcd 
already in the Province. 

Many of tlieso cinigrnnts were truly pious, and 
though not able to bring their ministerH, brought 
with them their cutochinms. Hymn books, and 
other devotional books, and in some cases, also 
pious schoolmasters. They formed congregations 
and schools; and where they had no ministers, 
sought to edify each other by singing, and listening 
to sermons and prayers read by the schoolmaster. 

In this way they sought to edify one another, 
and make up, as best they could, for the want of 
regular church ministrations. In various localities, 
germs of congregations were now beginning to 
show an infant growth, and in their healthy, 
though feeble life, to give promise of future good. 
A log church was built at Skippach, in 1720, and 
in many places throughout KaHtern and Southern 
Pcnnnylvania, soon after. Infant congregations, 
worshiiii»ing more or less i)ublicly, existed earlier. 
We find Kevcrcnds Doehm, Weiss, Pcehtcl, Ooet- 
scliius, liciger, Wirtz, Dorstius, and Miller, from 
172<i on, extending their labors, in an independent 
way it is true, but with considerable success, over 
various German settlements. When Mr. Schlatter 
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arrivodi ho found somo forty-MX congregations 
undor organization more or less perfect, and some 
of them numbering a largo membership. lie esti- 
mated the number of German Reformed in thiscoun- 
try at that time, to be about thirty thousand, so that 
they had doubled ninco the year 1730. A simihir 
emigration of Lutherans waH of course, aUo going on 
during thiH period, though not in such great nuuibers. 
The settlement of the Dutch Kefurmed in the 
rrovinco of New York was oarlicr; and the atten- 
tion of the church in Holland having been turned 
toward their Iircthren in America, and their ailec- 
tionute cure being extended over tlicm, they became 
acquainted also, at an early day, with the destitu- 
tions among the Germans in Pennsylvania. There 
were, moreover, settlements of tliose Germans who 
came in under tbc patronage of Queen Anne, along 
the Xorth river, and in the valley of the Mohawk, 
as early as 1707. These " built houses and churches, 
and cleared fields and meadows."* The greatest 
number of these, as already mentioned, afterwards 
removed to Pennsylvania, but some remained. 
There were also early Dutch and German settlers, 
side I>y Bide in New Jersey, and even in Bucks 
county, IViiiisylvania; so that these brethren of 
the Mime faith, though they spoke a different 
language, were still not strangers to one another. 
Thus the religious destitutions were to some extent 
at least, on the same territory; and the Germans 
seeing their Dutch brethren cared for by the Mother 



I Prof. Knlm's travdit in 1748, p. 410. 
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churchy were very natorally induced to seek Msiat- 
anco through the same channel. 

It was in thb way also, that the care of the infant 
German Reformed churches in Pennsylvania fell 
under charge of the Classis of Amsterdam. The 
Dutch emigrants were under the immediate patron- 
age of the Directors of the Dutch West India Com- 
pany, who were chiefly citizens of Amsterdam. 
Hence they very naturally sought their aid in pro- 
curing ministers for their churches. The Directors 
of this company, when they received letters from 
the churches in the new coloiiyi immediately i^luced 
them in the hands of the ministers in that city, as 
the proper persons to attend to these wants.' In 
this way, the applications for minihters came 
before the ClasHis of Amsterdam, which clahsis, on 
account of its location, in and around the ])ronii- 
nent port, very naturally became the organ through 
which the Synods of lloUand extended their care, 
sympathy, and aid, to the colonial churches. On 
account of the praise-worthy zeal witli which this 
classis interested itself in the feeble American 
churches, it became also the channel of communi- 
cation between the German Ueformed churches of 
the New World, and the Fatherland; so that 
ministers from Germany and Switzerland were 
solicited and received through this channel. 

We find, accordingly, that at a very early day, 
those German Reformed ministers who labored in 
Pennsylvania before the arrival of Schlatter, and 

> Ocr. Ref. 3Iag. yol. L p. 17. Hist Extract from the Dutch 
Bef. Mag. 
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M'ho did not como in throuj]^h the clasdis of Am* 
sterdanii were in correspondence with it. In tho 
correepondonco of tho committee of the chissis of 
Amsterdam w*ith tho ministers of the Kefoniied 
Dutch churilies in Xcw York, from 1725 to 1730, 
there aro incidental references to the infant German 
Keformed churches in Pennsylvania, manifesting 
an interest in them. There are letters extant from 
tiiis classis to Kev. John Philip B<»ehm, a^ early as 
1728, and to Weis.^ as early as 1731.* 

It was, however, through the Ifev. George Michael 
Weiss, a native of the Palatinate, on the Khine, who 
came to America in 1727,sontl»y theu{»porconMstory 
or classis of tho l^ilatiiiate, an<l as.si.«ted on his way 
by the clas.nis of Anisttnlam, that the wants of tho 
(2crnmn Itefonncd churclies in Pennsylvania were 
first presented to tho Church of Holland in Huch a 
way as to call fi»rth its formal action. 

A number of German lieformod membcra were, 
at that time, enii<;ratini; from the Palatinate, an«i 
the Church Ju<licatory was moved in commisera- 



• Rcr. Dr. Dcwitt, Ch. Intel. Sept. 23d, 1852. See also "a 
writing from the « ! issis of Amsterdam to the Ministers and 
Brethren of the Ucformed Church in Penngjlvania," in regard 
to Key. Boehm, in the Autlior's *' Lives and Labors of the 
Fathers of tho German nrfornicd Church in Europe and 
America/' en^lmdied in the Life of Rcr. J. P. Boehm ; a copy 
of which has been kindly furnished bj Kcr. Levin T. Ilcichfl, 
from tho Bethlehem Archives, where the ori^rinal is pre!»crTed. 
It is dated June 20th, ll^J. There is another letter extant 
from tho cla.Httis of Amsterdam to "the nrethren in Pa.," 
dated Nov. 2«th, 172«, which we have not seen. .See Ch. Int 
Sept. 2Jd, lto2. 
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tion for them and took prompt action in their 
behal£ The result was the sending of Mr. Wci^s. 
He arrived in the same ship with about four hun« 
drcd emigrants — '^ natives and late inhabitimtt« of 
the Palatinate upon the Rhine and places adjacent 
emigrating into Pcnnsylvaniay in hope and exiK*cta* 
tion of finding a retreat and peaceable settlement 
therein." * They settled on Skippaclj, where a con- 
sistory and congregation was organized, with Mr. 
Weiss as pastor, and a wooden church inmiediately 
built. Mr. Weiss found, however, that one church 
and his single-handed labors were ^^ sadly iiisuili- 
cient to the thousands separated at great distances, 
some a hundred or two hundred miles from each 
other, as they begin to be scattered through the 
whole land.*'* He reported the state of things to 
the consistory of the Palatinate, which, in the 
oppressed and straitened circumstances of the lie* 
formed Church in that country — itself needing 
foreign aid at the time for the support of their 
ministers and schoolmasters — felt inadequate to 
allbrd the necessary relief alone. They accordingly 
wrote to the Synods of the Netherlands as early os 
1728, urging the claims of these emigrants upon 
their religious sympathies and assistance.^ Thus, 
at the Synod at Breda,' in July, 1730, " there were 
communications from the Upper Consistories of 

* Colonial Records of Pcnn., vol. iii., p. 283-284. 

' ]l<'l»ort and iostructioui of the Synod of South Holland, 
July. 17:50. 

* Sfu Lotlor of tlio Poputiot of tho clamU of Aui»tordttin to 
Bupt. Wirti in Zurich, May ad, 1752. 
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Heidelberg, and from tbo German Reformed in 
Pennnylvania, soliciting the aid and snperinten- 
duncc of the Synods of Holland in planting 
cburclies in America.' 

This gave rise to a pamphlet entitled, '' Report, 
giving information in Relation to the Colony and 
Church of Pennsylvania; comiK>.sed and published 
by the Doputics of the Reverend Syno<l of South 
Holhiiid, and the Connnittee of the Classis of 
Dell't and JSchieland." This report spoalc-i "of the 
increasing numbers of Gorman immigrants; gives 
reasons why the Church of HoUand should lend a 
helping hand, and take the infant churches under 
their care and protection, by contributing moans 
for the building of churches — as five were now 
needed — and bringing them under a common and 
regular order of church government.' The rojiort 
included in this pamphlet was acted upon by the 
Kynod of South lIollan<I, met at Rreda, in July, 
1730. Though it was estinuited that there weiv, 
at that time, lifteen thousand German Reformed 
in Pennsylvania, yet still their numbers were an- 
nually increased.^ In 1731, while the Synod was 



» Dr. Dcwilt, CliriBt. Intel., Feb. 1, 1^53. 
• Her. Dr. Dewitt in Ch. InUl., Sept. 2JJ, \n:,Z 
' '* There is bcnidefl, in thin Province, a Tn«(t number of 
Pabitinen, and they como ia still e? rrj year. TIiom that Lava 
cumo in of lato yean are mostly Pre^by terians, or, as they call 
theniHelves, llefurmed, from the Palatinate being aboat three- 
fifths of that sort of p<*opIc. They did use to come to me for the 
biiptium of their ehildri'n, and many have joined with us in the 
other sneranient." — Uffrr of lltr, Jnlulitth AndrrtrM^ of 
rfiiiaticffihhi, h Jk<r, Tfmttan Vrinr(t of IJvtton, daUd Ant/uti 

4* 
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in session in Dortrecht, eight hundred exiled Pali^ 
tines passed through the plaeo to take shijm at 
Rotterdam for America. They were visited by the 
whole Synod in a body, and were furnished by them 
with provisions and medicines. After Christian 
exhortation, prayer, and singing, they were dis-* 
missed with the assurance that they might rely 
upon the Church of Holland for support in their 
new abode.' 

From this time forward, to the arrival of Mr. 
Schlatter, a correspondence more or less regular 
was kept up between the German Reformed minis- 
ters in Pennsylvania, and the church of Holland, 
and aid in ministers, schoolmasters, and other means 
expected and received from that country, as well 
as from Germany and Switzerland, chiefly through 
the clastiis of Amsterdam.' 

There is a letter extant addrcHiiicd by ICev. Weiss 
to the clashis of AniHterdum, dated April 2Uth, 17U8| 
in which he alludes to their previous relations; the 
correspondence is recognized as still continuing, 
and he gratefully acknowledges their care for the 
churches in Pennsylvania.^ Rev. Boehm, also, in 

Uih, 1730. Sec IlazanTs Register of Jkiiii., vol XV,, pp. 
100-202. 

> Rev. Dr. Dewitt in Cb. Intel., Sept. 23d, 1852. 

* This classis had a standing committee to attend to the cor- 
respondence and general business in the intervals of its meet- 
ings. These were called Deputies. Thej sign themselves, in 
the earlier correspondence, " />£7/ti/a/i utriuaquo Synodi;" vis: 
of the two Synods of South and North Holland. More fre- 
quently, " Dfputati claaaia Ansicl, ad ret externaa" 

* Sec a copy in Dr. Mayer's MS., vol. i., p. 9. 
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transferring to Holland tho minutes of the C<rtus 
of tho year 1748, refers to letters which ho and his 
co-lahorers' had sent over before Rev. Schlatter**, 
replies to which they had expected him to bring;. 

From tho time when the church of Holland was 
firHt formally intcrcBtcd in behalf of the German 
licformed enji*rrants in Pennsylvania, through tho 
church of the Tulatinate in 17o0, it manifested a 
praise-worthy diligence for its comfort and relief. 
Through the chisHin of Amsterdam, and by direct 
cllort, the iSynoda of North and South Holland 
earnestly sought reliable information in regard to 
their wants, and the best way of affording them 
relief. We find that in the year 1743, they wrote 
to the Presbyterian Synod of Philadelphia, through 
llcv. Dorstius, of IhickH county, pre-^c^nting in- 
quiricH and proposals in reference to the Dutch and 
Cierman churches.'* 



' •* VnnpTon lotzton Briefc/'Ac. Hce minittc*, I74H. The 
ori;;iiiAl is in potmcMion of Jlcr. l>r. iHiwiU. 8ce a copy in mj ; 

▼ol. of MS. collection! ; aliio in l>r. Maycr*f M.S., vol. i., p. 10-14. { 

' ** Tho Ko%% Mr. Dorstiun, pasWr of the llefortned Dutch 
Church in Ducks county, laid a letter before us from the depu- 
ties of North and South Holland, wherein tbej desire of tho 
Synod an account of the stato of the High and Low Dutch 
churches in this ProTince, and also of the churches belongin/i; I 

to the Presbyterian Synod of PhiKidelphia, and whether the 
Dutch churches may be joined in communion with »aid Synod ; 
or, if this may not be, that they would form themselves into a 
regular body and government among themselves. In pur- i 

•uanco of this letter, the Synod agree that letters be wrote in . 

the name of tho Synod to the deputies of thcKC Synods in Hnl. 
land in Latin, and to tho Scotch ministers in llottcrdam, giving 
them an account of (he churches here, and declaring our wil- ! 

1 
t 

( 
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80 mach it was deemed neeessarjr to say in re- 
gard to the state and Iiistoiy of the German Ko> 
formed eburches in Pcnn^ylvaniai previous to the 
arrival of Mr* Schlatter, to enable us to gain a 
clear and correct view, both of the neccHHity and 
nature of Huch a minHion as was entruntcd to him. 

The number of minJMtorH at that rarly dayt was 
small; and thoy hibonMl in an almoMt entirely 
iHolatcd way. The churches were wc»4<, lay remote 
from one another, and were expOHcd to the inroads 
of unworthy and unordained ecclesiastical vagrants, 
as there was no general organization to keep watch. 
There were no moans of educating ministers for 
the German churches in this country, and in case 
one with proper piety and theological attainments 
presented himself, it was very diflicult to procure 
regular ordination for him.' Xor was there any 
proper organ through which the churches could 
present their wants to the ^[other Church in Europe, 
and by which such help as should be provided, in 
men and means, could bo properly and efliciently 
ai>plied. In short, organization was needed, and 



lingncM to join with CaWinist Dutch churches hero to amiiNt 
each other as far at possible in promoting; the common interests 
of relif;ion amon^; us, and signifying the present great want of 
ministerH among the High and Low Dutch, with the desire 
that they may help in educating men fur the woric of the min- 
istry. And Synod ordered that Messrs. Andrews, Cross, 
E^ans, jr., and the Moderator, do write said letters.'' — Uerordt 
6/ the Prtub, Church, p, 174. AcU of the Synod of Philadd- 
phia. May 23d, 1744. 

> Ref. Qoctschiuf, Wirts, and 3Iiller, received ordination 
from the Presbyterians. 
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to this end, an organi^r was neccssaiy— one 
who should como with authority from the Mother 
churctii with dolinito plans and proposal according 
to which aid was to lie furniMhod, and with the 
ncccHHnry f|uulifications for Huperintending the work 
of guthoring and consolidating the Anic*riciui 
church, afid hringing it into a condition to ho 
g«*n<trully and prnnnncntly hrncfitcd hy tho aid 
wlii<'li was ready to ho furnished for that purpot^e. 
Mr. Hc'htatlcr having, as stated in tho ]»revious 
chapter, appeared in Anisterdani, presented himself 
before tho Deputies of the Synods of South and 
North Holland, and been approved by them, be 
received tho uecessnr}* credentials and instructions 
carefully and particularly drawn ouL His duties, 
as more particularly defined iu his instructions, 
included the following points : 

1. He was to visit the diflerent settlements tlirough- 
out which the Ileformed sheep were scattered, to 
gather and organize them into churches where this 
was not already done, and where imperfectly 
organized congregations existed, to. induce them to 
designate proper persons as Elders and Deacons, 
whom ho was to ordain and instal, and thus orga- 
nize consiHtories — ho was at tho same time to preach 
to them on liis visitrf, administer tho Holy Supper, 
baptize their children, prepare pro]>er church 
rrcordrt, and record the names of tho members and 
their baptized children. 

2. He was to ascertain what amount each con- 
gregation couhl and would give annually toward 
sustaining a minister who should be sent among 
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them, and take their definite pledge for the sum 
promised ; and where he fonnd any one congrega- 
tion too small and poor to pledge an adequate 
amount, ho was to induce them to unite with the 
nearest neighboring congregations, and thus to 
form charges of as many churches as could con- 
veniently be combined under the care of one 
minister. 

3. lie was to visit the ministers already in the 
field, enlist their sympathies and cooperation in his 
mission, to promote concord of action among them, 
and to form an annual Ctrtus, or Kynod, of the 
existing Ministers and Kldcrn, for the overhight of 
the churches, and as a rcHponnible organ for the 
transmiKsion of annual reports to the Hynods of 
Holland. 

4. Ho was to pay annual visits to the miiiistors 
and consistories, to enquire into the state of the 
churches : whether any diiEculties existed, whether 
they adhered to the faith and customs of the church, 
whether the salary was adequate, punctually paid, 
and from what source it was derived ? He was to 
make a report of these visits to the Co'tus when 
formed, and through it to the Synods of Holland. 

5. When this work should be accomplished, ho 
was to preach as the other pastors, in such congre- 
gations as might call him, having at the same 
time an eye also to such destitute points as should 
from time to time come to his knowledge. 

Such was the nature of Schlatter's mis.4ion — a 
much needed, great, and good work. 
He had arrived in Holland in January. During 
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the winter, all the preliminaries were arranged. 
With tbo opening spring eame the time to sail. 
His instructions are dated May 23d, 1746 ; and on 
the Ist day of June, he went on board, committing 
liimself first to the protection of his Father in 
lleaven, and then to the winds and the waves, 
which, as His own angels, ^Mo His commandments, 
hearkening unto the voice of His Word/' 



CHAPTER III. 

8CHLATTIK*8 IIRST LABORS XV AMIRIOA. 

1746-1761. 

Hi8 voyage was proBperoas, thoagh it was not 
made without some peril. As particulars are given 
in bis Journal, it is not necessary to record them 
here. After a voyage of just two months, he 
arrived at Boston on the 1st of August, 174G, 
whence he proceeded by way of Newport and Xew 
York to Philadelphia, which place he reached in 
health and safety on the 6th day of September. 

On his arrival at Philadelphia, Mr. Schlatter was 
very kindly welcomed by the Elders of the German 
Reformed Church, one of whom received him into 
his house, where he lived and boarded, whenever 
he was not absent on missionary journeys, for a 
period of eight months. The congregation there, 
was at that time served once a month by Rev. 
John Philip Boehm, who resided at Witpcn, in 
what is now Montgomery county. The congrega- 
tion numbered about one hundred members, and 
since 1734 had worshipped in a rented building;' 

' This was a framo building;, which had oneo been a bam, 
but had been conyerted into a church by tho Keformcd. " BIh* 
bichor/' ffoys Schlatter, in 1747, " ist dio Gcmeindc in cin altos 
Kleiues Ilaus von firettcren aurjf;c6chlagon gognngcn voin jahr 
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but wore at tho time, erecting a stone church on the 
fiito of the present Uace street church. 

Mr. Kchhitter found Philaclelphia the next town 
in size to Benton. It lay snu^^ly fastened with one 
side to the Delaware, and contained something over 
10,000 inhabitants. It was a little more tlian a 
mile long up and down the Delaware, and one-half 
a mile wide. It contained seven streets lengthwise 
north and south, in which a small one, named 
"Water street, is not reckoned. It had also seven 
streets runninsc <Jast and west. The churches were: 
1. The English church. 2. The ir?\vcdi.sh church. 

3. Tho German Evangelical (Lutheran) church. 

4. The old Presbyterian church. 5. The German 
licformed church. Dcsidcs two Quaker meeting- 
houses, one Anabaptist, one Koman Catholic, and 
one Moravian church. " The old German l{cfi>rmed 
church," says Prof. Kalm, a JSwcdish traveller, in 
1748, "is situated in the north-western part of tho 
town, and resembles in its construction the church 
m Ladugords-place, in »Stockholm. It is not yet 
entirely linished, although they have preached in 
it for some years." The same writer says : " Tho 
German Iteformed have their grave-yard to one 
side without the town, and not at the church." 

17ti4 im XoTcmbcr, niit dcr Luthcrischcn Gemcindc cm Sunta^ 
um don andcren. llcrnoch al>cr, nach dcm dio Kvao;;clisohen 
eino Kircho Ton Stcincn Anno 1744 f;cbaut habcn, allein, und 
bczaliltcn jUhrlich an llcrrn William Allen dio Summa von 
X 4." Tlii:i church stood " in dor Arch ttriet Ley dcm Q'l^l^c^r 
Kirchhof/' Another description says it btood **in Mulberry 
street, near fifth atrcct/V which is tho same. Hazard's Ke^. 
Tol. ir. p. 3G9. 
5 
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This was the north-cast coraor of the present 
Franklin square, which was at that time, outside 
of the town. Such were the narrow limits of 
Philadelphia when Mr. Schlatter entered it. The 
small spot which then constituted **the town/* 
would he somewhat difficult to find amid the 
immense wilderness of houses and beings of the 
Philadelphia which now is. 

Though Mr. Schlatter made his home in Phila- 
delphia from his arrival till he left on his mission 
to Europe, late in the year 1750, yet he was not 
much at home. Much of his time was taken up 
in missionary visits throui(h New Jersey, Pennsyl- 
vania, Maryland, and Virginia, of which we will 
not here speak, as a full account of these travels 
and toils is given in his Journal. 

Previous to Mr. Schlatter's arrival, as already 
mentioned, the congregation in Philadelphia was 
visited once a month by Kev. Mr. Boehm. This 
was, however, too little 8er\'ice for them, and too 
inconvenient to the venerable man who had a 
hirgo field beside, and lying distant from it. Mr. 
Schlatter took early measures, with the full consent 
of Mr. IJochin, to unite the congregation at Ger- 
mantown^ with Philadelphia into a charge, to bo 

t A German Reformed conf;rej;ation had existed at German- 
town much earlier than this. It had been served by Hot. 
Johannes Bechtel, vrho vras a German Reformed minister in 
thid county, as early as 1727. This congregation had, howcvert 
been vacant fur some years. A very interesting position did 
this Bechtel occupy in those early times. See the Author*! 
** Lives and Labors of the Fathers of tho German Reformed 
Church in Europe and America." 
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served by ono minister. This urraiijic^rnent was 
completed on the 18th of Sc{>tembcry 174G; but as 
there was no one to take regular charge of thcni, 
they were supphed jointly b}* Bochni and Schlatter 
— the latter preaching for them whenever ho was 
not absent on journeys. 

Meanwhile, these united congregations became 
daily more anxious for a regular pastor. They 
made an earnest application to Mr. Schlatter, pre- 
senting him with a unanimous call. Mr. Koehni, 
who, on account of advanced age and incrca^iing 
iniinuities, was anxious to be releu^-^ed from this 
care, urged upon Mr. Schlatter to yield to their 
solieitations, which he at length did, upon condi- 
tion that Mr. Boehm would continue to visit them 
monthly for six months longer, that he might con- 
tinue his missionary journeys through the interior. 
Accordingly, on New Year's day, 1747, Mr. Iloehm 
installed liini in I'hiladelphia as regular pastor of 
that congregation. Later — having, in the mean- 
time, made a journey to several churches in Eastern 
l*cnnsylvania— on the ir>th of February, Mr. DiK^hni 
also installed him in the congregation of (Jerman- 
town. From this time on, he served them as much 
as ho could, while he continued his visits and work 
amonsc the scattered coni'rei'ations of the countrv. 
lie, however, declined receiving any salary for the 
first year, *'in order," he says, "that by deed I 
might convince them that I did not serve them 
merely for the sake of my bread." 

The summer of 1747 was spent in various ex- 
tended missionary visits, for the purpose of preach- 
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ing, baptizing children, and administortng tho 
Holy Supper in vacant congregation a, and organ- 
izing tbein into charges with a view of locating 
pastors 08 fast as they could bo procured. Mean* 
while, as often as Iio could, ho returned to Thila* 
dclphia to miniiiter to his charge. 

Having sought out a companion for life, ho 
entered into tho bonds of lioly matrimony on tho 
11th of October, 1747, with Mariu Ilonrlca Kchlei- 
dorn, daughter of Jlenry Schleidorn and Klizaboth, 
his wife, whoKO maiden namo wa^ T«>naiUier.' This 
family was fornterly from tho I'ity of Hamburg, in 
(iiTmany, but then nsided in New York. IIo 
frefjuently alludcn to his companion in tho titndcr- 
est nuuincr, which furniHhcs tho be^t evidcnco that 
bo was dcvot(Ml to her and shu to liim, that Trovi- 
denco had directed his choice, and that bhe had 
proved herself a ^Miclpmeet*' in his labors, and a 
true consolation amid his various trials and cares. 

Agreeably to his instructions, Mr. Schlatter had 
early turned his attention towards the organization 
of a regular Synod, feeling that in this way only 
could he render his labors and Buccess eiliciont and 
permanent. Accordingly, ai early as tho autumn 
of 174G, he had already consulted with tho four 
regular German lieformed ministers in Tennsyl- 
vania, Boehm, Weiss, Keiger, and Dorstius, on 
the subject, and invited them to meet in riiiladeb 

I Mr. SoliloMorn wnn a prominorit nnd wealthy nicrcliurit in 
N«;Mr York. I liavo i»ccn thu portraittf of Mr. ari«l MrN. Sclilci- 
ijoni. Tlioy aro prunvrvcd In tho raiiilly of bin i^raiidMuiii Mr, 
btiyJor, of Mttuayunkf now Ucccubod. 
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pliia on tho 12th of October. TIjim niectitig took 
))laco at the flppointcd time, and alt were present 
except Mr. DorHtiuH, who wan provi<Ientially de- 
tainedi but greetccU tho assembly by a friendly 
letter. Thiti wan the first time tlioHo miniHtem had 
been together^ though some of them had already 
labored for twenty years in the American field. 
It docs not seem that they entered into a regular 
organixation at thin firnt meeting, but conferred 
together on tho intercNts of tho chureho.^, and 
drew up some "Articles of IVaee,"* which were 
signed liy all, and no doubt intentK*d as a prelimi- 
nary htep to a future nynodieai organi/.atioiu This 
luecrting was a delightful and profitable cuio, uniting 
their hearts in tender Christian love, htrengthening 
them for their labors, and filling tho de>tituto 
churches with hope and encouragement. 

Mr. Sehlatter felt that as the organization of a 
Hynod was a matter of great importance, so it 
was also a matter of great solemnity, and hIiouM 
bo ai»proaehed with jn'oper deliberation and prepa- 
ration. On the 2;Jd of May, 1717, he visited New 
York, "in order to confer with the Hcvereiid min- 
isters there in regard to tho founding of a Synod 
of tho German congregations in these regions." - 

During the summer of 1747, Mr. Sehlatter con- 
tinued his usual visits through the interior, taking 
oceaKion to speak with mini>ters and elders on tho 
subject of a Synod. In the month of August, he 

• **AucIi iliirch rnl«»r«ohrcihunpj j^cwinhir uuf'^i^neuxtr 
Frip«lciiM*ArtiokH| hckriifti^^to/' ScLJAUcr'i Journal, y. lU'i. 

• S.'liliitti-r'n •loiiriitti, f». 4^1. 



64 irri ahd labors of scnLAniR. 

'^ addrcflAod circular letters to all tho tntntstors ond 
elders of tlio (lermnn Itoformed congn*f(atioiis to 
invito them in tho mo^t friendly and fraternal 
manner to attend tho finit escluMiafiticfal Hynod or 
AHHcniblyy wliicli was contoini^hited to ho liold on 
tlio 2!Hh of Hoptcmhcr in tliin year/' Tlio day, 
toward wliioh Mr. Sclilattcr had looked forward 
with groat intorost, arrived. Thirty-one, including; 
ministers and clderH, convened in Mr. Kehlattor's 
house, from wlicnco, at 9 o'cioelc in the morning, 
they proceeded to tho Churcli, where tho Ilev. 
J. B. lleigcr opened tho Synod witli A sermon, 
founded on the one hundred and tliirty-tliird I'halm 
— a very appropriate text for such an occa^sion. In 
the afternoon, at two o'clock, tho first Bcsnion was 
commenced, " wliicli was opened witli prayer and 
cloi<ed with thanksgivini; — tlio mimo was also done 
at every Huhserjncnt Kcssion." * Thus tho Synod 
of tho (Jerman lleformed ('hurch was happily or- 
f^anixed in IMiihuIelphia, Septemher 2!)tli, in tho 
year of our li<»rd, 1717. 

It may not ho an unnceeHsary dii^resHion hero to 
record that tho minihters of tho Duteh Uelormed 
(.liuroii were, at the name time, engaged in tho 
]»reliminanes for tho organization of an ceeleHias- 
tieal Judieatory or (7(rlus in this country. As 
early as 17J17, there was a meeting composed of 
live Dutch ministers held at Xew York. '^At thin 
meeting, tho plan of a Coitus or assemhly of min* 
isters and elders, subordinate to the Classis of 
Aiusterdam, was first proposed, matured, and des. 

* Sriiiattcr'tf Ju'irniil, \t. !'». 
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patched to tho diflbrcnt clinrctics for their concur- 
roiico." A hccoimI mocting wiw held, April 27th, 
17*18; rIho at Now York, at whirh nitiu inhiistorA 
And oleveti ehlern wero iti att(*tidutice.' ^^ At th'm 
mcetinf^i such reports were received from tho 
churches to Wliich tho plan of a Cu*tus liad b( ett 
sent, as iiiduce<l tliof«o ])reMctit to ratify and adopt 
it. The phiii, thus adopted, wtin itnincdiatcly Kent 
over to tho C1aH.sij4 of Ani*'ti*rdani for tlie approlm- 
tion of that body. Whether thii plan was at first 
disai^recablo to tho Synod, or whether otlier cir- 
cumstances oceaMoned tho delay, is not known; 
but it does not appear that the approbation of the 
ClaHsi.s reached thin country until tlio latter end of 
the year 174G, or the bei^nnninj^ of 1747 ; for it was 
not until tho month of Mav, 1747, that a meetins: 
wan called in the city of New York to receive tho 
letter from the Clasj^i'*, dt'chirinic their concur- 
rence,' It HeemH likely, from tho date.'', that Mr. 
Schlatter wan present at thin meetini^. This wan 
u very humll a.-^nembly, only m'i.x minintorrt Immu;^ 
])resent. l/ittle cIho was (huio beHi<hs appointing:; 
the hccoimI Tue-^day of the following September for 
the meetiiiL; of the fn>t (NrtiH, to be held in tho 
city of New York. When the ilay arrivM, there 
were prenent M(>ven ministers and an many KMer^. 
Two others wero prevented from attendinjr, but 
sent in their good winhes to the plan. One moro 

' Ainonj; tlicm was tho Kcv. Johu I'li. Uuchui, from IVnii^}!* 
TAnia, with hix KlJcr. 

• .S»o a lirirf History of tho Putrh Il<*f«»rifiP<l Thurrh in 
AiiK'rii'fi, cnpiiMl from the ** l^ulch KcftTiiKM] M.i;; uinc." 4i r. 
Ucf. Mii^., vol. i.f |>. ^^^. 
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was favorablo to it, but could not prevail on liis 
congregation to acccdo to it. Four were absent as 
decidedly opposed to the project Tlius was orga* 
nized the first Judicatory, higher than a consistory, 
in the Reformed Dutch Church in America, on the 
14th of September, 1747— just 15 days previous to 
the organization of the German Kcfornicd Synod, 
in Philudclphia.' 

The remuindcr of tliis year, 1747, Mr. Schlatter 
divided as before, between serving his charge and 
making missionary vi8its into the interior. On the 
Uth of December, the new cliurcli in rhiludolpliia 
was so far finislicd as to bo uned for preaching, 
though it had as yet neither windows nor puliiit. 
Yet it was neccKKury to use it, inusmucli as tlio 
number of hearers had so mucli increased, that tho 
ohl church could no more contain over one-half 
who attended.' That such a crowd of anxious 
hearers came together in a w*indowless church in 
December, is not modern, but belongs to the palmy 
days of stern ancestorial times. 

I The Synod of the Lutheran church was organized in Phila- 
delphia nearly a year later, August 14th, 1748. See Uazeliu*: 
HUtorff of the American Lutheran Church, p. 06. 

* ** Den Cten Decembris also auf deni Zweiten Advent Sontag, 
Xicolaus Tag, hat der Schrciber dieses Michael Schlatter, 
Pediger allhier das erste mahl in der neuercn Steineren 
Scchsckigten Hcfurmerten Kirche auf dem Kces plaatz, uber 
die worte David in dem Izv Psalm den 3tcn vers niit Oottet 
Gnad und Bcistand gepredigct. Allein die Kirche war noch 
nicht. gepliistcrt, und hatto noch zur ccit weder gallcrie noch 
fensti'rn." Jiecordg of Vhila. church. This church had also a 
iiteeple. 
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During tlio first four months of the year 1748, 
Mr. Schlatter was mostly engaged in his charge ; 
making out a full list of the member?, catechising 
the children, and uniting and consolidating the 
congregation. The cflbcts of this labor were seeu 
at the Kaster communion, when the number of 
communicants had risen from 100 to 171. During 
the remainder of this year, Mr. Schlatter was 
engaged in the same manner as heretofore; full 
particularH of which will bo found in his Journal. 
In August, he was greatly refreshed by the arrival 
of liuv. Mr. llochreutintT and JCev. J>artlioIomans; 
and about a month lat<fr, hin joy was increased by 
the arrival of Uev. John rhilip I^<'idi<'h. On the 
2\HU of September, tlie hccoiuI annual Synod was 
held in l/hihKlelphia, consisting of hix ministers 
and twelve KIders. It ** was favorably cotnmence<l 
and harmoniously continued," Fays Mr. Schlatter, 
"with bolonni jirayer an<l thanksgiving to God." 
After a cession of iseven days, the Synod adjourned 
on the 5th of October in the afternoon. An 
abstract of the proceedings of this Synod is still 
extant.' Soon after Synod, Mr. Schlatter was 
deei>ly saddened by the sudden death of Kev. Mr. 
Ilochreutiner, who accidentally lost his life by tho 
discharge of a gun in his own hands, in Mr. 
Schlatter's house ! l^articulars of which sad event 
will be found in his Journal. Thus he could well 
add at the close of the year 1748: "This year has 

I Tho ori;;iiittl, in the hanJ-writin;; of Mr. Hochm, IVcf^ident 
of CuutuH, I have scco. It i« in pObscssiuQ of llcv. Dr. Do Witt* 
of Now York. 
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been safely passed, -under the divine blessing, yet 
not without some bitter minglings of sorrow." 

In the year 1749, Mr. Schlatter, besides attending 
to his congregations, made many journeys to the 
churches in the interior, having been, as will be 
seen in his Journal, in labors most abundant. On 
the 27th of September, the Coctus was to be held 
in Lancaster. After Kev. Leidich had opened 
Cactus by a sermon, news came that Itev. John 
Conrad Steiner from Winterthur in Switzerland, 
had arrived in Philadelphia on the 25th, with 
regular credentiaU from the Deputies of the Synods 
of IloIIand. This announcement gave the members 
much joy. Expecting that he had brought import- 
ant papers from the Fathers, which needed the 
action of Cuutus, they concluded to adjourn, and 
meet in Thiladelphia on the 20th of October. 

On the 29th of September, Mr. Schlatter returned 
to Philadelphia, with request at the same time, to 
bear a call from the congregation at Lancaster — 
which had been vacant for a length of time, and 
was anxiously waiting for a minister — to the newly 
arrived minister to become their pastor. Mr. 
Schlatter, on his return, found Ucv. Mr. Steiner in 
Philadelphia, and ^^ welcomed him in the most 
friendly and fraternal manner." On the first day 
of October, the call from Lancaster, properly made 
out and signed, was presented to Mr. Steiner, which 
he accepted, regarding it as a divine call.' On 
the 3d, Mr. Steiner wrote a letter to Lancaster, 

* " Welches er annahn, und vor cinea Quitlicben Beruf 
hidte/' See Saurt' Paper, Jan. IGtb, 1750. 
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expressing his willingness to visit them on the 15th. 
On the Gth, Mr. Schlatter alno wrote to Lancaster, 
informing officers of the cliurcl), that Mr. Steiner 
would come, and requesting them to make an 
appointment for him for the loth ; he also requests 
them to send a horse for him, as he was now ready 
every hour to go; and lest, on account of the 
uncertainty of the mail, his first letter might not 
reach liim, and so the appointment not he made, 
he wrote them another letter of the Fame import 
by the next day*s mail. lie assures them that Mr. 
Steiner came in on the same footing as tlie other 
ministers that had been sent in — that ho brought 
proper recommendations to him, with request that 
he should assign him a convenient congregation, 
and afterwards instal him, and that he was worthy 
of their contideiice. In concluding his iirst letter, 
he says to the Elders of Lancaster : " Keceive then 
this, my worthy brother in the Lord, with becoming 
love and respect; pray to (Jod i>ublicly in the con- 
gregation, that He may unite all hearts to him in 
love, and in tlic fear of God." * 

Such was the open-hearted spirit with which Mp 
Schlatter received the newly arrived minister, and 
such the interest which he manifested in his welfare 
and future usefulness. IJut a gloomy scene opens; 
and the result shows how such confidence and 
kindness were repaid ! He whom Mr. h^chlatter 
thus received with sincere joy, became to him the 
occasion of many sorrows. 

The congregation at Lancaster being anxious to 

' Seo original Documents. 
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obtain Mr. Steiner as their Pastor, at two different 
times sent a horse for him. The first time, his 
wife was sick^ so that he did not feel inclined to 
leave. On the 20th of October, when Synod was 
in session, though confined to bed by sickness at 
the time, he still professed his willingness to go to 
Lancaster, expressing himself to that efiect to a 
committee of Coctus, who waited on him to know 
his mind, and also to two Elders from Lancaster, 
who were in attendance to represent the wishes of 
the congregation, and urge hrm to become their 
pastor. 

Having recovered from his sickness, he however 
still delayed in Philadelphia; and soon events 
began to transpire, which brought his private de- 
sires to light, and perfectly explained his reluctance 
to go to Lancaster. It was ascertained that ho 
favored, if he did not even suggest, a secret move- 
ment which had for its end, to displace Mr. Schlatter 
in Philadelphia, and introduce himself as pastor in 
his place. Ue remained in Philadelphia ; on the 
one hand acting undecidedly in reference to Lan« 
caster, and on the other, at first privately, and at 
length openly encouraged some of the Elders of 
Philadelphia and Germantown in the formation of 
a party of malcontents against Mr. Schlatter, 
cherishing the ambition of being located in the 
metropolis of Pennsylvania. The unholy fire of 
strife continued to increase, and it seems there was 
no lack of material with which to keep up the 
flame. Strange as it may seem, there were many in 
the two congregations which Mr. Schlatter had taken 
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under his caro in their destitution, and which he had 
nartured with much labor and care, who were 
willing to cooperate with Mr. Steincr — who also 
had received only kindness at his hands — to scatter 
his labor bj introducing contention, and to embitter 
his life by opposition and strife. 

Becoming weary at length of the trouble thus 
caused him, Mr. Schlatter had made up his mind, 
near the close of the year 1749, to withdraw from 
a scene of confusion for which he had no ta>tc. 
He even went so far as to attempt to preach his 
farewell sermon. lie selected as his text, Clirist's 
lamentation over Jerusalem, Matt, xxiii. 37-39; 
but he was so overcome by his feelings, that he 
could not procceil. He paused, turned to Matt. x. 
14, and read, "And whosoever shall not receive 
you, nor hear your words, when ye depart out of 
that house or city, shake ofl'the dust of your feet," 
after which he came down from the pulpit, and 
left the church with a nad heart. 

As however, it was still uncertain how the 
members were divided between him and Mr. Steiner, 
and many adhered firmly and aliectionately to their 
old pastor, he was prevailed upon not to withdraw. 
The matter was, however,.soon after brought to a 
decision, when it appeared that in Germantown, 
the largest number had been brought over to the 
side of Mr. Steincr; and in IMiiladelphia, Mr. 
Schlatter had only 110 votes, while there were 140 
favorable to Mr. Steincr. It seems, however, that 
the vote in favor of Mr. Steincr was swelled by 
unlawful means; for it appears, from the statistics 
C 
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of the congregation daring several previons yeart^ 
that the congregation could count few, if any more 
members than the number voting for Mr. Schlatter. 
Mr. Stciner was possessed of popular pulpit talents, 
which no doubt captivated a certain class of out- 
siders. Mr. Schlatter's preaching, on the other handf 
was rather solid than showy. Many a good roan 
has been inconsiderately sacrificed by being brought 
into such disparagement. There are men who in 
this respect resemble butterflies, which hover in- 
toxicated over flowers, but never wait for fruit. 

To carry out ond complete an apparent victory, 
the 14th of January, 17*30, was o[>pointed as the 
day on which Mr. Stciner was to preach his intro- 
ductory sermon. On the day and hour, both parties 
met in the church. Those who adhered to the old 
pastor were there earlier than the others. Having 
elected new ofllcers, aud the congregation having 
together engaged to sustain Mr. Schlatter as their 
pastor, he proceeded to ordain and instal their 
oflicers. There were civil ofllcers present who 
preserved order, and the regular services of the 
occasion, including preaching, were ended without 
disturbance. Two weeks later, on the 28th, Mr. 
Stciner made another attempt to preach his intro- 
ductory sermon. Ho went to the church for that 
purpose before the time on that day, under conduct 
of twenty-four men, and entered the pulpit. When 
Mr. Schlatter arrivecl, many had collected in and 
around the church, expecting a tumult; but a 
number of civil ofllcers were on the spot to main- 
tain order. Mr. Schlatter calmly requehtcd Mr. 
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Steiuor, in tho tiamo of Go^l, to como out of Ijii 
pulpit ; which, however, ho refuHcd to do, and made 
I an eilbrt to commence tho services. Confusion and 
controversy between tho two parties ensued, which 
continued fur a1>out two hours, though without 
any violence. The result was a mutual agreement 
that the key of tho church should bo placed in dis- 
intcroKted hand.-4, and that neither party should 
hold service there, till the question an to wlio had 
tho proper cluiui to the church should bo settled* 
In the interval, from tlie 10th of February till tho 
4th of March, Mr. Schlatter and his people by kind 
invitation of that congregation, worslii]»pod twico 
a Sabbath in tbe Ifev. (filbert Tennant's church, 
in what was called Wiiitliehrs building. 

Tlio Steiner party characteriatically iiiisisted that 
no Justice, Lawyer, or Minister should have any- 
thing to say in the ficttlenicnt of the difliculty, 
fanatically contending that tliey could expect no 
jubtico from such hands. lioth parties agreed that 
six men, live of whom should be Quakers, and ono 
an Kpiscopaliaii, should judge the matter between 
them, and bring the trouble to an end. Iioth 
parties bound themselves in the sum of X 2,000 
to abide by the decision of these men as a iinality. 
This committee spent three weeks in the investiga- 
tion and consideration of this unpleasant difliculty, 
and manifested a very laudable desire to do juntiee, 
and allay tho strife between alienated brethren. 
At tho dose of their deliberations, on the i>th of 
March, they decided in favor of Mr. Schlatter and 
tho members adhering to him; rc'^toring to them 
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tlio poAtofisloti of tho chareb. Tho nprgrofiiittiK 
party yielded to what was thus doliboratoly pro- 
tiouncod to bo juMtico ; and on tho lOtli of March^ wo 
tiiid Mr. Hchlattor and his congregation, numbering 
now 120 members, again holding regular divino 
worship without molestation. 

Mr. Steiner'd party, numbering now about 170, 
took immediate measures to build him a house, 
which should at the same time answer the purpose 
of a church, or meeting-house. This building was 
erected some distance from the other church, and 
Mr. Stoiuer " was hired for one year only," tho 
congrogntiou having resolved that this should bo u 
rulo with them ^* that tho minister might havo no 
opportunity of becoming a master over them/* 
rctbring to ^latthew xxiii. C-12.* From this little 
fact, a thoughtful person will learn much of tho 
general spirit which animated these misguided 
people. 

This unfortunate strife was very painful to Mr* 
Hchlatter. lie felt that ho had been injured by one, 
toward whom ho liad dealt in tho spirit of opciu- 
hearted kindness, and had received ungmtelul 
treatment from those for whoso spiritual good ho 
had labored ono whole year without any pecuniary 
renumeration, and all tho time amid much incon- 
venienco and self-denial. Yet ho seldom alluded 
to the unpleasant occurrence ; and when circuin- 
Btanecs made it necessary for liim to speak of it, 
he always did it in a subdued sjarit, and with truo 
Christ-ian meekness. 

* Saur's paper, March IGtb, 1750. Also Prof. Kalm, p. VJ'<S, 
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Mr. Schlatter most of all regretted tlmt tliis 
difllculty iituilo it nccoxHary for liim to Fpoiid nmotij; 
hU people ill riiiladulpliio, much of that time which 
ho othcrwiHe could have devoted to his uhurI vi:<its 
to destitute re^ons in the interior. During the 
whole of the summer and autumn of IToO^ he felt 
embarrai^sed on account of it in his general labors 
and enterprises ; still he kept up his care for the 
infant church in general, and made several visits 
and explorations in the fall of the year. 

t>adde:*t of all was the effect of this strife upon 
the interests of the church in Phila<]elphia. The 
old congregation was enfeebled^ harassed, and dis- 
heartened. The secessionists could retain Mr. 
8teiner scarcely two years, when ho withdrew, and 
confined his labors to (jcrinantown alone. Mr. 
Schlatter, at the re<|nest of (\i'tus, uinlertook a 
voyage and mission to the cliuidics in Kurope, in 
behalf of the feeble and lu^edy cburclics in this 
country, and his congregati(»n had to be left to the 
care of occasional HUpplies from ministers who 
resided at u dintaiice. True to its nattttr, Hhifo 
proved itself Helf-consumin;;, and the poor Keform<d 
of riiiladeljihia were fairly in the mi<lHt of a war, 
and a woe, which fed upon their peace for the space 
of nearly ten years ! 

Thus will ambition reign or ruin ; and thus will 
those who lend themselves to its unholy purjioses 
become fuel for its lires. As in all strifes of the 
kind, there was no doubt much wrong on both 
piJes that rightfully incurred the displeasure of 
Utnl, and invited His just judgments; but that Mr. 
G* 
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Schlatter was in the right and Mr. Stciner in the 
wrong, is beyond a qnestion. Mr. Stciuer's conduct 
was highly ungrateful, and his effort to draw the 
congregations to himself an intrusion unworthy of 
a minister of the Gospel — wrong in itself and 
ruinous in its fruits. Though he possessed many 
excellent qualities of mind and heart, yet he 
possessed also a weakness which led him forward 
in a courric of conduct that brought upon him the 
censure and blame of all who impartially judged 
in the case.^ The (*oetU4 decided againot him, the 
six arbitrators decided against him, and the 
authorities in Holland, bcl'oro whom the whole 
matter was regularly brought, decided against him. 
Kven his best friends censured bis course.' So 
plainly were he and his friends in the wrong. 
How wonderful is that economy of wisdom, in 

> Prof. Kalm, vpcakin;; of Mr. Schlatter, says '* In 1750, he had 
to endure vexation brouj^ht upon him by the arrival of another 
niiiiititer lately come in from Holland, nho by artifice and all 
klndti of detraction, so insinuated himself into the favor of a 
portion of his hearers, that more than one-half were won over 
to his side." Kalm, pp. 102, 193. 

' Mr. Ottcrbcin, whom he regarded as bis particular friend» 
and who in i;cneral deeply sympathised with him, blamed him 
in this as bein;; in the wrong. In a letter to Mr. Steincr, dated 
Aug. 18th, 1759, in which he disapproves of his suffering him* 
•(?If to be recalled to Philadelphia, he says, '*To speak plainly 
npon the matter, I can just as little regard your present call to 
Philadelphia as being divine, as I am convinced of the opponita 
in regard to the first. Then you lamented that you lalKirod in 
vain. What oflencc and disturbance did it then occiiHinii ! Hut 
hns all this, to^rether with the dieinclinatiun towards }our' 
j'«rson, now subsided?" 
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wliich oven tho wrath of man is made to praise 
God. A dark side, as well as a bright one, has tho 
pillar which shows Israel tho way to deliverance 
and rest. AVhile thero were other matters which 
strongly pressed in that direction, tliis sad occur- 
rence had much to do— pcrliaps was the determin- 
ing weight' — in hastening, if not wholly bringing 
about, Kclilnttcr's vinit to Kuropo, which followed 
in tho beginning of the year ITt'il, and from which 
succeeded such vant results for good to tho (icrnian 
Kefonned churches in this country. Thi.n gloomy 
de.Holation wrought in tho smaller circle of his own 
pastoral charge was tho occa.>ion, if not the cau^^e, 
^ of opening to him a door for far more extended 
usefulness to tho church in generah This the con- 
tinuation of our narrative will show. 

I ** Weilen dio betrubtoii uuibstUiidc Iiiesij;er Philadclphis- 
chcr und andcrcr Keforiuirtcn f;cn)cincn in unscrcoi Pentihjl- 
Tanicn uns untcr ordnun^ stcbeiidc und init Gottcs BeistaDd 
ljG8tUndi<; daran haltcn wullcndc Pcdi;;crgedrungcn abcrmahlea 
eino c(otualo vcrsammlunj; albicr in Philadclpliia auf die unten 
Bcnanto zcit (l>cccn)1ior 13th, IToO) xu haltcn, um abbiilf 
licho wc;;c zusanicn su crlindcn, wie dicHcin olend lu Ktcucren 
Bci, und da)K*i Kcin bcf|ucincrc8 Mittio und We;; gcfundcn 
wordcn, aU Seiner- Wobl Kbrwurdcn II r. rfarrur Sobluttcr auf 
lu tra;;en, aufd cbcbto cino lleiHC auf Holland zu tbun, und 
daMclbiit bci dcnen Ilucbwurdi;;cn S^nodcn, aU unserc Iloch* 
suclirendc licf>o Kirchcn %uttcrn i;cbiiri;;c vor&tcllung za 
Diachen, um zu solicn, ob wir mit in dicsen so vtT virrctcn 
untHtUndcn luit Ilulfc und Kath von danncn KUntcn verschca 
wcrdon, aU woran wir dann audi unt«*r Ciottcs ■o;;cn und 
willon nicbt Zwcifflon." lAttcr (>/ the ojfirers of Cut tt» to the 
conift'f'jtttion at L'tHOtitfcr, inviting ihvui to send by Ib'V. 
SliliUttT (or a uiinlstcr, dated Pbila. iHivmbiT liib, \''aK 
Nt; u ciipy in Dr. Mayer's M.SS. vid. ii. p 44. 
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Wo cannot conclude this cliaptcr witbont a 
reflection on tlio sin and miMcry of Htrifo in a con- 
gregation, and among brethren* Not only npon 
those by whom tlio ofienco comcth is there a woo, 
but UfK>n those also who are innocent in its occur- 
rence, yea, **woe unto the world" also, says our 
Saviour, "because of oflences." Tlie ungodly, 
out of the church, are injured in proportion as 
strife in the church confirms them in tlieir sinful 
position and course. A strife, which a small 
amount of prudence and forbearance might prevent, 
it often takes years to cure, and when it is healed, 
the scars remain. " The beginning of strife is as 
when one letteth out water." 

How well it would bo if those who are the actors 
in a religious strife could see its unloveliness, sin- 
fulness, and vanity, as those do who look calmly 
on, and especially as it appears to those who review 
it when fleeting years have caused the Fccnc to 
recede into the distant pa^t. There it stands, a 
picture in a solemn back-ground. The passion 
and the noise have passed away, while the evil and 
the shame alone rise before us without excuse or 
extenuation. While we have no doubt that the 
blood which takes away sin, has sweetly covered 
these follies of our forefathers, yet to us remains 
the sorrow which their remembrance brings. Wo 
ask, where are those earnest contenders of a 
century ago? and the answer which comes over 
the silence of years is, Quietly and peaceably to- 
gether lie their ashes beneath the green sod of 
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Franklin Hriimro. Tlie dead contend no more! 
Their lovo, and their hutrc^d, and their envy, U 
now perinhcd; neither havo they any more a 
portion for ever in anything; that ia done under the 
flun/' 
To as remains tlic solemn lesson. 



CHAPTER IV. 

0CHLATTBB*8 MI88X0V TO lUROFI. 

1751-1752. 

Faox 1744 to tho latter part of 1748, tho Ameri- 
can colonics wcro involved in a gloomy and per- 
plexing war with tho French and Indianfi. This 
made all communication with Euroi>e by writing 
slow and uncertain. During this period^ conipluintM 
were frequent that letters relating to the aftuirs of 
the church, sent by Kclilattcr and his coadjutorH to 
Europe, did not reach their dcritinntion; and mo 
also lotters written from Europe to the American 
Church were not received regularly, and often not 
at all. 

Meanwhile, tho German licformed Churches 
were greatly in want. Tho number of nnni.sters, 
already by far too small, had lately been reduced. 
The Uqv. Ilochreutiner had been taken away sud- 
denly by a mysterious Providence before he had 
properly entered upon his labors in the New World. 
Tho venerable Father Boehm, the oldest minister 
in the service, had been released from his post and 
was gathered to his fathers. Itev. I3arthoIomaui4, 
of Tulpehocken, was in such a state of health as 
to be almost unable to do any service. Lancaster 
was still vacant. Tho four congregationa, Weis- 
eicherland, Modencreek, Cocalico, and Ztltcnrich, 

(70) 
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were vacant, and longed for a pastor; bo also 
Donigal, Swatara, and Quito{K>hilIa« Father 
Boehm's charge in AVhitpen was vacant ; so alffo 
were all the congregations in the regions of the Le- 
high, thp Delaware, and in New Jersey. West of the 
Sunquehanna there was no one but Kev. Mr. Lii^chy 
at York. Monocacy, Connogocheague, and several 
congregations in Virginia, were all without a Hhci>- 
herd. Indeed, of the sixteen charges arranged by 
Bchlatter, and including furty-.six congregations, 
only bix charges, cotniiOKcd of fourteen congrega- 
tions, were properly supplied ; while ten charges, 
including thii1y-two congregations, were entirely 
shepherd h'rt.«. Such were the wants of the churches, 
and all help and encourngernent from the Fatherland 
seemed hhiit out by the dark cloud of war. Xo won- 
der that this Htate of bunpense became painful, and 
eauHcd an earnest inquiry after Kome speedy relief. 
In August, 1750, Mr. Schlatter once more virtitcd 
the churches in the interior with a view of niakini^ 
a careful inquiry into their coi:dItion and want:4, 
that ho might be able to lay their deplorable case 
before the approaching meeting of the Syiuxl, 
and also communicate the same to the Synods of 
Ilolhmd. From that time on till the meeting of 
the Synod, he received various letters pertaining 
to the state of the churches, which laid new liur- 
dens of cuncern up(.n his heart. On the IGth of 
Xovenjber, the Synod convened at Philadelphia; 
but all their earnest deliberations could bring them j 

no relief. Their resources were cxhau.-teJ, and j 

nothing but actual help, by men and means froiii 



72 LIFB AKD LAU0R8 OV 6CULATTKR. 

iibnmd, could meet tbcir olrcady great and still 
growing want^. Their lettern and appculu bad not 
readied Ilollandy and their enibarraHsnieuts grow 
more and more. 

Witliout Iiaving been able to detcrmino upon 
any definite course of action, Synod adjourned^ • 
but only to meet in extraordinary Hynod on tho 
13th of the following mouth. At tho appointed 
timci tho brethren were together, and, after much 
earnest deliberation and prayer, they could think 
of no plan by which tho end in view could bo 
reached except by sending one of their number to 
Kuropc in person to lay their condition before tho 
Christian Hynods of Holland and tho churches of 
the Palatinate and Switzerland. They unanimously 
concluded to take thi»4 course, and accordingly 
ai»pointcd Jfr. Schlatter upon this interesting 
mission, three o( tho ministers engaging at tho 
Kimo tinio to supply his congregations in IMiiladcl- 
phia and Germatitown during his ab.^^cnee. Though 
it cost him a severe struggle to leavo his beloved 
congregations and his young family, yet ho gave 
himself to tho work assigned him in faith, and 
with great self saerilieo and holy courage. 

As tho need was urgent, lie delayed not, but 
nuido immediate preparation for tho voyage and 
work. Synod provided hrn with necessary in- 
structions and testimonials, lie was also provided 
with a passport and commendation from tho Hon. 
James Jfamilton, Ksq., (Jovernor of tho JVovinco 
of rennsylvania, a copy of which has been pro- 
served in the Pennsylvania Archives. As a matter 
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of liiHtory, M woll on of curiosity, we give this 
venerable document literally in the »tyle of the time* 

*^m THE HON* JAMES IIAHILTOy, E8Q., OOVERXOR. 

To all to whom ihe$e frennU $hall come or may con^ 
crrHf 
Grketino : 

I do hereby certify y* y* Bearer hereof, y* Rev- 
erend Mr. Michael HIatter, hath for eome years last 
past, rcHide<l in quality of y* Minister of y* High 
Dutch Uoformcd Calvinist Church, \v*Mn this City, 
and during y^ time hath not only exercit^ed k 
performed y* Dutys of his s** OfBee w*^ a Fuitable 
Zeal, Diligence, and Sobriety, but hath in all other 
reHpcc'ts demeaned himself in y* goo<I and pious 
manner becoming one of his Function, so far as I 
know or have been informed. And he having 
now reprcHcnted to me y* he is obliged to take a 
voynge from henco to London, k from thence to 
Holland and Switzerland, in onler to a[(iK>ar before 
y* MoHt IJcverend y* Synodn or other Ecclefiiastical 
Dodys of South and North Holland, on behalf of 
y* Congregations of y* several riiunhes of that 
rerHwanion within this Province, and de'<iring my 
liU'vui'o or Ta^Mport for his hafo (*oiidu<'t in IiIh h** 
Voyage, 1 do, by IIicho prcMcntu, not only (irant 
unto the n*' Mich* Slatter my rermin^ion to pa^s 
and r(*paHs unmoleHted w*''in y* Litnits of my ^aid 
(}overnfnent, but also dc*riin! all (lovernorrf, Magis- 
tratcs k Oilicers in sueli Foreign Stato^i k Do- 
minions as are in Amity w*** y' Crown of (i* lirituin, 
thro' whoso Territories y h* Mich. Slatter bhall 
7 
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have occasion to travel, to Grant bim their Bafo 
Conduct k Protection, w^ liberty to pass and ro- 
pass w'^ bis proper Eflbcts, be behaving as becometb. 

In Testimony whereof, I have hereto set my Hand 
k caased y* Lesser Seal of y* S^ Prov. to bo 
hereto affixed at Phila., y* 2t)th day of January, 
Anno Domini, 1750-51.'" 

In addition to these, he bore with him nu» 
merous Testimonials from the most rcspectablo 
sources in church and state — from prominent 
Presbyterian ministers, and from the Ministerium 
of the Evangelical Lutheran Church.' 

Wishing once more to commune with his people, 
he administered the Holy Supper in his congrega- 
tion in IMiiladeliiliin, on C'liristnins day. Having 
now ma<Ie all the nocossary arrangotnontH lor liin 
voyage and ahnenee, ho, an lie tells us, rornniended 
hiniHcIf '*t(» the Fatherly protection of that Hod 
whose help and deliverance he had often expe« 
rieuced," bade adieu to the partner of his earthly 
life, and w*ent on board the ship at New Castle, on 
the 5th day of Februarj-, A. D. 1751. 

Remembering the perils through which he passed 
on his first voyage to America about four years 
previous, he was not without anxieties as he entered 
upon the broad bosom of the rolling deep. The 
voyage, however, was prosperous, and for that 
time, not very protracted, being not quite five weeks 
on the way. ^' On the 11th of March," he tells us 

I Penn. Archives, toI. ii. p. C7, G8. 

* Soe the iDtroduction to his Journal, by. the commissioneri 
of the Classis of Amsterdam. 
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ill hb Journal, ^* wo entered the Port of Dartmoath. 
From thence, I eontinued my joarney by laud, 
arrived on the ISth, at Exeter, on the 15th, at 
Bristol ; and on the 22d, by the grace of God, I 
arrived in good health in London, after a jouniey 
on land of 2U0 miles/' lie left London on the 
3l8t of March, und on the 12th of April, he arrived 
safely at Ilelvoetsluy^, a small but well fortiiied 
town, on the Bouth side of the ihland of Voorne, 
in South Holland. lie landed, sla ho tells us, 
^Uhanking God with heart and lips" for his kind 
care in bringing him thus far, and prayed. anew 
that his mission in behalf of the destitute congre* 
gations of rennsylvania might find favor with the 
Christian Synods of Holland. 

Ho directed his course first of all to Amsterdam, 
to meet the commissioners of the Cla^Ms of Amster- 
dam, under whone auspices he had gone to America 
in 1740, and with whom he had been in corres- 
pondence. The interest which this Classis, and its 
standing commis:«ioners, had so long and {>er5e- 
vcringly manifested in the afiairs of the American 
churclics, insured him a warm reception; and ho 
felt himself in tho midst of Christian friends and 
counsellors, on whose sympathy and aid he could 
rely. The commissioners were the more rejoiced 
to see him, inasmuch as little had been heard from 
him since his first report soon after his arrival in 
America, owing to the uncertainty of communica- 
tion on account of the war. Hchides, unfavorable 
and one-sided reports had boon sent to Holland, in 
relerenco to Mr. Schlatter, growing out of the 
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improper and ungrateful eoarse parsaed toward 
him by Hr. Steiner and bis adherents. These 
reports had for a long time caused them deep con- 
cern, and even led them to fear that all their hopes 
in reference to the Aincrioan churches would bo 
destroyed, and their labor prove in vain. Glad 
were they to bo disabused and relieved of their 
suspense by the appearance of Mr. Schlatter in 
their midsty and to see from bis Testimonials, not 
only that he had labored faithfully in Americn, and 
stood high in the confidence of the whole Ccrtus, 
but had been entrusted by them with a most 
important mission, which had directly in view the 
furtherance of the very interest in which they had 
been so deeply concerned. 

Ue arrived in Amsterdam just at the right time, 
inasmuch as that Reverend Classis met on the 3d 
of May in that year, and an opportunity was thus 
aflbrded him to lay the subject of his misniou 
before that body. The Classis approved his Testi- 
monials, and heard his statements with great 
interest. Seeing that the subject of his minnion 
was too great and far-reaching to bo disposed of at 
once, tho Classis referred it to a committee of seven 
ministers, who wero to report on it at tho next 
meeting of Classis. This committee spent Fcveral 
days in interview with Mr. Schlatter, examining 
liis numerous Testimonials, his extensive Journal, 
and his papers relating to tho unfortunate difficulty 
with Mr. Stciner in Philadelphia. The result was, 
that they acquitted him fully in rei^ard to tho 
cliargcs and insinuations that had preceded him to 
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Hollandy and wore dooply imprcssod with the great 
work necessary to bo done for the destitatc Ro> 
formed chu relies in Atnericn. 

Tho conunitteo recommended to him, with the 
ndvico and consent of the Reverend Deputies of 
the Synod, to prepuro, in tho Dutch hinguage, a 
detailed Htatement, as well of his labors thus fur, 
OS also of tho Btato and wants of tho congregations 
in America as he had found them, to have the same 
printed, and laid before tho Christian Synods as 
the basis of an application to them, and through 
them to the churches of Holland, for help. The 
whole report of the conmiittce, with this suggestion, 
was laid before the next meeting of Classis on the 
7th of June, and received its approbation. Mean- 
while, Mr. Schlatter had consulted the Iteverend 
Deputies, and with their approval, had drawn up 
a statement for the Synods as suggested ; which 
ho now asked the Classis to examine. This was 
done. It was approved, and tho same committee 
was continued, with instructions to lend him as far 
OS possible their assistance in having it printed; 
and olso, at Mr. Schlatter's request, to accompany 
it with a commendatory preface in the name of the 
Classis. This was done, and the little book was 
published by a bookseller in Amsterdam, a pious 
Deacon in the church there, who did it at his 
own expense and- risk, not with hope of proiit, 
but from love to the cause. In due time, the work 
appeared, and was distributed to the members of 
the Classis and Synod, and to other charitable 
persons throughout Holland. As this interesting 
7* 
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and touching publication is given in fall in this 
work, it is not necessary to enter into particulars 
as to its contents. 

The Synod of North Holland met at Edam, in 
August of that year, 1751. Mean whilcy Mr. Schlatter 
wus busily engaged in arranging all necessary 
preliminaries, that the subject of his mission niiglit 
come up before the Synod in a way to promise 
liuccess. When Synod was assembled, he was 
present, and easily obtained permission not only to 
lay this publication before that venerable body, but 
alho to present before tliem a verbal report and 
flp|ieal* The Synod was much interested, and 
deeply moved by the simple and wurm-liearted 
statements of the ardent and devoted m'lHhionary 
from the New World. A committee of live promi- 
nent ministers was immediately appointed to con- 
8i<Ier the whole matter pertaining to the Pennsyl- 
vania churches, and report durhig the sessions of 
Synod. Their report, well-matured and highly 
favorable to Mr. Sehlatter's mission, was handed 
in before the adjournment of Synod, and passed as 
an act of Synod. This interesting report we give 
in full in another place. 

Among other things, it was rcconmiendod in this 
Iteport, that Mr. Schlatter should himself visit 
Germany and Switzerland, provided with a proper 
Testimonial and with travelling money, to enlist 
the sympathy and cooperation of the churches 
there, and especially, to seek out some suitable 
ministers as laborers for the Pennsylvania iield. 

Though he felt anew the strong drawings of his 
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heart toward his family^ his congre«ration8, his 
brethren, and his work in the Xew Worlds yet, 
being convinced that great good would result from 
such an extension of his missionary ^isit, he was 
not disobedient to what he believed to be ''a 
heavenly vision." Furnished with his Testimonial — 
to use his own language — "in the name of God, 
I travelled into Germany and Switzerland." This 
journey he commenced soon after the meeting of 
the Kynod of North Holland, early in Autumn; 
his Testimonial in datc'd September 10th, 1751. 

On li'iH way, he called on Dr. Kreacni, in Frank- 
fort, upon whom lie ma<]o a favorable imprci^Hion, 
and from whom he received much encouragement. 
In theValatinate,hcwaH well received by Christians, 
and wan hucccn.sIuI in indiKing flcvcral ministers to 
devote themselvcH to the f^ervice of the American 
churchc8. Still more extensive was the sympathy 
manifested for his cause in his own beloved Father- 
land. He was favored "ever\-where with extraor- 
dinary kindness, love, and truly paternal benevo- 
lence." 

He spent four months in Germany and Switzer- 
land ; and toward the beginning of February, 1752, 
ho returned to Frankfort. Meanwhile, ho had 
found many in Switzerland who were of opinion 
that it would greatly aid the advancement of the 
very important work entrusted to him, if the small 
work published in Holland, in Dutch, with its 
appendices, were also translated into the German 
language, and distributed in the Fatherland. Tlie 
suggestion commended itself to his judgment; and 
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having translated the work himselfy he published 
it on bis return, at Frankfort, aided by the friendly 
counsel of Dr. Freseni* He accompanied the work 
with a beautiful and stirrin^if preface, and dedicated 
it, with a commendatory address : ^* To the Honor- 
able, Judges, Grand Bailifi*s, and Councils of the 
Evans^clical cantons and cities of the noble Swiss 
confederacy."* This same work was afterwards 
also translated into English by Itcv. Mr. Tlioinpson, 
English Keformcd minister in Amsterdam, and 
distributed throughout Great Britain and Scotland, 
where it was the means of cflccting great results, 
of which we have elsewhere spoken in this volume.' 
Having now accomplished the work of his 
important mission in Europe — setting in motion 
influences and appliances, which, through many 
subsequent years, contined to flow like a stream 
of salvation, to refresh and help the American 
churches — he began to set his face whither his 
heart was always turned, toward his home, and the 
field of his labor in the distant New World. Though 
all the results of his mission were not yet developed, 
yet he returned not without important tangible 

I This work was out only published in separate book form 
for general diKtributlon, but Dr. Frcscni also publiHhcd it in 
bis serial work called Pastoral Sammlungcn. The Author has 
been fortunato enough to procuro a copy of this work in both 
forms, of publication :•— in Dr. Froseiii's work it covers VJO 
pages, and in tho separate book form, \)2 largo (piarto pagi^s. 
For the latter, wo are indebt<Ml to some unknown fri<Mid in St. 
Qall, who sent it to us by mail through Pattor (jlinz, Ucformod 
miniHtor there. 

' See the chapter on Schlatter and tho Charity Schools. 
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fruits. By the kind aid of Revr Prof. Araoldi, in 
Ilerborn,' ho had gathered six newly ordained^ 
learned, and pious ininiisters, who, commissioned 
by the authorities of the Synods of Holland, 
accompanied him across *the ocean, to labor in the 
dcAtitute American churches. IIo also brought 
w*ith him *^ substantial aid in money, and Fcven 
hundred German Bibles, five hundred of which 
were in folio, presented to him by members of the 
churches of Amsterdam."* 

Solemn and impressive were the immediate pre- 
liminaries and the fiiiul dt'parture of Mr. Schlatter 
and the b\x young ministers. A notice of the 
farewell solemnities appeared in the number for 
May, 17r>2, of a Monthly publi>ljed in Zurich. 
**Iicv. Michael ►^ehlattcr actually mailed from Hol- 
land for IV'iin.sylvania, in March. Of the six 
candidates which he secured in Nassau district, ono 
went back, yielding to the earnest entreaties of his 
mother. His place has, however, been filled by 
another from the Berg district, who, with his 
wife, has undertaken the journey. These candi- 
dates were all examined and ordained at the Hn^rue. 



' In a serial work entitled " Monthly R'*port9 of remarkalile 
efcnts in tho year 1752," edited by Zicgler, book publisher in 
Zurich, is a notice which we translate : 

'* Marcu. Ib'v. Michael Schlatter has returned a;;ain from 
Frankfort tu Anihtcrdam with his cousin Chrii^topher. As 
Appears from a letter uf U«'T. Iliidmaker, ho ban throu«;h Kcv. 
Prof. Arnold! in H<'rb<irn, pathrrrd nix y^^un^ randidatos, who 
are to bu examined in llollaml, and there dedicated to tho 
servlofj of the iViinKylvania ehundien." 

• l>r. Do Witt in ChriMian Intel. S'pt. 'Jld, l^^I. 
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They also approved themselves by preaching trial 
sormonsy and the whole occasion was concluded in 
the most solemn and edifying manner by a thanks- 
giving sermon from Kev. Superintendent Schlatter. 
Meantime, says Kev. Iludmaker in the Hague, ho 
hopes that those in PcnnHylvania wlio arc hunger- 
ing for tho public wornhip of God, will thus bo 
supplied by the help of these EvangeliHtH." 

The account further adds: ^^Tliis undertaking, 
reckoning tlie travelling expenses of Kev. Schlatter, 
has cost about four thounand florins. The Synod 
in Holland entertain the surest hope that, as tho 
Palatines have already sent over throe hundred 
florins fur this object, the Swiss brethren, at their 
general summer meeting at Frauenfold, will alno 
couHider the matter favorably, and op<>n their 
hearts and hands in tho way of help. Wo hopo 
alno that tho same may bo demo by private perHons 
of wealth." » 

A kind Providence, to whose care they entrusted 
themselves, brought them safely over tho great 
deep, and in tho night preceding July 28th, 1752, 
they arrived in New York. On the following day, 
they were most cordially welcomed by Kev. 
Muhlenberg, who, when the six young miniHters 
were introduced to him, in view of the difllculties 
of tho field and the labor before them, very beauti- 
fully and appropriately addressed them in our 
Saviour's memorable words: '^ Behold, I send you 

I Monatlicho Naclirichtcn clni|;or Morkwurdigkoitcn vom 
Yttlir 17r>2. edit. v. Xicglcr, Uuclidruckor in Zurich/' 
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forth 08 sbocp in tho midst of wolves: bo yc thcro 
foro wiso OS serpents and liarmlesn as doves," ^ 

Having refrrsliod himself Hontewliat — after an 
unusually protracted voyage of nearly four niontlis— 
with his intimate, faithful, and generous friend, 
liev. Muhlenberg, he hastened to his family and 
friends in I'hiladelphia, and his brethren in Penn- 
sylvania. 

1 Hal. Xochrickten, pp. &(rJ, 00?,, 501. 



OIIAPTEIIV. 

fOfl&ATTIft*! APPEAL TO Till OSVBOllll 

IX XUROPl. 

1762. 

This is the place to introdace Schlatter's appeal 
to the churches in Europe and its accompanying 
documents as they were published in Dutch, GermaUi 
and English, and used with such glorious effect in 
the prosecution of bis mission. This eloquent and 
touching statement may be truly regarded as the 
flower of his Life, and the noblcnt monument of 
his Labors. Li it will be found a full and particular 
account of his past labors in the New World, and 
the sources of many blossed streams which aller* 
wards flowed in to gladden the fields of the long 
uncultivated American )ieritag(¥. 

Tbe intercHting facts licre recorded, while tliey 
nro inseparablo from tbe Life of H(;blattcr, are at 
the same time, tbe most important and reliabto 
sources of tbe history of tbe (Jermaii Jiuformed 
church in America. Without them, we would know 
comparatively little of the deplorable spiritual 
destitutions of tbe first Itcformcd emigrants, of the 
rise of many of our oldest congregations, of the 
self-denying labors of the first Reformed ministers, 
and of the truly Christian sympathy and help 

(81) 
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oxtondod to ttjctn by tlio brethren of the Father* 
land. 

Tho reader will feel in pnH/m^ nlonf;, an wo havo 
often felt while making tliin roconlt that there has 
perhapM, not lK*en nince the Hefonnation, a hiMt4>rical 
iaet that rUvtt to mucIi true Christian Miihliniity ot 
tlio uiiweari(»(l and diMinterented devotion of tlio 
ehureheM of Holland, tlie I'ulatinatey and 8vvitzer« 
hind, to tho infant and Htru^r^Iinj; ehurchc.') of tho 
distant New World, Kvcrlasling gratitude be given 
first to God, and then to them, for their works of 
life and love — and everlasting honor to that blespod 
religion of Jesus Christ, whidi can inspire human 
hearts to become 8o much like Himself and His 
lioly angeln, ha in hucIi a spirit to oiler themselves 
and theirs in tho service of others without seekiiixr 
tlieir own udvantiigo iiiid liuiiur. 
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COXMSKDATOKT ADDBttS BT THE AUTHOB tO THB 

8WI88 COKFIDBEACT. 



Moit JSxeeUent and GraciouM Father$: 

The following report is written in behalf of manj 
thousand German and Swiss brethren, holding the 
Bamo faith with ourselves, who dwell, it is true, 
half the circle of the world from you, but who 
were for the most part heretofore your subjects, 
and children of your soil, and who are as yet not 
in a condition properly to provide themselves and 
their children with the ordinary means of grace. 

Since I stand pled<^cd, in the fear of God, as far 
as possible, to care for their spiritual welfare, it is 
my desire in this most humble communication, 
which I have prevaile<l upon myself afloctionatdy 
and with reverence, to lay before your Excellencies, 
to suggest : 

Whether it may please your Gracious Honors to 
cast a sympathising eye toward this multitude of 
scattered souls, so greatly in need of instruction, 
and cause them in such way and manner as shall 
]ilease you, to experience something of the opera- 
tions of that generous love, which already rejoices 
the hearts of so many fellow Christians. 

8* (^'^) 
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Althoagh tho high and nohle state of the Pro- 
vince of Holland has promised us a very important 
help annually ; and tho most of the Synods of the 
Netherlands kindly intend to give us a very eon- 
siderable support ; still there is yet much needed 
to carry forward this great and important work, 
and to place the churches and schools in Pennsyl- 
vania in a desirable condition. 

On this account, I turn also to you. Gracious 
Fathers of my Fatherland, and repeat the earnest 
request, which the highly Honorable and Christian 
Synods a short time ago humbly sent to your 
Excellencies through mo, with the most respectful 
solicitation that Your Honors may graciously take 
these presentations into consideration. 

It is tnie many, by inconHidcrate emigration, 
have rendered themselves unworthy of your favor 
and providence; still may your Honors bo pleased 
to regard the innocent children, which cannot dis- 
cern their right hand from the loft. I plead for 
precious souU, which belong to the Creator, yea, 
to that Father in Heaven, Avho has been unto this 
day a wall of fire around your government and 
Confederacy. Help, that dying persons may have 
opportunity to prepare themselves, after this life, 
to glorify with you that God whom your Gracious 
Honors serve, in whose name you rule so happily, 
and whoso blessed communion you expect to enjoy. 

May Jehovah continue to conBrm the noble con- 
federacy; and may God, even the God of your 
fathers, remain your God unto the end of days. 
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After commondinf^ myself in deepest devotion 
to your continaed fuvor, I bavo the honor, with 
troo esteem, to be 

Yoar Ilonors* very submissive well-wisher 
and servant, 

Michael Schlatter, 

Refonncd Minister in PbiladelpbiB, nn^l 
Citiicn of the town of St GalL 

on my journey to America^ 

Ftb. 6. 1752. 



PREFACE BY THE AUTHOR. 



SnrcB there are many in Switzerland who are 
anxioQs for the extension of the Church of God, 
and who believe that it is highly necessary for the 
advancement of the important work entrusted to 
me» that the following Tract, with its appendices, 
be translated into Qerman, it has now appeared in 
that language. I have the firmest confidence that 
it will be of 8cr>'ico in this cause, and that it will 
not be taken amiss in me, if I earnestly commend 
the substance of this publication to all and singly, 
the venerable and Christian ministers of the Evan- 
gelical confederacy, and humbly pray them to make 
such use of it as will subserve the good of the con- 
gregations in rcnnsylvania. 

Very Iteverendy very learned and piouB Lordiy very 
Uonorahle Fathen and Brethren in Christ Jesm: 

Let it please your Kxcellencies to regard with 
favor, that which I have ventured to address to you. 
An earnest desire for the salvation of many 
immortal souls, the communion of that holy power, 
in which the church in all parts of the earth stands 
in the same catholic Head, Christ; yea, your 
praise-worthy zeal, venerable Fathers and Brethren, 
for the spread of the kingdom of Christ and His 
holy Gospel, must serve tis an apology for the 
liberty 1 have thus taken. 

(02) 
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I feci the more free in doing this, ioasmnch as I 
had lately the honor of being favored everywhere, 
by your Excellencies, with such undeserved, but 
extraordinary kindness, love, and truly paternal 
benevolence. This has also served, in no small 
degree, to encourage me in my w*ork, %vhich is in 
some respects, very difficult and wearisome. 

Allow mo yet, highly esteemed sen'ants of our 
Redeemer, before I leave Kuropc, humbly to recom- 
mcii<l this Tract to yon, with the guhmi.-sive prayer, 
that your Excellencies will have the goodness to 
regard and consider what U therein addrcr'sod to 
the venerable and Christian Synods, and the inhabi- 
tants of the Xetheriands, as ppoken to you and your 
hearers, an<l that you may aeconlingly, with prayer 
to God, also labor for the spread of the kingdom 
of Christ in America. There is no doubt, that 
when in all [ilaces, so many Kighs and intercessions 
shall arise to the throne of God, we shull be visited 
with help from his sanctuary, and be blessed with 
growth. 

May not also your Excellencies be able and will- 
ing to devise ways and means of assistance ^ — ^may 
those whom God has richly blessed with temporal 
good, be encouraged through you, to send bread 
over the water, in order that our ministry and 
schools in that corner of the earth may bo brought 
into circumstances to be successful, in imitation of 
the praise-worthy example of our highly venerated 
Fathers and Brethren in the Xetherlands, who are 
employing all their po\^crs to provide for our 
Hpiritual necessities. 
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The Lord, our Qod, crown your Kxcclloncios 
with exceeding grace, and your holy luboni with 
living fruits; timt at liut you, with all the sheep of 
your folds, may greatly increase the number of the 
glorified who stand before the throne of God, to 
be eternal and adoring witnesses to the love of the 
great Shepherd of the sheep. 

I commend myself to your prayers and well- 
wishes, and remain, with the tenderest esteem, 

Your Excellencies' obedient, 
devoted sen^ant and co-laborer in the 

kingdom of Christ, 

Michael Schlatter, 

Rcformod Minister in rbiladolphit. 
February 1th, 1752. 



mnODVCTIO!! BT THE COMMMSIOXCIUi OF THB 
CU88I8 OF AM8TEBDAM. 



Grace with peace, and love with faith, from God 
the Father, and the Lord Jesus Christ, be with the 
Brethren, and with all charitable Christians, who 
love Zion, and are grieved for the afflictions of 
Joscpb. 

TIio extensive fraternal correspondence wliich 
our chiHtiis keeps up, not %vithout labor and expense, 
with the most of churches in foreign parts, as well 
in the distant Kast as in the West, shows how much 
they take their condition to heart, and how willingly 
they do their part, according to their best ability, 
to assist them with counsel, and by acts of benevo- 
lence. The congregations in the whole of the 
northern part of America, have alrea<ly, for a long 
time, been objects of their especial care and 
attention. The condition of the Dutch conirroira- 
tions in Xew Xetherland, New York, Xew Albany, 
and other pIace.-<, bos from time to time been made 
tolerably familiar to her; and, that the Classis has 
not refused to extend to them their tender love and 
care, the congregations themselves can best testify. 

As regards the true eon<Iition of the (jerman 
congregations in Pennsylvania and neighboring 
Provinces, they had hitherto been able to obtaiu 
but little reliable information, however much their 
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attention has been directed toward them. They 
coald, it 18 true, discover that the congregations 
were evidently increasing in numbers, inasmuch as 
thousands of persons, from the Palatinate, from 
Switzerland, and from other parts of Germany 
emigrated thither, among whom were very many * 
attached to the Kvaiigclioal doctrine and worHhip 
of the lleformcd church. Whether tlioy are all 
under good or bad training, it is not for us to 
decide, 

T?ie less the ClaBsis was able to obtain liglit in 
regard to thcHO people, the more wha their dcHire 
for inibrmation increased, and they luivu been 
careful not to lose sight of this prominent branch 
of the Protestant and Heformed church ; CHpeciully 
that part in the New AVorld; but sought oppor- 
tunity to turn the stream of Xetherlund benevo- 
lence in that direction ; the more so, as it ftcenied 
that there was great need of teachers, and that the 
wants of the congregations were very great. 

About twenty years ago, it ap])earcd as if there 
was a prospect of obtaining infornuition in regard 
to the condition of these churches, and of being 
placed iu a situation to extend the right kind of 
assistance to our brethren in the same faith who 
had removed to the New World. A minister and 
an elder. Rev. Mr. Weiss and Elder Keif, came 
over from America, and made known to the Synod 
of South and North Holland, and also to our 
Classis, the pressing wants of the scattered and 
shepherdless sheep of this new field of the Church 
of God, and entreated for support and help. 
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Now, although tho truo. position of afiaira, and 
tho precise condition of tlio congregations in tboe>e 
regions, remained very much hidden, yea, in the 
dark, yet still the Chri:»tian Kynod and our Clai^i^is 
did not lo.so sight of this interest. The article 
having reference to the churches in PenuFylvania, 
still renuiiiied alive in the acts of every Synod, and 
all tho Clurthis give assurance, from year to year, 
that they dcniro more particular information in 
regard to this point. 

In tho year 17t<i, tho I{ev. Miciiael Hclilatter, 
V. J). M., of Hi. (Jail, in Switzcrlan<l, was led 
hither hy that divine iVovideiico which we hhould 
never forget to adore. This man, worthy, learned, 
and gifted of (jod with many talent.-*, ailer he 
hecamu acquainted with one and another of tho 
memhers of our Classis, and had made known his 
inclination to devote himself, at least for a time, 
to tho Kcrvico of his destitute hrethren in the faith 
in iVntiHylvania, among whom were many of his 
own countrymen, was recommended to the Depu- 
ties of hotli Kynodn, with whom he also himself 
became more intimately acquainted. These mw 
in him so many evidences of lirm and correct judg- 
ment, peculiar iitness, and glowing zeal, to serve 
the Church of God also in these distant regions, 
that they regarded it good and proper, not only to 
send liim into this iield as a regular shepherd and 
teacher, but also, with the full consent of both 
Hynods, to invest him with one of the most impor- 
tant commissions, whicli was comprehended in 
most positive instructions: namely, that he should 
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visit, in the name and by direction of the Synods 
of South and North Holland, the scattered congre- 
gations which exist in this whole country, carefully 
to inquire into their condition, and bring them, as 
far as possible, into proper order and regulation 
by ordaining elders and deacons. Farther, that 
he should ascertain from each congregation how 
much they could and would contribute annually 
for the support of a minister in case one should be 
sent to them ; and that he might also, after he had 
arranged all these matters, and had, from time to 
time, given a faithful and reliable report to the 
Christian Synods, select for himself, in some con- 
gregation, a place of permanent labor, to which, 
if the people desired, they might call him as their 
regular l*astor. 

Our Classis took a prominent part in this matter, 
and gave to it its support in every way and man- 
ner to the extent of its ability. Mr. Schlatter, 
convinced of our zeal and care for the churches in 
Pennsylvania, freely promised to keep up a corres- 
pondence with our Classis. 

In the first year after his departure, wo received 

a report of his safe arrival in America, and an 
account of what he, from time to time, accom- 
plished, by which the Christian Synod and our 
Classis received more though still inadequate light ; 
nevertheless, it became evident to them that there 
existed the greatest want of ministers, and that the 
most of these members were erring and wandering 
about without shepherds, seeking good pastures, 
but scarcely finding any. 
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Tbo Cbristian Synods, and aUo oar Classia, have 
cndeavoredi as far as possible, to devise means to 
meet this %vant ; and already in the two first years 
tbey sent over four ministers. One of tbese, bow- 
ever, it has pleased a sovereign God to remove, 
tbroiigb an uncollected and very melancholy death, 
just at the time when he was ready to enter upon 
bis holy duties in the large congregation at Lan* 
caster, which had given )iim a regular calL An« 
other, instead of promoting peace, unity, and 
edification, and doing the work of an evaiigolifrt in 
the congregation wliich desired his ser\*iccs, suf- 
fered liinisi'lf unfortunately to he used as an instru- 
ment to disturb the much desired and blooming 
peace, allowing himself to be persuaded, without 
an orderly call and confirmation by the churches 
to perform ministerial ser\'ices in a small part of 
the congregations of Philadelphia and German, 
town, to which Mr. {Schlatter had been regularly 
called, and in which he had been properly installed, 
where also he had performed his duties with all 
faithfulness. Thus, there bos not been as much 
accomplished as was expected. 

During the following years very few, indeed 
almost no reports were received which could give 
us a more 6atisfaet4)ry and true idea of the condi- 
tion of the congregations ; because the majority of 
the letters that were sent were lost through tbo 
unfortunate war troubles and other casualties. 
On the contrary, unfavorable and partial reports 
were sent in through Mr. X. to the IJeverend 
Deputies of the Kynod, and these did not fail to bo 
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accompanied with exaggerations and additions, 
calculated to bring Mr. Schlatter into bad repute. 

These two unfortnnate circumstances coming 
together brought our Christian Synods and also 
our Classis into deep concern; yea, even caused 
us to fear that our hopes would again be frustrated 
and our labor prove in vain. 

At the time, however, when we were in the 
utmost perplexity, and were well nigh ready to 
give up all as lost, Mr. Schlatter appeared 
just at the right time in our Classical Assem- 
bly, which ivas held on the 3d of May in this 
year, 17ol. He showed us his instructions from 
the lievcrcnd Ccctus in rennsylvanio, asked 
for time and opportunity to give the necessary 
information in regard to the matter, that the 
Classis might be convinced of the pressing wants 
of the congregations in these regions, and be the 
more powerfully moved to extend faithful aid and 
deliverance in every possible way to these sheep 
without shepherds. 

The Classis saw as well the importance as the 
greatness of this work ; and felt that it was much 
too far-reaching to bo acted upon as it deserved 
during the present meeting. It, therefore, saw 
proper to refer the matter to a committee, and 
appointed us the undersigned, to enter into closer 
communication with Mr. Schlatter, carefully to 
examine the writings he has brought with him, 
which refer to the discords in the congregations in 
Philadelphia and Germantown, but especially to 
the condition of the churches in Pennsylvania, and 
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to report on the whole matter at the next meeting 
of Classis. 

The committee spent the following day, besides 
aeveral other days, in interview with Mr. Schlat- 
ter, and in carefully examining a great number 
of very important testimonials, written in Latin, 
German, Dutch, and English. From these they 
have found : 

1. The perfect innocence of Mr. Schlatter in 
the matter of those di.scord.s, and the improper 
conduct of Rev. Mr. Steiuer, and the few who 
adhered to him. AVe might here give a full 
account of this afiuir, had not Mr. Schlatter 
most earnestly besought us to say as little as 
possible in regard to it, inasmuch as he did not 
come over here to complain, or to bring tidings of 
misfortune, for he hud learned to forbear with 
longrsulicring and patience what was laid upon 
him, and as he hoped by his love, discretion, and 
forbearance, to be able also to win those who had 
hitherto been influenced by prejudice against him. 

Nevertheless, we cannot omit stating that, to 
our full satisfaction and with much pleasure, wo 
liuvo read very many testimonials, as well from 
civil sources as from ecclesiastical meetings and 
persons, in which Mr. Schlatter is not only fully 
justified in regard to this matter, but also in 
general, highly praised on account of his ujiright- 
ness, pcaceablcness, and the unwearied zeal and 
faithfulness which he has shown, as well in carrj-- 
ing out the objects of his commission, as in the 
duties of his office, and in bearing upon his heart 
9* 
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the interests of the chareh in Pennsylvania* Among 
these testimonials we may mention as of particular 
note: one from His Excellency the Governor 
embodied in his passport: one from the noble, 
worthy Mayor of Philadelphia : one also from the 
six respectable men, mostly of religious sentiments, 
difTering from his, who had been appointed as 
arbitrators: one from Hon. R. Peters, secretary of 
State in Pennsylvania: one from the church in 
Pennsylvania itself: one from the congregation in 
Philadelphia, signed by the Elders, Deacons, and 
many other members: one from Dr. It. Jcnncy, 
conimipsary and minister of the Knglish churchci* 
in Pennsylvania: one from the Reverends Robert 
Cross, Gilbert Tennant, and Charles Rcatty, Presby- 
terian ministers in and about Philadelphia: and 
finally, one from the Kvangelical Lutheran Minis- 
tcrtum, which body had been consulted by Mr. 
Steiner himself in regard to this matter, and 
which declared him as wholly in the wrong, and 
earnestly advised him that ho should desist from 
his attempts. 

2. As regards the condition of the churches in 
Pennsylvania, we have received so much light from 
the extensive Diary in which Mr. Schlatter has 
given an account, not only of his frequent jour- 
neys to many congregations near and remote, 
but also of his acts and labors in them, so that wo 
were in the highest degree surprised at the unwearied 
and almost incredible labors which this faithful 
servant of God — whom in this respect, wo may call 
an apostolical man — has devoted to the churches 
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ill Pennsylvania, and rejoiced in view of the divine 
BupiK>rt which he has experienced in them. At 
the same time, our hearts have been moved in 
tenderest sympathy by the truly sad and deplorable 
condition of so many thousand souls, who hunger 
for the word of the living God ; and in view of the 
largo number in congregations, who like sheep 
without shepherds, are wandering about starving 
and weak without water, in a land which is as tiie 
shadow of death. Wq have been so deeply 
iniprcHsed by these facts as to desire with all our 
hearts, that the main substance of them might not 
only be read by a few in tlio Acts of our christian 
fSynods — in which even the shortest extract would 
bo too long for insertion — but that they might also 
be brought publicly before all congregations, with 
the hope that thoy would thereby be awakened to 
know and appreciate more highly the privileges 
which they enjoy in this blessed land, and also 
strongly incited, not only to agonize in prayer for 
these congregations calling for help, but also to fly 
to their aid with gifts of love, that by these means, 
under the divine blessing, their rescue may be 
gradually eflected. 

On this ground, and to this end, we in a friendly 
way suggested to Mr. Schlatter whether his Rev- 
erenco would not think it well, with the counsel 
and approbation of the lieverend deimties, utriusque 
Synodic to present a detailed statement, as well of 
his labors as of the congregations themselves, and 
to make it the basis of a humble application, which 
he is to make to the christian Synods in behalf of 
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these congregations, and immediately to have it 
printed : that thus it might first he laid opon the 
table of the christian Synods, so that all the honored 
members of it might bo in a better condition, in a 
suitable and devout way, to consider this important 
matter, and then to fall in with it accordingly ; and 
afterwards place this document in the hands of all 
who are dit^poscd to intcront theinsolvcd in the con- 
dition of the churches. 

When in the next Classical meeting, on the 7th 
of June, wo made report of our invest igutions, and 
laid before the Classis, galvo meliori^ our previous 
decision, Mr. Schlatter presented himself; and, 
permission having been given, he reported that the 
lieverend Deputies of the Synod did not disapprove 
of the advice which the committee of the Classis 
of Amsterdam had given him, but were of opinion 
that it might prove useful, and that the Keverend 
Deputies agree that such a statement be printed, 
only that it be done without cost to the Synod, lie 
asked farther, that the Classis would lend him a 
helping hand, and not only examine the statement 
which he had drawn up, and aid him in having it 
printed, but especially, also to accompany it with a 
preface, in order that the condition of the churches 
of Pennsylvania might be recommended to the 
liberality of such as are blessed with means to aid 
and encourage them, lie asked especially, that 
this Classis would not only itself take to heart the 
wants of these destitute members and congrega- 
tions, and give positive assistant'O to so many needy 
ones, who besides calling to God, call also to thoni ; 
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but tbat| at tho approaching; meeting; of tho 
Christian Synod of North Holland, and wherever 
they should be able, they would aid in advancing 
the best interests of these conicrei^ations. 

After tlie meeting had bestowed proper considera- 
tion upon these reproscntationi^, tlie committee 
previously appointed trf invci'tigate this matter were 
solirited anew, and it was made their duty, to 
lend Mr. Schlatter a^'si.Mtanco in having his report 
printed in tho most convenient way, and also, if 
they thought it would he of service, to accompany 
it with a preface, in the name of the Chi.s.sis, 
recommending the case of the churches in Penn* 
sylvania. In tho meantime also, the Classis, at a 
future meetinsTt which is usuallv held before Svnod, 
would decide, how, and in what way, these desti* 
tuto congregations might be most eiloctually 
assisted, and if possible, fully delivered from their 
distressful condition. 

"When the committee, as early as it was possible, 
liad their first meeting, they were concerned lirst 
of all, as to how they might -secure a bookseller 
who would be willing to print this report at his own 
ri.-ik and expense, and to deliver to Mr. Schlatter 
as many copies gratis as ho might need to di.stributo 
among the lleverend members of Synod, in our 
Cla-ssis, and otherwise, wherever it might be thought 
necessary. It was concluded to represent tho 
matter to Mr. J. Lovcringh, bookseller, and a 
faithlul Deacon in this congregation, who af once 
assunu'd this responsibility out of love to these 
congregations; yet with these conditions, namely, 
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tlmt ho sliould bo at Hbortyi nftor Mr. Scbluttor 
had laid tho book not only boforo tho ChrUtian 
Synod of Sonth Ilolland^ but aUo that of North 
Ilollandy publicly to sell tho samOi and that tho 
Reverend committee, as far as they were able, 
would prevent any one disposed to speculate in it 
from printing and publishing an edition before ho 
should bo permitted to make his edition public; 
and that they would therefore agree that tho 
Keverend committee of Chissis declare no coities 
ns genuine, except such as were undersigned by his 
own hand ; to which condition they readily agreed. 
Since all the conditions already stated, agreeably 
to the intention as well of tho lleverend Deputies, 
%itnii»f^ue Stfnoiii^ as of our ("lasnls, were thus met 
and riatisticd, the committee, on account of tho 
approaching opening of tho Christian Synod of 
South Holland, havo solicited one of their number, 
by tho name of Kulenkamp, in connection with 
Mr. Schlatter to undertake and complete tho 
• work without loss of time, acting in concert with 
tho other members of the committee; and that 
abovo all, they should present tho preface, before 
it is handed to tho publinher, to u meeting of tho 
committee to bo called for that purpose, tlmt they 
might examine and sign it. All thin, the member 
of tho committee to whom it was committed, 
cheerfully undertook in dependence upon the grace 
of God — though ho saw fully how severe would 
bo the task, on account of tho short time in which 
it was to be done, and from other circumstances*- 
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Ami \\M nought to pcrfunn it according to tlio bcAt 
of liirt ability. 

H^^ro thoro is n Publication in which is seen, on 
the ono hand, tho suq^riHing and unwearied labors 
performed by Mr. Schlatter in tho prosecution 
of tho work committed to him by tho appointment 
of tho Synod in 174G ; and, on tho other hand, it 
also revcuU tho sad and destitute condition of 
many forlorn congregations in this newly-disco* 
vered part of tho world. Tho fact??, moreover, 
furnish proper occasion for tho humblest tsighs and 
prayoiv, and they otight to awaken tho hearts, not 
only of tho higlior ivrloMastioal assomMie.**, but of 
all nioiiiborH o( tho Krtormed (Miurrhos of tho 
Nellioilands, who can tVrl tho power of Hympatliy, 
and who love tho prosperity of Zion, to extend tho 
most liberal asNistance. Wo hoc no reason why wo 
hhonld )»K*ad tho cause of those needy and destitute 
congregations before tho Christian Synod. Mr. 
Schlatter, their delegate and their organ, has 
caused their plaintivo and heart-moving voice to 
sound in tho ears of our ecclesiastical assemblies 
in such a numner that wo must do violence to our 
own feelings when wo even think of entertaining 
any fears tluit these assemblies will close tliiir 
hearts against the call of these needy and forsaken 
brethren. We are anxious lest when we present 
reasons for activity it might seem as if in one way 
or other wo doubted the zeal, care, and benevo- 
lenco of the Christian Synods. This be far from 
us. Tho Christian Synods, especially those of 
North and South Holland, have for many years 
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sliown how warmly their hearts oro bound to the 
churches of Pennsylvania. Thoy Iiavo manifested 
a far too strong desire and been at much too great 
pains to obtain a fall report of the tnio condition 
of the churches in that land, now when their wIhIi 
in this respect is fulfilled^ and all denired informa- 
tion has been laid beforo them by him whom five 
years ago they themselves sent over for that pur« 
pose, to close their hearts and hands and declino 
aftording all the actual help and encouragement 
which may be in their power. 

We only ask of our brethren to receive it kindly 
and construe it in the mo.st favorable li<;1it, when 
we express pur desire that what Mr. Sclihitter 
so tenderly presents) in regard to the IfeatheniHrn 
of the ancient inhabitants of this land may bo 
made an essential item to bo considered in the 
deliberations of the Synod. Wo foci ourselves tho 
more urged to ask this, because it seems to us that 
tho labors which should bo bestowed in this direc- 
tion would bo more fruitful than those which have 
been bestowed upon other heathens, on account 
of tho good-nature and docile spirit whi(fh charac- 
terize these Pagan tribes. What especially inspires 
us with tho hope that, under tho blessing of God, 
such an eflbrt would not be in vain, is the assur- 
ance which Mr. Schlatter gives us, that ho had 
more than once heard from the Ifonorable Conrad 
Weiser — a highly respectable and respected person 
standinxr in connection with tho Government in 
Pennsylvania, who is acquainted with tho language 
of these heathens, and has often been sent to them 
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with commUsiotift from tlio government, and who 
IB cmployc<l ail intcri^retcr by the aatboriticfl, and 
who, on account of hit honcnty and cx{»cricncc, 
•tandn in high confidence with them; that the»o 
heathens love very much to hear reli;(i(m si»oken 
of, and f;ivo evident hv^us that they dcMre to liC 
iuHtructed in it; and that they appear to Hhow 
reverence towards tho.-^e wlio, in a i^uitahlo way, 
s])eak to tliem on tiie Hulgect of religion. 

Who knows when it may I>e God*s time to have 
mercy upon the blind heathen ? Wliilst, then, we 
seek in Kimplicity to do what we can, that the 
Iteformed congregations may be jirovidcd with 
more true and able ministorH, there will, no doubt, 
alrio be found among them one and unothcr wlio 
ban couHCcrated hiH whole heart to tlie work of 
building up tlie kingdom of Christ, and wlio will 
be anxious to be placed in a condition wiiere ho 
may ca.st out the net of the (jOHpel on the other 
side of the Hhip among the heathens, in hope and 
with ardent prayer, that from them al»o ho may 
win Bome to the Lord. 

Keeping in mind tliat the burden of the call 
from rennsylvania U for pioufi and well-r|ualifled 
miniHterti and pantorn, we take the liberty frater- 
Daily to remind the Christian Synods of thi^, and 
call upon them to take into careful consideration 
the Buggestions of Mr. Schlatter on tliis point. 
Nearly the largest number of congregations con- 
sists of German Iteformed, who desire ministers 
that under.stand and preach in their own langnngo. 
Where, now, can we seek and iind these exetpt in 
10 
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those lands from wltich tbo most of these members 
have emigrated thither. Experience teaches us 
that not all those, who, from time to time, come 
over from Germany and ofler themselves to us to 
be sent to Pennsylvania, are proper subjects to 
accomplish a truly good work in this country. It 
also often happens that the licvcrcnd Deputies of 
the Synods, as well as our Classis, have not the 
opportunity of obtaining the necessary information 
as to how such persons stand, and what are the 
true reasons why they wish to leave or must leave 
their previous location and their fatherland; so 
that when such are here accepted as ministers, and 
afterwards go to Tcnnsylvauia, they show only 
too soon why they could not remain with their 
congregations in their fatherland. 

According to our judgment, one who is ac- 
quainted with the condition of the Pennsylvania 
congregations, and who knows what course to 
pui*s»ue in the Palatinate, and especially in Switzer- 
land, will, by going thither with valid testimonials 
of authority, perform more toward accomplishing 
this great end than has been done by a multitude 
of letters in many years. 

Should the Christian Synod acquiesce in this 
opinion, who (we hope our much-respected breth- 
ren will excuse our freedom ; we cheerfully submit 
to a better judgment, and only present our thoughts 
on the subject,)' would bo better qualiiled and suited 
for such a mission than he who has already given 
such proof of his faithfulness, unwearied labor, and 
foresight, in carrying out his Synodical Conimis- 
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sion, to whom also tho Peniiftytvania Ccctns and 
all tbo congrcgatious liavo intruKtcd tlicir intercstii 
and dcsiros, and who has nianife^tcil how devotedly 
ho bears them on his heart, since he has left behind 
him his wife in a most delicate situation — to whom 
ho can scarcely allude without tears — and came 
hither with empty hands, trusting himself implicitly 
to tho fatherly care of God, and who is still further 
willing and ready for the 6er\'ico should he bo 
sent farther, if only, by the blessing of God, ho 
can accomplish something for tho congregations 
which lie so near his heart. We could say much 
more of the qualities of this our brother, %vho only 
becomes dearer to us tho better we learn to know 
him, did not his noble spirit of modesty and hu- 
mility forbid us. 

Thus much wo could not forbear, with duo 
reverence, to present to the Christian Synodical 
Assembly for their pious consideration, praying to 
God, that, OS lie has done to tho Xetherlands, so 
lie would also do to the churches of Pennsylvania, 
doing them good out of Zion and sending them 
help froni his sanctuary. Since, however, this 
publication may also fall under tho eye of such 
members of our Church as delight in the pro.<perity 
of Zion, and desire that the walls of Jerusalem may 
also bo built up in these foreign regions, atuong 
whom, through God's goodness, there arc many in 
our hind who are able to do more than merely to 
wish good to the nee<Iy, and to whom God has 
given, not only the means, but also tho heart to 
assist them in a real way, wo cannot omit, in the 
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most earnest manner, to commend to tbeir charity 
and liberality the pressing wants of so many thou- 
sand souls who hunger for the word of God, and 
so many congregations of those of the household 
of faith who are without shepherds in a strange 
land. 

To show favor to the exile and fill the hands of 
the poor, has hitherto been a shining gem in the 
crown of the beneficent Christians of the Nether- 
lands, and is no small reason why we now rejoice in 
the blessings of prosperity. Many thousands have 
until now experienced this at our hands; may tho 
churches of rennsylvania also receive proof that 
this same spirit still lives. 

The subjects which we commend to your love, 
are according to the report, over thirty thousand 
souU; which are divided into more than forty-six 
congregations, scattered through a widely extended 
land — a land in which they are strangers. Theno 
call to your Christian sympathies, ye who have 
bc'cn so highly favored of God. They call not for 
bread and raiment for the support of the body, not 
for money to build splendid churches; but for gifts 
of love, wherewith to 8U])port pastors who shall 
give to them the bread of life, after which their 
souls hunger; wherewith to support schoolmasters, 
that their dearest pledges, their tender children, 
may not become the victims of Satan and the 
world, but may be nurtured in the knowledge and 
fear of God, and bear away their immortal souls 
as gain. Yea, finally, that they may procure for 
themselves the precious Bible, and other necessary 
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books, that so they may better learn the way of 
salvation, and that the excellencies of the divino 
law may not be unknown among them. 

Those who plead for your assistance are, it is 
true, personally strangers to us, having come from 
other lands, and now dwell in another part of the 
world; but they are, nevertheless, not only our 
fellow beings — and how shall we withhold our 
sympathies from our own flesh — they are also 
fellow Christians ; yea, they are of the household 
of believers, who confess the same precious faith 
with us, and among whom many are found who 
excel many among us in a tender fear of God ; 
%vho, while they ask for our love and intercession, 
also send up to heaven anient prayers for the good 
of Zion in the Xctherland.**, and who desire the 
proHpcrity of our Jerusalem, in which piety our 
kiiulncss will yet more encourage them. 

We know full well, that your love has been very 
much drawn upon, and the lountain of your charity 
has been well nigh exhausted by the many gifts 
which you have bestowed, not only upon the necnly 
in your own land, but also ui»on strangers who 
come from all quarters, and extract their honey 
from the flowers of your liberality. It is also true, 
that you often obtain but little fruit from such ; on the 
other hand, the results often show that the most 
of such help is lost, and used for other pur|>oses, in 
the same way as that which, some 20 years ago, 
was contributed for the good of the Pennsylvania 
churches, and which, with a small exception, wsis 
not applied to the end for which it was given. 
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This being all so, we can, nevertheless, assnre 
you that yoa can never bestow your tender gifts in 
a safer way than now. The Commissioner of these 
congregations asks that he may be excused from . 
collecting your 'gifts of love. lie also desires that 
not a i»enny niny bo placed in his hands, or under 
his supervision. That which each one m^y find it 
in his heart fully to give, is not immedintely to be 
consumed ; but to be established into a pcrnianont 
capital, and secured in the most careful manner, 
the possession and control of which, according to 
Schlatter's own proposal, sliull bo placed under 
care, either of the State authorities of Holland, or 
of his Highness, our hereditary Mayor and faithful 
foster father of tho church of (Jod, or of the 
Christian Synod, according as may bo thought best, 
whilst only tho proceeds of tho fund shall bo 
annually devoted to the purposes fur which they 
are intended, through tho hands of the Christian 
Synods. 

If, as we earnestly hope, God shall awaken such 
liberal hearts as He Iliniself has so richly blessed 
with temporal plenty freely to give, they according 
to our judgment, unless the Christian Synod or tho 
higher powers of tho land, to which wo submit, 
shall otherwise arrange it — hand over their gifts to 
the consistory of their own church, theso can pass 
it over to the Classis, and thus again, to whero it 
finally belongs. 

Since now this matter is of such importance, on 
w*hich the eternal well-being of so many thousand 
souls depends, it pleads its own cause, and wo 
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entrust it to yoor own hearts. We do not, there- 
fore, believe it necessan*, by many motives, to seek 
to move your bowels of compassion, and awaken 
your liberality, that it may not seem as if wo 
doubted your kindly disposition toward the needy, 
who call upon you for help. Still w*e may express 
the wish that the Congregations of the Xetherlands 
might learn better to appreciate their distinguishing 
advantages; and set a greater value upon the 
adminintration of the word and sacraments, amid 
such a plentiful ser>'ice in the (Jospel, by such a 
liost of Kvangelirits and me.'i.sengers of peace, 
wherever they compare themselves with the pitiable 
circumstances of so many congregations which are 
in distress, because, in so large a vineyard, they 
have no laborers. This one thing, we cannot and 
will not pai^s over, beloved Christian brethren ; but 
lay it before your eyes, and impress it upon your 
hearts; because it seems so inqiortant to us. It 
appears to us plain that God designs, in Pennsj'l- 
vania, an extensive country which has been, during 
so many centuries, inhabited by the most benighted 
lieuthen, who, so far as we can see, are not yet 
iUuminatcd by the saving light of the Gospel — to 
prepare for his church a place which shall be a 
refuge to those who for various reasons leave or 
must leave their Fatherland. 

Although it is net for us to set time.<, wo may 
yet regard this as certain, according to the sure 
word of prophecy, that fearful times and heavy 
persecutions await the Trotestant Church, and that 
these are nearer to us than inany believe. Whti 
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can assoro us that tho bloody fcoui^i wbon it Bbalt 
go nbroadi will not como near to us, or that tbo 
churches of the Netherlands alone shall bo saved 
from it ! 

True, God will so care for His Church, that it 
shall not be destroyed ; but it is bound to no land, 
of which fact we have many examples so well 
known, that it is not necessary to present them 
here. 

God will prepare a Zoar or a Pella for his per- 
secuted exiled people; but who can tell us before- 
hand where, and in what part of tho world ? Now 
for several years He has commenced in PenuRyU 
vaiiia to found such a free city, to which many 
thousands, especially from the l^ilatinato and 
Switzerland — which were the first, and are now tho 
principal scats of our Ueformcd churches, — havo 
already repaired, and found a secure homo. Who 
will say that this place of refuge is for them alone? 
AVould it not be a great privilege for us, should wo ^ 
also bo necessitated from our present ovorllowing 
abundance, to bear thither stones for tho building 
and completion of such a Zoar or J*ella, since it 
may happen, although wo pray that God in mercy 
may avert it, that wo or our children^ or later 
descendants, may bo compelled to ily to such a 
place of refuge? Tho Lord uphold and bless our 
countr}' under our highly favored government ! Tho 
Lord bless his Church under the care of our cherished 
ecclesiastical assemblies! Tho Lord bless tho •. 
publication of His Gospel! The Lord bless also 
those liberal souls who bless others, that they may 



8CIIUTTRn*8 APPEAL. 117 

proupcr. This U tlio wi»h of thosC| ivbo Bubscribo 
tbonisolvcsi 

Tbo bumble co-workora and brctbrcn 
of tbo Iligb Cburcb Assemblies, and 
of all benevolent Cbristiana. 

The committee of tbe Clossis of Amsterdam, in 
tbo name and by tbe direction of said Classis. 

GERIIAKIirS Kl'LENKAMP, 
\. D. M. Amst. 

JouAKNEs Van Der Worm, 

V. V. M. Ambt 

Jacobus Tvkex, 

V. 11. M. Aiiiht. 

Johannes Van Der Brock, 

V. 1>. M. Auiftt 

Hrkmannus Van Loo, 

V. 1>. M. at NnarJun. 

David Thomson, 

MinbUr of tbo Kngliah Church in Aioftonlam. 

Johannes Jacorus Kessleb, 

TbeoL D. Oennan KcfunncJ Minister in AmstcnUai. 

Bo done in our Aiumbfi/, 
June 28, 1761. 
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Uam Kgn^ ^ the yttherUndM^ 4^ Oie i(dng$ if 
lUCUAKL SCTILATTEK, 

EmfiUmmd, Stw HotUmd^ Xew Jtrt^^ Petm- 

$jfhamaf JJarytand and VnymiOf 

A%D AUO 

a Bepruentatian qf the true aspect and praent $taU 
of the deititute e<mgregaiion$ qf North America* 



About fivo years ago, I was commissioned by tbo 
Reverend Synods of South and North Ilollandy 
furnished with extended instructions signed by the 
Deputies of both Synods under date of May i2i]^ 
1740, and sent to TennHylvania, to examine into 
the condition of the dcHtituto congregations, as 
well the German as iJutch Keformed, scattered in 

(118) 
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prosper. This U tlio wiAx of those, wbo subacribo 
thcni8olvc8| 

Tbo bumblo co-workcra and brethren 
of the High Church Assemblies, and 
of all benevolent Christians. 

The committee of the Classis of Amsterdam, in 
tbo name and by the direction of said Classis. 

GERlIAimrs Kl'LENKAMP, 
V. 1). M. Amst. 

JouANNEs Van Der Worm, 

V. I). M. Amst 

Jacobus Tvkkx, 

V. 1>. M. AiuMt. 

Johannes Van Der Druck, 

V. 1>. M. Aoiit 

]fRUMANNi;s Van Loo, 

V. ]>. M. at XiuirJun. 

David Thum.son, 

Mlobt^r of tbo Kiiglisb Church in Atuftordam. 

Johannes Jacouus Ke^sleb, 

TheoL D, Oerman Kcfurtncd Miuifttcr lo AmitcnUai. 

Bq dom in our AssemUtf, 
Junt 2». 1761. 
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A true 4md ImmUe lUp^ U tie JlmmdlU CkrSe^ 
turn Hfwoi 4if ike XiihertamUf 4^ tie jUdnge ef 

lUCIIAKL SaiLATrEB, 
MBuieier m PiiUdet/^Ut: mile Prvemeeeef Sem 

ejfltafuaf JIaryfjmd and VirghUm^ 
ASD Alto 

a Bepreeentatwn of the true aspect and praent itate 
pfthe de$iituU congregaiion$ €f North America^ 



About fivo years ago, I was commissioned by tho 
Bevercnd Synods of South and North Holland, 
furnished with extended instructions signed by tho 
Deputies of both Synods under date of May 2SA^ 
1740, and sent to rennHylvanitti to examine into 
tho condition of the dcHtituto congregations, as 
well the German tkA Dutch Kefomied, scattered iu 

(118) 
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thin And ficigtiborin/; Provinces. It was made my 
duty, afl far as it should be posi^ible by God*s ble^^s- 
ingf to bring these churches into proper ecclesiastical 
order and organization, and afterwards to present 
to the Reverend Synod a faithful report of their 
true condition. I have accordingly endeavored, as 
iar as I have Ix^n able, to carry out the important 
eommU':'ion euiniktetl to me, which mar, nii^ler the 

arm 44uizny th//ti<ar*<'I .v/uLi .v:attfcrf;fl tfifon;^* iliti^e 
rfjgioftf, and intenwrly hnngcring after the brfra^I of 
life* Xor have I failcfl, from time to time, to fcnd 
all fiece^ri^ary irifoniiation in n-'^znl to t\ji work^ to 
ti^i ilouomhle h^rXif^ ofUAh i^yu^A*^ ztA t/> iLe 

We l*ave, Iy/wer«rr, \e%ru4A t/> imr ^nfm/w^ that 
ll>e M^At #/f iLerwjr f^^/fts tare ^e«ertt Io*t thro*::^ 
ti4; 0^HA!ift\r0U xtA irr^JMiu<% f^:f:ipAiA»^ ty Hut 
war ami ocf^r nnf^/rtanafe eircnm.^tanceji ; and!, in 
e<>fi.^:<|fx^nce, tlie neetled a-^^-Iitan^re from the (arored 
Netherlands fias not f/een secrjrciL Iferice, the 
Keverend i\^<(embly, comjiosed of the few Gennan 
Keformed ministers with their elders, was deeply 
imprcHsed that it was highly necessary that the 
Christian Synods of the Netherlands, which for 
so many years had given proof of their tender con- 
cern for the well-being of the scattered and well* 
nigh helpIcHs congregations of TennHylvania, phould 
be thoroughly informc<l of the true state of thcrio 
churcheH, longing as they do for the word of tho 
living God, and at the «ame time, on account of 
being without paMtors, exi>o.sed to all kinds of hccts 
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and crrorists. Thoy cherish tho firm hope and 
confidence that when thia is done, tho Hovcrend 
Church Assemblies will not withhold their aid, but 
according to their well-tried zeal and universally 
acknowledged charitable spirit, take to heart tho 
urgent necessities of so many thousand souls, and 
extend to them their strong assistance, refreshing 
them with their gifts of love, and so encouraging 
them that the work of the Lord thus commenced 
in these remote regions may be successfully carried 
for\vard. On this ground, tho Reverend Assembly 
judged it proper, yea, and necessary, to commission 
one from their midst to make known, verbally 
and in writing, the true state of things, and humbly 
and heartily to solicit substantial help and support. 
The choice has fallen upon me ; and I have been 
very tenderly exhorted by my brethren to givo 
myself to this service; and, although I have in this 
new country, scarcely enjoyed any rest during five 
years, I neither could nor would refuse, but will- 
ingly, and in the fear of God, have taken upon 
myself this labor. 

Accordingly, after having been provided by tho 
Beverend Assembly with extended instructions, 
bearing date, December 15th, 1750, with a letter 
from my congregation in Thiladelphia — among 
whom, during my absence, the services will be con- 
ducted by my beloved brethren, Kevercnds Weiss, 
Leydich, and Lischy — under date of December tho 
13th of the same year, and with other documents, 
which might be found necessary, I took my leavo 
amid many prayers and tears, from tho congrega- 
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tion which had been committed to my care, from 
my worthy brethren, and my beloved wife, and in 
the name of God, entered upon my journey. 

Blessed bo the name of the Lord, who has safely 
led mo and brought mo into this favored land, — 
the land, as I hope and believe, of our help* 

First of all, I sought and found op[K>rt unity to 
open the subject of my mission, as well before the 
venerable Deputies of both Synods, as also before 
the Deputies of the Keverend Classis of Amsterdam ; 
thefio have taken the trouble, as fur as possible, 
carefully to examine my documents and letters. 
These last susrs^ested to me whether it would not 
be best to draw out from my papers, and exhibit in 
the way of a brief extract, the true condition of 
the churches in Tennsylvauia, as I had found them 
in my repeated journeys, and deliver the same in a 
printed form to the venerable Synods, that thus it 
might not only bo examined by the rcispeetive 
mcuibcrs, but also bo the more readily brought 
under the eye of all the Church olUcers of the 
Ketherlands, and even before all other Chris^tians, 
who love the prosperity of Zion, to awaken them 
to extend kindly help. 

T presented this suggestion to the venerable 
Deputies of both Synods. These vcrj' Heverend 
men approved of it, and thought it would be 
proiltuble, in case it could be done without any cost 
to me. 

The Keverend Classis of Amsterdam, in answer 
to n)y humble solicitation, appointed a commissioner 
to aid me in this matter — not only in having my 
11 
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fttatcment printed without any cost to me^ bnt also, 
as it was judged necessary, to accompany the same 
with an Introduction. The result bears witness to 
the zeal and tender interest of these Reverend 
brethren, which I respectfully acknowledge, with 
all gratitude. 

Thus I am placed in a condition to lay before 
the venerable Church Assembly this brief extract; 
accompanying it with the humble prayer, that it 
may bo attentively and favorably considered, and 
that God may move the hearts of this venerable 
Assembly, as well as of all who bear concern for 
the Church of God, to deep sympathy and kindly 
acts of assistance in favor of so many thousand 
sheep without shepherds. 

Here I present nothing concerning my own 
particular aliuirs, or such things as happened to my 
own person, since I publicly presented the writings 
that pertain to this before the commissioners of the 
venerable Synods and the Kcvcrend Classis of 
Amsterdam, and submit myself willingly in this 
respect to the judgment of this venerable Assembly. 
I will only, in extracts from my diary or daily 
register, briefly communicate in what condition I 
found the scattered congregations in my journeys 
through the dillerent Provinces of North America; 
and what I have there done in order, as fur as 
possible, to organize and arrange tlietn : that thus 
the venerable Assembly may be placed in a position 
to judge how far I have fuliilled the high com- 
mission entrusted to mo five years ago by the 
venerable Synods of South and North Holland. I 



•« 
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M'ill also seek bonestly to lay open the tnie condU 
tioQ of tho churches of Pennsylvania and neigh- 
boring Provincefiy and make my suggestions-— 3*ct 
submitting all to a better judgment — as to the 
manner in which help may most successfully bo 
afforded them, laying all in the most humble manner 
at the feet of the venerable Assembly, and com« 
mending it to their love. 



SCHLATTER'S JOURNAL. 



Sxtraeifram my daily Journal during my tr<mU 
in North America^ in the Province$ of New Eng* 
landf New Netherlands New Jeneg^ Penneylmnia^ 
Maryland^ and Virginia^ under the direction of 
the Reverend Synode of North and South Holland^ 

' from A. D. 1740 to 1751. 



Section I. 
1740. 

nU fojiigo — arrlfal in Boston —Journej, tIa Newport and 
Now York, to PhiladolphiA— vUU to llovt. Hoohm ood WoUiit 
And Kldcr lloif^rcturn to riiiladclpbiA— labors there— viiit 
to lief. lH>rstiue in Duclcs county^rctum to Philadolphia-* 
opens bis eommission there — visit to Qermantown-^Arrange- 
ncnts there. 

Ok the Ist of JanC| 1746, after having committed 
myself to the Divine guidance and protection, I 
took ship at Amsterdam and sailed for Boston in 
North America. 

On the 11th, we ran in between the Orkney 
Islands, on the north of Scotland, %vhere we re- 
mained till the 23d, during which time we saw the 
Bun only on two days. The inhabitants, who 
appear to be a people of kind disposition, ansurcd 

(121) 
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118 that in those regions they nsually hare, daring 
the year, iii;ie months winter, two months rough, 
and only about one month good weather. 

On the 23d, we proceeded very prosperously on 
our voyage till %ve reached the newly-discovered 
land near CaiH) 1 Breton. Dut on the 24th of July, 
during an exceedingly dark night, we fell in with 
Bahle Inland, a very dangerous place, not fur from 
Cape Breton ; and I cannot call to mind, without 
a shudder, hut, ut the same time, with thanks to 
God, the imminent danger we were in of losing our 
ship, goods and live.% in the wild wavcn, which 
certainly would have been our fate, had not (jSod, 
who is mighty to redeem, contrur}* to all our ex- 
pectations, rcHcucd usy granting to u.^ in answer to 
our prayers, deliverance from our feurM. K^capcd 
from these perils, we were brought safely to ISoston, 
our (h.'hired harbor, in seven <layH, where we sought 
to bring llim our bounden tribute of thankngiving 
and praise. 

When, on the 1st of August, we had arrived in 
Boston — the largest and most populous city of the 
English colonics in America, containing about 
3000 well-built houses — I was received in this land 
of my pilgrimage with much love and kindness by 
the Honorable I. Wendel, a distinguished Holland 
merchant, and an officer in the government there. 
This friendly reception encouraged me, and gave 
new life to my hope that God would prosper me 
in my way. 

After I had sent my baggage on before me by 
vater to Philadelphia and New York, through the 
11* 



126 Un AHD LAB0B8 Of IIOHLATTIE. 

favor of my distinguished friend I set out on the 
4th of the same month on my journey by land in 
the agreeable company of Dr. Beckmann. 

On the 7th, we came to Nowporti lying seventy 
English miles' distant from Boston, a respectable 
and wcU-situatcd town on Ithodo Island, with a 
convenient and safe harbor, from which ships can 
reach the sea in the space of one houn 

On the 11th, after we had travelled 230 more of 
tlicse miles, we reached New York, or New Am- 
sterdam, the capital of the IVovince of the New 
Netherlands, containing about 2000 houses. This 
city, as well as Long Island and other places lying 
Kust and iSouth, as well as along the main land, 
and along the banks of the North River to Albany, 
and on to Scoharie, more than 250 miles into the 
interior, and toward Canada, is settled mostly 
with well-disposed Low Dutch inhabitants. During 
my stay in that city I received special proofs of 
friendship from the three Dutch ministers, espe- 
cially from the venerable Father Du Dois, who is 
equally esteemed by the English and Dutch, and 
who has already labored in the ministry with great 
success for more than fitly years, and has reached 
•the age of eighty. This is another proof that this 
climate is as favorable to health as that of Kuropo. 
Indeed, from my own experience, I can truly tcKti fy, 
that often, when contemplating the towns, the level 

* I uliall, hcroaftpr, nlwnyi rnckon tlio dUtiinco I piimi ovrr 
(Votn ono plnoo to niKitlior noconliiig to the iiiraNiiri* of Kiigliiih 
milci, of which about throo.mako what it called in Qcrman a 
•• Stundo." 
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countiy, the climate^ and tho scnsiblo iiihabitaDt% 
living in tbo samo manner, enjoying tho same 
culture, pursuing tho same business, and differing; 
but Httio from Euro|)ean8, 1 eould scarcely realize 
tbat I was in reality in a distant quarter of tho 
world. 

On tho Cth of September, I came to Philadelphia, 
a diHtanco of ninuty-fivo miles from New York, 
whero tho Mvth of the (fernuin Uofonned Church 
rcccivi'd mu with nnuh tender afll'ction avid joy, 
and HccunMl mo lodjj^in^^H with an eMer, in whono 
bouHo I renided eight monthn, though at my own 
expense. 

On tho 7th, I went a distance of sixteen miles to 
Witpen,' to vi»it tho oldest (Jenuan minister in 
these regions, whom tho Lord has since released 
from his post, tho Kev. J. B, Boehm. Tho vene- 
rable man received mo in tho most friendly manner, 
and promised, after ho understood my commission 
and instructions, lieartily to assist mo in counsel 
and in deed, which ho has also fulfilled to tho 
extent of his power. 

On tho 8th, I went out eight miles from thence, 
to see Mr. J. Ileif, to require of him, agreeably to 
tho instructions of tho Synod, an account of tho 
moneys collected in Holland by him and Kcv. (t. M. 
Weiss, Hi.\t(»on years previously, for tho benefit of 
tho churches of IVunsylvania. Having doclurcd 

' Thui«, lio wa« only over orio 111^1(1 hi Pliiltt<lul|iliitt lia«U*n. 
ing to liU work. Tho reuJvr will notice thruu;;houi hin Jour- 
iinl how liitlo iituo ho spent in iotcrfaln. jlii ioduitrj is 
ii«toniiihiii|$. 
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himself ready to render accounti I fixed tba time 
for settlemout twelve days later, and gave him the 
privilege of naming the place of meeting for that 
purpoHe. 

That no time might be lost, I returned to Phila^ 
dclphia on the Oth, a distance of twenty-three miles, 
to make inquiry in relation to the 180 German 
Bibles, which, some years before, had been sent 
thither by the afiectionato care of the Christian 
Synods of Uolland. Without much difficulty, I 
found them in the careful hands of the Honorable 
Benjamin Schumakcr, who also, as soon as he saw 
my authority, and learned from me that the freight 
on the Bibles had already been paid to Mr. Z. 
Uoppe in Rotterdam, very cheerfully transferred 
to me 118 bound and twelve unbound coiues, all 
of which were in a good state of preservation ; and 
he declined receiving anything for the expenses 
which he had incurred on their account. 

Of these Bibles, first of all, I either carried 
niy8clf, or sent, a copy to most of the congregations 
in lV*nnsylvania for the use of the pulpits. Fur- 
ther, fifty copies were placed at the dinposal of the 
oflicers of the churches, to be distributed according 
to their discretion to the poor. Others I gave to 
one and another poor persons in the way of loan, 
thereby to strengthen their zeal in reading and 
examining the word of God. Six or eight of them 
I sold in order to use the proceeds in the purchase 
of Catechisms for the use of the school children, 
and about twenty-four copies still remain in my 
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hanilii to bo difposcd of whcncTor necessity may 
require. 

On tlio lltli, witli tho OMMiMtanco of Kov. IkK'lim, 
I a<lniiiiiHti>rc*(l tlio lUAy Kiipper to aliotit 100 com- 
niiinicuntH in riiiludelpliia. 

On tho 13th, I rcccivoil a letter from Rev. O. AL 
Weisji and Mr. J. Keif, inviting mo to meet them 
at tho house of tho latter on tho 2l5t, in order to 
settle their accounts. 

In tho meantime, I sougljt to bring into proper 
order the congregation in Philadelphia, and to 
unite it with Germantowu, lying six miles distant, 
which could both be served on every Lord's day 
by one minister, to wliom also they would be able 
to give an adi'^uato 6Upi>ort. 

On tho IGth, I went to Itucks county, a distance 
of sixteen miles, to greet Kev. P. II. Dorstius, who, 
wlicn mado acquainted with my instructions, re- 
ceived me in a most friendly and paternal manner, 
oilered to render mo his assistanco in ever}' way, 
and ]»romised me, at a convenient time, to organ- 
ixo his consistory and report to me tho result 
After tliis, I returned to Philadelphia. The next 
day the elders showed me the new stone church 
which is in progress of building. 

On tho 18th, I preaclied in tho old, half-fallen 
church in Philadelphia, from Isaiah xlviii. 17, 18. 
After the close of the service, I gave to the whole 
congregation an exposition of the Synodical in- 
structions which I had brought from the Fatherland. 

This awakened inconceivable joy, and inspired 
new life in the minds of the people. They thanked 
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God, with tears of joy, becauso He had awakened 
the hearts of the ministers and Church Judicatories 
in Holland to interest themselves in behalf of these 
distant regions and to provide for the welfare of 
their immortal souls. With much melting of 
heart, I found occasion for gratitude, and took 
delight in thanking God for this good beginning, 
and, at the same time, I entreated Ilim most 
humbly to conOrm in the people the good dinposi* 
tions which He had cliectcd, to advance the work, 
and seal it by His Holy Spirit to the glory of His 
cver-adorablo name, and to the salvation and 
blessedness of many souls. 

To the male members of the licformed Church, 
I put these three questions : 

^. Whether tliey were disposed to have a regular 
and permanent teacher, to preach to them once on 
every Lord's day, and to perform the other duties 
of the holy pastoral office ? 

II. Whether also they could and would provide 
for him an adequate salary for his subsistence ? 

III. Whether, to accomplish this end, they woula 
unite with Germantown, in order, as united 
churches, to bo served by one pastor? 

These three questions were unanimously an- 
swered in the affirmative, as they wore proposed, 
by each one raising his right hand.' Hereupon, I 

' According to a custom of taking a Tote prevalent in Switi* 
crland in great State Assemblies, in which a mnjurity of raised 
bandi decides the question at issue, whence this mode of voting 
is there called '* the niajoritj.'' This method I subsequently 
employed in all the churches. 
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jravo opportanitjr for each one to subscribe his 
Durac, and voluntarily to pledge what he felt dis* 
posed to give annually toward the support of a 
minister. The whole sum thus subscribed by sixty- 
nine heads of families amounted to thirty pounds, 
Philadelphia currency, equal to 200 Holland 
guilders. At my request, sixteen men then became 
surety for the whole sum thus pledged by the 
church. 

On the afternoon of the same day I went to 
Gernmntown, a distance of six miles, and preached, 
not without the blcsHing of God, from Joshua xxiv. 
14, l/>. At the eh)se of the service, after o[)oning 
to them the matter and object of my coming to 
this country, I [proceeded to propose to them in 
the same manner the three questions, as I liad 
done in Philadelphia, which were here also decided 
favorably by raising the right hand. Sixty men, 
by signing their own names, pledged 4wenty-five 
pounds annually, equal to about ICG Holland 
guilders, for the support of a minister. 

This was the first charge, by the blessing of God, 
contrary to the expectations of many, so arranged 
as to sustain a pastor. To God, who has softened 
their hearts and united them in love for their own 
good, be given all the honor and the praise. 

From that time on, I have i»reached in those 
united churches on every Lord's day when I was 
not absent on journeys. And in order that, by 
deed, I might convince them that I did not ser\'o 
them merely for the sake of my bread, I neither 
required nor received any salary for the first year. 
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In Germantowny there had boon no stated preacher 
for many years, although there is a couvonieut 
Btone church in that place* 



Section II. 
1746. 

Schlatter vbite OoiheDboppoD— ezsmiiiss Balfs Mooonte— 
fUit to 01 J— to Rev. lloigcr in Cooetto^s— to Tulpehookea 
^return to Lanciui tor— aiiNcnibloi all tbo mlniitort in Plillv 
dolplitii — )i;rf at oncournK<*mrnt — rcporti to Holland — vl«lft 
of J. 0. Wirta — orrangciiiciitt for future opcratioui. 

On the lOtli or KcptOYnbor, T went to Old QoMhon* 
hoppouy a dintanco o( 85 u\\\i% httvit% at his 
reciucHt, proni'iHod to proucli there on the iiOth^ for 
Itcv. O. M. Wcinfl, 

On the 20thy I preached there in the new stone 
church. However, on uceount of some confuHion 
in that congro^iitioni occuHioned by a certithi 
BchoolrnaHter, who 1ms undertaken to preach with- 
out regular license, and has gathered a party 
around himself, I was not able to accomplish any- 
thing profitable, or make any arrangements for the 
formation of a regular charge or the support of a 
minister. To my deep regret, I was compelled to 
leave the aflairs of this church as I had found them, 
and await a more favorable o])[K)rtunity. 

Mr. Weiss, who several months ago, had fled 
from his church at Keinbeek, near Albany, in New 
York, from fear of tho war, had c'oino hither on 



invitation of tliirt find ottier con<n'<'j^tion8 in ttio 
vicinity. Ho i« alxo liolovod by many; yet, on 
occount of tlio adlierentti of tiic ono who )«r8 
irregularly tlmiKt IiitHscIf into ttio «cr\'ico of tlio 
churcli, it is nccci>0ary btill to exercise great 
prudence. 

On tlic SiHty beinji; tbo timo oppointed, I went 
witli ]tcv, WcUs to the bou^o of Mr. Keif, to 
invcsti^c^ato hU account of the money collected in 
Holland. I will not publish the particulars, or tho 
peculiar circumHtanoe* of tliifl case; but prefer to 
lay thi'in lirfiiro tho ]{(;verend Synods and only 
hero hay, that tl/n di^ii^rc*(*ablc liUf^inoif wuh not 
flinpoMcd of till tho iM'^nnnin;^ of thu followiiif; 
year, 17'I7« Throu^di tlm intrrv4*ntion of four 
Kn^li'^h ^'iMiHi'inrn, who wito vhoHvuti^ arbitratorn, 
n Mctthnimt wa^ at luMt nuuh*, and Mr. Uv\ff after 
di'ductin;^ hirt e\p<'nHc.<4, paid over to nie i{l% pounds, 
or ab(Hit INK) Holland ^uildcrn, for wliich I am pre- 
pared to render an a(*connt. 

On the t!*Jnd, I went, in company with Mr. WeisA 
over the mountainrt to Oly ; and tho following day, 
to lianeanter in ('onewto^^a, to npcalc with Itcv. Mr. 
Iteiger, between whom and the church disharmony 
had arisen, and to make an appointment for myself 
to preach on tho following Tuesday, when I would 
bold an inteiTiow with tho church. 

In tho moan time, tho Ucv. Mr. IJoohm liad gone 
at my request to Tulpohocken, to collect the two 
congregations there together, on the 24th, to preach 
a Hormon preparatory to tho Holy Supper, and to 
await my arrival there on tho 25tb. 
12 
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On tbo 24tb, I left in company with Mr. WeiM, 
and wont a diMtanco of 20 niiloa to Tulpohockon, 
w^oro on tlio 25tl), I proached with much divino 
aHHiHtanco, and not without a hlcMMin^, to a rcnpoct- 
ablo congrcpitiou of moro tluui GOO porMomii in a 
wooden church. The conf^rcj^utiuu lirttt'ued to tho 
proclamation of Qod*8 holy word with great devo- 
tion and attention. Tho ardent deniro which thoy 
manifested to bo edified, to havo a regular order 
established among them, and tho hope of obtaining 
a pennanent minister, could bo read upon their 
countenances. They could not conceal their ex- 
ceeding joy and surprise iu seeing three ministers 
together at one time, a circumstance which in all 
their lives, thoy had not witnessed there before. 
The old and the young together shed tears of joy. 
I can truly say that this day was to me and my 
brethren, above many other days, a. day of great 
refres»hment. I thought of tho blessed Xetherlauds, 
where tho heralds of tho (jlospel are a great host, 
while this extensive country is perishing for lack 
of ministers. This largo congregation has never 
had a regular pastor; but Mr. Jioehm has adminis- 
tered tho Holy Communion hero twico a year, 
travelling each time for that purpose, 80 miles from 
rhiladelphia. 

After the sermon, Itev. Boehm and myself 
administered tho Lord's Hupper to moro than 100 
members. Afterwards, I informed the congrega- 
tion of my commission from the Fatherland, and 
made tho same arrangements with tliem as I had 
nuide with tho congregations of Philadelphia and 
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Ourmantown. Tlioy obligated thcmiiclvcs for the 
support of a minUtcr in tho two conpregatioii% 
situated a1)0Ut five miles apart, and cotihiHting of 
about MO invtnlierM. They protniKod in money 
and produce about M pounds, or 3S3 guilders, all 
of which may tnoro particularly bo seen from tho 
call, which, on iho 13th of October, I forwarded to 
tho Kcverend eomniif^Hioncrs of tho two Syno<l!<, 
and to tho Chrintian Claasis of AniHterdam. With 
the approbation of thecon^i^re^^ation, lalso appointed 
Klderrt and Deacons, iiiid ordained them. Thus 
tho ieeond charge wan in a mea^furo established. 

On the 2<ith, I returned to l^ancaster; and after 
I had preached there on the 27th, I explained to 
them the object of ray mission. They were unani- 
mous in desiring a stated minister. The Kev. Mr. 
Kciger himself judged this tobobe.<«t; as he and 
tho church could not succeed together, although 
they had no substantial complaints to bring against 
ono another. They proraised to contribute 40 
pounds in money for tho KupfKirt of a minister, 
bcKides somo presents additional, amounting to- 
gether to near 300 Holland guilders: all of which 
is noticed in the rail Kent over to Holland. 

After I had there ordained and installed regular 
ofTicers, and thufl arranged properly this third charge, 
I returned to Philadelphia on the 2Hth, a distanco 
of 03 miles; while Kev. Weiss went to his post in 
Old (Joshenhoppen. 

On t)io 2d of October, I preached in Philadelphia 
and Uernumtown. 

I invited in tho most friendly manner tho four 
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Oerman ministers, who were at this time the onlj 
regular ministers engaged in the holy service in this 
extensive country, to meet together in Philadelphia 
on the 12th day of October. 

The Kevcrcnds 13oehm, Weiss, and Reigcr, 
appeared at the appointed time and place ; and tlio 
Kev. Mr. Dorstius informed us in a friendly letter, 
that he was unable to attend on account of some 
domestic arrangements. This was the first assembly 
in which these lievercnd Brethren had all been 
together, notwithstanding one and another of 
them, had already been laboring about 20 years 
in this part of the Lord's vineyard. The object 
desired by this meeting was that not I, but the 
Lord, might unite their hearts in love ; which every 
one not only manifested with the tendercst words 
and with many tears to have been realized, but 
also confirmed by subscribing certain articles of 
peace, a copy of which I have forwarded. God bo 
praii^ed fur this agreement and unanimity among 
the brethren, which has given these ministers 
themselves great satisfaction, and been the means 
of enabling them to engage in their work with new 
zeal and delight, because they can carry it forward 
by united ellbrts; and it has furnished all the 
congregations in the country with a blessed 
example, and ministered greatly for their edifica- 
tion. 

Towards myself, these four brethren have shown 
themselves friendly, atfectionate, and brotherly. 
They have respected my Synodical Instruction in 
all its parts, submitted themselves to it, and have 
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most frankly promised that, as far as possible, they 
would assist and support me in my efforts to fulfil 
the duties of my commission. 

On the 13th, I forwarded by Mr. Philip XJlrich, 
of Philadelphia, a narrative of my proceedings thus 
far in Pennsylvania, with the papers and documents 
appertaining thereto, to the Reverend Christian 
Synods and to the Classic of Amsterdam. 

On the 15th, a certain J. C. Wirt-s* of Zurich, 
came to visit me, who endeavored to excuse him- 
self for having 8er\'ed as a minister for several 
years in some congregations in this country with- 
out any regular call or ordination. lie said he 
had done this partly in compliance with the earnest 
solicitations of the people — who would rather be 
edified by an unordained teacher than remain 
entirely desolate of spiritual nourishment — and 
partly on account of having been destitute of any 
other moans of support ; and he humbly entreated 
me to lend him my counsel and as:?istance, that ho 
might obtain from the Fatherland a regular ec- 
clesiastical induction into the oilice of the ministr}', 
and ailterward be proi^erly installed as pastor iu 
some churches that might desire his sen-ices. I 
gave him to understand that I was not yet suffi- 
ciently well acquainted either with his abilities or 
manner of life, nor with the dis{K>sition tOAvard 
him of those congregations in which he had hitherto 
performed his irregular labors; but that I ho{>ed 

' Sco tho Author's ** Lives of the Fathers of the German 
Reformed Church in Europe and America" fur an account of 
tliis man. 

12* 
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in tho ensuing spring to be able to invcstigato the 
matter, and report to the respective Synods as the 
circumstances of the case should seem to warrant, 
and then await their orders. 

In the meantimci I made arrangements for a 
second journey through the country, giving pre* 
vious notice to every congregation of tho time when 
I should be with them. 



Section III. 
1746. 

Tisitt Re?. IL M. Muhlenberg at Providence-— Falkoer Schwam 
—returns to Providence — visits Qosbenhoppen — Indianfield 
•—returns to Philadelphia — labors in Gcrmantown — visits 
Ilallmill, in New Jersey — - encounigiDg reflections— installed 
Pastor at Philadelphia — Introductory Sermon— close of the 
year 1746. 

On the 15th of October, having humbly sought 
the guidance and blessing of God to prosper me in 
my way, I travelled from rhiladel[)hia to Provi- 
dence,' a distance of thirty miles, and visited tho 
Kev. II. M. Muhlenberg, the first Lutheran preacher 
in this country, who, in the year 1742, was sent 
hither by tho very Itcvcrend Court Preacher, 
Zicgenhagen, of London, on nearly the same foot- 
ing with myself and for tho satne object. I found 
it expedient to seek an understanding as to how it 
was necessary for me to act toward them in refer- 



What is now called the Trnppo, in Montgomery County. 
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ence to tho frequent internmrriages of these two 
denominations in these regions. His Reverence 
received mo with all possible aiTection and bro- 
therly kindnesMy conimended himself and his breth- 
ren to our friend.shipy ond desired that we might 
dwell together in neighborly amity and peace; 
which fcllownhip has aI»o been preserved sacred 
and inviolate during the whole time I have been 
in PenuHylvania, so that one may well dc'sire that 
such traces of harmony might alt$o bo found in 
Gerniany. 

On the IGth, in union with ^[r. Boehm, I ad- 
ministered the Lord's ISupper in his church, in 
Falkuer Schwam, eight miles distant, to ninety 
members. After the ser\'ice, forty-six Iieads of 
families engaged to contribute annually fifteen 
pounds, e^ual to 100 Holland guilder.^!, besides 
some rye and oats, for the su[»port of a minister. 

When, on the iJsth, I had returned to IVovi- 
dence, I preached there in a barn, pince the poor 
congregation there has hitherto not been able to 
build a church. When, according to my custom, 
I had made kiiowMi to them my commission, they 
obligated themselves to raise a salary of iifteea 
pounds annually in money and grain, or 100 Hol- 
land guilders, for the Hupp(»rt of a pastor. How- 
ever, one-third, at lea-st, of these two congregations 
Were not present at these meetings; and Kev. Mr. 
Muhlenberg, who is the Lutheran preacher here 

and in Falkner iSchwam, assured me that the 
Reformed are here very numerous, and, as soon a-? 
they saw good order established, received preach- 
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ing every two weeks once, and their youth were 
properly instructed, they could and would do more 
than they had promised ; in proof of this, he ap- 
pealed to his own experience. Accordingly, I 
suppose that about forty pounds, which is equal to 
266 Ilolland guilders, may be raised here. This 
is the fourth charge which I have thus far organized. 

In the afternoon I went to Goshenhoppcn, a 
distance of eighteen miles, to see Mr. Weiss, and 
preached on the 10th in Xew Goshenhoppcn, with 
a view of endeavoring, in conjunction with Monsrs. 
Uoehm and Weii^H, by some meann, with thu blcdS'- 
ing of God, to reconcile the diviMions and factions 
made in this church by a man who has thruHt him- 
self uncalled into the ministry, and has drawn 
around hinif^elf a party comported of about twenty 
families. Although we did not, at this time, suc- 
ceed in accomplishing this object, yet the Lord 
interposed some time afterward and restored order. 
This church, with old Goshenhoppcn and Great 
Schwam, are served by Mr. Weiss, and all three 
together furnish not more than about forty pounds, 
or 2C6 Holland guilders, for the support of a min- 
ister. This is the Jifth charge. 

On the 20th, I continued my journey thirteen 
miles farther to Indianiield, or Indian Creek. 
Here I preached with much satisfaction in a new 
wooden church. The congregation received the 
word of God with much warm desire, and sighed 
earnestly for the healthful bread of life, and for a 
regular ecclesiastical organization. It would distress 
me exceedingly if these poor shepherd lei^r* shoep 
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would havo to remain destitute of a minister, huico 
forty-six heads of families cheerfully engaged, 
according to their several ability, to contributo 
annually fifteen |x>unds, or 100 Ilc»lland guilders 
in money and produce. If tliis church were united 
with Witpen and Skippach, these three congrega- 
tions would bo able to contribute thirty-three 
poundji, or 233 Holland guilders, for tlie support 
of a minister. Thus this would constitute the sixth 
charge. 

Having left that place the same evening, I lodged 
that night in the house of Itev. Iloehm, distant 
fiftcM'u milen; from thence I returned on the 2lHt 
to IMiiladolphia, nixteen miles farther, giving 
thanks to (iod that my journey, althotigh it had 
not, in all re^poctf*, nvHultcd agreeably to my winhe.^, 
waH, neviTtlifle-*'*, n(»t altogetlier fruitier.'*. 

On the 22<1, I preacrlnMl a Hcrnion preparatory to 
the Jj<>rd*H Supper, at ijcrmantown, after which I 
called each one to mo, and having spoken what 
was necessary with them, I recorded each one's 
name. 

On the following day, I admiui.stered the Lord's 
Supper to fifty-eight members, among whom were 
some that bad not been at the table of the Lord 
for ten and twelve years. 

On the 4th of Xovember, I went to Xew Jersey, 
on the Ilallmill, a distance of thirty-three miles. 
After I had preached a preparatory sermon and 
made a Fpecial cxaTnination of the members,' 

[* Tlicro i« IwrOf an aUo in the next to the lant preccjin;; 
piira^^rapli, an ttllusion to a inoiit excdlcDt cuHtom wLicb seems 
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I admioistored tho Holy Sappor to tbirty-nino 
communicantfli andy after having bold tbo thanks- 
giving sermon/ I returned, on tho Tth^ to PbiladcU 
pbia. 

At tho close of my travels for thiA year, I must 
say, that I have met in varioufi places, many truly 
upright and pious people, who awakened my 
inward sympathy, when, with tears in their cycs^ 
I heard them lament the pitiable condition of their 
brethren in the faith, and that of their innocent 
children — tho former for years together deprived 
of spiritual nourishment and care; the latter 

to hare provailed in our churches at an carlj daj. Tho euMtom 
alluded to is nioro clearly vccn in a rulo adopted by tho con- 
gregation at Liinca»ter, under tho ministry of Jlcv. Mr. Otter* 
bein, in 1757. '* To tbo end that all disorders may be prevented, 
and that each member may become more fully known, every 
one, without exception, who desires to receive tho Lord's Sup- 
per, shall, previous to tho preparatory service, upon a day 
appointed for that purpose, personally appear before the min* 
istcr for tho purpose of an interview/' This custom provailed 
in that congregation for more than seventy years, and it was, 
DO doubt, also in vogue in other old congregations. Tho 
members visited tho parsonago during tho week preceding tho 
Holy Communion, leaving their names as communicants, and 
affording an opportunity to tho pastor of making any inquiries 
into tbo progress of tlicir religious life, and of imparting such 
counsels and comforts as their circumstances might rc«|uirc. 
Kot all old customs are evil ! — IL If.] 

[' It will bo noticed that this venerable custom was regularly 
observed by Mr. Schlatter. It has been observed within tho 
writer's recollection by some pastors. Wo sincerely mourn its 
departure from our churches. How appropriate and truly 
edifying to a pious heart is such a servico I Surely it is not a 
good— is it not an evil spirit which has swept it away f — II. II. j 
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WAndcring without iiistrtiction in tlio fint principU^s 
of reliffioti'— anil who, cU»f*titiitc of faithful pastors 
and toachcrH, have hecn drawn toward all Ivindii of 
erroneous opinions and Hcct^. Kuch, with a flood 
of tearn, and hy all that in holy, entreated ond 
implored that I would, hy the help of Uod, annUt 
them as far m 1 poi^rtihly eould, and thus securo 
help and eomfort to {»oor forsaken souls. 

I have everj'where found that the congregations 
manifest the highest regard for the energetic and 
consoling instructions given me hy the Keverend 
Deputies of the two Synods, scarcely anywhere^ 
have I read them in a congregation without seeing 
tears of joy How richly down the cheeks of most 
of this hearers. They thanked Cfod, who had 
moved the hearts of the Fathers in the Netherlands 
to adopt them as i»oor fonsaken or^^Iiaus, and to 
provide for their welfare, and that of their children. 
They prayed joyfully that lie who had hegun this 
work might he pleased to carry it on to completion, 
to hless the means employed, and to sustain the 
feehlo instrument to whom this important misision 
has been entrusted, and qualify and guide him by 
His spirit. 

What concerns myself, I have often been com- 
pelled to acknowledge that God has sent me by 
the special direction of His gracious providence, 
with such a commission at the most favorable time. 
I ol'teii wished, it is true, tliat a work of so much 
importance had fallen into more competent hands; 
yet, since I know that the ways of God in His 
sanctuary are unsearchable, and that lie often 
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accomplishes great ends by the smallest and most 
inadequate means, that it may bo made manifest, 
that the excellency of the power is of God, and 
not of men, I cheerfully submitted myself to His 
will, and sought help from Ilim who giveth vigor 
to the wear}', and power to him that hath no 
strength, relying upon the promise that tliose who 
hope and trust in the Lord, shall never bo made 
ashamed. 

The vineyard of the Lord in these widely ex- 
tended regions lies deplorably desolated by means 
of all kinds of sects and erring spirits, who havo 
come from Germany, and taken their course through 
this country, so that those who confe.s8 the pure 
Kcformed doctrine, have been exceedingly dis- 
couraged. It appeared some years ago, as if the 
crafty Ilerrnhutcrs* would carry away by their 

[' It would be a great injustice to Mr. Schlatter m well as to 
the Moraviann, to whom bo alludes in this and other places in 
such severe terms, if this should be taken to mean what the 
face of it seems to imply. It only applies to a certain medley 
of reli;;ious factors united at that time, with a view of forming 
what was called *'a congregation of God in the spirit" — *' Eine 
Gemeinde Gottes iro Geist," — into which Uefurmed, Lutherans, 
Moravians, and others were alike drawn. The Moravian 
clement seemed to have been the strongest in it, and was last 
to extricate itself, and hence endured the largest share of 
reproach fur its connection with a movement which it did not 
originate. W^e have given an account of this singular move- 
ment, in the Life of Kev. Jacob Lischy, which will be found in 
our '* Lives of the Fathers of the German Ueformcd Church in 
Europe and America," to which the reader is referred, as fully 
explaining these seemingly severe references to the Moravians 
both by Mr. Schlatter, and also by Rev. Muhlenberg, without 
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seductive doctrines, many of our membera as well 
as of other denominations, and plaj the master in 
this country. Ilowever, God, who docs all things 
well in His own time, and who knows best when 
the proper time has come to send out help from the 
sanctuary, has by the most imprcf^sive instructions 
of your Kcvcrcnd Synods revived tlie dispirited 
members of the Keformed church, yea, has fully 
assured them, that the Judicatories of the church 
of the Xetherlands take a deep and serious interest 
in their welfare. This has made such an impression 
on the minds of many, that by this, toi^ethcr with 
the hope of obtaining the ministrations of pure 
evangelical truth, very many have been induced 
again to return to the church from which they had 
already gone out, and have escaped from the 
dangerous fetters of the Herrnhuters. 

Among these was the llcv. Jacob Lisch}-, for- 
merly a zealous leader and an ordained teacher' of 
this sect, but now an earnest oppo^er of them — 
of which his published, writings testify — and a 
faithful minister of the holy Gospel in the churches 

reproach to tlic Moravians, ai such, or want of charity in those 
who thus refer to them. We know no denomination of Chris- 
tians which excel the Moravians in their quiet derotion to the 
ways of peace and Ioto ; among whom, there is an equal decree 
of holy zeal for the extension of the true kin^<lum of Jesus 
Christ ; and where there are so many lovely exhibitions of the 
true Christian vpirit. They are truly a people after the typo 
of John and Mary — may (Jud lung preserve to them their 
ancient spirit agains»t the scducemcnts of more modem ways, 
which their fathers knew not nor loved. — II. II.] 

I According to an Act, dated Jan. 1743, and subscribed bj 

the hycnllod Uiiihup David (Nitchmcin.) 
1 •» 
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in which he now usefally labors, by a license 
meanwhile granted him upon the strength of a 
written confession ^ handed over by him ; yea, he 
is now to me a dear brother and fellow-laborer in 
faith and prayer. So that now, so far as I know, 
the deceivers are gaining no new adherents. 

Towards the end of this year, the congregations 
of Philadelphia and Gcrniantown very earnestly 
entreated me to take charge of them as their 
regular pastor. Kev. Mr. Boehm, who had preached 
here once a month, and who was desirous, on 
account of advanced age and infirmity, of being 
released from this care, wannly urged me to accede 
to their wishes; because he believed that it would 
be for the best of both these churches. I suflered 
myself to be persuaded, and as I had been unani- 
mously called by both these congregations, in the 
fear of God, I accepted the call ; on condition that 
liev. Boehm would continue his monthly services 
to them for six months longer, that I might without 
interruption, still farther continue my journeys 
through the country, to visit the scattered congre- 
gations, and make all necessary arrangements in 
their behalf. Whereupon, I was regularly installed 
on the 2lHt of I>ccenib<T, by Kev. itocliin. 
Q On New Year's <lay (old styh?) 1717, in the 

name of the Triune (lod, I preached my introduc- 



I Which conftiimion, dtttcd Ootubnr 2'Jlh, 17 H, 1 trnnHmittod 
in a copy to tho Uoverond Deputios of the Synod, and the 
Rovorond Classis of Amsterdam, tho ori;;iual of whichi with 
Other writiogH, I have now brought with me. 
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lory sermon as the regular pastor and teacher in 
the German Reformed Church in Philadelphia, 
from 6cn. xxxii. 2G. 



SXCTION IV. 

1747. 

Beginning of the jcar 1747 — rcceiTei msoj moving letters — 
if Titited bj two men from Virginia — also bj Dr. 3Iiller of 
Falkner Scbwaro -* Tisits Skippacb — Witpcn — is installed 
by licj. Boebm in Germantown — Tiiiits Dr. 31iller, and 
baptises bis family— catechizes cbilJren — communion in 
Philadelphia — visit to I'iIe!i;;ruTo in New Jersey— bis labors 
there— returns to Philadelphia. 

During the winter months, when I for the most 
part remained at home, I received many soul-btir- 
ring letters, from large and small congregations in 
remote regions. Besides this, delegates came to 
my house daily, among whom were some who had 
come 200, yea, 300 miles. Among otliors, there 
wore two men who came from Virginia, 300 miles 
from here, hearing a mo.st urgent and moving 
letter from the destituti) congrc'gations in tlio.-<o 
partrt. All thi'Ho manifcsttrd, in the moiK tourhing 
manner, their ardent denire for the wf»rd of the 
living <>o(l, an<l urged mo mynelf to vinit them, 
that 1 might ho an eye-witness of their ^ad condi- 
tion, hoping in this way the more to move me — 
as if it were in my power— to secure them pastors 
who should ho ahlo rightly to divide the Word 
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among them, and to instructi oxhort, and comfort 
the many bouIs who long for wholesome noarish- 
ment The recollection of this scene even now 
again affects me in the tenderest manner ; and it 
seems to me, that a heart of stone would have been 
moved to sympathy in witnessing the many tears, 
and in reading and hearing the touching petitions, 
with which they so humbly presented their case. 
O that the church in the blessed Netherlands, where 
the chief shepherd, by the hand of a host of fsiith- 
ful under-shophenls makes his people ft'cd in groen 
pastures, could have before them a full picture of 
the true condition of bo many con<(rogationH, in a 
widely-extended country, and a land in which they 
are strangers, among the thousan<ls of whom CSod 
has Hi'Mt a true hunger, — a hungor not for tlio 
brcuid which pcriMhctli, a thir«t not lor natural 
water, but a hunger to hear tlio Word of the living 
Uod — where they run to and fro from eant to west 
seeking Hpiritual food, and seek almost in vain-^ 
could this picture, as it truly is, bo belore them, 
they would more highly prize their own privileges 
and advantages, and at the same time feel them- 
selves moved by the tenderest and most powerful 
sympathy toward their brethren of the same faith, 
and would join in prayers with them and for them, 
that God would soon provide them pastors after 
His own heart, who would gather tiie scattered 
sheep, and lead them with the staif of the true 
Khepherd. For myself, I could not do otheruiHO 
than verbally and by letters comfort and encourago 
these longing souls with promises, expressing the 
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hopo that I tnif^ht bo ablo to come to them, and 
assaritig tbcm that I would do all in my power to 
procure them pastors. 

At this time, I was also visited by John Miller, 
Doctor of Medicine, who besought me with tears 
to come over to liini, by holy baptism to incorpo- 
rate with tlio cliurcli his wife and nine children. 
lie acknowledged with inward sorrow, that on 
account of the numifold disorder in the churches, 
he could not until now induce himself to unite 
with any congregation; now, Iiowevcr, since ho 
saw that good order was about to be introduced, 
it was the strong desire 'of his heart to join with a 
properly organized congregatir)n ; and accordingly, 
he is now a consistent and zealous KIder, and a 
prominent pillar of tlio chureh in FalknerSehwani. 
I promined hini, if (^id will, on the ITith of Mareh 
to eonio to his liou^(*. 

On tlio 2!Kh, I nuule a journey of r>0 miles to 
Hkippacli, preaehed there in a certain private 
house, and made known to the congregation my 
commission. This congregation, which was pre- 
vious to this time, one of the most res[»ectable, has 
been so much reduced through the seducing influ- 
ence of the many various sects, that the members 
renmining, are not ubie to collect for the support 
of a minister, more than eight pounds, which is 
equal to fifty- three iJutch guilders. 

On the 2d of February, 1 preaehed in the house 
of Kev. Uoelim, o2 miles from the former place, 
to a congregation, called Witpen, which is located 
only half a mile from that place. They havo 
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built a small stone church, and secured Ilev. Mr 
Boohm as their paator, to whom they are at present 
able to pay only ten pounds, or sixty^six Dutch 
guilders, as salary. Should this congropition bo 
united with Skippach, Indianfiold and Tohiken, 
the four coniifregutions, acoordinj; to my jucl^^ment, 
would be able to collect forty poundo, or 20U iJutch 
guilders. 

AAcr I had again returned to Philadelphia, I 
was, on the loth, installed in the congregation of 
Gcrmantown by Kev. Boehm ; on which occasion, 
I preached my introductory sermon from Ezck. iii* 
17, 18, 19. 

On the 17th of March, according to promise, I 
went the distance of thirty-nine miles to Doctor 
Miller's house; and in circumstances of much 
encouragement, administered the sacrament of 
holy baptism to his wife, and eight children then 
living — one of liis children had died only a few 
days previous. Several hundred persons were 
astienibled on this occasion to witness this solemn 
service, an occurrence so new among them. It is 
not easy to describe with what reverence and divine 
impressiveness this solemn transaction transpired, 
and how edifying it proved to the spectators and 
auditors. The mother with her children prostrate 
upon their knees, made a brief and hasty profession 
of their faith in the essential principles of religion, 
and in a sincere and reverent manner nuule the 
most solemn promises before Ciod and men, that 
thoy would faithfully aflhero to the liC'foniHfd 
doctrine agreeably to the word of God; whil.^t the 
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•poiiftors Btanding behind thcnit rcf«ponded with tho 
greatest readincHrt, and heartily to tho questions 
addressed to them, and showed tlieir willingness to 
assume tho care tlius devolved u{K)n them. 

Furthermore, from New Year to Kanter, I in« 
structod twenty children in tho eatechism elass 
threo tin)es a week, making them ac(iuainted with 
the principal parts of our holy doctrine. All thcbo 
were, on ThurH<Iay beforo Ka.stcr, publicly in tho 
church and in tho presence of t)ie whole congrega- 
tion, and greatly to their awakening and edifica- 
tion, received as members of the church. 

When, on the 19th and 20th of April, I admin- 
istered tho Holy Communion, there were in Thila- 
delphia 1C5 and in Germantown 115 communi- 
cants. 

On tho 20th, I travelled thirty-eight miles into 
New Jersey to Tilcsgrove, near the Ilallmill,* and 
administered tho Holy Communion to forty mem- 
bers of this congregation ; and after I Ijud, with 
ac4uie.scenco of tho congregation, ordained and 
installed elders and deacons, and, as far as po.s.sil)lo, 
eUected what was necessary to good order and 
edification in tho congregation, I returned again to 
rhiladel[>hia. 



[I TliU Hcctnt to bo a iitrcam. Schlatter, after the cuatum of 
tho tiino, vras in tho habit of doMignatln;; a settlement bjr tho 
f trcam which flowed through it. PiIeR;;roTo in a towni«hip in 
Kalem County, X. J., about ten miles north-eait of tlio town 
of Kttlcm, throup^h which flows a stream called now S.il(*m 
Creek, which is, no doubt, tho llallinill of carlj times.— II. II. | 



Bkotioh v. 
1747. 

A grt%% Joarnej to Monocacj, in MarjUnd— Laneaiter— 
ehorobea on the SutquehanDa^York— Usohj^Comwago— 
MoDoeacy and Canogogcguc — ^great encouragenont— reiura 
jourDcjr -~ Liscb J and the Moraviane in York—- preaches at 
Lanoaster — ^retttrnt to Philadelphia— viiita New York— pre- 
pares the way for the organixatiun of tlie Oortnan Ucforined 
Sjnod—- eommunioii in Philadelphia and Qcrmantown. 

On tbo 29th of April, amid carncHt pruycra tliut 
tbo prc8cuco of God nii^Iit go with ino, I under- 
took a great journey to Monoeucy and otlier places 
in Maryland, with a view altio of viniting the con- 
gregations on the borders of the Busquehannai 
having before given notice to each congregation 
of the time when I expected to be with them. On 
the first day, I got as far as Lancanter, and tbo 
following duy I reached the Susquehanna, a dis- 
tance of seventy-three miles. This is the largest 
stream in the Euglibh colonies, which, like all the 
other streams, has received its name from tbo 
Indians and until now has retained it. In like 
manner, also, do the regions of country receive 
their names from the streams which flow through 
them. Hence if, in what follows, I shall mention 
any places not referred to before, it must be re- 
membered that then I have passed over some 
larger or smaller stream, a matter which is fre- 
quently not accomplished without great dani^er. 
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At least, when I crossed the Susquehanna it was 
greatly swollen, so that I crof^cd it with twelve 
men at the oars of the boat, and then only reacliod 
the opposite shore amid dan^i^crs which threatened 
my life, the river being, at that time, about two 
miles wide. 

On the 2d of ^[ay, I arrived at Yorktown, six* 
teen miles farther. Tliis is a town on the Co<lorus 
which was newly hiid out six years nj^o. Hero 
and in tiiu region around I found a htrge licfonned 
congregation, which has heretof«)rc been sensed 
by i{ev. Jacob Linchy. Afw.r I had, on the .*id, 
preached a sermon in the cliurch preparatory ♦<> a 
wc»rtliy participation of the Lord's Supper, and 
promised, by the lielpof (lod, to return on the 10th 
to adruinister the Holy Communion, I f>turted on 
the 4th for Concwago,' a distance of twenty-nine 
milca, wlicre, on the same day, I held a prepara- 
tory service in a school-house, and, on the follow- 
ing day, I adminiHtered the Holy »Sup[»er to eighty 
members, and under the o[)cn heaven admini.stered 
holy baptism to twenty -one children because the 
house could not contain the multitude that a5^>em- 
bled. When I hero opened my conmii.ssion to tho 
people, it was listened to with great joy and with 
tho tcnderest emotions by this Hheplierdless llock. 
They at oneo acquiesced in it, and forty-five heads 
of families bound themselve.'^, by Hgning their 
names, that they would raise as much as they 
could as salary for a miniater, namely, twelve 



[ ' Now called Christ's Cbarcb, in Adams Couoty, Pa. — II. IL] 
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poandB in monoy and something in grain, all of 
wliich would amount to about 183 Dutch guildoni. 

On tho Cthy I journeyed forty milcH further to 
Monocae}^ where, on the following day, I held 
preparatory service to the Holy Communion, and 
baptized twenty-six children, and, on the 8th, ad- 
ministered the most excellent Supper of the Lord,^ 
with peculiar intercfit and nrnch edification, to 
eighty-six members. 

After divine service was ended, I read my 
instructions to the people. Tho congregation, 
anxious after spiritual food, listened with tears of 
joy and with gratitude to God, and forty-nine 
heads of families at once oflered to raise, for tho 
support of a minister, in monc}* and grain, tho* 
amount of forty pounds, ecpial to 200 Dutch guil- 
ders. If this congregation were united with an- 
other called Connogocheague, lying thirty miles dis- 
tant, those two would be able to sustain a minister. 

Farther, I must say of this congregation, that it 
appears to me to be one of the purest in the whole 
country, and one in which I have found the most 
traces of the true fear of Qod; one that is free 
from tho sects, of which, in other places, the 
country is filled. For, on 7000 acres of land in 
that neighborhood there were none but such as 
are of the Uerman Keformed faith. This may bo 
the ivventh congregation or charge. 

After I had here, as in other congregations, 
ordained elders and deacons, I went tho sumo 
evening to Conewago, where, after having travelled 

I' l>as bucbwUrJigo Abcuduiuhl. — II. II.J 
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forty miles, I arrived on the 0th at tax o'clock iit 
tlio nioniitigy ainl on tlio f^aino day yet, I a^in 
preached a prei>ur&tory sennon in Yorktown, 
thirty ruiles farther, and »poke also specially with 
the communicants, because the ^loravians have 
instigated much confusion in this con^e^tion, 
to which Mr. Li.«chy, who here undertook the 
duties of a minister while he yet remained with 
this sect, has furninhed the occaj»ion« I also bap- 
tized twenty-nine children. 

On the 10th, I administered the Lord's Supper 
to 150 {lorsons. In the afternoon, after the tlianks- 
givin^f sermon, I read my instructions to the 
people, and 100 heads of families bound themsolves 
to pay fifty pounds, equal to 333 Dutch guilders, 
for the support of a minister. Accordingly, this 
is the eif/hth congregation or charge. 

From this place I went to Lancaster, where I 
preached on the 13th; and, by the g<K>dncss of 
God, I arrived again safely in IMiiladelpliia on the 
14th, after I had travelled on my home journey a 
distance of eighty-eight miles. On the 15th, I 
moved into a house whieh I myself rented, where 
I mii^ht have more room and freedom to meet and 
Fpeak with those who came daily from all direc- 
tions to consult with me about thefr own condition 
and that of their congregations. 

On the 22d, I made u jourm-y to Xew York in 
onler to confer with the Iteven iid ministers there 
in reirard to the loundiii;' of a Svnixl of the <ier- 
man congregations in tlie^^e regions, as well as 
about other important matters. I wished also to 
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8oUcU from the Consistory there a friendly eontri- 
bution to our newly-erected church in Philadelphia, 
to which also they responded, and shortly after- 
wards sent forty-two pounds, and the Rev. Curte- 
nius, in the name of his congregations in Ilakinsaek 
and Swatenburg, also sent fourteen pounds, making 
in all about SCO Dutch guilders. Then, without 
losing any time, I returned to Philadelphia, where 
I arrived on the 30th, after having travelled a dis* 
taucc of 200 miles. 

On Whitsuntide, being the 7th of June, I admin- 
istered the Holy Communion in Philadelphia to 
ninety-four, and on the following day in German- 
town to sixty-five communicants. In these, my 
own congregations, I sensibly felt with joy, and 
to the praise of the free goodness of God, that they 
increase from day to day, live in peace, and are 
edified, which serves greatly to comfort and quicken 
me in my heavy labors. 



Section YI. 
1747. 

Vbii to tlM iatcrior of PenntjlTanift— Conettoga—Zclta&ricii 
chnrcli^-Lftoeftsler — ^Donegal — Modeere«k — Cuealieo^Web- 
eicbenUnd •— 'labors in tbese cborcbef— Templemanandbii 
labors — Tisitii Tulpehocken — Manadaoj — Magunscbj — 
Egypt — Lehigh — Bethlehem — Naxareth^meeta Lischj^* 
a hireling — Saccony — meets 5Ir. Wirts — Springfield — 
Schuggenhaus — two charges — retams to Pbili&delphia <— > 
receires a moving letter from New Jersey — a letter from 
Lischy -— sends a circular to all the ministers and elders of 
tho German Reformed churches, inviting them to the meet* 
ing of the fir^t Synod — communion in Philadelphia and Ger- 
mantown — > tho first Synod — Synodical Sermon by Iter. 
Kcigcr — Sessions and Acts — baptism of an emancipated 
slave — his devoted life. 

After having commended myself to the Divine 
government and direetiouy on the 10th of June I 
undertook an extensive journey. 

On the 11th, after having journeyed a distance 
of fifty-six miles, I came to the stream called 
Conestoga, and preached for a small congregation 
called Zeltenrich's,* which %va3 heretofore 8er\*ed 
by Kev. Reiger. Some twenty heads of families 
oflbred that, according to their ability, they would 
cheerfully contribute between seven and eight 
pounds, about fifty Dutch guilders, for the supiK)rt 

[* Near tho present town of New Holland, in Lancaster 
County, Pa. — II. 11.] 

l\ (ir.7^ 
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of a miniBter, ivho should come only on one Lord's 
day in each month and preach for them. 

On the 12th, I went to Lancaster, a distance of 
twelve miles. After speaking specially with the 
members on the 13th, writing down their names, 
and preaching a preparatorj' sermon, I adminis- 
tered the Holy Supper on the following day to 
225 pornons. The crowd of pco[>le wliicli had 
assembled on the occasion was so grout that the 
church could scarcely contain the one-half, so great 
was the desire to hear the word of God, and the 
greatest portion returned to their homes with joy 
and thanksgiving. To God let all the honor bo 
broui^ht for the assistance which he has vouchsafed 
to his weak and unworthy instrumentality, and for 
the goodness which he has shown toward his poor 
destitute people. 

On the IGth, I went sixteen miles farther to 
Donegal, a church which lies north of Lancaster. 
There I preached to a small but spiritually hungry 
congregation of about twenty familic!=i, who, after 
they understood my commission, cheerfully pro- 
mised to the support of a minister who should only 
now and then visit and edity them, in money and 
grain twelve pounds, or about eighty Dutch guil- 
ders. 

On the 18th, I went twenty-six miles farther to 
preach at l^Iodencrcek, on the 19th, at Cocalico, 
eight miles off, and, on the 20th, six ntilcs still 
further, in Weiseichenlund, where I preached a 
preparatory sermon. After I had opened my com- 
mission to each of these three congregutioiis, f 
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secured from the first an obligation for eleven 
pounds; from the second, one of six pounds; 
from the third, one of twenty-three pounds; mak- 
ing, altogether, the sum of 2GG Dutch guilders for 
the support of a minister. If, now, tlie previously- 
mentioned small congregation called Zeltenrich 
should bo united with theno, the four churches 
could bo served by one mininter, eo that one £er- 
vice might bo lield in each congrr^^ntion once a 
month, and the whole charge could raise a Falnry 
of about fifty pounds, or VtX\ ])utih guiMorH. 
Thus these unitt'd congregations would constitute 
the ninth charge. On the 21st, I ail ministered the 
Holy Supper in Weiseiehenland to seventy mem- 
bers. 

Up to this time, these congregations have been 
edified and served by a certain tailor, from Hei- 
delberg, named Templeman, whom the pi^ople, 
some twenty years ago, urged to this sor\'ice, they 
being willing to be instructed and comforted by a 
pious layman rather than be wholly without the 
public service of God. This man, who is nearly 
sixty years of age, is reported of by the congrega- 
tions as a man of <'orrect views, quiet and peaceable 
in his spirit, by which ho has won the love and 
respect of the community. After I had adminiA- 
tcrod the Lord's Supper, I asked him to preach the 
thanksgiving hcnnon, to which I listened with 
pleasure and edification, as being well adapted to 
the circinnstances of the people. He, of his own 
accord, oilered that ho would cheerfully vacate the 
post, to which the necessity of the circumstances 
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had called hiniy oa soon os a regular minister tlioold 
be secured for these cougregntions ; but, at the 
same time, asked that he might be placed in such 
circumstances, that, as a regularly constituted 
minister, he might conduct the holj service in the 
congregations of Quittophilla,' Swatara, Donegal, 
etc. He resides at Swatara, where he has a family 
and a small piece of land. I am of opinion that 
when he Khali receive a regular investiture of the 
sacred oilice, according to the order of the Church, 
lie could labor there unto go(Kl fruit. 

On the 23d, I went fifteen milcH farther to Tulpe- 
liocken, where in puHHing I prfuched. From thence, 
I went to Manatawny, thirty-live niilen diHtant, and 
nuule an engagement to preach there the following 
ISabbath. 

From Wednenday to Kuturdiiy, the 21th, 2r>th, 
and 2()th, I vlHited the congregations in Manatawny, ' 
Magunchy,'* Kt^y[it/ and on the Lehigh, a circuit 
of forty-live milcn, and came near to Itethleheni, 
a location of the Moravians; an<l here, in the 
providence of (Jod, 1 met with Jacob LiMchy, who 
was at that time attached to that sect. This maUi 



[' Tho prcHoiit Lebanon. Tho town wait liiiJ out tlirco years 
iator, in 1750, and was called at first Stcitxctown, after tlio 
man who laid it out. — H. II.] 

[' The nanio of a Htrcnni, and thus at that tiroo tho naino of a 
•cttlcDient Tho church In what is uow called tho Olcjr ohuroh, 
in Berks county.— 11. 11. | 

[* This cliurch is situated in Magunchy township, Lehif^h 
county, in the village of Troxlerstown, on tho roud leading from 
Allcntown to Kutztown. — II. 11.] 

[* This church is oIao in Lehigh county. — II. II.] 
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although ho had nover before •cen mo, resolved to 
accompany mo a distance of ten miles to Nazareth. 

When wo got into converpation, this man very 
magnanimously manifested a hearty penitence and 
sorrow that ho had suflered himself, with many 
other erring souls, to ho bewitched by the craf\y 
lirethren, and to become entangled in the net of 
their soul-destroying teaching.*) and customs. This 
open-hearted acknowledgment gave occasion to an 
extended and earnest conversation, in which I was 
fully pernuaded of the lunienty and nincerity of his 
inti'UtionM, and of liin liniily formed detonnination 
completely to neparato hinihclf from tlie Itrethren, 
and gladly return again into tho b^Mom of the true 
Kefonned ('liurrli. I agreed to writo to tho 
Kovurond (>liriHtian Synodn in regard to thin int(9- 
renting ('ircuniHtaiM'(*, and wait for their counHol and 
direction, and earnrntly advincd him, mcanwliili% 
to eoUHidcr the matter in silence and the fear of 
(]o<l, and afterwardn in writing to trannfer to mo 
in I'liihulelphia hi^ eonrluHion. From Nazareth, 
t returned again to 1 Bethlehem, and five mil<'S 
farther. 

On tha27tli, according to promise, I arrived at 
Manatawny, a diHtanco of twenty milen, where on 
the following day, I preached to a great multitude. 
Htill, as the.iC people had Huffered themselves to he 
drawn by a certain hireling, who had al-^o instigated 
and maintained diviHions in (t oshenhoppen, 1 could 
not hero pro<*eed^ as I desired to inRtitute good 
order. On this acount, I left soon after the sermon, 
14* 
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and wont twonty-fivo milos farther to Saccony,^ a 
congregation which is sorved by a certain Mr. J. K. 
Wirtz, to wlioni I have already referred. Here I 
preached on the 20tl), and when atltcr tho Korvico, 
I had hiid my inrttructionH before theni, I ankcd the 
congregation, whether they wouhl have Mr. Wirtz, 
who wuH aldo ]»rcHcnt, aH their minister, in cuhc ho 
Hhould be regularly r|nalificd by the Keverend 
Christian Synod? The congregation was not 
entirely nnanimous; some desired rather to have 
another regular minister, in order that full unity 
might bo restored in tho congregation. 

In tho afternoon, I went nine miles farther to a 
place called Springfield, or Schuggenhaus,' and 
after I liad preached there on tho 80th, I spoko 
with tho congregation, wliich was also served by 
Mr. Wirtz, and found them in all res[>ects minded 
like the one just mentioned. 

In this region there are four or five small congre- 
gations, namely, Saccony, Forks of Delaware,^ 
Springtield, and Lehigh, which would be able to 
contribute about thirty-three pounds, or 233 iiutch 
guihiers for the support of a minister. Hero, too, 
there is great need of an ablo minister, since 
Uethlehem, tho seat of tho Moravians, is near to 
it. This would bo tho tenth charge. 

[' Thin cnn;;ro;;ritton in Mitiiatod in Lower Hiiucotij township, 
Northamptfin county, Pii., about two niiloii from tho prnnoDl 
villtifc«* ofJIelhTtown, toward tlio ntdawaro rivor. — II. Jl.| 

[* This ohurch iit in Sprin^dold townNhip, Huokit county, I'd., 
on tho cant nido of tho road that kiiili from Ilcllcrtowii to 

phihuhOphia. — II. ir.j 

I* Tho prcMunt Kantun.— II. II. J 
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Farthor north in ]Ici<lolbo% K^'pt, and Jonlan, 
which thrco con;;rc*pitioim have alone promised to 
contrikuto forty-two ikmiikN, or 2^0 Dutch guilders 
for the HUp|)ort of a iniirmtt'r. 

Not fur from thenc*, are Mn^unchy/ Allcmon^rcllt 
and Schninlt/.f^aH;' «o that for the i»ro[K:»r provision 
of all thcHO con;(rc;c^ition.<49 at Ica^t three tniniritcra 
are needed. Aceordini^ly, the^e would cotintituto 
the eleventh and twclvdh char^rcH. 

On the 2d of July, I left for rhila<Klph]a, a 
d'lHtanco of forty-nine niile.H, rendering thanks unto 
Ood| wlio had protected nie in all my wayn, and 
had given me Ilin spirit an my counnellor and 
guide; and hcBeeehing him fervently 80 to govern 
all thingH that the great liun'edt might soon bo 
l^rovidcd with faithful lahorers. 

When I liad nafely arrived at homo on tlic 3d, 
I found a very earnest and moving letter written 
hy several eongregationrf in the province of Xew 
Jersey, namely, at Lehairon, Foxhill, and Amwell 
in the region of the liaritan, distant about seventy 
miloH from I'hiladelphia.^ They urge mo with the 

[' ThU church in in the northern i>:irt of Dcrks county.— >II. II. | 

[' Thi« church in Hituatcd in Sulitibury townbhip, Lehi«;h 
county, ubout four milcd Bouth of Allentown, and one mile 
from Kmniaui, on tho bank of tho Little Lehigh creek. It it 
DOW cullfil JeruNiilcirt church. — 11. 11, | 

I* ** 111 drm lUrcntanii/' must mean in tho kcttlcmcntJi on 
tho brunchf'B of the lUritan river — ouo of which eitendii as 
h\v}\ up fii Oerniiin ViiUiy, in Morrin county, where there wai 
curly n utroni; (iiriiism Mfiih;mrnt. 

Aniw(*il, now Aniwcll, in n Township in IVuntfTdon county, 
N. if., wiittifd by A britiuh of tho It.iritan. Th«f churih h< r« 
€AlK<d Aumcll in in thii TowiiMhip, thirty-nine or forty 
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•trongefit motivcB, yea, thoy pray me for God's 
eake, to pay them a visit, that I may administer to 
them the Lord's Supper, and by baptism, incorpo* 
rate their children with the church, who have 



miles from Philadelphia, and ia an old German Reftirmod 
church. "Tho German Ueformed church of Amwell," taya 
the Tcnerable Rev. Dr. J. Kirkpatrick of the Prcflbytcrtan 
Church, in a letter to the author dated Dec. 19th, 1S5G, *Miad 
an existence IIG years ago. I think the deed for the ground 
on which their house stood, bears date 1740.'' In the same 
letter he says: "The German Kefurmed church of Am well 
was under the care of the German Kefurmed Synod till the 
first of the year 1810. Up to the close of the year 1809, they 
had a pastor. His name was Wack. Ho left them, and they 
united with the first Presbyterian church of Aniwcll, and 
assumed the name of The United First Presbyterian Church 
of Amwcll. As such, in connection with the 2d Presbyterian 
Church of Arowell, they gave me a call in the first of the year 
1810. I have been their pastor ever since that date." We are 
in po-sscMsion of a number of interesting documents relating to 
the early history of this church, which we hope to bring fur- 
ward at some future time. 

The church called Fozhill, is located at the foot of a hill of 
that name in German Valley, about thirty miles north of 
Amwell. ''About forty years ago," says Dr. Kirkpatrick, 
" they made application to the Presbytery of New Brunswick 
to be received under their care. The Presbytery received them, 
and settled a pastor among them of the name of J. K. (^astner. 
He is long since dead. The German Reformed Synod com- 
plained of the Presbytery for receiving them. But the people 
aaid they were so far from the Synod, that they received no 
attention — and they became Presbyterians." 

The church called Lebanon, is about half-way between 
Amwell and Foxhill, or German Valley. " I have preached 
in it often," says Dr. Kirkpatrick. '' I think it has passed over 
to the Reformed Protestant Dutch Church."— H. H.] 
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already during three or more years remained with- 
out baptism. 

In the month of August, I received the first 
letter from Mr. Linchy. At this time, I addressed 
circular Icttcrti to all the miuisters and ciders of 
the German liefonncd congregations, to invite 
them in the most friendly and fraternal manner to 
attend the firnt ecclesiastical Synod or assembly, 
which was contemplated to be held on the 2dth of 
September, in this year. 

On the 2«jth of September, I administered the 
Holy Supper in rhiladclphiu to eighty-nine, and on 
the following day, in Germantown to lifty-uino 
members. 

On the 20th, being the time appointed, by the 
blessing of God, the first ecclesiastical Synod was 
commenced to be held in my house in I'hiladcl- 
. phia. 

In the morning at nine o'clock, the assembly, 
conhistihg of thirty-one members, proceeded to the 
church, where Kcv. J. U. liicgcr opened the Synod 
by a suitable and edifying sermon on Psulms l'>3. 
In the afternoon at two o'clock was held the iiriit 
session, which I opened with prayer and closed 
with thanksgiving — the same was also done at 
every subsequent session. The minutes of what 
was done at this Synod are here present, that they 
may be brought before the Kevcrend Christian 
Synodical assembly. 

On the 11th of October, I baptized a negro in 
the church at Germantown, together with his child, 
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after he had previously made a profession of his 
faith. This Dcgro was a redeemed slave, and is 
still an unblamable member of the church. 



Bection VII. 
1747. 

Schlatter And Reiger a committee of Sjrnod to ?bit York oa 
the tronblei between Liscby and the congregation — ^feelingp 
of the congregation — eentiments of Lischj — the decision— 
retume by way of Lancaster to Philadelphia — letters from 
remote churches^visits the congregations in New Jersey-— 
Kockaway — Foshill — Amwcll — grateful offerings of theso 
charches — return — first sermon in the new church in Phil:^ 
dclphia — close of the year 1747. 

IIaviko been appointed by Synod, in connection 
with Kev. Ueiger, to examine into the strife which 
had arisen in the congregation of Yorktown be- 
tween that congregation and Mr. Lischy, which 
had been occasioned by his proclivities to the 
Moravians^ I went to Lancaster on the 21 st, a 
distance of sixty-three miles from here ; and, on 
the 23d, I went, in company with Mr. IJciger, 
twenty-five miles farther, to Yorktown. Here I 
preached a preparatory sermon on the 24th, and, 
on the following day, Mr. Keiger and myself ad- 
ministered the Holy Supper to the congregation* 
After divine service, I asked the whole congrega- 
tion how they felt inclined toward Mr. Lischy; 
whether they would receive him as their regular 
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pastor, in caso ho shonld bo appointed by the Rov- 
ercnd Christian Synod of Holland, and installed 
among them agreeably to the order of the Church ? 
The greatest number of the nieinl>ers said that, if 
it were pos-sible, they would prefer another minis- 
ter, because they niistrunted that ho had not yet 
fully withdrawn from tlie JJrethren ; still, if they 
}iad very clear evidence of his good intentioni), and 
he would make such a public acknowledgment as 
the Christian Synods should approve, they would 
be inclined to bestow upon him again their former 
afioction. 

Mr. Lischy, who, during this trani^action, con- 
ducted himself with propriety, manifesting good 
sense and Christian meekness, promised to put 
upon paper the true sense of his heart, and hand 
the same over to Mr. Keiger and mj'self, and said, 
that we might be assured that sincerity and up- 
rightness lay as the maiiispringof all lie liad done. 
"Wo admonished him to refrain from administering 
the Holy Sacrament till further orders should bo 
given. Still, we told him we would consent that 
he, if lie desired it, should deliver exhortations 
unto the edification of the people in his own house 
to such as should ffcl inclined to hear him, in 
order, in this way, to relieve the people of their 
concern as to the sincerity of his intentions. 

On the 27th, I returned from thence, by the same 
way, to 1-iancaster ; and, after I had preache<I there, 
I continued my return journey to Philadelphia, 
where I arrived, on the 21Hh, safely and in happy 
spirits. 
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In the beginning of Noyember, I received various 
letters from congregations lying in remote regions, 
beseeching me cither myself to visit them or make 
arrangements that some one of the ministers in the 
country might come to them and administer to 
them the Lord's Supper, after which they greatly 
longed. 

On the ISthy I undertook the journey to the 
three congregations in New Jersey, from which I 
had, on tlie 8d of July, received a most friendly 
and pressing invitation to visit them. On the 14tli, 
after a journey of sixty miles, I came to Kockaway.' 
Here I received twenty young persons into the 
church as members after they had made profession 
of their faith, preached a preparatory sermon on 
the 2r>th, and, on the following day, adininistored 
the Holy Supper, in a small churcli, to an attentive 
and reverent assembly. In the afternoon, I went, 
ten miles farther, to Foxliill, whci*e I preached a 
preparatory sermon, and, on the following day, 
which was the 18th, administered the Holy Supper 
to forty members. On the same day, I went from 
thence, thirty miles farther, to Amwell, and there, 
on the 19th, also administered the Holy Supper to 
thirty members. 

After I had performed this solemn service, to 
the great edification of the congregations, and had 
yet, in each place, preached a thankngiving sermon, 

l* llo afterwards mentions this church as hcing nineteen 
miles from ArowcU, and near enough to Foxhill, namely, ten 
miles, to enable him (o preach there in the afternoon of the same 
duy. — H.H.] 
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after tho commaoion I rctarned again to Pbiladd* 
phia on the 20tb, a distance of forty miles, jojful 
in heart and giving thanks to God for the support 
which he had rendered ine. 

I cannot refrain from referring briefly to the 
fact that these three congregations, from gratitude 
for tho service I had rendered them, handed me a 
pecuniary reward; and this was the first money 
wliich, since my arrival in America up to this time, 
I have received from any congregation fur my 
labor and pains. Also, in my own congrogationn, 
up to the present time, I have drawn no salary. 
I must state, however, that diilbrcnt congregations 
have oUbred me some money, but I declined re« 
cciving it, in order to convince them that I did 
not seek theirs, but them; while, in the meantime, 
(iod has [»rovi(lod for mo in a way that calls for 
devout praiijc, and has also enabled me to be con- 
tent with little. 

On tho Gth of December, I preached for the Orst 
time in tho yet unfinished new church in Thila- 
dclphia, without pulpit or windows, since the old 
church could not contain one-half of the people. 

On tho 2dth and 2tith, I administered the Holy 
Supper in Germantown to Gl and in Thiladelphia 
to 100 communicants. 



15 



SioTZOv VIIL 
1748. 

Labon tli« irsi foor nontht in the new jMr— Jooinay to 
Tii^iiia— preiMmitory semioii at Lancaster— amDgemeoti 
with ReT. Reiger — Sasqaehannn ri? er — Yorlc — Conewago 
— Monoeaey and Fredericktown in Maryland— -Conno|^ 
cheague— appearance of the countrj— Potomao rlTe^— drovea 
of deer — Fredericktown in Virginia—fearful rattle-tnake— 
Shenandoah river — New Gcrmantown— preaches in these 
places — return journej —- lonci J and dangerous way — Goat 
riTcr — the Potomac riTcr— preaches and administers the 
sacraments at Frederick in Maryland — affecting scene — 
Conewttgo — York — aflfair of Lischy —> Ascension day at 
Lancaster— return to Philadelphia. 

DrniNo the first four months in the year 1748, 
besides attending earefully to the duties of my 
oiUce, und dilii^ently instructing the youth by 
catechisationi I aUo labored to bring into proper 
order the church books of Thiladelphia and Ger- 
mantown, and to record in them the names of the 
members and their families. 

On the 10th and 11th of April, wo celebrated 
the Uoly Supper in Philadelphia with 171| and in 
Germautown with C4 communicants. 

Looking to God for direction, I undertook a 
great journey in the beginning of May, 1748, to 
Virginia and neighboring localities. 

On the 3d, I made my way to Lancaster, a dis- 
tance of sixty-throe miles, where I preached a 
preparatory sermon, and promised, if (uh\ should 

(170) 
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permit mo in health and nafety to return from 
Virginia, to colcbrato tlie holy communion with 
them on the 19th, being Ancension day. I alf^o 
besouglit I{ev. Keiger bo to arrange his matters, 
that ho might meet mo in Yorktown on the 17th, 
when wo would examine more closely into the 
affairs of ]Mr. Lischy. On the same day, I con- 
tinned my journey across the Susquehanna river to 
Yorktown, a distance of twenty-five miles; and 
from thence, aAcr I had attended to some necessary 
duties, I went thirty miles further to Conewago, 
where on the 0th, I preached a preparatory sermon. 
On the 7th, I continued forty miles farther to 
Monocacy in the provinre of Maryland, where, on 
the 8th, in Fr«:dcricktown, a newly laid out town, 
I preached a preparatory sermon in the sdiool- 
house ; and on the same day, in company with an 
Klder of this congregation, who of his own free 
will oilcrcd to accompany mo through Virginia, I 
continued my journey thirty-four miles farther to 
Connogocheague, cros.sing the so-called IMuc Moun- 
tains,' so that we did not arrive in Connogocljcaguo 
till two o'clock in the moriiing of the l>th, when 
we came to the house of an honest Swiss, and 
gratefully enjoyed a very pleasant rest. I preached 
there yet on the same day. This congrtgation, 
lying to the north from Maryland, and hence 
belonging still to Pennsylvania, might be 8er>-ed 
by the minister at Monocacy.' 

I* Now called i^outh Mountain. — 11. 11.) 
[' *' His courttc from Frederick was nearly in a North line, to 
wliat is now Burkitt«Tillc, and tbcnco dlTcrging to nearly east. 
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Here in this region tbere are very frnitful fiolds 
for grain and pasturo ; tbcy produce Turkish corn ^ 
almost without any manure, among which are 
stalks ten and more feet long; and the grass is 
exceedingly fine. In this neighborhood there are 
still many Indians, who are well disposed and very 



he crossed the mountain through what is now, and always hat 
been known as " Crampton's Gap" — thence bjr way of Ilohrcrs- 
ville in Pleasant Valley, and Keedysvillo on the Antictam, 
about three miles suuth-west from where Boonsboro now 
stands ; thence in a westerly direction to the settlements on the 
Connogochenguc, about He von or eight miles wcstof lIag«*rstown; 
and the place where he preached at the time, mu!<t have b4>en 
somewhere in the viciniry of what is now "Saint Paul's 
Church,'' in the vicinity of Clcnr^pring, which is the oldest 
congregation in that country. 

Here the first settlement in the county was made, the 
first settlers being (lermanf, and members of the Jteformed and 
the Lutheran Churchon; as lleformrd families, I can name tlio 
Kershners, SeibertH, Sellers, and Prices. They settled on the 
Connogocheague, because in it they found good timber for build* 
ing and other uses, whilst the rest of the valley was destitute of 
timber, and only covered with scrub-oak and hazle-bushts. 
Near Clearspring, and on the Potomac, are still to be seen the 
remains of the Fort they built, and in which they kept their 
families when the Indians became troublesome. This was 
afterwards rebuilt by Gen. Braddock, and was then called 
Fort Frederick, and is still known by that name. The country 
was then destitute of roads, and the way pursued by Mr. 
Schlatter was simply a horse i)ath or trail, though afterwards 
hiid out into a public road, and so used until some forty or fifty 
years ogo as the great highway to the West. Who the honest 
Swiss was, I cannot tell, but presume he must have been one 
of the isimilies I have named." Jitter from Lciris M, ITarbanyh^ 
Knq, of Ilar/erstown, JW., dated Dec. 13th, 1850. — H. 11] 

[I "TUrckisch Kora" — Maize, or Indian corn. — II. II.] 
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obliging, and are not disinclined toward Christians, 
when they ure not made drunk by strong drink. 

After the sermon, we left and passed on ten 
miles further ti>ward the Potomac river, which is 
at this place one mile wide, from which also we had 
a fine view of the place, where the Connogocheague 
stream falls into this river. Here is the boundary 
at once between Pennsylvania and Vir<^inia, and 
between Maryland and Virginia.* This evening, 
we journeyed lll\eon miles without having seen 
either a houne or a human being; but we saw deer 
in drovcrt. 

On the 10th, after we had gone twenty miles 
farther, wo took our dinner in Fredericktown,' in 
Virginia. On thin road wo met with a fearful rattle- 
snake, Meven or eight feet long, and five inches 

[I '* Tho point where bo crosttetl the Potomac at the mouth of 
Connogochcaf^ue is where WilliamHport now standi, which in 
next to the oMcHt town in tho county. Here it was then 
supposed tho lino run hm;; afterwards (in 1701) bj Mason and 
Pixon would strike the Potomac." Letfer ofjjevis M, Harbavjh^ 
Esq, The Potomac is not ordinarily a mile wide — it may hare 
been swollen by rains at tho time. ** Some of the early settlers 
in Martinsburj; and Ticinity say that they remember when the 
river spread itself very wide, so that when high, it n)i;;ht with 
truth bo sard, it was about a mile wide." Letter fiom Her. /. 

G. nw/. — II. IF.) 

[' This was Winchester. " Die Graffschafl Frederick wird 
grostcntheils von Deutschen bewohnt, und lie|!;t zwischen dcm 
blauen und Nord-Gebir;^ in einer sehr fruchtberen ond 
an^cnchmen Gcgcnd. In derselbe liect Frederick Town oder 
Winchcsler, mit einer verfiallenen Schanze." Bcschreibuny 
de.H Jln't, America, iy>» Christian Leiste, 1778, pp. ZZo, 
3:50.-11. H.] 

15* 
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thick across tho back. This is one of the most 
dangoroas kind of snakes ; still, it warns tho trav- 
eller by rattling when he is even yet twenty steps 
off, so that he has time to avoid it This evening 
wo came to a Iteformed congregation at the Shen- 
andoah liivcr, fourteen miles further up.' 

Here I preached on the 11th, and in the after- 
noon at another place,* to a pretty largo number 

[* '* The place nherc he preached at tho Shenandoah, must 
have been where the town of Strasburg is now located, which 
answers Terj nearly to the dit<tance he gives, and is one of the 
points of the earlj settlement of the valley. There is no German 
Reformed congregation there now. The property has passed 
into tho hands of the Lutherans, as hns much of the Ueformed 
property through this valley. — II. II.] 

[' " That other place," where he preached in the anemoon» 
was Woodstock, the next point of early settlement in the 
▼alley, which was made by Germans. In his estimate of tho 
distance from here to New Germantown, ho is certainly wrong, 
unless he took a very circuitous route ; for tho next early point 
of settlement is where New Market now stands, and is only 
twenty miles from Wocid^tock ; the next, and extreme point of 
tho sottlvment of the Germans, could not havo been further 
than tho vicinity of IlarriHonburg, which would answer to his 
distance, but this is a comparatively recent town ; but tho 
others I know are old, and were laid out, and begun by tho 
Srst settlers. At Winchester and Woodstock were the Forts to 
which they fled for protection and defence. It could not have 
been Stanton, fur this would havo been too far, and tho 
•ettlemeut here was made by the Scotch-Irish, and they were 
Presbyterian. They used tho samo building as a church and 
Fort. It is still standing ; and from its substantial and massy 
appearance will continue to stand until tho " wreck of matter. '^ 
It is still used as a church, and when I was there some five 
years ago, I was told the memberuhip numbered about fifteen 
hundred souls. New Germantown then, must have been what 
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of hearers, and baptized many cbildreo and adult 
persons. 

On the 12tb, wo continued our journey toward 
tbo 8outb-we8ty not without weariness and danger 
from wild beasts, forty-two miles farther to New 
Gerniantown. 

Hero I preached on the IStb, and spake with 
the good congregation, promising them that, by 
the help of God, I would visit them again at 
some other time and remain longer with them. 
In the alternoony we commenced our return journey 
to Monocacy and came to the Goat l^iver;^ wc 

is New Market now. Tbo "gcod coD;;re;;atiun" has been 
nearly ]>rokcn up there; there are sonic KefornicJ members 
there still, and recently an effort was made to revive it, but 
with what success I cannot tell. The church was built of ]o;;s ; 
ond although nearly rotted down, the Lutherans appro[>riated 
it Those early settlements wero made by members v( the 
German Iteformed and Lutheran churches ; the property was 
bold jointly. Wherever a reli;;ious body was organized, it was 
the custom of Lord Fairfax, who was then the proprietor of 
all this part of Virginia, to lay out a OUU for them, and to 
f^ivo it to tho church for religious and educational purp<)*«'N. 
The Ueforincd interef>t in nearly all of thesic has been lu«t fnim 
time to time ; and many of tho Kcformed congregations have 
been broken up, and scattered, and lost to the church.'' fjeffer 
of J^ewin M. llarlHtmjhf AV/. — II. II. J 

[' From New ijcrmantown, or New Market, he mu«it have 
croHHcd the mountain again ; and on his return, panHod through 
Princo WillianiM and I^udon countieR, and struck tho Potomac, 
AS ii supposed, somewhere near Lovettflville. The Goat river, 
or ** Goes flup," is the south branch of the '* Shenandoah." It 
cannot bo "Goose creek," (this is a small stream in I»ud4>n 
county, near to a section of country still known as the German 
settloment,) because it takes its ricc on the ea.*it feide of the 
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travelled a wearisome road of fifty-five miles throagh 
a rough and wild wilderness, and in the evening 
we were overtaken by a heavy thandergust. On 
the 14thy after a joarncy of nineteen miles more, 
we came, to our great joy, to our friends in a good 
house on the Potomac — which is here one-third 
broader than it was farther up at tlio Connogo- 
chcague — here for a short time wo enjoyed rest and 
refreshment, after which we continued with new zeul 
on our journey, and went on the eumo day twenty-one 
miles farther, and reached Monocacy in good time. 
On the Ifith I preached at Frodcricktown, in a 
new church, which is not yet liniHlicd, standing 
behind a table upon wliich had been placed the 
holy covenant ecaU of Baptinm and the Lord's 
Supper. When I was preparing myftclf for tlio 
first prayer, and saw the tears of the ppiritually 
hungry souls roll down over their cheeks, my 
heart was singularly moved and enkindled with 
love, so that I fell upon my knees, in which the 
whole congregation followed me, and with much 
love and holy desire I commended the house and 
the congregation to the Triune God, and wrestled 

mountains, and farther up the Talloy than ho wai, and cniptivs 
into the Potomac at least twcntj-flvo or thirty miles lelour 
where he struclc that river. Tho " good house'' where he was 
refreshed, I talco to have been that of old father Wenncr, whoso 
descendants still live there, and own tho ferry which has cunio 
down to them from generation to generation. His distance 
from this point to Frederick answers better than it would 
from any other point on tho Potomac, or, than it would from 
any point on /'Qooso creek/' Letter from Lewis M. JJarbauf/h, 
A%3. — II. H 
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for a blessing from the Lord upon thenu After 
the serroon, I administered the Holy Supper to 
ninety-seven members, baptized several a^^ed per- 
iK>ns and cliildrcny married three betrothed coujile, 
and installed new elders and deacons — all of 
which was done with the greatcf^t propriety of 
deportment, deep reverence, mucli enlivening of 
hoartH, and to general edification. It is a great 
a(Ivantas:o to this coni^re^ation that thov have the 
host schoolmaster that I have met with in America.' 
IIo fiparcs neither labor nor yixiuA in iii>trncting 
the young and ci^lifying the congregation acconling 
to his ability, by means of Kinging, and reading 
the word of Ciod and printed tfermon.s on every 
Lonl's day. 

On the l<Jth, I administered the Holy Supper in 
Conewago, forty miles from this place, to fifty 
members. After travelling thirty miles farther, I 
came at the appointed time to Yorktown, on tho 
17th, where I found Brother Keigen We entered 
into a more particular conference with this congre- 
gation in regard to Mr. Lischy, and found to our 
joy that they begin to repose more confidence in 
him, and their aflection fiSr him begins again to 
come to life. "We ppoke, perhaps, about two hours 
with Mr. Lischy upon the mo«t ini^^ortant doc- 
trinal points ; and we could with a good conscienco 
an<l with gratitude to (iod, give the congregation 
the Htrongi'st assurance, that we discovered nothing 

[* Thin wan Mr. Schley, tho aricmtor of highly rofp^cUhle 
familic* of that name in Frederick — the grcat-i^mnd parent of 
tho wifo of Itev. Vr, Schaff of Mcrcersburie. — XI. II.] 
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erroneous in liinii but that wo wore, in all points, 
abundantly satinfiud; all of which awukenod in 
tho congregation, with a few exceptions, a IboHng 
of sincere delight. 

On the 18tl), I asked Mr. Lischy publicly to 
preach on the words, Matth. xxii. 14, which ho 
oWo did, in the strength of the Lord, without 
having had much time for preparation, to our 
perfect satisfaction and to general edification. 
This was tho first time that lie preached publicly 
in the church since the first diflicultics ; and, with 
the consent of tho congregation, we decided that 
he might continue with the preaching of the word, 
without, as yet, adniinisterliig the lioly covenant 
seals until farther directions in regard to him 
should be received from Holland. This done, we 
left them our hearty blessing, and went tho same 
evening, twenty-five miles, to Lancaster, much 
rejoiced at the result. 

Tlie 19th was Ascension Day, when, according 
to promise, I administered the Holy Supper to 205 
members. Having left this place, not without 
much blessing and deep emotions, I arrived snfely 
at Philadelphia on the 20th, after having travelled 
a distance of sixty-three miles, where, with my 
beloved wife, to whom I was united in holy mar- 
riage in October of the past year, I gave thanks 
unto God for tho grace which Jlo had bcHtowed 
upon me, and for His support and protection 
during so long and wearisome a journey. 



Skction IX. 
1748. 

Letter from lU?. Dorttlot— WhitfoniiJe in Qcrmantowa and 
PbiladolpbiA— Tisit to the churchei io New Jenej— Tuil 
to Donttiue — chttrcbet in Northampton CooDtj-^retam to 
Philadelphia— arrival of Iters. Bartholomaeai and Ilochreo- 
tiner — letters from Holland — visits the Interior with the 
newly-arrired ministers— LancaHtcr—WciieichcnUnd—Tul- 
pchockon — 01 jr — Falkner Schwam — Providence — return to 
IMiiladclphia — arrival of Uuv. John Philip Leidich and his 
family from Holland —letters^ visit from llcv. Bochm and 
an elder — second meeting of Synod and its acts-— close of the 
Synod -^I^ydich installed by Hoehm at Falkner Shwam— 
visit to the churches in New Jersey— return to Philadelfdiia 
— Scliltitter's forel>odin;;s — sudden and melancholy death of 
llev. H<;chreutiiier — his funeral sermon — llartliuloniaeus 
inntalled hy lloehm in Tulpehocken — two I»w Dutch stu- 
dents, Marinus and Du IIoh — L'Mchy's statement of his 
faith — call from K;;ypt and Heidelberg —-documents sent to 
Holland — close of the year 1748. 

On tl»c 21st of May, I received a letter from tlio 
conj^ro|^utioii of Kov, Dorstius^, in Xorlhanipton, 
in JScljaniony, * whieli tarncr^lly besought me for 
cotinsel and assistance. 

I* ** Nurthainpton in Schaineny." lly ** Schamony" we must 
evidently uiMhTMtatid S*'»hamiiuj, a stream and vall<>y in 
llueks (bounty. Nurtli.inipton County wa«f cut off from llueks 
later, in 17«VJ. lliirk** (*ounty b<*ing indefinite in its northern 
limits previous to thut time, the northern part of it was, no 
doubt, at that curly day, called Xorthampton ; then the ex- 
pression will mean that Mr. Schlatter went into the Northamp 
ton region to the valley of Ncshaminy. Northampton Couufy 
cannot be intended, for it did not then exist — H. H.] 

(171») 



180 LIFB AND LABORS OF BCULATTER. 

The 29th and 30th, being Whitsuntido, wo cele- 
brated the Lord's Supper in Gernmntown with 
Bixty-one and in Philadelphia with soventy-threo 
members. 

From the Cth till the 11th of June, I made a 
journey to the three congregations in Now Jersoyi 
lying between Philadelpliia and New York, which 
I now visited for the second time ; and when I had 
preached and administered the Holy Sacraments, 
OS in November of the previous year, I returned 
again to my clmrge after I had travelled, in all, 
140 miles. 

On the 23d, I went to Northampton upon the 
earnest solicitations of the congregation, and 
preached for the Dutch congn>gation of ^fr. Dors- 
tins, for the first time, as well us I could in their 
lan;;uagc. 'My eliorts to abate the strife existing 
between the minister and congregation were fruit- 
less; and, as Mr. Dorstius continues in his puqioso 
to go over to Holland, I promised to visit them 
once a month to preach for them in the week, and 
then returned to Philadelphia after a journey 
thither and back of thirty-two miles. 

On the 14th of July, a day which was memorable 
to me on account of diiicrent important events, I 
received from Itev. I)u Bois, of New York, the 
ogreeablo intelligence that two ministers, intended 
for the Pennsylvania churches, are on their journey 
hither, and that the Itcvcrciid Christian Kynods 
have received nafcly my reports sent over last year. 

Ill the beginning of the month of August, upon 
the earnest Holicitations of tho ehh^rs and deacons 
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of my Philaclclpliia cotifn^{r&tion«, I advanced 
them, ill tho way of loan, for tho piirpOKO of finish- 
ing their church, uixty pounds «r 40C Dutch jruil- 
dor8, out of tho moneys which I received from J. 
Reif. 

On tho 13th, tho two miniMterx Bent from IIoK « 
land, llov. Ihirtholomaeufl and Ilov. John Jacoh 
Ilochreutiner, nafcly arrivc<l, and were received hy 
mo with joyful ^mtitudo to God, and entertained 
at my house. Tiio lettorn which they brou'rht 
from tho l{cvcren<l Chri«itian Synods, from tho 
(Mirintian (MasHi.>4 of Amsterdam, and from tho 
Rcvcrcndrt Hutmachcr and Kulcnkatnp, were very 
encoura;;inic and rcfr«'.shin;^ to me, and I commu- 
ni<'atcd them to Mr. ISochm, when, on the 17th, 
I visited him in company with these two Itcvorcnd 
bri'thrcn. I conclii<Ied, with the aoquic.Hcenco of 
hifi Kcverence, before the be<^innin<; of our annual 
Synod, to make a journey with these two new 
co-laborer8 to several contjregations, in order to 
see which of tho destitute congregations desired 
their services and needed them most. 

First of all, then, to accomplish this work, I 
went first with Itev. Bartholomaeuj^, on the 2d of 
September to Lancaster, where his IJeverencc 
preached on the 4th, in the mornin<^, much to tho 
satisfaction of all, and I preached in the afternoon. 
On tho 5tli and Cth, wo went to \Veis4*ichenland, 
and from thence to Tulpehocken, where ho 
preached on tho 7th* From hero wo continued 
our journey to Oly, and ho preached on the 8th in 
Falkncr Hchwam, Hero it was necessary fi)r him. 
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weary from bis loop; journey^ already having 
travelled 188 miles, to remain awhile to rest him- 
self; stilly he promised, on the following Lord's 
day, to attend to my serviecs in Pbilndelphia and 
Gcrmantown, while I, on the same day, returned 
thirty-five miles to Philadelphia. 

On the 10th, I went again to Lancaster, whither 
Mr. Ilochreutiner had already gone on the 8th, 
having been requested by mo on the 10th to 
preach the preparatory sermon in that place, which 
also his Reverence did, much to the satisfaction 
and edification of the people. Afterwards, on the 
11th, he and I administered the Holy Supper to 
150 communicant^, whereupon, the brother, in the 
afternoon, preached the thanksgiving sermon to 
the great delight of the congregation. 

On the 12th, we went from thence to Tulpe- 
hocken, where, on the 13th, Mr. Ilochreutiner 
preached. On the same day, we went farther, to 
Oly, and liis Iteverence preached, on the 14tl), at 
Falkner Schwani, and remained there, as ho had 
been tired out, in order that ho might, after having 
reireshed himself, preach at Providence on the 
18th, while I, in the meantime, returned in good 
health to Philadelphia, having, in this journey, 
passed over 173 miles. 

On the 15th, to my exceedingly great joy, there 
came to my house, healthy and happy, Uev. John 
Philip Leidich, with his wife and two children, 
having been sent over by the Iteverend Christian 
Svnod of South Holland, which was assembled in 
this year at Briel, His Keverence showed me his 
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letters of appointment b» minister in these regions 
and handed over to mo the Icttera which the Rev- 
crend Christian Deputies of the Syno<l had in- 
trusted to him, which convinced me anew of the 
continued zeal and faithful care which the Chris- 
tian Synods manifest for the ijood of the Pennsyl- 
vania churches, and furnished me with resisons for 
howing my knees before God to present a heartfelt 
thank-oflering before Ilim. 

On the 19th, Rev. Boc>hm, with an elder from 
his congregation in Falkiicr Schwam, came to visit 
me, and bogged that Rev. Leidich might be ap- 
pointed as reguhir minister in the above-named 
place and in IVovidonee ; because his Reverence, 
on account of his advance<l age, is no more able 
to endure such wearisome journej's, as it is neces- 
sary to make, in order, properly, to serve this field. 
I promised Iiim to do the best in my power to 
provide for tlieir congregations. 

In the interval, before tlie beginning of our 
Synod, the three newly-arrived ministers preached 
at various times, as well in my own as in other 
congregations, much to the 8atii>faction and edifi- 
fication of the pe(t[>le. 

On the 29th, the Synod, consisting of six minis- 
ters and twelve elders, was favorably commenced 
and harmoniously continued with solemn prayer 
and thanksgiving to (Jod. 

On the ^Oth, the vocations or culls presented to 
me by the comuiis^ioned elders, were laid before 
the assembly and approved, and assigned severally 
to the three co-workers. Agreeably to these calls. 
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Rey. Hochreatiner was appointed to Lancaster; 
Rev. Bartholomaeus to Tulpebocken; and Rev. 
Leydich to the congregations of Falkner 8cbwam 
and Providence. Farthermore, Rev. Reigcr was 
appointed solemnly to instal the first, and Rev. 
Boehm the second and third, in their new congre- 
gations, after previous solemn representations of 
the duties devolving upon them, which these 
brethren also willingly took ui>on themselves to 
peribrm. All this was done not without much 
feeling and shedding of many burning tears, and 
with thanksgiving to God. 

The acts, as well of this, as also of the previous 
Synod, together with difterent other writings, Rev. 
Boehm, who was President of the Assembly, before 
the end of the year scut to the Reverend Christian 
Synods. 

On the 2d of October, in the presence of the 
brethren, I administered the Holy Supper here to 
140 members. 

On the 5th, in the afternoon, the Assembly was 
closed with thanksgiving and prayer, and the 
brethren returned with joy, each one to his post, 
after the Synod had yet given permission to Rev. 
Lischy, according to the request of the congrega- 
tion, to administer the Holy Supper, till farther 
directions should be received from the Reverend 
Christian Svnods. 

On the 9th, Rev. Leydich was installed by Rev. 
Boehm in Falkner Schwam. 

On the 10th, I travelled, forty miles, to Amwcll, 
preached there in the afternoon, and, on the morn- 
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iiig of the lltb, I went, nineteen miles farther, io 
Kockaway, and in the afternoon to Foxhill to hold 
preparatory service, in which last place I adminis- 
tered the Holy Supper on the 12th, and, after the 
thanlcFgiving sermon, returned to liockaway, ten 
miles from thence. Here, on the 13th, I adminis- 
tered the Lord's Supper, and, after the thanksgiv- 
ing pcrmon, on the Fame day I returned to Amwell, 
a distance of twenty miles. After I had adminis- 
tered the Lord*8 Supper in this congregation, and 
preached the thanksgiving sermon on the 14th, I 
went, the same afternoon, from thence, and, 
after having travelled forty miles, I arrived late in 
the evening in rhiladel[>hia. I returned safe and 
well, and yet I felt oppressed with an uncommon 
anxiety of heart without knowing whence it origi- 
nated. 

What it was that lay so heavily on my heart I 
ascertained as soon as I entered mv house. It was 
the unexpected, unfortunate accident, which, on 
that very morning, bcfcl my excellent brother 
llochreutiner in my house — an event which moved 
to sorrow so many congregations, and so deeply 
afflicted my own soul — by which he was deprived 
of his life just at the time when he was already 
prepared to start for Lancaster to enter upon his 
labors in that congregation. 

A gun which, when he was yet in the ship, he 
had loaded with a ball, which he now attempted 
to extract without having the necessary means to 
accomplish it, exploded in his hands, and pierced 
his bodv so that he lav dead in mv room when my 
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wife and inaid-servant came in to inform him that 
the elder with a horse was ready at the door to 
take him awuy ! The amazement and sorrow in 
the congregations, and especially in Lancaster* 
occasioned b}* this accident was so much the 
greater on account of the great love which all bore 
to him, and the expectations which his own con- 
gregation and others entertained •f the services of 
such an excellent servant of Jesus Christ. The 
many tears shed by hundreds of pcrrious who 
followed liis remains when thoy were consigned to 
the earth, tetstified to this. His written nernion, 
wliieh he hud intended to preach as his introductory 
in Laneaster, and which was found in his poeket, 
I hud printed, agreeably to the curneHt solicitations 
of many, and it has been sent to the Keverend 
Chrintiun Synods and alno to others.' 

On the lUth, the day on which Jtev. Itartludo- 
maeus was installed in Tulpehocken by Kev. Jioehm, 
I preached a funeral sermon on the early and 
melancholy death of Itev. Ilochreutiner, amid the 
streaming of many tears. 

On the 28th, two Low Dutch students, who 
studied in this country, named David Marinus and 
Jonathan Du Dois, inquired of me whether I would 
assist them in getting permission from the Keverend 
Christian Synod to present themselves for exami"" 
nation to our Synod. This they desired, that if 
they should receive a regular call in the church 
they might then, here in this country, be placed in 

[' Who will discover and bring to light tliis interesting 
relic? — II. II.] 
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a position to accept of it I promised to fulfil their 
wishes. 

On the 3d of November, I received the written 
confession of faith of Rev. J. Lischv, which I after* 
wards sent to Ilolland. On the 8th, I received a 
letter containing; a properly made out call for a 
mifiii^ter from the congregations called Egjpt and 
Heidelberg. They desire to have a permanent 
minister, and obligate themselves for forty-two 
poundii, or 280 Dutch guilderi*, as salary. 

On the ICtli of December, I placed in the hands 
of Mr. Moehm, because he was <^t that time, 
Vraeses Mininterii, many writings and copies, that 
the Hnmo might bo carefully sent to the Kcverend 
ChriHtian Synods ; and yet up to this time, I have 
not been able to hear either there nor here what 
has beeomo of those doeninent.x. Meanwhile, I am 
prepared to give all nee(le«l information in regard 
to their contents. 

On the 25th and 2Cth, I administered the Holy 
Supper in riiiladelphia and Germantown. Thus 
has this year been safely paissed, under the divine 
blessing, yet not without some bitter mingliugs of 
Borrow. 



SlOTIOK X. 

1749-1760. 

B^giDoIng of the jear 1740— JourDej bj w«j of Wilmlngtott 
to LancMter— Tteancj at Lnncaftcr— roturni— Itttera from 
MaguDcbj and Egjpt— calU from Virginia— ohurch vitlta* 
tloni— fifita ZelConrii'h — Lanciuiter— Tulpohoolcen to Rot, 
Bariholomaeus— YiRits Loydicli — luddon death of Kof. 
Bochm— >his funorat formon — visit to the ohurohoi in Now 
Jersey — fummcr labors — third Synod, at Laneaiter-- 
arrival of llov. Siciner — adjourned roeoting of Synod in 
Philadelphia — call to Stcinor from Lancaster — Ley dich — 
Stcincr's conduct toward Schlatter — Beginnin;; of 1750 — 
visit to New Jersey — church visitations — visits Witpen, 
Falkner Schwnm, Oly, Tulpchocken, Lancaster — fourth 
Synod — special Synod — Schlatter commissioned to visit 
Europe — sails — safe arrival. 

On the IStli of January, I went by way of Wil- 
mington to Lancaster, agreeably to tbo winbcs of 
the congregation there, to counnel with the Klders 
and JicaconH as to the way in which thiH congrega- 
tion now vacant miglit bcftt bo HUpplicJ, till a nioro 
fuvorablo opportunity to procure a regular jiaMtor 
might present itnclt'. In thitt journey, going and 
returning, I travelled 145 rnileH, 

On the 2nth and 'J7th, I administered the Lord'rt 
Hupper in (Jennantown with nincty-Hix, and in 
rhiladelpliia witli liiO nieniberH. 

On the 2i)(h, [ received lettern from Magunc^hy 
And Kgypt, with eurneMt HolieitationH that 1 might 
come over and vi^t thorn, and achninir^ter to them 

(IhH) 
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tho Holy Sapper. On ttiis occasion, Rcr. Boehin, 
ot my rcqucHt, took it ui»on himself to attend to 
the wants of these remote congrc*gations. 

On the 80th, various letters came to hand from 
diilerent congregations, of like import; also, a call 
from Virginia for a minister. 

From the tiUt till the 8th of April, I made visits 
to various parts of the country in the way of church 
vinitution, preaching and adininiMtering the Holy 
KacramcntH; and after travelling IIU miles, I 
returned well an<l happy to my home. 

On tho tilth, I travelled '*(> miles to the congre- 
gallon Zeltenrieh, which was formerly scr%'cd hy 
Kev. Ueigcr. On the 2<Sth, I went twelve miles from 
thence to Lancaster, wrote down a lint of the names 
of tho memhern, and after I had preached, and 
administered tho Holy Supper to 207 menxherd, I 
left that place, and continued my journey to other 
congregations. 

On the l»t of May, I visited Kev, Ihirtholomaeus 
in Tulpehocken, a di^tance of twenty-eight miles; 
and hesought him at his convenience to go over 
and preach in Wciseichenland, at Modecrcek, 
Coealico and Zeltenrieh, which his Kevcrcnce also 
promised to do. 

On tho 2<l, I visited Itev. Leydich in Falkner 
Hi'hwam, a distance of forty-nine miles from th(*nce. 
]lis Ueveretieu had just tho day hefore returned 
homo from a visit to various congregations. On 
tho way, I hrard of tlu* umxpictiMl news of tho 
HUihlen death of J{ev. Itoehm, which occurred in 
tho house of his olde.4 son, after his Koverencc had 
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yet on tho previous day adminidterod tlio Holy 
Kuppor in tho Kp:}'pt congregation. ThuA our 
Bmall number of laborers in this great harvest was 
again made less by this stroke. I entreated Rev. 
Leydich in a friendly manner, in tho beginning of 
the month of August to visit Lancaster, Modecreek, 
and other places, to edify the congregations. 

I had intended, at this time, also to visit Rev. 
Weiss, but, on account of the death of Rev. Boehrn, 
it was necessary for me to cut short my journey 
and return to rhiladclphia, a distance of thirty- 
nine miles. 

On the 4th, I made copies of tho writings pre- 
viously placed in tho hands of Rev. Roehm, and 
sent them, by way of England, to the ]{everend 
Christian Synods and tho Reverend Cla.s.sis of 
Amsterdam. 

On the 7th, I preached at Germantown, not 
without deep emotion, a funeral sermon on tho 
death of Rev. Boehm, tho oldest of tho German * 
Reformed ministers in this country, who, during 
tho Fpaco of many years, had to serve various con- 
gregations, and whoso memory is cherished as 
blessed by many. 

On tho 13th and 14th, wo celebrated tho Holy 
Supi>cr in l*hiladelphia with 102 and in German- 
town with fifty-five communicants. 

From the 22d till the 27th, I again made tho 
usual journey to the congregations in the Raritans, 
or New Jersey ; and, after I had preached in each 
of them and administered tho Holy Sacraments, I 
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returned, ttronji^hetieil, to my post, having travelltdy 
in ffoinf^ and cominfTv 138 niilort. 

From tliiH tinio on to tlio month of September, 
nothing Bpociaily worthy of note transpired ; litill, 
I did not ppcnd my time uselessly, as I can show, 
from my Diary, to any one tvho may wish to 
inquire. 

As our annual Synod was this year to be held 
at Lancaster, I went thither on the 25th of Sep- 
tember. After tiio Kcverend Assembly had been 
opened on the 27th witli a well-arranged and edi- 
fying sermon by Itev. Leydich, the Kcverend 
lirotherhood learned with much joy that Kev. 
Steiner, sent in l)y the lievcrcnd Christian Dcpu- 
ticrt of tlio Synods, had arrived in good health, on 
the 25th, in Tliiladelphia. Wo resolved, on this 
account, for the present, to stop short our meeting 
of counsel, because wo did not know what kind of 
orders his Keverenco liad brought from Holland. 
Wo appointed, however, our approaching meeting 
to bo held on the 2Uth (»f October in my house in 
rhiladclphia. 

The congregation at Lancaster, earnestly en- 
treated, if it were possible, that this newly-arrived 
minister might be sent to them, and to this end 
they gave me authority to call him to bo their 
regular pastor and teaclier. 

When I returned to Philadelpliia on the 20th, I 
found liev. Steiner there, and welcomed him in 
the most friendly and fraternal manner. Al*ter the 
testimonials of his appointment by the Iteverend 
Cliristian Deputies of the Synods had been read 
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and found correct, I placed in the bands of his 
lieverence, on the Ist of October, a call from the 
congregation at Lancaster, who desired to have 
bim as their pastor, properly made out and signed. 

On the 20tli of October, Uov, Kciger opened our 
Hynod, again nHHetnbled, with an excellent, inntruc- 
tivo Hcnnon. Itev. Ihirllioloniaeus 8unt word by 
the elder of hirt church, that, on account of indiM- 
pOKition, he could not be prenent, prayed thereloro 
to bo excUKcd by the AKHonibty. AIho liav, Kleiner, 
at this time, was confined to bed by bickncsA, yet 
through an elder of my congregation ho ecnt in 
his testimonials. Tins Synod consisted of five 
ministers, besides the two Low Dutch students 
before referred to, and sixteen elders, all of which 
were provided with proper testimonials of authority. 
This Assembly ended on the 24th with hearty 
thaukiigivings to God for the brotherly love and 
unity of sentiment which reigned and ruled in it, 
and each one returned well pleased to his field of 
labor. That which was brought before this Synod 
and was acted upon may bo more fully seen in the 
minutes. 

On the IGth of November, with the approval of 
the wliole Brotherhood, I gave Rev. Leydich the 
sum of fifteen pounds, or 100 Dutch guilders, from 
the money which I received of J. Reif, because his 
congregations failed to make up the salary pro- 
mised him, and he complained that ho could not 
get along with what ho received. Tho further 
account of tho moneys of Mr. Reif I have laid 
before tho Reverend Deputies, and am prepared 
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•till farther paUicIy to present tbe same for oxami- 
nation. 

Many unpleasant and painful partienlars per- 
taining to my conj^TCffaiionSf which tranf^pireil in 
the reniainilcr of tliirf and during; the followiii;; 
yoar, throuf(li the interponition of Kcv. 8teiner« I 
will not brinf; out in thin printed statement. The 
matter \h known to the Kevorend Christian J>cpu- 
ties of the Synods, and, I douht not, they will ^nve 
the neceMHury itiiunnation in ri^^ard to it to your 
Keverond AH8embly. In the same manner, as I 
do not complain on account of wrong suliered, 
because, as a Christian, I have learned to forbear, 
so also do I desire no return or satisfaction, but 
only pray that the Kevereud Assembly may so 
arrange everything that peace and edification may 
bo advanced among us. 

These unpleasant circumstances, as they made 
it necessary for me to be near at hand and in my 
congregations, hindered me from making long 
journeys into the country to visit and edify the 
remote congregations. 

Nevertheless, in June, 17o0, I spent seven days 
in a journey to the congregations in the Itarituns 
in New Jersey, to comfort tGcm by the preaching 
of the word and tho administration of the Sacra- 
ments. 

In tho month of August, I made church visita- 
tions from tho 20th to tho 2oth, in order, once 
more, carefully to inquire into the condition of tho 
congregations in the country, so that I might bo 
able to give all necessary information in regard to 
17 
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them at the approaching Synod, and that I might, 
in a more satisfactory manner, inform the Reve- 
rend Christian Synods. After travelling 197 miles, 
I returned again to my home. 

In November, I felt myself constrained to under- 
take another journey, on account of letters which 
I liad received, as well from Rev. Bartholomaeus 
of Tulpehockcn — who entreated me to come over 
to him, inasmuch as his congregation desired to 
speak with mo about matters that pertain to its 
interests — as also from the very Reverend Ilud- 
macherofllolland,containing matters of importance. 
Accordingly, on the 1st, I travelled sixteen miles 
from here to Witpen, — a congregation which I 
am accustomed to visit once a month since the 
death of Rev. Roehm — where, on this visit, I 
administered the Holy Sujipcr to thirty-six members. 
After the thanksgiving sermon, I went twenty-three 
miles farther to Falkner Schwam to visit Rev. 
Leydich ; and, on the 2d, went with him to the 
Rev. Weiss, eight miles from thence. After wo 
had mutually concluded to hold our usual Synod 
at rhiladclphia on the lUth of this month, and 
Rev. Leydich had consented to preach in my place 
in my congregations on the next Lord's Dny, I 
continued on the same day yet forty-six miles 
farther to the so-called flying mountains in Oly,' 
which are so called on account of the multitude of 
wild Indian chickens^ which abound there. 



^ "Xacb den go gcnnntcn flicg^ndin Bergen in Oly/' — If. II.] 

' Prairie-heD8, which still abound in tlic western pruiries, and 

were abundant at an early day along the south Mo of the 



SCHLATTER'S APPEAL. 195 

On the 8d, I arrired at Tulpchockcn; having 
mado the joarney not without great danger, on 
account of the wintry weather and the overflowing 
of streams ; safely arrived, I gave thanks to God 
for Ilia kind protection and deliverance. 

On the 4th, I assisted Itev. Bartholomaeus in 
adnoinistering the Holy Supper, not without visible 
evidences of blessing. After I had spoken with 
the congregation on some matters, made all neces- 
sary arrangements, and received the promise from 
Kev. Bartholomaeus that he would be present at 
our meeting of Synod at the appointed time, if 
his {irecarious state of health would at all admit 
of it, I loft for Lancaster, twenty-eight miles dis- 
tant. Here I ]»reache<l on the <ith, and invited 
Kev. lioiger to attend our Syno<l, which his Itever- 
ence also promised to do. As I yet j»reachcd at 
three other places, and travelled a distance of 
ninety-two miles, I did not reach Philadelphia 
before the 10th. I liad not the op[»ortunity, on 
this journey, of speaking with Mr. Lischy, because 
lie, at my solicitation, has gone to visit the congre- 
gations in Virginia. 

On the Kith, our Christian Synod was opened in 
the usual way. I am [irepared to present to the 
Kevcrend Christian Svnods an account, so far as it 
is necessary, of the proceedings of this assembly. 

On the loth of December, there was an extra- 
ordinary Synod held at rhiladclphia, in which it 

Blue mountains. Sec Life of Iter. Stoj in the author'^ "Ltret 
of the Fathers of the German Iteformed Church in £aro|>e and 
America." — 11. II.] 
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was ananimously resolved, that inasmuch as many 
of the letters and writings which we had sent over 
had been lost, and we were getting ever more and 
more into embarrassment, I should be sent over to 
Holland, by speaking and writing, to lay before 
the Keverend Christian Synods the condition of 
the Church in Pennsylvania, and humbly and 
impressively to implore effectual help and support. 
Three of our ministerial brethren engaged to take 
each his turn in attending to my duties in Phila- 
delphia during my absence, to the host of their 
ability, without rcsj»cct to the trouble of travelling 
so great a distance. 

After I had been provided with the necessary 
instructions and other writings, and on the 25th 
of December had administered the Holy Commu- 
nion to 101) members in l^hiladclphia, and in all 
other respects as far as possible made the iicccssary 
arrangements, having commended myself to the 
Fatherly protection of that God, whose help and 
deliverance I had often experienced, I went on 
board the ship at New Castle on the 5th of 
February. On the 11th of March, we entered the 
Port of Dartmouth. From there, I continued my 
journey by land, arrived on the 13th at Exeter, 
and on the 15th at Bristol ; and on the 22d, by the 
grace of God, I arrived in good health in London, 
after a journey by land of 2U0 miles. I left London 
on the 31st, and on the 12th of April, arrived 
safely at Helvoetsluys, thanking (iod with heart 
and lips, who had led me and brought me thus fur^ 
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praying fonrontly that ho woald prosper my labors 
in this favored land, and grant that the destitute 
and needy congregations in Pennsylvania might 
find favor and mercy in the presence of the Rev- 
erend Christian Synods. 

From that time on, till nou% I have had tlio 
fortune in various eonferenccrf, as well with the 
]{evcreiid Deputies of both Synods as with the 
Kcvercnd Deputies of the Classis of Amsterdam, 
to open the Buhject of my mission, and present 
my Testimonials and Documents for a careful 
examination, in full assurance that the Itevcrend 
Deputies will present minute and correct informa- 
tion to their constituents. In the meantime, I 
submit myself in all humility to the jud<^ment 
and counsel of the honorable church assembly. 



17* 



THS RELIQI0U8 DESTITUTIONS IN PENN8YLVANU ANP 

NEIQUBOEINQ PE0VINCE8. 



IIavino now prcsontcd a brief account of my 
labors in ibis country, in accordance with the com- 
mission intrusted to me, and also given some 
account of the state of things as I found them in 
the congregations, I beg permission still further to 
bring to the view of the Kevcrcnd Christian 
8} nods a brief representation of the true condition 
of Tennsylvania and the neighboring Provinces, 
and of the large Kcformed congregations which 
exi.st there mostly without pastors, hoping, in this 
way, to press my Imnible appeal for effectual help 
and support. 

rennit nie, first of all, to refer, in a few words^ 
to the country itself and its inhabitants. Pennsyl- 
vania, lying in the northern part of America, is a 
country of no small comiuiss. It lies in a healthy 
climate ; it is not merely inhabitable, but very 
much inhabited, not only by the ancient dwellers 
in the land, but also by thousands who have emi- 
grated thither from Europe and still arrive every 
year. It extends toward the North to the five 
largest inland seas known in the world, along the 
course of which it is not difficult to reach the cele- 
brated Mississippi river, down which one can sail 
to the Gulf of Mexico. 
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What concerns tho ancient raco of pagan inhabi- 
tants of this land, they arc in many respects 
diiTcrent from all other people in the other parts 
of tho worKL It is no part of my desi^c^i at present 
to inquire after and search out when, from whence, 
and how they came hither, as it is my puq>ose only 
to report what I have ficen of them with my own 
eyes. Their color is of a brown red, and may be 
likened to red copper. Their heads only are 
covered with long black hair lianging very etraight ; 
and they have a smooth chin without a beard. 
They have a language of their own, diflcrcnt from 
all other language?^, which some regard as an 
original fundamental language ; it is not iinpo.s>iblo 
to learn it, as there are some who have made them- 
selves acquainted with it. 

The Six Xationn, which stand in covenant with 
England, in various circumstances, give conclusive 
evidence that they do not lack in understanding 
and judgment; and by their cautious and consider- 
ate conduct show themselves to bo cunning and 
sharp-sighted : tli(*y are, therefore, not incapable of 
instructioii, and of being led from their present 
fearful idolatry to the true 8or\'ico of God, if only 
tho necessary means are brought to bear, and God 
should bo pleased to bless the eflbrt. They live 
with one another in quiet and peace^ and are after 
their own way upright, and hate nothing moro 
than lying and dishonesty. Of this, Count Zinzen- 
dorf, according to tho testimony of reliable wit* 
nesses, has had experience, nearly to the loss of 
his life. 
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In war thej are brave, unwearied, crafty, and 
revengeful ; bat when they lie at home, they are 
ftluggish, lazy, and verj^ careless; nevertheless, 
when they are made drunken, they are wild, noisy, 
and UDgovcmable. The women are modest, 
friendly, very submisHivo and obe<Iient to ttie men, 
nearly in a slavirih way. The men of some np^o^ 
and especially the very nged, are tlioir judjujos ; and 
the sayinjfs of these have nearly the force of law, 
since neither books nor writings are known among 
them. 

They arc a free nation, and very fond of their 
freedom ; and they would not readily suflcr them- 
selves to be brought under the yoke of servitude. 
To preserve their freedom unmolested, they have, 
from time to time, withdrawn themselves still 
farther back in proportion as the European settlers 
have taken possession of the land, that they 
might live alone and for themselves. They would 
rather give up their lands to the whites than to 
live in the midst of them, and run the risk of 
losing their freedom, which they regard as their 
most precious boon; scarcely also can a true 
aboriginal bo found who is a slave to a white 
stranger. 

Since the time when the English have taken 
possession of Pennsylvania, and the country has 
been peopled from various European nations, it has 
been divided into nine Cantons, there called 
Counties. The most important towns, as they 
have been built successively, are : j 

I 
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I 



1. Philadelphia, consisliDg at present of 2,800 

houses, mostly of stone. * 

2. New Castle, consisting at present of 240 I 
houses, mostly of stone, and lying from Philadel- 
phia diHtant forty miles. 

3. Cliestor, consiMting of 120 houses, lying ten 
miloM diHtunt from New Castle. 

4. (f ennantown, con*»i.sting of 250 houses, lying 
six miloH from ('liester. 

A. Lancaster, conHiHting of 500 houses, lying 
from iiernmiitown Kixty-tlireo milc.a. 

C. York, cunHisting of 1!>0 houses, lying from 
Lancaster twenty-three miles. 

7. licading, lately built, consisting of sixty houses, 
lying sixty miles from York. 

In the whole of ronnsylvania, according to 
ei>timation, there are 190,000 souls, in which tho 
pagan inhabitants are not included. Of these, it 
is estimated 90,000 are Germans; and of these 
about one-third, nameh-, upwards of 30,000, arc of 
the Keformed faith. These are t^cattcred through 
all the Cantons or Counties ; still the}' have more 
especially settled down in the Counties of Phila- 
delphia, Ducks, Lancaster, York, and Chester. 
They are all free and undisturbed in tho wor:?liip 
of (iod; and are safely protected under tho 
(Jovernment of the excellent Proi^rictorj', and tho 
Uovernor, and other IJulers, so that none of tho 
other various parties dare in an unrighteous manner 
dinturb their religious exercises, or injure them in 
their persons or rightful posscsrsion:?. Still, as those 
who are without shepherds and leaders in the scr 
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vico of Gody thoy cannot expect much help and 
comfort from thoAO who, in matters of religioni 
diifcr more or less from them. In conscquonco of 
this, many, unless they are willing to remain 
deprived of all legitimate exercises of the Reformed 
divine service for themselves and their children, 
and unless they are willing that their children shall 
grow up like wild sheep and heathen in a heathen 
land — many must go and seek pasture and food 
for their souls wherever they can find it, and receive 
it such as it is. Thus they frequently fall into tho 
hands of deceivers, who do not only sell them 
chaff for grain, hut even of such as will ruin their 
souls, and those of their innocent children, hy 
feeding them their sugared poison, unless God will 
graciously prevent it and protect them. Of this 
class, there are many among the German sectaries. 
In order that the Kevcrcnd Christian Synods, 
and all those to whom this present writing shall 
come, may he ahle to form a correct idea of tho 
condition of the congregations in Pennsylvania, I 
will merely mention in order the congregations 
which I there found and visited, and state how 
these are sensed hy ministers, or might he served 
in case they are united as I propose, even though 
many of these lie many miles ai>art, and could ho 
visited hy the minister only once in two weeks or 
once a month. I will also mention which of these 
are already provided with a minister, and which ones 
have hitherto not been so fortunate as to obtain 
one, while, meantime, they are longing and waiting 
for faithful guides and pastors with u mobt ardent 
desire. 
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1. Tho fimt cimrgo is Pliilailelphia and German* 
town. TliiH hag been uorve<l l>v nivsclf einco 1747. 

2. (loslienliojipen and (ircat Swamp, TIichc are 
Rorvcd since 1740 by Rev. George Michael AVeisa. 

3. The congregations of Falkner Schwani and 
Providence. Ileru Kev. John Philip Leidich is 
located since 1748. 

4. Skippachy "NVitpen, Indian Creek, and To- 
hicken. These are, as yet, w*ithont a minii^ter. 

5. Lancaster and Schafier's church. The first 
of these is still vacant, and the second is 6er\'ed by 
Rev. John Bartholomaeus Rioger, M. D. 

C. Yorktown, Kroutz Creek, Conewago, and 
Bermndian. In these Rev. Jacob Lischy is labor- 
ing with success since 1740. 

7. Tulpehocken. Here Rev. Dominicus Bar- 
tholomneus is hiboring in the holy 6er\'icc since 
1748. lie is most of tlie time sick. 

8. Woiseichcnhind, Modecreek, Cocalico, and 
Zeltcnrich. Those are looking out for a minister 
with burniniir desire. 

9. Donegal, Swatara, and Quitopehilla. These 
also implore earnestly for a minister. 

10. Tho charge in Northampton and Southamp- 
ton. Here Uev. l)u Bois, a Low Dutch Proponent^ 
preaches, meantime, in the way of 8U[>ply since 
1751. 

11. Great I^ehigh, Little Lehigh, Forks of Dela- 
ware, Saccony, and Springfield. These arc with- 
out a shepherd. 

12. Heidelberg, Kgyjit, and Jordan. These are 
without a regular minister. 
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13. Maganchy, AUemangel, Schmaltzgass, and 
Manatawny. These also long most ardently for a 
faithful guide. 

All these are congregations in Pennsylvania. 
To these must yet be added the congregations in 
Virginia, Maryland, and New Jersey. 

14. The charge in Virginia consists of Shenan- 
doah, Misanotti, South Branch, and New Ger- 
maiitown. These all have, for many years, had 
no regular minister. They are the most remote 
congregations, and languish from longing for 
spiritual food. 

15. The congregations in Maryland are Mono- 
caey and Conogochcague. Hero also there is great 
hunger for the word of Qod, and there is no one 
regularly to [»rovide it for them. 

Vj. The congregations in New Jersey aro 
Rockaway and Foxhill. These imploro earnestly 
that God may, at length, send forth a faithful 
laborer into this harvest. 

Thus there are here, in all, forty-six congrega- 
tions which I have visited ; and, besides these, 
thero are yet diiierent others in Oly and other 
places which are not included in this list. Thoso 
enumerated I have united into sixteen largo 
charges, which are, in themselves, very laborious. 
Among these, there are thirty-two which are, as 
yet, entirely destitute of the regular ministrations 
of the word and the 8acrament, and are only 
attended to when one of the few ministers in tlio 
country, by neglecting his own congregations, 
visits them once or twice a year by a tedious jour- 
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Dcy. Two congre^i^tions are supplied with the 
word only by a Proponent^ and only twelve are 
served by five regular ministeniy and these only 
successively at best once on each Lord's day, and 
difTerent ones barely once a month. 

What makes the condition of these congrega- 
tions the more deplorable and worthy of our sym* 
pathy, is that moHt of tliem are not even provided 
with a good schoolmaster. Few, even of such as 
are found i|ualiiicd, can be prevailed ui»on to labor 
in this work, because the poor pe<»ple are not able 
to contribute cnoni(h to enable a Kchoohna>tcr, 
who devotcM I/h wbole time to hi.n culling, to sup- 
port himself and family even with the greatest 
care and economy. Thufl, it is easy to see that 
children, deprived of all instruction, and having 
only a corrupt nature for tbeir guide, must grow 
up as wild Hhoots — yea, I will leave any, %vho 
heartily and in silence meditate on this matter, 
and who know the true value of immortal BOult<, 
to judge whether in this way, even such as are 
called Christians and bear the name of Iteformed, 
are not in danger of falling back and being cor* 
rupted into ^a new heathenism, and thus become 
like the original pagan aborigines of the countjy, 
if not even woroc. 

The heart of one, otherwise careless and insensi* 
ble, would break could he hear the pitiful lamen- 
tations and sec the burning tears — as I have oilen 
heard and seen till they pierced my verj* soul — of 
sucli as look at this evil in a deeper and more con* 
sidcrate way. Such, on the one hand, deplore 
18 
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thoir own oondition aa being in a land dry und 
droari wlicro tlioy find no panturcfl nor food for 
their own bouIa, since tlie fcweHt number are pro* 
videdwitb Bibles; and, on tlie otber band, tbey 
lament over tbo Rtill worse condition of busts of 
otbers wbo are witbout food, and, in consequence, 
become more careless and bardenod from time to 
time, because tliere is no one to reprove, exliort, 
convince, and arouse tbem from tboir sinful case— 
none to cry: What has ha[»pcncd unto you, yo 
slumbercrs ? Awake, ye that sleep ! Fly for your 
life ! But, most lamentuble of all, is the condition 
of tender children, who, without instruction or 
care, i^row up as for bell, and become a prey of 
8atan and his seducing apOHtlcs. Yet thene, 6hould 
their condition find sympathy with those who have 
it in their power to send the moans, mi|<ht, through 
the co-workings of Uod*s grace, be delivered from 
the snares of the devil, and set free. 

Through my pen this sighing of the needy, tliis 
cry for help from the destitute, pastorless congre- 
gations of Tennsylvania, comes to your curs, Kev- 
crend ChriKtian Fathers, who are now solemnly 
ossembled in this ecclcHiusticral Kynod. It comes 
to the curs of all who love Zion, and are grieved 
for the ufllietion of Joseph, wh4n;v4fr these pages 
may come b4>fore their eyc'S. The general cry of 
so umuy thousands whieh now sounds into your 
cars is not: (/ome over and bt^lp us; hut it is: 
Open your hearts in acts ot* love and heneilcenee,- 
in order that such may come over to us who are 
willing to coTuo but have not the means. Theitf 
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•rO| no doubti such as imk no gn^at help, no largo 
support ; provido, that suck nioy come over to go 
before us with the rod and stafl' of the word, and 
watch and care for our souls and the souls of our 
cliildren. 

Mctliinks you, Kcvcrcnd Kutliorsy will a^k me: 
Ity what menus and in wliat way may we help 
theHO poor and needy brethren ? I annwer, in their 
nanus You can help them by nending over able 
and pious miniHters and KchodlninKterH, g(K>d books, 
and addrcHHing earnest interccHHions to God for His 
grace and blcsHiiig. 

I hope you, Kevcrend Fathers, will not think 
that this rcfpiCKt is fur too great, and includes too 
much to bo realized ; that the woundn are too widely 
open to be healed. IVrmit me, venerable Fathers, 
liiitnbly to Htato that, although the condition of 
the retniHylvania churches i^ very deplonible, yet 
it in not beyond hope or the n*ach of help. It is 
within the jiowcr of the Chri.*stiati Synods in the 
blertHcd Netherlands and of some of its citizens, 
whom God ban richly blest with temporal goodie, 
if (iod hhall bo pleased to incline their hearts 
thereto, if not to restore all that is lost, yet, in a 
marked degrcf*, to build up and support what is in 
danger. 

J have already reported tliat the majority of the 
chargCH, as I have jiroposed to form thcTn, are able 
and willing to eontrihiiti* nearly «00 guihlrrH, 
and Homo Ktill more, to the Hti|»porl of a regular 
miniMter. In regard to the thr<*e charges outHido 
of i'enuHylvania, as they are able, each one, to 
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provide properly for the support of a minister, so 
they are also willing with great cheerfulness to do 
it. Meanwhile, the case is such in Pennsylvaniai 
that a minister, especially if he has a family, 
cannot get along with less than 430 guilders. 

The schoolmasters, in most places, cannot pos- 
sibly live on the income of their schools, and hence 
forsake the work to earn their bread by the labor 
of their hands. There are many poor families 
who have not the means to purchase Bibles and 
Catechisms for themselves and their children. 
Should the same liberality of the Church AHscni- 
blics of the Xetherlands, and citizens blest of Uod, 
which so mnny thousand others have already ex- 
perienced, be extended toward the churches of 
I'ennsylvania, so that annually something nliould 
be contributed toward their relief, the dcbired end 
would bo attained. 



AN EARNEST PLEA FOR RELIEF. 

I NEED not suggest to you, Iteverend Fathers, 
the means by which this could be accomplished. 
They are better known to you than to me. I only 
ask permission most humbly to lay at your feet my 
earnest petitions, which are also the hearty prayers 
of the shepherdless congregations in Pennsylvania, 
which call to you, Iteverend Fathers, for help and 
support. They are these : 

I. First, I mubt humbly ask that tho Pcnnsylva- 
nia churches may enjoy tho favor ol' being placed 
upon tho libt and among tho number of needy 
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cbarcbofl, that, no less than these, they may 
annually be supported and refreshed by the friendly 
gifts of these and other Keverend Christian Synods* 
If these iK>or congre^ntions, %vhose number is 
greater than that of any other needy churches, 
should bo so favored as to enjoy this desired ad- 
vantage, which I earnestly hope may bo done, 
then the aggregate of the collected gifts could be 
transferred to IMiilndelphia, and made over into 
the hands of Coctusi, and by them divided and 
a])plied to Huch points as have most pressing need. 
The Coctus would annually bo in duty bound 
gratefully to acknowledge the panic, and report to 
the Synods a particular account of the manner in 
which the moneys were applied, and, in all things 
submiH^^iveIy and rcHpcftfully to olwcn^e the direc- 
tions of the lieverend j\HHeniblies. 

If. In order that the whole weight and re^pon- 
sibilify of providing for these HuHering PennHylva- 
uia churches may not rc^t alone upon the shoulders 
of the Christian Synodical Asi^enibly, I would most 
submisHivcly suggest, whether it might not please 
the Iteverend Assembly to instruct the Reverend 
Deputies of the Synods to bring the needy condi- 
tion of these churches in a most touching and true 
manner before the Most Honorable Civil Authori- 
ties of this I'rovince, and to the attention of His 
Majesty, the Stadtholder of the United Provinces ; 
or, wherever further ib might bo proper, to see 
whether from this source aUo something might be 
obtained for these helpless ones — at least, earnestly 
to entreat that permission may bo granted, if not 
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to take up a public collection^ yet, at least, tliat 
citizens, whom God has blest with means, might 
be free, when the true state of thene churches may 
come before them, and God should incline their 
hcnrtii, out of their supcrfluons abundance, to 
boHtow of their gifts for the relief of thone needy, 
longing churches, who h>ng not after earthly good, 
but for pastoral, who may serve them in spiritual 
food. I do not ask that permission be granted 
me to collect in the respective towns, but, only 
that means may be devised to make known the 
wants of these congregations to benevolent men 
of means ; and that they be informed in what way 
they may place their free-will ofierings in safe 
bands. I beg most earnestly that of all such 
money, not even the smallest portion may be 
placed in my hands, or committed to my care and 
commission ; but that the sum which shall grow 
out of such free gifts, be it small or large, may be 
kept together and placed in the faithful hands of 
the Reverend Deputies of the Synods, that, with 
the consent of those who have a right to decide in 
the matter, not the capital itself, but only the fruits 
or interest, may bo applied to the relief of the 
needy. 

III. Still, not with money alone can the poor 
and needy people, sighing after the ministrations 
of the Word and Sacrament, be helped and re- 
deemed. Laborers are .wanting in this great 
harvest. The few that are here are scarcely able, 
much as they may be willing and anxious, even in 
rotation, to serve one-half of the congregations. 
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And tbif not without tho ffreaiet^t labor. It is not 
enough to send laborern thither who are not wanted 
in other places. "My I{evorend Kathem* if any- 
where^ then in PetinHylvania men are needed of 
tried piety, correct views and lovers of peace, such 
as are fully inclined to Hubniit themnelveH in all 
things to tho Churcli diMciplino and formular of 
unity of the Xctherlandii, as also to the Synod 
there, even as that is subject to these Keverend 
Christian Synods, to all of which they must 
solemnly bind themselves before they arc sent 
thither. Those that seek their own comfort, or 
serve principally for bread, will not find their 
proper place iu Pennsylvania. There men are 
needed iu the prime of their lives; inured to toil; 
that both love to labor and have strength for it ; 
and, with all this, must be patient and forbearing; 
to treat the weak with tenderness ; and show long 
Butiering and sympathy toward those who oppose 
thcinsolves, that they may win such and bring 
them into the right way. 

To find such, it appears to me — submitting, how- 
ever, to tho better judgment of your Keverences — 
it would be a good plan to send some one to the 
Palatinate, and to Switzerland, and to other places 
in Germany, not only to seek out such men as 
have everywhere a good testimony in regard to 
the purity of their views and correct deportment, 
but also to [^resent, iu an impressive manner, the 
needy condition of the churches iu Pennsylvania 
in those countries, especially in the Reformed 
Swiss Cantons, and to implore for aid. 
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Much as mj heart returns in ardent longings to 
my congregations and my beloved helpmeet, yet I 
have, in the fear of God, so entirely devoted myself 
to the service of the churches in Pennsylvania, 
that I could not and would not shrink from under- 
taking that journey should the Hevcrcnd Christian 
Synods think it uccesfiary and of service ; and, re- 
garding my humble self as suitable to the work, 
should place me in a situation to uiidcrtuke it, and 
furnish me with the necessary instructions and 
testimonials. I encourage myself with the hope- 
yea, I have the firmest confidence in God, who will 
not leave unheard and unanswered the hearty 
prayers of so many thousands that call to him 
without ceasing, for spiritual food — that such a 
journey would not bo without great blessing, and 
that, even though I should not bo able to return 
with an adequate number of Xazarines, who have 
given their souls to the service of God and His 
Church, yet the way might thus be opened, by 
which, from time to time, ministers might bo sent 
thither. 

These, Reverend Fathers ! are my humble views 
and sincere petitions, which, in the name of so 
many destitute congregations, which, for want of 
spiritual nourishment, languish and perish in a 
strange land, I, in the deepest humility, lay at your 
feet. I cannot prevail upon myself to believe that 
your Reverences, and the blessed inhabitants of 
the Netherlands, will shut their ears to the cry of 
so many needy, and close their hearts and hands 
against those who are not only their fellow-beings, 
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bat their brethren in the faith, among whom are 
many who are truly pious, who now, so to speak, 
already waver if not to destroy themselves, at least 
to yield themselves a prey to seducing spirits, if 
you should withdraw yourselves from them. 

My intercession is not for a handful of people, 
for one or another poor family, for a little flock 
that has fled from popery, but for more than 30,000 
of the Keformcd household of faith, living in the 
land of their pilicriinage, in a land that is large 
and wide spread, yea, fully twice as largo as the 
United Netherlands. They are not concerned for 
gifts of love to be ai)plied to the 6Up|K>rt of their 
lives and their temporal exijstence, — even though 
in this the want with many is great enough, — but 
such as shall be applied in the best possible manner, 
to procure means for the preser\'ation of their 
immortal spirits, and those of their tender pledges, 
their children. If this help is not extended, and 
hearts and hands are closed against them, they and 
tlieir children destitute of the means of grace, 
without the counsel of those who instruct, direct, 
exhort, edif}*, and comfort them, they must in time 
sink into pagan blindness and fearful ruin. liut 
should they be supported by your gifts of love, and 
provided with faithful teachers and pastors, they 
will, under God's eflcctual blessing, be brought to 
a sanctifying knowledge, and to the 8er\'ice and 
praise of the blessed God. Should not the well- 
being and deliverance of so many thousand souls, 
Keverend Fathers, appeal to your hearths? Should 
not they whom God has blessed, set apart some of 
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their temporal goods, in order that they may .end 
to the Lord, and contribute to the benefit and 
salvation of souls that have been created for 
immortality ! 

I plead for the few ministers who are now in ' 
this country, and for those who may yet bo able to 
come to their brethren and fellow-laborers, even 
though they are situated in a fruitful part of Qod's 
vineyard, upon this rich eminence. I trust that 
your brotherly hearts will be filled with inward 
sympathy for your fellow servants, who with their 
whole heart employ all the powers of their bodies 
and souls, that they may only be honored as instru- 
ments in the hand of Qod, to win souls and spread 
the kingdom of Jesus in the regions of the New 
World. They cheerfully set aside personal gain 
and advantage ; they seek not to heap up treasures, 
let not your brotherly love permit them to languish 
under their heavy labor, for want of fellow-laborers, 
nor be hindered by want of necessary support, and 
wear away under anxious cares for this bodily life, 
yea, be compelled to waste their precious time in 
digging and ploughing the fields which they desiro 
to spend in the vineyard of the Lord. 

I know the work of the holy oflico is everywhere 
a heavy work, demanding all our energies ; yet 
you, Keverend Fathers, will bo able easily to per- 
ceive that, in that land, the burden cannot press 
less heavily where the caro of so many helpless 
congregations fulls uj^on so few laborers, who, 
besides the labor of ministering itself, must often 
spend whole days and nights in travelling from 
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place to place, not in shiim or carriages, but either 
on foot or on borseback. 

I reject with di.'igust all ill-odorcd Bclf-praise ; and 
I cannot glory save in my infimuties; but if it may 
serve to the awakening of others who may be able 
to come to our aid, I will, in all lowliness, and to 
the praise of that God, who supported me, and 
gave me the will and the fiower to labor, say that 
from the year 1747 till the beginning of the year 
1751, I have travelled in this part of America, in 
the service of the lost sheep, to collect them to- 
gether, to bring them in order, and edify them, a 
dii^tance of more than 8,000 English miles — not 
reckoning my passage across the ocean — and this 
for the most part on my own horse, by day and by 
night, without respect to heat or cold, which is 
often alike severe in this country; }'ea, without 
avoiding danger, as not counting my life dear unto 
myself. What I have recorded in the preceding 
report, comprehends only part of my journeys. In 
my more extensive daily register,* my other travels 
are described. Amid all this travelling about, I 
preached Go5 times ; and through all these labors 
God has Hpured my health and strength, and has 
not Hufiered my desire and zeal to serve the 
churches to be extinguished, but rather to be 
increuHed. For when it was considered to bo of 
the greatest importance that a minister t^hould be 
sent over to make a representation of the state of 

'Where if this precious document? Was it burnt bjtho 
British soldiers, who rifled his house, and burnt his papers, io 
the IteTolutionarjr war 7 — II. II. 
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tbc86 churches to the Christian Synods of the 
Ncthoriancis, and this commiBsion was laid upon 
mo again, I could and would not rcfuso, that in 
this way also I might servo them and the congro- 
gations. 

I was willing, because it was judged to bo 
for the benefit of all the Pennsylvania churches, 
for a while to leave my worthy and much beloved 
Philadelphia charge, while three of my fellow- 
laborers, meantime, undertook to attend to it. I 
bid adieu to the most precious treasure which I 
possess in this world, my dearly beloved wife, at 
the same time in a condition of great delicacy and 
anxiety, committing her to the care of our heavenly 
Father, and have denied myself of that joy, which 
in other circumstances, it would seem iinposKiblo 
to do. Yes, my person and my life, I have again 
exposed to those perils, out of which God, by his 
%vonderful hand delivered me in my first voyngo 
thither. 

No temporal advantage moved mo to \\m; for 
none of all those congregations provided for my 
faro and expenses. Thus far, God has. sustained 
mo in a way which calls for praiso to His name. 
The strong reasons that urged mo on to como 
hither, were the disinterested love I bear to these 
congregations, the deep sympathy I feel for them, 
yea, the strong hope which I have, that Ood will 
ariie and have mercy upon Zion in Pennsylvaniai 
because I clearly seo that the time to favor Jury yea^ 
the id timCf i$ come^ seeing that now, mora than 
over, the servants of God take jtleaeure in hvr etomn^ 
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and faw^r the du$t thereof! This Las induced me 

to como hitlior, and iniiilorinjjly to ask help from 

tbo Kovorcnd Fathers, and from all who pray for I 

tho |K*aeo of Jerusalem. 

Excuse roe, Itoverend Fathers and Brethren! j 

that I have sjiokcn so much of myself and of my 
doings. It has not been done, believe me, in I 

order that I might boast; but by such a public 
representation of the labors of your own brethren, 
still more to influence your brotherly hearts in 
fraternal love, and 8ympathetic mercy, atid to 
awaken you, Kevcrend FutherK, in the moi^t friendly 
manner, according to your ability, to vouic to the 
assiHtttiico of your fellow-laborers and to cauHO 
that such as can help them, shoulder to shoulder, 
to bear tho great weight under which they munt 
otherwise sink, may soon bo sent to them. 

It is not only tho more aged, as well leaders as 
congregations, that call for help and support ; but 
also many thousand innocent children and youth, 
who, with stammering lips, through my pen, cry 
to you, venerable Fathers, and to all who know 
what precious pledges children are! They cry: 
have compassion upon our tender^ but undyiwj spirits^ 
that they become not a prey of Satan ! I beg you, 
Kcverend Fathers, and all who arc ble.-sed with 
children, only let this matter for a short time be 
made the subject of your quiet meditation. Think 
of how much importance to the church of Go<l is 
tho propi'r nurture of children. Think how neces- 
sary it is that these are not only taken up in their 
tender infancy into covenant with tlto covenant 
1!> 
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Ood ; but that fllno from youth tip, they bo instructed 
in tho fir0t principles ofrolipfiont m^conlin^ to ttioir 
onpacitie^ in order tluiti when they nro old, they 
may not depart froai thcni. BlcHHcd are tlioAO chil- 
dren that have parents, who, in the absence of schools, 
have qualification, desire, and time themselves to 
train their tender offspring. But how few there 
are w*ith whom all this is found ; and what a host 
of parents there is, who have no dcKire for it, 
neither are in circumstances to attend to it. There 
are also others who, though they are in a condition 
to do it, and have also a desire for it, cannot com- 
mand the necessary time; because, from early 
morning to late evening, their hands are busy in 
laboring for tho meat which perishcth, and this 
th(*y must do to necuro bread for themselves and 
their children. If there are no hcIiooIh, ]>rovi(led 
with qualified Kchool-maKterH, of which there arc 
here alniost none, or very few, will not the children 
who are not itiHtructed in reading and writing, in 
two or at least in three generations, become like 
the pagan aborigines, that neither book nor writing 
will be found among thent ? Yea, if the children 
aro not instructed in the principles of divine 
worship, according to their capacity, will not their 
external devotional exercises, if any shall yet 
remain among them, degenerate into superstition, 
and w*ill they not, in time, corrupted into an entire 
neglect of God*s service, in this respect also becomo 
like tho blind heathen among whom they dwell ? 
yea, worse will they become than the open despisers 
and mockers of God and divine service, of which, 
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nlat ! painful bcifinnin^ arc iilrcady accn* O Il<«v- 
onmd KttthcrM ! and all yo who know timt cirihlron 
Imvo ifnniortal NoiiUy let your IhiwcIn of tnorcy bo 
moved toward tlicHo innocents! Your tender 
gilllii of love ninyy under tlio bleHHin^^ of G(h], 1>o 
tlio nioanK of ctttabliHliin;^ nchoolrt, and of procuring 
Buitablo tcuebcrH, ko that tho tender youth may bo 
infttruetcd in uneful knowlcd^c^, and led to the fear 
and womhip of God, and so pre^en^ed in body and 
B0u1| unto life eternal. 



AN APPKAL IN DRIIALF OF THE INDIANS. 

Let mo be permitted to bring another matter 
befi»ro you, Reverend Fathen^, and bi'forc all who 
heartily deHiro tho H|»reiid of tho kingdom of Jej^Uf*. 
It in tho eonditon of blind heathenism in thin part 
of tho worldt There \h not tho leaf*t evidenec by 
which it may bo xhown that tho (lo^^pel of tho 
blcHHed (iI(m1 ban ever been preaehcd to thoMO 
children of paganinm, tho original inhabitants of 
thin part of America, till about nix years ago, when 
tho Itevcrend and dear heathen teacher, David 
JJrainard — of whom I will hereafter f«p<ak — also 
mado a vinit to iVrinnvlvania, in onhT to convert 
them to (Jhrintianity. Thin aeems the more de- 
plorable when wo couHider that they of their own 
free will, drew back and thKcw open their posses- 
sions to tho Euro[»ean strangers, the Chri&'tian^, 
who from time to timo came into their countrv, 
and took up the same; so that even now, they 
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tarrjr in large nambera on the frontiers of Ponnsyl- 
vania, and do not only cause no trouble to the 
Christians who do them no evil, but treat them in 
a modest and friendly manner whenever they vinit 
the Indians, or the Indians them. 

Is it not meet and ri/(ht that when wo Christians 
have reaped their temporal K^)od, we should sow 
for them the spiritual If Have they not the same 
Creator? Are they not descended from the same 
blood 7 Have tliey not, as well as we, a reasonahlo 
soul created for immortality? Ifad they only the 
same means of grace, did the li^ijht of the Gospel 
stream upon them as upon us, who knows whether 
they would not far excel many who bear the name 
of Christ in knowledge, piety, and the honor of 
God ? 

In proof of this, we may mention the blessed 
and very astonishing beginning and progress of 
the conversion of the Indians in the neighboring 
I*rovince of New Jersey, only about lirty miles 
from IMiiladelphia, which has been wrought by the 
Kev. David Drainard — who has been sent thither 
as missionary, by the noble society de propaganda 
cognitiono Christi, of Kdinburg, in Scotland — who 
with the very notable co-working of the divine 
S[)irit, has, in a short time, from 1745 to 1740, 
baptized seventy-seven Indians, after the majority 
of them had not only made a respectable confession 
of the Christian faith in their own language, but 
gave reliable evidence of their true conversion to 
God. According to the testimony of this devoted 
man, they gave him clearly to understand, and also 
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brought the same to light in their walk, that after 
the Lord Lad given them grace to see their miserr, 
and to lay hold of the Kedeemer, they were recon- 
ciled to OiH]f and enjoyed ah.mirance of their i*:alva- 
tion through Jcmuh Cliririt. Yet it has {ileaj'od the 
MohI Iligliy more than four yearn ago, to transfer 
tliU ex(:(*ll(*iit man to hin eternal roHt. Kven before 
liirt death, tho nuniher of eonvert<'d Indiann grew 
to lUOf to whom the brother of the ^^ainted man, 
the Kev, John J#raiiiard, now mini.*)ter;<, and carries 
forward witli ble8.«iing thi.s great mi-s.-ionary work. 
Further reliable information in regard to this 
praise-worthy work of conversion may be found in 
the 3d and 4th l*art of Dr. Senior John Thilip 
Fresini'fl Pastoral Sammlungen, which are publi&hed 
in Frankfurt. 

The Btill unconverted heathen are sunken into 
a deep blindnesf^, as in an Egyptian night of 
ignorance, bo that they do not know their own 
need. Yea, they are even still more and more 
blinded and hardened by the {irince of darkness 
and hU inHtrumentalities. Around us hhines the 
light of truth; and by the free disj^onFation of 
Uod's grace, we are placed in a situation to 8ec 
tho danger in which their immortal souls remain. 
Should we not, therefore, be moved with the 
deepest concern on account of their condition, and 
regard it as our highest privilege, to be counted 
worthy to become a means in the hands of God, 
to open tho eyes, if not of all, at least c»f some of 
them, should there even be at first only few, that 
they might turn from darkness to light, and from 
ID* 
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the power of Satan unto God, that they may 
receive the forgiveness of sins, and inheritance 
among them, which are sanctified by faith that is 
in Christ Jcsas. 

Allow me, Beverend Fathers in Christ, and 
beloved fellow Christians ! to speak in behalf of 
the poor blind heathen who cannot do it themselves, 
and who do not even desire to do it, so long as 
they know not their own wretched condition. 
They have not requested me to plead for them, to 
ask anything in their behalf; but the deep sym- 
patliy which I feel toward them, and a desire for 
the salvation of their own souls, and the souls of 
their children, constrains me, and makes it my 
duty to entreat for them. 

They live in the borders of our land; they are 
our nearest neiglibors — ^since we live not only witli 
them but in their own land. As wo already have 
our homes in the country, it is not necessary for 
us to make great and wearisome journeys over 
seas and over land, which those at Itonie do not 
refuse to undertake in order to make proselytes. 
Should we feel less willing to labor for the substan- 
tial well-being and f^piritual deliverance of our 
nearest neighbors, who show themselves gentle, 
modest, and friendly toward us, and who have no 
lack of rational understanding and judgment? 

What could not hitherto be done on account of 
the few ministers in the land, which are not sufii- 
cient, by far, to supply the Iteformed ChriHtian 
congregations, might be done now, if, through your 
gifts of love, more laborers would be sent out into 
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the hairest Their language can be mastered, of 
i¥hich there are actual examples in our neighbor* 
hood ; and when, in this way, an entrance to them 
is cflcctcdi they would, when brought over to us, 
also learn our language. 

In the previous century, more than one hundred 
years ago, the Reverend and niuch-dcser\'ing ser- 
vant of God, Kev. John Eliot, and, after him. Rev. 
John Cotton, ministers of two English congrega- 
tions in Xew England, not far from Boston, the 
ilrcit in Itoxbury, and the other in IMymouth, began 
to learn the Indian language and to convert the 
Indians residing there. Kev. Eliot got so far, that 
bo translated into their language a Grammar, 
"l*ractice of Tiety," a Catechism, and even a 
Bible, which books were printed at the college at 
Cambridge, near Boston, in Xcw England, lie 
also saw so much blessing and fruit from his great 
labors and pains, that, by the help of God, before 
the end of his life, when he was upwards of ninety 
years ohl, he enjoyed the great pleasure of Feeing 
four English ministers preach to four regular con- 
gregations of conveiled Indians in that Province. 
Ho also saw twenty-four Indians, aller proper 
instruction and profession of the faith, ordained by 
Eliot and Cotton, by laying on of hands as minis- 
ters of the word, in twenty-four diiierent places of 
assembly, proclaim as public teachers the name of 
Jesus, and preach to their heathen brethren, in the 
Indian language, the Gospel of Christ Thus, it 
is evident that it is possible to learn the Indian 
language ; yet it is diflicult for Europeans to pro- 
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nounce it correctly, since many of their words are 
extraordinarily long. As, for example, noowo- 
xnantammovongkanbunoaflh, means nothing more 
than " our love ;*' and would wo say " our qucs- 
tion," the word must not bo shorter than natoor- 
tummootiteangannunnonash. Still, all such diflicuU 
tics can, in time, by industry and God*s grace, bo 
overcome. For further information on this point, 
the life of Rev. Kliot may bo read, which has been 
included by Abbot Stcinmetz in his '^Theologiso 
pract.," part xviii, et scq. 

A little of this world's goods, contributed from 
the overplus of such as God has richly blest, might 
result in a great harvest of souls, gathered from 
this heathen blindness, and brought to the blessed 
light of the Gospel by the mighty co-workings of 
the Spirit of God. From us who are counted 
worthy to stand in the service of the blessed God 
the Lord demands more than a bare wish and a 
sigh, by which so many are accustomed to show 
their sympathy with the needy, over which we aro 
called to mourn. On us lies the great duty, ^'Let 
us not love in word, neither in tongue, but in deed 
and in truth." To show charity in deeds toward 
the poor, especially for the good of their souls, is 
the way to labor truly for their help and deliver- 
ance. 



CONCLUDING WORDS. 



T1110, ItoTcrcnd Fathers and Brethron, and all 
my beloved fellow-cIiriHtians, is tlie most haniblo 
petition, wliicliy in tlie name of the Pennsylvania 
eon;;regationsy I lay down in your presence, ear* 
ncstly imploring; you to east a favorable eye ui»ou 
it, and to weigh the matter and lay it to Iicart in 
the fear of Uod and in the spirit of inward mercy. 

The matter is great and important, and the hope 
inspired in me, through the zeal t^hown by tlio 
Keverend Fathers in carrvini» forward the interests 
of the Church, and by what I know of the kind 
liberalitv of the favored in the land, is not less 
great. May Ciod himself move the hearts of the 
Iteverend Fathers, and of all who have the moans 
in their hands, to help the needy, to form such 
resohitions and show such signs of love as may 
redound to the honor and glory of God, to tiic 
refreshment and delivcranco of the congregations 
in I'ennsylvania, and to the perpetual honor of 
the Church of the Xetherlamls. 

My praytTH, and those of the ministers and 
ntiMiihcrs in IVnnsylvania, will ever be for the peace 
of •lerusalem in the Netherlands. There may God 
cohfirm the foun<lations of his kingilom. The 
Lonl make the Chunh of the Netherlands an 
abiding refuge and a safe pavilion for the (>|•pre^^id 
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and snffcring, so that it may ever refresh and help 
others without itself ever ncedinj? refreshment and 
support from without! May lie set Zion in the 
^^^etherlands for a praise in the earth till the end 
of days ! Such is the desire and prayer, Keverend 
Fathers, and all charitable Christians, of 
your most humble, most obedient 
servant and brother, 

MiciiAKL Schlatter, 

lUr. Min. in riiilaUelpbla. 
Aimienlamf June 25M, 1751, 
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htatement and appeal. 

Herb is presented the report and opinion of a 

Committee of Synod, appointed in August, 1751, 

at Edam, by the Reverend Christian Synod of 

North Holland, after I had been permitted to 
present before Synod a verbal statement, and 

humbly to solicit counsel and aid from the venera- 
ble Fathers for the Brethren of the faith in Penn- 
sylvania; which opinion was also before the close 
of the Synod, passed as a Synodical resolution, 
and entered upon the liccords. 

The Committee appointed to examine the afl'airs 
of the Keformed Church in Pennsylvania, has 
carefully and with all diligence cxarnined the 
written instruments, documents, and writings, 
handed over by Itev. Schlatter, and have also still 
farther verbally conferred with him, and have 
found : 
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V. Schlatter has rendered fall «atis- 

pfard to tlio commission wbicb Ije 

both Synods in the year YHQ. 

is Itovorcnce deserves our greatest 

ost hearty thanks for his zeal and \\ 

II the wearisome and nearly impossi- • 

and labors which lie performcdy in 

eon;[jro;;:ation», in the proaching of 

ry MiThions, and in the other care \ 

liuilding and promoting the well-being ; 

C'H. 

•V. S<lihitter ha« boon commissioned ' 

in rfhUHvlvania to make a report (»f 
le eh(ir<'li(*H there to both tlio Syno<U 
North llolhind; and to i^olieit from * 

I as from the other Synods of the • 

iind wherever else it mii^ht be neces- \ 

help and support, in order that forty* t 

gregations might bo adeqnately pro- 
linister.'^, schoolmasters and books, \ 

[ibout 30,000 Iteformed members are . 

region. I 

sides the present schoolmasters, and 
o Low Dutch candidates and Templc- 
ix learned, devoted, and sound minis- 
d; and that there is needed for thoir 
rt from us 2000 ilorins, seeing that in 
of con;^re;^ations a schoohnastcr is 

ttec judges it to be necessary : ; 

tinsylvania be placed npon the list of 
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ft. That it 18 ncccflsary that Rov. Schtattor him- 
Bolf should visit Qcrmany and Switzerland, pro- 
vided hy tho Uoverend Deputies utriuRquo Bynodi, 
with necessary testimonial letters, and travelling 
money, that ho may seek out fivo or six ablo 
ministers, and bring them before tho Kevercnd 
Deputies, that they, after first examining them, 
may send them into the service of the churches of 
Pennsylvania. 

c. That it is thought important, in order to 
succeed in collecting tho necessary sum of money 
for the support of the ministers aiid schoolmasters: 

1. That the Reverend Deputies nsk pormission 
of His Kx'ccllcnt Majesty, to hold collectiouH for 
this purpose ; and that, at the same time, in order 
to reach tlic end, thoy should also huntbly solicit 
tho important help of his KxcelUnt Highness, and 
not less his Nobility, the Senatorial Pensioner. 

2. That tho collected sum of money should bo 
put to interest in our IVovince, under tho super- 
vinion of tho Reverend Deputies, who shall annu- 
ally send tho interest to Pennsylvania, of which an 
annual report sliall bo sent back, stating in what 
way, and to whom the money sent was distributed 
and applied; of which olso tho Reverend Depu- 
ties shall annually nuiko report to tho Christian 
Synculs. 

3. Reforo tho collections are taken, tho niiniKters 
ought to preach a suitable sertnon, or addrens an 
earnest exhortation to tho congregations hero, in 
order to move them to liberality. Tho little book 
published by Rev. Schlatter, might also bo rccom- 
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fiictidcd to tho congrof^ationfs that they may read, 
and eon«ider itn eontciitu in the fear of God. 

4. Tbero ought to he a list made of tho money 
contrihuted hy eacli town or villuice ; so that wlien 
tho churches in Pennsylvania Hlmll no more need 
our help, or make theninelves unworthy of it, each 
I»articular town or village may receive hack what 
they gave, to apply it as each one may judge best. 

5. Our corrosponding secretaries mu:»t also, in 
the most earnest and impressive manner, in the 
name of our two Synods, entreat the Sj-noda corre- 
sponding with U9, strongly to aid the I'ennsj-lvania 
congregations; and also the Ilonorahle civil authori* 
tics of the corresponding Synods. 

ti. On his return, the Itcv. Schlatter ought to 
call upon the lion. Thomas Tenn, worthy Pro- 
prietor of Pennsylvania, and in the name of both 
Synods, solicit his aid and i>rotection. 

Farther, the Committee is of oiiinion: 

1. That Mr. Lischy ought to bo confirmed in tho 
ministry ; and so also, after previous examination, 
the two Low Dutch students, David Marinus, and 
Jonathan Du ]5ois. 

2. That old father Tcmpleman ought to be 
ordained ; but the manner in which, shall be lefl 
to the judgment of the Itcverend Deputies of l)oth 
Synods. 

i). That honorable testmionialH should bo given 
to J'astor Schlatter. 

In conclusion, it is the judgment of tho com- 
mittee, that tho ]{everend Classis of Amsterdnni 

deserves tho thanks of the Synod for the great and 
20 
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manifold care and service already bestowed ui)on 
the eongregations of l^enosylvania, and should be 
aiicctionatelj entreated to continue in this Chris- 
tian work. 

Agreeably to the foregoing Resolution, provided 
with the following Testimonial, I travelled, in the 
name of God, into Germany and Switzerland. 

TESTIMONIAL. 

The bearer of this letter is the Reverend Michael 
Schlatter, by birth a Swiss, and for some time 
pastor in his native city, St. Gull. Hearing of the 
lack of ministers in Pennsylvania, and being 
inclined to labor in a foreit^n field, he was sent, an. 
174G, by tlio Synods of Holland to the American 
provineo of Pennsylvania, in order to gather the 
Kctbrmed sheep, K*attcred there, into churehcs; 
to persuade them to give a certain amount yearly 
to the ministers sent thither; to form an annual 
Cijctui of the existing pastors and elders, for the 
ovei*bight of the churches and the transmission of 
reports to our Synods ; and, afterward, to preach, 
as the other pastors, in such congregations as 
might call him — all of which he performed faith- 
fully, according to the wish of the Synods. 

But when communication with us was inter- 
rupted by war and other causes, and our Synods 
could not aid these churches in proportion to their 
necessities and prayers, Kev, Schlatter was deputed 
by th0 pa'tU9 of Jieforined pastors and elders in 
Pennsylvania to make known, in their name, and 
proye, by reliable documents, to our Synoils ^nil 
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tbo Classis of Amsterdam, that the harvest there 
was great (the Keformed numbering about 30«000 
souls,) and the laborers few (there being, as yet, 
only six ministers) ; that the need of schoolmasters 
was still greater; and that, whilst some among the 
churches there (they comprise forty-six small con- 
gregations, combined in a pastoral miniiterium^) 
were prepared to give a certain yearly salary to 
their missionaries, the larger nunilier were, as yet, 
too weak to raise a suflieient sum, and he there- 
fore humbly implored us, in their name, to look 
out for them five or six suitable pastors, and make 
ui> the remainder of their support, for a few year**, 
from a charitable fund to be created by us for that 
purpose. 

The i^ynods of North and South Holland, moved 
by Christian love and conipaf^^iion for so many 
thousand souls, lent a favorable ear to his petitiout 
ordered their deputies to look after such a charita- 
ble fund, and appointed Kev. Schlatter himself to 
go into Germany and Switzerland, and, having 
sought out, for the Pennsylvania vineyard, candi- 
dates who are orthodox, pious, learned, of an 
humble disposition, and sound in body, to bring 
them to the Hague, there to be examined tho- 
roughly by the deputies of the Synod as to their 
knowledge <»f theology and of the Greek and 
Hebrew languages, and, being found qualilied, to 
bo ordained, furnished with an outfit, and then 
sent forth into the harvest. 

Wherefore, the deputies of these Synods bestirred 
themselves as soon as possible, and created the 
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aforenamed charitable fund throngh the Christian 
liberality of the Iteformed churches within their 
bounds, and now send Rev. Schlatter, author* 
ized by these credential {no called,) into Germany 
and Switzerland, that he may there (having iirHt 
consulted with men of learning and experience, 
who love orthodoxy and piety,) sock out, for the 
Pennsylvania mission, five or six candidates as 
ministers of the Gospel, who are orthodox, learned, 
pious, of an humble disposition, diligent, sound in 
body, and eagerly desirous after, not earthly, but 
heavenly treasures, especially the salvation of 
immortal souls, and oiler, in behalf of the Pennsyl« 
vania churches and the Synods of Holland, to 
every one who may be inclined to undertake this 
ministry : 1. An outfit from Germany or Switzer- 
land to Pennsylvania, as it regards the person, 
clothing, books, and other necessaries. 2. Besides 
perquisites (sic dicta Jura $toJoc^) a yearly salary of 
forty or fifty Bolgic florins, which, in Pennsylvania, 
(a very fertile province, where the cost of living is 
generally low,) is thought to be suflicient, but will, 
no doubt, be increased in congregations that thrive 
under the care of faithful pastors, as the exporience 
of the Lutherans has already shown. And if ho 
shall anywhere find such suitable candidates ready 
to go into the Pennsylvania vineyard on conditions 
like these, he shall report to the J)eputicH of the 
Synod, so that, after consultation, a time may bo 
fixed for their coming to the Hague, and a thorough 
examination as aforesaid may there be made. 
Since then, in Pennsylvania, so many thousand 
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of tho Kefomiod, descended from European 
ton, (destitute of the means of grace these many 
years, wandering there among so many wolves in 
sheep's cl(»thing, and exposed to such great perils,) 
cry out, through this letter, to every Candidate who 
loves CliriDt and immortal souIh, and to him par« 
tieularly, who stands in the market-place idle: 
Come over and help u$ I — we do not doubt but that 
God, through hi.s inctlUble mercy in Christ, will 
hind by tho IIolj' Spirit, as Lord of the harvest, 
the heart of this or that candidate to go of his own 
accord into Pennsylvania, to feed there the hungry 
sheep on the pastures of the pure Gospel and the 
sacraments ; and this the rather, because, if that 
most fertile and populous province of America 
shall, through the active ministty of faithful pastors, 
flourish in doctrine, piety, order, and peace, there 
will be hope, by the help of God, not only of kind- 
ling a torch among the neighboring heathen, who 
are kind-hearted and in no wise averse to the 
Christian name, but also of creating there, a very 
bccure and pleasant asylum for the persecuted 
lieformcd in European countries. 

May the kind favor of the triune Go<l accompany 
Itcv. »Schlatter in his work and labor of love, and 
crown it with success, to the eternal glory of his 
name and the salvation of many souls! 

AV^ith ihcrfo words, men and brethren highly 
esteemed in the Lonl, we bid you farewell, and 
trust that you will aid in supplying this deficiency 
of suitable ministers in Tennsylvania, or, if you 
can, 8upi»ly it yourselves. 
20* 
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Given under our hands and seals, at our meeting 
in the Hague, this 10th day of September, 1751. 

[l. s.] a. Webster, 

Preacher at Dort, and deputj of the Synod of S. lloll. 

[l. 6.] Herman van Binnevest, 

Preacher at I>clAt and dcputj of the Hynod of S. Ilolh 

[l. s.] L. V. Zeebkro, 

Preacher at (iorinchcn, and de p. of the Hyn» of H, Uoll. 

[l. s.] ]Ieuman IUktjiold Hudmaker, 

Prcochor at ttio llii^iie, difp. of the Hjn. of 8. Hull.i and Sos* 
of the Cornniitteo of the two Hytutdn, 

[l, s.] Wiliielm Arraiiam Tileniijs Kruytiioff^ 

Preacher at Kdain, and dop. of the Hyn. of N. lloll. 

For informutiofi, I find it ucecmxry yet to add, 
that should Home cundidutcv poMgctfhing the qunlifl* 
cations dcHcribed in tlio fore;;oing document, feel 
himself stirred up to devote his talent to the service 
of the chureli of God in Pennsylvania, he will 
communicate the fact to the coetui Deputatorum 
utriusque Synodi HoIIandisc, of which a minister 
in the Hapie is {generally a member, and also for 
the year 17rj2 and 17.03 to the Itcvcrcnd H. li. 
Hudrnaker, from whom ho may procure additional 
information, so that no one may come to I'ennsyU 
vania upon an uncertainty and to his disadvantage. 

SOLI 010 OLOIXA. 



CHAPTER VI. 

BBBULT8 OP 8CnLATTBR*8 MISSIOV. 

Aftbr Mr, Bchlattor had retained to America, 
the ititorcftt wliieli liafl l^een awakened in the fathor- 
lond in favor of the Pennsylvania chureheti did 
not ahato* Thono who had favored hin niinMion, 
continued to pnnM iti» chiimM. A tourhin;; evidence 
of thiff ill atlorfled \in in tiio earnoMt and olcvinent 
addrcMM of Uov. IIu(hnakcr, niinintcr at the Ilajjcue, 
one of the l)e|Miti(*H of the Synod of South ll<illand, 
and NiHTctary of tho ('Oinmittco of the two SynoiN, 
Nont in tlio natue of the <'omtnittco throu^^h Super- 
inten<h^nt Wirt/., in Zurich, to tho ccclo^iaHtical 
and civil authoritlcM of Switxcrland, ituplorin^ 
their cooperation in tlie ;;reat and ^ood work. It 
was 8cnt, m iU date MhowH, nearly two months 
after Mr. Schlatter had sailed with his six youn^ 
minidters. As containin<; important historical 
information, and as sliowing the true Chri^^tiau 
interest in behalf of the American churches, which 
the nuHhion of Mr. Schlatter left behind it when ho 
was K^me, it properly findn a place here. What 
eloquent ChriMtian words! 

Vcrf/ learned and highly euUcmed Brother in Chri$t: 

In tho year 17:iH, tho Couhintory of tho Palati- 
nate, which, at tho time, itnelf xtood in n<'ed of 
foreign aid for the support of their ministers and 
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•choolmastonty solleitod our bcnovolonco In fuvor 
of tlio Ilcrormcil, who, iinco 1082, hod omiKnitcHl 
from tho opprcKMod Pahitinato, and nftorwurdM aImo 
from tho tioif^hboring provinccK, and from HwiUor- 
Innd, into I'cnnKylvania, where they were wander- 
ing and erring about, destitute of tlic public 8ervieo 
of God — although they had all freedom of worship 
there — and were themselves unable to provide for 
this destitution. Our Synods eounselled for a long 
time without success, as to tho manner in which 
they might render that assistance which they were 
desirous of bestowing. However, in 174<>, they 
sent the Itcv. Michael Kchlatter into that country, 
in order to rcHtoro those «caltcrcd Hhc<'p to ecclchi- 
astical order, ond to make arrangements that tho 
pastors afterwards to be sont might have a regular 
yearly support : whereupon, we also sent four other 
ministers thither, not without great expense to us. 
Thus the foundation of a church there has been 
happily laid. Mr. Schlatter, who in the past year 
was sent hither from thence, has laid before our 
Synod the fact that there are 30,000 Itcformed, 
scattered far and wide through that region, that 
they have hardly six ministers, and need at least 
bix more, besides an annual addition to tho salary 
of all, and that there is most of all a great need 
of BchoolmaHtcrs and support for them ; and they 
entreat that we may also provide for this destitution. 
Our Synods resolved to lend them aHHistance ; but 
burdened as we are with the care of more than one 
hundred oppressed churches in Kuro]>e, we felt 
that wo are not in a condition to bear this burthen 
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ouriclvcs ,011(1 found it iic<*4*Mi4ary not only to oi»|>1y 
to our civil autlioriti^K, but uUn to cull in tbo uid 
of foreign, civil, iiimI cc('lc!«iu*<tiral licl|s cfi^'ciully 
from thoMo who externally Ntand in a nearer rela- 
tion to tlio TennMylvaniu ISrethren than wo our- 
selves. 

For this reason, wo tho Deputies to whom has 
been committed tho carrying out of thi.s Sj-nodical 
resolution, turned first to our own Boards, and 
having received from them a liberal gift for five 
years to be a[»plied to the IV^nnsylvania churches, 
we sent tho Uev« Mr. ^^c'lllatter to Germany and 
Switzerland, there to K>ek out nix suitable preachers 
for rennnylvania. At the ^ariie time, in an acroni- 
paiiying letter, wo bcMrMtght the Con.ii^tory of the 
ralatiiiate to join uh in rendering the needed aH.•4i^t- 
ance; and although their ehureh treasury in its<elf 
so small as to need our help, they, nevertheless, 
gent over to us a contribution of oUO i^uilders for 
this object. Secondly, we invited the over«>eers of 
the Helormed Swisd Canton.^, yet, in this summer, 
to lay this matter before the Diet of the Cantons; 
two of which have engaged so to do, and the 
inagii^trato of the city of »St. Call promiscil us in 
writing, he would, through bin Deputy, recommend 
and advance the application before his Diet. 

In the month of March, Mr. •Schlatter returned 
to us witir five very oxcellcnt an<l huitable candi* 
dates from the I'rovince of Na^^au, to whom htill 
another from the Trovinco J>erg joined himself. 
After a particular examination, we onlaine<l them, 
and sent them with him into the fort^aken vine- 
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yard of Pennsylvania, which cost us, for travelling 
money and support, about 4000 guilders. Now, 
in order that we may the more eilectively carry 
fomard this w*ork so auspiciously commenced, and 
until this time, by the blessing of heaven, crowned 
with success, we turn, through you, very respected 
brother, to the beloved brethren in Switzerland, 
and beseech you to lend your aid in the further- 
ance of this great Christian enterprise ; not only 
that you petition the authorities of the Cantons 
and the confederated cities at the iJict, at Frnuen* 
fold, in the coming summer, to send to us, the 
Deputies, a free-will oilering for this purpose, bo it 
once for all, or, what is better, so much annually 
for scvenil years, for the establishment of public 
worship in I'cnnsylvania, but also that you your- 
selves, each one in his district, may contribute 
something by means of a public or private collec- 
tion, or both at the same time, and send it over to 
us ; and that you, Wirtz, highl^'-respected brother, 
may recommend this interest in the most favorable 
manner to the respected ministers of the Cantons 
and confederated cities. For many of those sheep 
of the fold in Pennsylvania, in whoso behalf wo 
plead, and have already opened our hands wide, 
are your flesh and blood ! Yes, many of them 
have eaten with you of the same bread, and havo 
drunken with you from the same cup of the Lord, 
in testimony that you are with them and with us 
one body and one spirit, namely, Christ's. Hence, 
we havo every right to hope and trust that you 
shepherds, when you hear these facts, and learn yet 
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more from Mr. Schlatter's faithful report of the 
pitiablo condition in reference to public worship 
existing among the Iteformed in Tenn^jlvania, 
and of the hope of a great gain to Christianity, if 
this want can he supplied — this rejiort has, in this 
year, been translated and [irinted at Frankfort, and 
is dedicated to you pastors and to the Swiss Go- 
vernment — we hope, I say, that you also will 
cheerfully lend your aid by a general collection in 
money, which you will send to us for them, that 
thus our hands may be made strung and etlcctive 
by your folate and church contributions, that we 
may firmly erect and sustain the Htan<lurd of the 
G().-i»el ill those regions. To this end, we have 
also invited the bretheu in England, to make com- 
mon cause with us, and not without the ho]>e of a 
hapi»y result. So that we, united in heart and 
hand, and laboring unweariedly in this work of 
love for the name of Chri.<t, that the praise of the 
triune God may be exalted far and near in America, 
and that there may be found in that land a pleas- 
ant place of refuge for the oppressed licformed 
who fly thither from Europe. 

The Shepherd of Israel, who neither slumbers 
nor sleeps, be and remain unto you, beloved Swiss 
brethren, from year to year, a wall of fire against 
all the gates of hell ! The almighty and gracious 
Father of mercies, in Christ through the Holy 
Ghost, make you and your congregations, highly- 
respected brethren, a praise in the earth by all 
kinds of Iieavenly blessings; and may lie exalt 
the remisylvauia Keformed, who have gone thither 
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from your midst, even as all tho rest who aro thore, 
as your beloved children, to be witnesses of His 
grace and the blessed first-fruits of the American 
harvest ! And may the mutual co-operation of tho 
Eeformed Swiss, ijcrnians, Hollanders, and Eng- 
lish, in the establishment of the American Church 
and the fraternal correspondence occasioned there- 
by, be a testimony that they are one, and, at tho 
same time, prove a blessed means and incentive to 
a still more inward brotherly union ! 

Peace and prosperity be with you and yours, 
dearly beloved and honored brethren in the Lord, 
and may you ever rejoice in the abundant grace 
w*hich is in Christ Jesus. 

In the name of the Deputies of the Synods of 
Korth and South Holland, 

Hermann Bartiiold Hudmaker, 

Pastor at the Hague, Deputy of the Synoil, and Secretarj 
of tbo Council of the Deputies of both Synods. 

So written at the Ilar/ue, 
May 3(7, 1752. 

P. S. We entreat that you may communicate 
this, our letter, or an extract from it, as soon as 
possible, in any way you may think best, to tho 
lieformed ministers, Classis, and Synods of tho 
Cantons, and to the confederated cities, so that the 
important object contemplated may bo zealously 
advanced, as it has in our provinces been already 
begun. 

In the meantime, may your life bo useful, and 
happy, and long ! 
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Tlio collections decided upon by the Synods of 
Jlollund were taken up n'ith the most gIoriou<> 
resulU. The giAs of the civil authorities vied with 
the free-will oficrings of the churches. The Swi^s 
brethren gave a liberal response, and even the 
oppressed Palatinate, like Mary, with the sword in 
its heart, lifted up its love-filled eyes " under the 
Cross," and oflcred its widow's nute in the name 
of Jesus. 

"God has blessed the labors of Mr. Schlatter 
and his visit to Europe," exclaimed IJcv. Muhlen- 
berg, in a communication to llalle, i>oon after Mr. 
Schlatter's return, with evident joy. 

"The l{cv. pastors of Holland have irone to the 
labor of collecting 12,000 pounds sterling for the 
German Kcformcd of Pennsylvania, and ordained 
that this capital shall be put upon interest, from 
which interest a number of churches and school- 
houses shall be erected, and ministers and school- 
teachers supported, as may be seen by letters 
directed to the authorities of our government. 
God has blessed the labors of Mr. Schlatter and 
his visit to Europe. May he also grant that the 
true kingdom of Jesus Christ may be built up by 
this help.' 

Still later, in 1754, when the blessed results of 
Mr. Schlatter's mission had still farther unfolded 
themselves, IJcv. Muhlenberg again bears cheerful 
testimony to the good vrork acconii»lished through 

< Hal. Xacb., p. 512. 
21 
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the instramentallty of this apostolic man. *^ The 
Fathers and Overseers of the Reformed Church in 
IloIIandy Germany, and Switzerland/' he again 
writes to Halle, 'Miave lately interested themselves 
with great earnestness in their Church among the 
Reformed in this country. Through the moving 
representations of Mr, Schlatter, first Reformed 
minister here, made in person and by writing, 
they have suftbred themselves to be awakened on 
the subject, so that a collection has been arranged 
among the Reformed in Europe, and a considerable 
sum has been gathered, which they have established 
as capital and put on interest in Kuroito, from 
which their preachers and schoolmaster here are 
to be paid according to the need of each. Yea, 
when this representation of Mr. Schlatter, first 
published in Dutch, had been translated into 
Knglish by an Kiiglish preacher in Holland, it 
made such an iinprcs.sion upon the Kiiglrsh nation 
that even His Majesty, the King of Great Britain, 
and the l\oyal Family were graciously moved to 
contribute a large sum, who were followed by rich 
assistance also from the principal lords and digni- 
taries. These gifts, which, it is said, amounted to 
20,000 pounds sterling, were, by order of His 
Majesty, placed in tlie hands of certain Trustees, 
constituting * A Society for Propagating the Know- 
ledge of God among the Germans,' from the 
interest of which free schools are hero to be estab- 
lished and sustained under the inspection of Mr. 
Schlatter. It is proper that we &honId rejoice in 
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this; and it would be in the highest degree un- 
christian to look with jealous eye upon this move- 
ment, simply because no advantage is expected to 
accrue from it to our Lutheran members." ^ 

As some of tlie old Ccetal minutes are lost, the 
exact amount of money sent over from j-ear to 
year miiiiot be known. Still enough is apparent 
from those minutes which have been preserved, 
to enable us to see very clearly the measure and 
flow of this stream of benevolence. The first 
distribution on record is in 17o5. The amount 
distributed in that year was X418. 158. Od. Penn- 
sylvania currency. The amount varied very little 
from this up to the year 17G1 or 1702. In 1757, it 
was X3o7. 2 8. 10 J. — in 1758, X 385. 14 8. — in 
1750, X395. 14 8. 7 d. Soon after 1700, the 
amount Bcems to grow gradually Icss; no doubt, 
because the congregations increased, and many of 
tliem gradually became seH-supporting. In 1770, 
it wiis X85. 14 8. 3d. — in 1773, X 40. 6s. — in 
1778, it was 450 guilders. The last gift we find 
acknowledged is 100 guilders, " for the use of the 
congregation in Baltimore," in 1791.^ 



* Hal. Nach., pp. CSC, C87. 

* It may be interesting — and we hope it may he profitable — 
to the old German Kcformcd con<;re;;ations to be here pre- 
sented with several Tables or Lists of the distribution which 
was made of these gifts, showing to what extent they are 
severally Indebted, not only for support in their infancy, but 
even in some cases fur their very existence. We mast give 
lists from several periods, from 17^5 and onward. 
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From these data, the reader will be able to 
determine with a good degree of eertaintyi the 
probable amount distributed in the intervening 
}'car8, and thus also to appreciate the great bleH^ing 
which this charity muHt have proved to be to the 
feeble churches during that period; when they 



Kxtract ihuwlng the (I'lHtribution of tho cliaritioi from the 
Rcvorond iVputioi UtriuH(|Uo Ilulliuidias aiwl tho Uuvcrcnd 
Clatsif of Amntcrdanii ouiniiicncod in April, 1755. 

MLxivma. cuAMcs. iiccetvu>. 

Iler. Weiss Goshcnhoppcn 35 15 

•• Keigcr SchUffcr's church.. 15 00 

" Schlatter 45 00 

Remnindcr of last year. « 14 00 

Rev.Lcydich Fallcncr Schwam.. 35 15 

" LiKchy Yorktown 37 13 

'* Ottcrbcin • Lancaster 18 00 

•• Sioy Tulpchockcn 30 18 

** Frankcnfcld Frcdcricktown, Md. 30 00 

** Waldschmid Cecal ico, &c 30 10 

** Du Buis Northampton, Ac. 21 5 

** Tcmplcman Swatara, &c 10 5 

•* Steincr Qcrmantown* 30 00 

** Bartholomaoui 19 2 

•* DorMtius 5 8 

Trarelling expenses of the Elders 15 4 

Pcnna. Currency. 417 15 G 

^ IVci'N*!/ one handred jMrt ht«r, tbli contrrAKation paid thU dabt of emtltud* 
bjr vufffrlriK tbnmMlvcN, tb«lr proprrtjr, and tb« awbcn of tb«ir ftirefathvra to li« 
tranufvrnid to another d«*nf>nilnationI Lrt nnt the iiin bt luld to tha cbar^a of tba 
aucinberii. Tba tempt«d ara leu fuilty tbnn tbe t4ioipU!r. Trutb, rlxbti-ounncM, 
ami a rtIvbI of an older and better fmflioK, vlH jr«t enable tboni to extricnta 
tb(*iiiM>lTce fKtm tbe anara of tba fbwlcr. If not tbea Daniel ?. 6, fl, and Jvr, 
sxil. 131 
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had to contend, not only ii ith the trials incident 
to the founding; of churches in a new coontn% 
where the emigrants were generally poor and 
scattered, but had aho to maintain tlieir existence 
through the horrors of the tedious and vexatiuu<i 
French and Indian war, an well a<« the eight year-f of 



•I 
II 
II 
•I 
II 
II 
II 
II 



Unto of Clio diatributiuii of tho lubiicljr, 1759. 

£, s.il. 

IUt. Woiit GoHlicnhoppcn 30 00 

licif^et • Scbaffer'i church.. 30 00 

Lcydiih FalkncrScbmam... 30 00 

OtterbciQ Tulpvhockcn 37 10 

StojT Lancaster 30 00 

Waldfichtnid Cocnlico, ^c 30 00 

I>u Boia Northaniptoo, Ac. . 20 00 

AlMcntx 30 iH) 

Tcmiilcman Emericua 10 00 

pro alondo Dartholomacua 2.i Cm) 

RcY. lliil)(*l • . Philadelphia 15 00 

To }Vi(lovr», 

Widow of Dorstiua 1 7 

" "Mum. 7 70 

To Mioohnantcn, 

At Ltinca^tor • 8 00 

'* Krcutxcrcck 3 00 

** Conowngo 1 10 

" Kcadinj;town 3 00 

'* (ioNhotihoppcn • • • • 1 10 

*• Fnlknor Schwara 2 00 

" Tulpchockcii 4 CH> 

llxpcrihca toCcctus 14 00 

ToUl distributed. 330 

Ucmiiininii; iu the handa of Her. Lejdich. TA 5 7 

Total rcccired. S^sTl 1*7 
21* 
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Revolutinaiy straggle. That poriod in the history 
of tlie German Reformed Cliurcli in America was 
as a long season of storms, dark clouds, and cheer- 
less rain ; and the brotherly kindness of the Re- 
formed Brethren in Europe was as the smiling 
light, breaking through at intcn^als, to cheer their 
hopes, and assure them that 

"Behind tbo clouds is tho sun stUl shining." 

Besides this regular and liberal aid in money, 
tho Fathers in Europe were always prompt in 
ref^ponding to calls for ministers. Tho need of 
miniftters in the American vineyard was continually 
kept before tho churches, cHpeciully of tho I^ilati- 
nato and Switzerland ; and huch us showed them- 
selves willing and qualified for tho work were sent 
in fnmi year to year. Indeeil, nearly all tho 
miiUHtcrs that were a<lded to tho Coctus, and entered 
the service of the church previous to tho war of 
freedom, and for some years after its clone, wero 
from westorn (Jcrmany and Kwilzerlan<!. 

Such is a brief outline sketch of tho blessed 
rcKults of Mr. Schlatter's minHion to Europe; and 

In 1770, thu charities wero distrlbutod thus: 

X i.d. 

The Widows 12 00 

Gross and Qubrccht traveUing expenses to Maryland 00 
A gift to Mr. Fiihring, to piiy the debts which he has 

Riiido in his studies COOO 

TraTclling expenses to Synod of the mcmliers present, 

each JC3 39 00 

To Kcv, Witncr, us support 10 4 3 

To fire schoolmasters, each X 2. 10 shilling 12 10 

Total Win 
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•nch tbo cflbctaal rcuponso wliich was f^von to his 
clociuont and Boul-stiiTin<; pica. Gazing in silence 
at this picture of lovo and devotion from brethren 
to brethreni how is the heart assured of the reality 
and power of the Christian life in the midst of a 
selfish world! Snch exhibitions of the spirit of 
Him who gave himself for all, that all mi<;ht give 
themselves to one another, is truly ^^ an odor of a 
sweet smelly a sacrifice acceptable, well pleasing to 
God." 



CHAPTER VII. 

gOHLATTBE XV PUILADBLPBXA. 

1752-1755. 

Tub arrival of Schlatter, with his band of six 
new ministera, was an occasion for joy to the 
shepherds and the flocks in Ponnftjlvania. Six 
new laborers, young and hopeful, good and true, 
standing at the border of the great ripe field, ready 
to hear the words: "Go! and as ye go, preach, 
saying, the kingdom of heaven is at hand !**' It 
must have been a cheering Bight, as it was one of 
true moral grandeur, when these young heralds of 
the Cross were, for the first time, presented to the 
Coetus, by which addition its number was at onco 
doubled. 

After greeting his friends, Mr. Schlatter felt it 
to bo his first duty to accompany the new ministers 
to their fields of labor, instal them, and make such 
other arrangements as were necessary for them 
and their congregations, that the good work might 
be prosecuted with success. Mr. Otterbein was 
taken to Lancaster, Mr. Stoy to Tulpehocken, ^[r. 
Waldschmid to Cocalico and affiliated congre- 
gations, and Mr. Frankenfcld to Frederick, in 
Maryland. Owing, however, to the distance and 



> Thrso wcro Hioy, Wuldschiuid, FrankcurdJ, Kule), Wmkr, 
Aii'i OUcrbcin. 

(•JIH) 
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tho difficulty of communication and travel, tliis 
luKt ono waM not located till in May of the follow- 
in^ year, at which time Mr. ^ihlattcr accompatiiid 
liiiu to Frederick — which they only reached after 
liaviii^ hccn detained for Ronic time on tlic way 
by hi^h water — and installed him an iia-tor <if that 
eharp^e. Mr. Wlsi-ler hceniH to have lived hut a 
hhort time after his arrival. In the fir>'t Ii^t extant 
of tho menihcrs of Coctus after his arrival, namely, 
IToo, hin name does not appear, and in the minntis 
of 17^7 there U mention made c»f a j^ift to liia 
widow. It does not appear that he i-cnxd any 
charge ; and nothini^ farther is known of him here, 
thoui^h we iK^po he i^ known among the angels 
and Kaihts in heaven. j 

Mr. Kuhel was located for a Miort time in Phila- ' 

delphia. IJefore Schlatter's return from Kurojje, i 

ahont the clo.-o of the year 17/il or beinnninu of 
1752, Mr. Steiner, pressed hy growing difliculties 
in the congregation of riiiladelphia, felt liimself ; 

necessitated to withdraw — which he did, leaving: ^ 

that congregation vacant, removing to German- ! 

town and confining his labors to that place. It j 

will be recollected that there were two conirreira- 
tions in riiiladelphia since tho unfortunate schism 
which grew out of the intrusion of Mr. Steiner. 
The old congregation had been ser\'ed by supplies 
during Mr. Schlatter's absence, and, on his return, 
lie resumed liis place as pastor. Mr. liubel took 
charge of the new congregation, formed in exciting 
and troublous tinjes, and now so soon vacated by 
Mr. Steiner. Whether this was done with tho 
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advice and consont of Mr. Schlatter and the Coctun 
18 doubtful. It is evident^ however, that Mr. Kubol 
did not turn out well, but became a trouble instead 
of a blessing to his brethren and the church. 
There is a black sheep in almost every flock, and 
this did " the rebellious Rubcl," as Ca»tus calls him, 
become among the band of six. At the first 
CoDtus which he attended, in 1752, only a few 
months after his arrival, he already "disturbed the 
CoDtus" by his refractory spirit, and afterwards left 
it, "basely persuading others also to leave." In 
the Coctal minutes of March 31st, 1753, he is 
charged with haviug determined to be his own 
judge, and of being guilty of standing independent 
of Synod; which is given as a reason why ho 
ought to bo deprived of any part in the annual 
subsidy sent over from Ilollund. Though ho hud 
rendered himself thus unworthy, Catus still pa- 
tiently bore with him, hoping to control his unruly 
spirit in the end, and saving the congregation 
over which he presided from utter ruin. 

As might bo expected, new diflicultics soon 
ato^Q in the congregation of Philadelphia. The 
minister who is destitute of the spirit of subordina- 
tion and peace himself must not expect anything 
of the kind from his people. lie who kicks at his 
superiors encourages those under him to do the 
same to him. Mr. liubel found this to be true in 
his own experience. There was an abundance of 
this spirit in the Thiladelphia congregation, with- 
out the impulse given to it by Mr. Kubel's own 
example. 
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Their liigtory convinces us forcibly of the truth 
toMified to by C<ptufi in 175<% when they say, 
throuj^h tlieir Sccrctar)*, that " they have ahvaya 
observed a restless, covetous disposition among the 
riiiladelpliians, CHpecially in certain members,'* 
and af^ain, in 1759, when treating of its affairs, 
they say: "its restless spirit, contrary to the 
prcsngo and omen of its name, is always stirring 
up new troubles. The matter has hitherto been 
like a sport and mocken*, and will be until we 
abandon it." Would that those had been the lust 
troubles in its eventful historv. 

The diflic'ulties thus created and growing be- 
tween Mr. Kubcl and his congregation aUo in a 
certain way involved Mr. Schlatter. At the meet- 
ing of Cd'tus, held at Lancaster, on the 9th of 
April, lli}'}y u committee was ajipointed to consider 
the circumstances of Mr. Kubel and the contrroira- 
tion in PhihuU'l]»hia. They reported, that in their 
judgment Mr. Kubel ought to withdraw from 
serving them, because this would bo agreeable to 
the expressed wishes of the Fathers in II«»lland, 
and because also the circumstances of the congre- 
gation Hcemed plainly to indicate that as the pro- 
per course. They also i*eported that they think it 
no longer necessary that Kev. Schlatter should 
continue to preach to the one part of the congre- 
gation in a separate church, since he himself, with 
the ministers generally, have hope that when Mr. 
Kubel has withdniwn, the whole congregation, 
including the two divide<I poilions, will again 
become perfectly united. They therefore suggest 
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%vhethcr it would not bo best that Schlatter and 
Kubel should both, at the same timci cease preach* 
ing there, and the congregation should be served, 
by way of supply, through the other members of 
Ca*tus alternately twice a month, till such time as 
a suitable stated pastor could be secured on whom 
both would unite. This suggestion was enacted 
into a Ca^tal resolution, and met with the approval 
of Mr. Schlatter, who cheerfully co-oj^cratcd in 
carrying out its intent. 

There was, however, a difliculty in the way of 
the congreiration of Mr. l{ubcl carrying out this 
dccibion of (\i*tUH. In the call at llrst givon to 
him, it was agreed that in case a change was 
desired the congregation should give the pastor 
six months' notice, and that ho should do the same 
should he contemplate a change. Mr. Rubcl, who, 
it seems, was somewhat reluctant to leave, was 
disposed to stay himself on this arrangement. 
Several of the ministers, however, privately inter- 
ested themselves in the matter, urging upon Mr. 
Kubel and his elders the consideration, that, inas- 
much as there was now a prospect of reconciling 
the long-existing difliculties in the union of both 
parties, it was their solemn duty mutually to release 
one another of that obligation. This was success- 
ful, and Mr. llubel agreed to preach his farewell 
sermon on the 2(ith of the same month, April, 
IT'it).^ Mr. Schlatter also resigned his connection 



* What became of Mr. Ilulicl after tli'iM docH nut nfipear. It 
if only Haid incidentally in a letter to Holland f>y Uuv. Stoy, 
accompany in;; the Tcctal aetn of tlio ynar IT.'O, that **hc li»fl 
Pennnvlvania." 
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with tho ooD|;rcgation of his early and constant 
love — in tho sen-ice of which he had, in the finst 
part, experienced many joys, and, in the latter, 
endured many sorrows. It is added in the Cectal 
acts, ** Farther, Mr. Rubel and Mr. Schlatter have 
laid aside their personal difierences in love.*' 

Mr. Schlatter, after his return from Europe, 
wouhl, ]ierhaps, not have consented ajcrain to 
resume the Hcrvioe of the church in Philadelphia, 
seeing tliat he there endured so many tribulations, 
had ho not been requested so to do liy Ccctus. j 

They judi^ed, it seems, that throup^h him the way 
for reconciliation and peace could be prepared. 
For his labor and success they bear him an honor- 
able testimony, thus : *' In 4ill this aliuir of restoring 
peace, the Coctus would praise the calm conduct 
and the impartiality of spirit of our Reverend 
brother Schlatter; and we here thank his Rever- 
ence publicly for the pains and scr\*ice, which, at 
our request, he undertook to endure, and for tho 
good which he has accompli.shed in part of the 
coiigregution in Philadelphia, which, up to this 
time, has remained true to the Synodical and 
Coctal directions."* 

To trace out these peace arrangements to their 
results in the history of the congregation, would ! 

lead us too far out of our present path. We may » 



I Tho other portion iimnifcMto'l, from firtit to Unt, a tpirit of 
inffuhoriJirmtion to (VtuK, Mliowin;; d^rert'iicc to it only when 
they expected to lio ahlc to ukc it for their own purpooet — % 
course in which thejr were rather cocoura;;cd than refttrniiud 
t)jr the cxamplo of Mr. Steioer. 



I 
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Bay, however, that ihoy wcro not so durable in 
their fruits as was anticipated. The old spirit 
returned after a time; nor did the church there 
know either peace or prosperity until after the 
death of Mr. Stciner in 1763, when a blessing 
came upon them through the ministry of the excel- 
lent Weyberg. Still, even the temporary cessation 
of strife and the strong probability that peace 
might prove lasting, gave great joy and encourage- 
ment to Mr. Schlatter and the whole Coctus — to 
the former, because he always felt a tender interest 
in that congregation as his first love; and to the 
latter, because of the prominent place which that 
church occupied, being located in the metrop(»lis 
of IVnnsylvania. In a letter to Holland, dated at 
IMiiladelphia, Juno 17i'i''>, accompanying tln^ Coctal 
actii, he Hays: *^It will be Keen what measures 
were taken at our last Cootus ho unanimoiiKly, and, 
as I hope, with a bleshing attending them. There 
is great hope that the Tcnnsylvania church ailUirs 
are getting in a good way, which nuiy (lod grant." 
About this time, Mr. Schlatter was appointed 
superintendent and travelling visitor and agent for 
the London society fi»r the establishment and 
support of schoolsr among the (lermans in Tenn- 
sylvania, which, on account of the agency which 
he had in the creation of that charity, and his 
interest in the cause of general education, ho 
was induced to acceiit. Still, his interest in the 
prosperity of the infant church, for wliieh ho had 
made so many sacrifices, and endured such tcul, 
was unabated. He not only hoped indirectly to 
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promoto its pro^porityi and that of religion gene* 
rally by scoking to advance general education, but 
bo also expected to combine %\'itb liia lalxirs in that 
department various eilbrtfi for the good of the 
church. He believed that in his travels and visits 
through the country, he could successfully labor 
for both; and this seems also to have been the 
opinion of his brethren in the Coctus. ** We re- 
quested his Kevcrcneo," they re[»ort to Holland, 
*Mn a friendly and brotherly manner, together 
%vith his e.\ten<led journeys on account of the 
school inspection, aUo now and then, as time and 
circumstances wouM permit, to preach in our 
churches, whereunto may Jesus Chriht farther 
support him by His grace."' 

' Miiitili'M, My*, Tint rormal rcNulution of Civtun, umking 
thin n|i|ioiiitiiirtit, U n<i r>ll<iwR : 

*' UfRolinl, tliiit orio iitiiiiMt(*r out of our iuiii«t hIiaH mmuallj 
bo a|*|Miiiito«l to vinit nil tlio run;;rof;atiunf ihruu^liout the 
land, and iiM|uiro into tlioir condition, to bco how niattcrt stand 
hU over, with ininiNtcra and con;;rc;;atiiin9. For this purposo, 
Ucv. Schlatter was unaniintiUNly cloctcd, with the re'iucut that 
his lU'Vcronoo always takn with him the ncarctit minister to 
tho next ftliuro, and thus vinit the consrf;;ation two hy two, as 
ho may have opporttinity." This cuntoin was kept up durin;; 
many years ; and it i^ ranily seen, that in the circumf«lance« of 
tho church in those early tiinos, wh«*n ministers and conp^re^v 
tions woro scatti*rrd, and moans of ronimunicition f«'W and 
diirii'iilt, the prni'fico niu«t li:kv<* h<'f>n fullowrd hy vnriutis ^(>«h1 
r^nuU.4. What a privilf^^o to mini^tfrs and poople in their 
iriohitfd fioMs of lahor, to reci'ivr nurh a vi-^It, and 1»<? favorrd 
from twi) niini.Hti'fial hrcthrcn witli sympathy, encoura;:omcnt, 
and counsel ! Would it tict h^ w<*ll to rentore this wii^o and 
vcnerahio euMtom, h'ttin;; tho ran;;** «*i visitations include one 
(MabMis. Tho \iiiitor nii;;lit !><• the I'rritidcnt of rhiNnid. Many 
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An extract from his own letter, accompanying 
the minutes for the year 1755, which we have 
already quoted, will lead us still further into his 
private views and feclingH in regard to the intercnts 
of the church at largo. ** I hope that through the 
general visitation which the Kovercnd CoctU8 has 
entrusted to mc, I will bo placed in a condition 
toward Now Year to send over to Holland an 
exact report, how strong uU our congregations are 
— how many ministers are yet required — how 
many schools already exint, and where ; how many 
are yet needed, and in what places ? I also hope to 
employ my leisure time, gradually to introduce 
good regulations among ministers and congrega- 
tions, in reference to the establisbmeut of a 
widow's fund ; and besides this to undertake other 
improvements, that here also, by the help of God, 
an orderly church government may at last come to 
exist, and in future remain an object of your love, 
favor, and compassion, that you as well as we, 
may hereafter have reason to praise the mercy of 
Ood."> ___!_ 

difficulties that incTitably spring up in congrpgations and 
charges Diight thus be adjusted bcfuro tliey root deeper, afflict 
congregations and ministers for years, cause much trouble to 
Classis to settle them, and by being suffered to grow, often end 
in ruin before the tide can be arrested. 

I This letter was written in the Dutch language. A copy 
may bo seen in Mayer's MSS. vol. i. p. 32. The original is in 
the hands of Dr. Dcwitt, of Now York. Mr. Schlatter also 
preached when occanion required in Dutch, though ho did it 
with difficulty. Ho no doubt acquired the knowledge and 
uso of that language during his sojourn in Holland in early 
life. 
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Tho fonndingof a fund for tbo support of tho 
widows of ileccosed miniHtcni wa.4 a matter of early 
and earnerit eonccrn with Mr. Schlatter and tho 
Ccctufl. During; his vinit to Ktirope, lie made appli- 
cation for a contrihntion toward thirt ohjecty to tho 
TruHtces of a sifnilar fund in his native city, St. 
Gall. Owin^c to Fome diflicultics in tho way, ho 
was not Hiu*ee.s.MriiI in that application ; Ftill he boro 
tho matter on his mind, and at a later i»criod tho 
project, which wxw thu.s early su^'gcatcd and labored 
for by him, succeeded. Wo believe the Fame fund 
has come down, slowly accumulating to the present 
time. 

I^fr. Schlatter seems to have continued to reside 
in Philadelphia for about a year later, though not 
as pastor; still, he performed some ministerial acts 
in the congregation. Wc find records made in his 
hand as late as July 7th 175G. 
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CHAPTER VIII. 

80HLATTBB AND TBB CHARITY SCHOOLS, 

1755-1757. 

With our forefathers ever since the Reformation, 
the church and the school were one interest, even 
as the head and the heart are one in one immortal 
being. They never dreamed that true education 
could be sundered from religion. They were per- 
suaded that educated nature is educated vice — an 
evil instead of a good, wlien grace does not under- 
lie it. Thoy were firmly persuaded that faith with- 
out knowledge leads to superstition, and that 
knowledge without faith leads to infidelity. What 
God has joined, they piously kept together; so 
that in their minds, minister and schoolmaster, 
church and school-house, were one idea. Wherever 
zeal and sacrifice could accomplish it, the church 
and the school-house had to stand together on the 
same glebe, shedding abroad their light in unison, 
like the sun and moon, — the one shining as source ; 
the other as it is shone upon. 

As Mr. Schlatter found a great destitution in 
ministers and churches, so he found also a corre- 
sponding want in regard to schoolmasters and 
schools. In the majority of feeble churches which 
then existed, the families hud no provisions, re- 
sources, or means, for educating their cliilthcn. 
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Tlio few schoolmostcra that wcro foaod in the 
country, were not ablo to support thcm^sclvcs by 
their scanty income ; and were in many cases com- 
pelled to abandon their calling to earn bread for 
tbemseh'es and families in some other way. In 
many localities^ families lived far a[»art; so that 
when they were even anxious to unite for the 
support of a school, the distance was too great for 
children to come together. Many, too, there were, 
who partly from pressing circumstances, and partly 
from undue devotion to merely temporal interests, 
had little desire to promote the higher nurture of 
their children. The records of the times abund- 
antly show that all wakeful and obser\*ant persons 
felt, — and gave frequent and emphatic expression 
to their feelinfics — that the state of thint's which 
then existed, if it should be long continued, must 
lead to a condition of the grossest semi-barbarism, 
where ignorance and immorality should rule and 
reign. 

On account of the care which has always been 
bestowed upon the proper education of chiMren in 
the Fatherland, those who themselves came from 
Europe, were generally anxious for the education 
of their children ; and were in a. measure, also 
able and willing to instruct them in the family, 
where school privileges could not be enjoyed ; but 
where no aids were interposed, amid the difficul- 
ties and disadvantages under which the}- labored 
in a new and tliinly settled country, a downward 
tendency was almost inevitable; and in many 
localities degeneration soon became painfully cvi- 
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dent. Rov. Samuol Chandler of London, in a 
Latin letter to Rev. Gerhard Kulenkarop of Am- 
sterdam, in 1760— in which bo reports on tho 
labors of tho London socict}' for tho support of 
schools among tho German Protestants in Penn- 
sylvania, and pleads for a continuanco of tho aid 
furnished from Holland for the same purpose, to 
the churches of Pennsylvania — draws a picture 
which is truly deplorable, showing what degree 
the process of degeneration had reached at that 
time. His language is evidently too sweeping; 
for there were at that time, a number of flourishing 
congregations with pious and eflicient ministers 
both in the Reformed and Lutheran church, which 
were as centres of light in tho general darkness. 
Yet, as applying to many localities, and perhaps 
to the majority of scattered and neglected Germans, 
it is strictly correct. " Tho German Protestants in 
Pennsylvania, it shames mo and grieves mo to say 
it, are of the dregs of the people, poor, rude, igno- 
rant of divino things, and so occupied with their 
rustic labors and domestic allairs, that they aro 
scarcely, or never, ablo to find time enough, even 
if tho ability were at hand, to instruct and teach 
their children in matters pertaining to religion. 
AVQiat, I ask, will become of them, if your charity 
grows cold ? If they aro left utterly ignorant of 
divino things, they will not only be of no benefit, 
but will become a plaguo to tho cofnmonwealth, 
and enemies to your church. What, and how 
much, havo not your High and Mighty Kstatcs 
merited from theso wretched men, who, in 
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manner tliat U beyond all praise, through 80 many 
yearn, have granted such large sums of money to 
imbno them with the doctrines of the Christian 
faith, and the precepts pertaining to a good life 
and eternal salvation ! But the work is not yet 
finished. Most miserable people ; families destitute 
and rude implore for help. The ministers will no 
longer be able to stand, for they will lack the 
necessaries of life, and their flocks will be leit like 
sheep without a shepherd. The people are in 
danger of becoming the prey of rapacious wolves 
and cunning foxes, both of which abound ia 
Tennrfylvania." 

The causes which led to such a result, and were 
still spreading the misery farther even* year, were 
at work before Schlatter arrived in America. In 
his misisionary travels he saw the great want of 
school'^, and frequently alluded to it in a most 
touching way in his journal and his reports to the 
Fathers in Holland. During his misbion to Kuro{»o 
in ITfil and 1752, he embraced the o]ii>ortunity uf 
laying this destitution open before the ministers 
luid churches both publicly and privately. Their 
Hynipathies were awakened, and their prompt and 
cilicient action secured in behalf of the American 
churches and schools. The Synod of Xorth IIol- 
lan«l represented this destitution to the government, 
and u^^kcd permi>sion to hold a general collection 
throughout the Netherlands in favor of this object. 
The states of Holland and West Frisland granted 
2000 guilders per annum for five years. A con- 
siderable Hum was collected in the city of Amster- 



262 LIIIB AKD LABORS OF 8CQLATTER. 

dam ; and to this was added the aggregate of the 
general collection, directed to be taken up for this 
object In this way, the sura of X12,000 sterling 
was secured^ which was properly invested in Hol- 
land, and the interest devoted to the support of 
the churches and schools in Pcnnnylvania. To 
this, the licformcd of the Palatinate in its oppressed 
and impoverished circumstances added a giil of 
800 guilders, and the Swiss churches alrfo responded 
to an appeal addresi^cd to them in behalf of their 
destitute brethren. 

The interest which Mr. Schlatter awakened in 
favor of the establishment of schools in rcnnsyb 
vania did not remain coniined to Holland, the 
Palatinate, and Switzerland. The moving appeal 
of Mr. Schlatter lirrit published in the Dutch lan- 
guage, and afterwards in German, was also trans- 
lated into English by Kev. Mr. Thomson — Kiiglish 
preacher in Amsterdam, and a member of that 
Classis — and widely circulated in England and 
Scotland, backed by a personal visit and appeal on 
the part of Mr. Thomson, urging its claims upon 
the benevolent in England. Such was the impres- 
sion made by this publication on the British 
nation, that the King, the Koyal Family, and the 
nobles were induced to lead otf by largo contribu- 
tions toward a school fund for the benefit of the 
Germans in America. Having laid this matter 
open in England, Mr. Thomson also carried the 
application for aid into Scotland, where he him- 
self was known, and rei^rescnted the case before 
the General Assembly then sitting in Edinburgh. 
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The result was the takinc^ up of a national collec- 
tion, which amounted to upwards^ of X1200 sterling. 
The good work did not cease till the sum collected 
amounted to X12,000' sterling. The proprietors 
of Pennsylvania also gave an annual contribution. 

Tliis important result was brought about by the 
labors and influence of Mr. Sclilatter, of which 
abundant proof is at hand. AVo rjuoto only the 
testimony of Itov. Muhlenberg. Writing to llalle, 
among other thing.^, lu; hays : 

•*It is yet farther net-e^Fary to mention that 
several years ago a project was laid before His 
KxeelltMu-'V, our Tnipriftary Wm. I'cnn, regarding 
the neccsHity of estublirihing free or charity schools 
among the (icrmans of I'ennsylvahia. On account 
(»f the expouhc which it involved, the matter has 
been permitted to lie still till a more propitious 
time. Now, when the Ucformed preacher, Mr. 
Schlatter, came into this country, bringing with 
him from his directors important recommendations 
to our government, ho came to be greatly rcf^iKJcted 
by the rulers; he had also all posMble asM.stance 
rendered him in the sad revolutions and uproar 
of liis people,' and was pennitted to return to 
Holland with the very best recommendations. In 
Holland, the report concerning so many thousand 
liungry and perishing Itefurmed, young and old, 



I ICcT. Muhleiilor;; naya jCCl^O()(^ to whlcb amount it tcemf 
to have been vwellcJ in 1754, when be makes the statemcDt. 
See Hal. Xacb., pp. Of^O, GmT. 

' In the Mtrife occojiiuneJ in the congregation of Philadelphia 
hy tite intruMiun of Kev. Steincr. 
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WAi printocly ondy in a «)iort timo, a largo fiitul won 
ostablUhod. An excellent KngliNh preacher In 
Holland, named Thomson, tranHlatod tliU report 
into KngliHhy and publUlied it in Knglund and 
Scotland. After having attended to tliin matter, 
Hr. Schlatter returned to this country, and brouglit 
w'ith him six young preachers free of expense. In 
the meantime, this publication, trunHJatcd into 
English, was commended to the I'roprictary, ifr. 
Tenn, P>q., who now found convenient time to 
oorry out the project. lie, Mr. Tcnn, as I have 
been hero informed, handed in a mcmoriiil to His 
Miijesty, upon which His Majesty immediately 
gave one thousand pounds sterling. Her High- 
ness, the I'rincess of Wales, eight hundred pounds 
sterling, ond other of the dignitaries also as much, 
60 that, in a short time, quite a good fund had 
flowed together. Now, when the sad condition of 
things in this country had made it neix'ssary for 
Mr. Kfhlatter to visit Europe, ho was provided 
with recommendations from our governmiMit, and 
was very allectionately received in Lon<loii hy the 
] Voprietary ; and the Ucctorship over the Gernmns, 
with a fixed annual salary, was bcntowcd upon 
him. And as Mr. Schlatter had specified tho 
places where tho Englihh and (icrman free schools 
would, first of all, bo most needed, a writing from 
tho Directors in London was received here, in 
which our Governor, Judgo Allen, Land Secretary 
Peters, Messrs. Turner, Franklin, and Conrad 
Weiscr, were appointed and confirmed as Trustees 
and Managers to establish the free schools in York- 
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(own, hnnninU% Ui'iidinxtowti, New l(fltio%'i*r9 
hki|»|)adi, mid CfonliotiliopiK'ii, uii«l to retidcr Mr. 
Hclilutti^r iill tK)ii^ilfl4) UMniiiUi'o. and nupi^ort In 
tliiH writ!i% unioti;; othor thitif^^, it U orduini*<l 
tlint, at all tinicHy from four to »>ix ^-ounfc I^'rHcinif 
of tiiliMit from tiicHu frc*o ttchooU fliould Imvo tlio 
privilege of i^o'iug to the rnivcraity of OxfonI, 
there to study, otid aftenvardd to i^en-e th^r 
Fttthcrhiihl. From thin, it may bo seen that tho 
noblo imtroiiH arc euriieHtly intent on preparinp^ 
our (u'riimiiH to hecomu faithful suhjectH and good 
memberri of tho Chureh| which in highly i»ro{»er/'^ 
Am Mr. Schlatter wan the main originator of 
thi(« Hchool-Hchemo ; an a ]»r4»|KT knowledge of it is 
neccsHary to aid uh in underManding hi^ general 
Hpirit; and an ho Hpent a part of liis life in its 
management in tho olHt'o (»f iSuperintendent; it i.4 
proper here to prcNcnt a full account of it^i charac- 
ter, as it wa.H laid biforo the public by itn Jioard 
of Officers, in 17 ''.V 

** A brief hintory of the ii«o and progrew of tho 
eharitablo (society, carrying on by a society of 
noblemen and gentlemen in London, for the relief 
and iiiHtruction of poor GermanH and their de- 
gcendantf<, settled in JVunnylvania, &c., publi.shed 
for the information of thoHO whom it may eoncerni 
by James Hamilton, William Allen, Kiehard To- 



* Hill. Narti., |ip. i'ti'tt>, 001, 

'TliU iiitcriotiri;; dociiinvtit wa<( ptiMif^lipJ in pam|>liltit 
form, an«l aNo in the ** I'mntiylvnnia (lazotte" of Feb. ll'ith, 
1755. Wa quoto it from '* Jtupp's Hint, of Ikrks and Lelmnon 
Countioii." pp- -^^-H *'. 
•2:i 
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ters, Benjamin Franklin, and Conrad Woiscr, 
E^qnires, and tlio Kev. William Smitb, Trustees 
General, appointed for the management of the 
eaid charitable scheme. 

For several years past, the small number of 
Reformed Protestant ministers, settled arnon^ tho 
German emigrants in Pennsylvania, and finding 
tho han'est preat, but tho laborers few, liuvo been 
deeply atlectcd with a true Christian concern for 
the welfare of their distressed countrynien and tho 
salvation of their [irecions souls. In conse(|nenco 
of this, they liave, from tinjo to time, in the most 
solemn and movin;;: manner, entreated the ehurehes 
of ll<»llaiid to eommisenih) their unhappy fellow 
ClirihtinhM, who mourn under the deepe^t jillli<'ti(»n, 
bein^ Fettled in a remote corner of the world, 
wluTc the Ii;^ht of the Ciospc'l has but lately reached, 
and where they are very much dchtiluto of tliu 
means of knowledge an<l salvation. 

The churches of Holland, being accordingly 
moved with friendly compassion, did, from time to 
time, contribute to the support of religion in theso 
remote parts. But in the year 1751, a very mov- 
ing representation of their state having been mado 
by a person whose unwearied labors for the benctit 
of his dear countrymen have been for some yeara 
conspicuous, the states of Holland and West Fris- 
land granted 2000 guilders per annuniy for fivo 
years from that time, to be applied towards tho 
instruction of the said Germans and their children 
in Pennsylvania. A considerable sum was also 
collected in the city of AniKtenlam and elsewhere^ 
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and upon a motion made by tlie same zealous 
perison, tbe Kev. Mr. Thomson' was commissioned 
by the Synod of Holland and Classis of Amster- 
dam to solit'it tbe friendly assistance of tbe cburcbes 
of Khf^land and and Scotland. 

AV'iien Mr. Tbomson arrived in Great Britain, 
be found tbi* readiest eneouraircment amoui? per- 
sons of the iii^t ranky both in Ciiureb and State. 
It is the peculiar glory of the British goveniment, 
equally to consult the happiness of all who live 
under it, however remote, wherever born, or of 
whatsoever denomination. Wicked and inhuman 
tyrants, whos4) ambition is to rule over slaves, find 
it their interest to kerp tbe people ignorant. JSut, 
in a virtuous and free government like that of 
(ireat Ibitain the case is far otberwi»*e. I5y it.4 
very nature and hpirit, it desires every member of 
the community enlightened with Uhefiil knowledge, 
and especially the knowledge of tbe blessed (jos- 
pel, which contains the be.-t an<l mo«t powerful 
motives fur making good subjects as well as good 
men. Considered in this light, Mr. Thomson's 
desii'n could not fail to be encourasjed in our 
mother country, since it was evidently calculated 
to save a multitude of most industrious people 
from the gloom of ignorance, and qualify them for 
the enjoyment of all those privileges, to which it 
is now their good fortune to be admitted, in com- 
num with the happy subjects of a free l^rotcstant 
government. 

' Mr. T. is a miniNtcr of ono of the English churches in Am- 
itcrdaui, and a member of ituid Sjnod and Clossii. 
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Mr. Thomson having thus mado his business 
known in England, and prepared tho way for 
encouragement there, he, in the meantime, w*ent 
down to Scotland ; and, himself being known in 
that country, he represented the case to the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Church, then sitting at Edin- 
burgh, upon which a national collection was made, 
amounting to upwards of X1200 Ptcrlirig. Such 
an instance of generosity is one out of many, to 
show how ready that Church lias always been to 
contribute towards the advancement of Truths 
Virtuey and Freedom. 

Mr. Thomson, upon his return from Scotland, 
found that his pastoral duty called him back to 
Holland, lie saw likewise that it would be abso* 
lutcly necessary to have some person in London, 
not only to manage the moneys already collected, 
but also to solicit and receive the contributions of 
tho rich and the benevolent in England, whero 
nothing had yet been collocted, and where much 
might be hoped for. With this view, he begged a 
certain number of noblemen* and gentlemen of tho 



' The first members of this society were as follows, though 
we believe several are added this wiutcr, (1755,) whoso names 
have not jet been transmitted to us. 

The Right Hon. Earl of Shaftesbury, Earl of Morton, Earl 
of Finlatcr, and Lord Willoughby, of Parham. Sir Luke 
Schaub, and Sir Joshua Van Neck, Baronets. Mr. Commis* 
fcion Vernon, Mr. Chitly, and Mr. Fluddyer, Aldermen of Lon- 
don. John Biince, Robert Ferguson, and Nathaniel Paiee, 
E-qrs., of London. Rev. Benjamin Avory, L. L. D., R»»v. 
Thomas Birch, D.D., Rev. Mr. Caspar Wetstein, Rev. Mr, 
David Thomson, and Rev. Samuel Chandler, Secretary, 
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first rank to take the management of the design 
upon themselves. 

This proposal was readily agreed to by tho«e 
noble and worthy persons. They were truly con- 
cerned to lind that there were any of their fellow* 
subjects, in any part of the British dominions, not 
fully provided with the means of knowledge and 
salvation. Thov considered it a matter of the 
greatest importance to the cause of Christianity in 
general, and the Protestant interest in particular, 
not to neglect such a vast body of useful people, 
situated in a dark and barren region, with almost 
none to instruct them or their helpless children, 
who are coniini; forward in the world in multi* 
tudea, and exi»osed an easy prey to the total igno- 
rance of their savage neighbors on the one hand, 
and the corruption of our Jesuitical enemies, on 
whom they border, on the other hand; and of 
whom there are always, perhaps, too many mixe<l 
among them. Moved by these interesting con- 
siderations, the said noblemen and gentlemen, 
with a consideration peculiar to great and generous 
souls, did accordingly take the good design into 
their immediate pri»tcction, and formed themselvcf 
into a society for the efiectual management of it. 

The first thing said society did, was to agree to 
a liberal subscription among themselves ; and, 
ui»on laying the case before the king, His Majesty, 
like a true father of his people, granted XIOOO 
towards it. Her lloyal Highness, the Princess 
Dowager of Wales, granted €100; and the honor- 
able pri>|»rietor^ of this province, willing to concur 
2:] ^ 
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in every design for the ease and welfare of their 
people, generously engaged to give a considerable 
sum yearly for promoting the most essential part 
of the undertaking. From such a fair beginning, 
and from some hopes they reasonably entertain of 
a more public nature, the honorable doubt not of 
their being able to complete such a fund as may 
efibctually answer their pious design, in time 
coming. In the meantime, they have come to the 
following general resolutions with regard to the 
management of the whole. 

I. To assist the people in the encouragement of 
pious and industrious Protestant ministers that 
are or shall be regularly ordained and settled 
among the said Germans, or their descendants, in 
America; beginning first in Pennsylvania, where 
the want of ministers is greatest, and proceeding 
to the neighboring British colonies, as they shall 
be enabled by an increase of their funds. 

II. To establish some charitable schools for the 
pious education of German youths of all denomi- 
nations, as well as those English youths who may 
resiile among them. Now, as a religious education 
of youth, while the tender mind is yet open to 
every impression, is the most effectual means of 
making a people tvisej virtuous^ and happt/j the 
honorable society have declared that they have 
this part of their design, in a particular manner, at 
heart; it being chiefly from the care that shall be 
taken of the rising generation, that they expect 
the success of their whole undertaking. 

IIL The said honorable society, considering 
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that they reticle at too great a distance, cither to 
know what ministcm deserve tlieirencoura£:enient, 
or what places are most convenient to fix the 
schools in; and as they would neither bestow their 
bounty on any who do not deserve it ; therefore, 
they have devolved the general execution of the 
whole upon us, under the name of Truftfees General^ 
for the management of their charity among the 
(lernian emigrants in America. And as our resi- 
dence is in this province, where the chief body is 
settled, and where we may acquaint them with the 
circumstanci'S of the people, the generous society 
hope that we cannot be imposed upon or deceived 
in the direction or application of their excellent 
charity. 

IV. And lastly, considering that our engage- 
ments in other matters would not permit us j»er- 
sonally to consult with the people in the country, 
nor to visit the schools as often as it might be 
* necessary for their succesf, the honorable society 
have, out of their true fatherly care, appointe<l the 
liev. Mr. Schlatter, to act under our direction, as 
Visitor or Supervisor of the schools, knowing that 
he has already taken incredible ]»ains in this whole 
atiair, and being acquaiuted with the peo]ile in all 
parts of the country, can converse with them on 
the spot, and bring us the best advices from time 
to time, concerning the measures fit to be taken. 

This is a brief history of the rise and progress 
of this noble work of charitv, till it was committed 
to our management, under which we hope it ^liali 
be so conducted, as fully to an,swer the expectation 
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of the worthy Bocicty, and give all reason nblo 
satisfaction to the parties for whoso benefit it is 
intended. We shall spare no pains to inform our- 
selves of the wants and circumstances of the people ; 
as will appear by the following plan which we have 
concerted for the general examination of our trust, 
leaving room to alter or amend it, as circumstances 
shall require, and time discover defects in it. 

With regard to that part of the society's design 
which proposes the encouragement of pious pro- 
testant ministers, we shall impartially proportion 
the moneys set apart for this purpose, according to 
the instruction of the said society, as soon as such 
ministers shall put it in our power so to do, by 
making their labors and circuinHtanecH known to 
us, either by their own personal application, or by 
means of Mr. ISchlatter, or any other creditable 
person. 

As to the important article of establishing 
schools, the following general plan is proposed,'* 
which may bo from time to time, improved or per- 
fected. 

Ist. It is intended that every school to bo open4»d 
upon this charity, Hhall bo equally to the benefit of 
])roteHtant youth of all denominations; and tlioro- 
fore, the education will bo in such things as aro 
generally UKi>ful to advance industry and true god- 
liness. The youth will bo instructed in both the 
Knglish and German languages, likewise in writingi 
keeping of common accounts, singing of Psalms, 
jind the true principles of the holy protestant 
religion, in tho same manner as the iutliers of those 
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Germans were inHtrnctiM], at tho scliooU ia tbotio 
countries from whicli they came. 

2clly. As it may bo of great ftorvieo to religion 
and industry, to have Homo 8clioo1s for girls, al^o, 
wo bhall use our endeavors with the honorahlo 
society, to have some few fichool-mistre?^ses encour- 
aged, to teach reading, and the use of the needle. 
And though tliisi was no part (»f the original de.-'igii, 
yet as tho society have nothing but the general 
good of all at heart, we doubt not they will extend 
their benefaction for this charitable puri»o<c alM>. 

lidly. That all may bo induced, in their early 
youth, to seek the knowledge and love of God, in 
that manner which U most agreeable to their owu 
conscience, tho children of all prutestafit denomi- 
natioUH, Kiiglii^h and l>utrli, (iierman) hhall ho 
iuHtructed in cateehi>m of h)1iii<1 doctrine, whieli 
iri approved of and u.mmI by their own parents and 
ministers. All unreasonable ts(»rt of cnmpuUion 
and partiality in dim-tly opposito to the de-igii 
and i<!pirit i»f thi.n vhnritif^ whicli U generously 
undertaken to promote useful knowledge, truo 
religion, pul>lie peace, and Chrintian love, among 
all rankn and denominationii. 

4llily, For the use r»f tho hcIiooIm, tho nevoral 
catechismM that are now taui(bt among the (*alvin- 
ists, Lutherans, and other protectant denomina- 
tioiiH, will be ]irinted in Kngli.Oi and Dutch, 
(Gernuin) and distributed among the poor, together 
with Home other good books, at the expense of tho 
Hociety, 

ithly. In order that all parents mav bo certain 
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of having justice dono to thoir children, the imme- 
diate cure and inspection of every school will be 
committed to a certain number of sober ond 
respectable pcrsonsi living near the place where 
every such school shall be iixcd. These persons 
will be deiiominutcd AssUUmd or Deputy Tru»tee$; 
and it will be their business, monthly or quurtorlyi 
to visit that particular school lor which they are 
appointed, and sec that both master and scholars 
do their duty. It will also be their business to 
send an account of the state and progress of the 
schools, at every such visitation, to us us Trustees 
General. These accounts we shall transmit from 
rhiladclphia to the society in London ; and the 
society will from time to time be enabled, by these 
means, to lay the state of the whole schools In^foro 
the public; and thus charitable and well-<lispos(>d 
people, both in lireat Hritain iiud Holland, seeing 
the good use that has been made of their former 
contributions, will bo inclined to give still more 
and more for so glorious and benevolent an under- 
taking. 

This method cannot fail to be of great advantage 
to the schools, since the Deputy Trustees, being 
part of the very jKJOple for wliom the work is 
undertaken, and having their own children at the 
same schools, they must have vlh interest in the 
reputation of them, and do all in their power to 
advance good education in them. Uesides this, 
being always near at hand, they can advise and 
encouraifo the nuister, and help him over any 
diiliculties ho may meet with. 
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But, Ctlily. As the kcopinc; up a spirit of emula- 
tion amoii<; the youth is the life of all ftchooL^, 
therefore, that wo may leave as little room sx^ 
poHsihle for that remis^iieKH, which BometimeH hurtu 
charitieM of ' this iiaturoy we f^hall, as far as our 
situation will pcnnit, have a i»ersonal ro^ard to the 
execution of the whole. Aa the A8.*<i»tant Truiitccs 
may often want our a^lvice in reinovin^^ diilicultiea 
and making new roiculations wo Hhall so contrive 
it« that Mr. Schlatter nhall ho present with thotn 
at their quarterly nieetini^M, to consult with tlicin, 
anil concert the proper mea.^ures to he taken. 
Ih'.sitle.H this, we hhall have one ^en<Tal visitation 
of the whole hcIiooIh every year, at which one or 
more of uh hIiuII endeavor to he present. On the.-o 
oe<'aNi(»nM, Hueh rei^ulations nhall he made as niay 
he wanted; and cari'l'ul inquiry will he ma<lo 
whether any part^nts think tlM'niMdves injured, hy 
any unjust exclusion of their children from an 
equal henelit of the commiui charity, or hy tho 
]uirtiality of the masters or otherwise. At kucIi 
visitations, hooks will he ^iveii as rewards and 
encouragement, to tho dili;^ent and deserving 
scholars. The masters will likewise have proper 
marks of c>teem bhown them in proportion to 
their fidelity and industry in the discarge of their 
office. 

7tldy. With regard to the numher of schools to 
he opened, that will depend partly on the encour* 
agement given hy the people themselves, and partly 
on tho increase of the society's fumls. A consider- 
ahle numher of places are prop(»sed to fix bchoola 
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in ; but none aro yet absolutely determined upon, 
but New Ilanovery New Providence, and Reading.' 
Tiiese places were first fixed upon, because the 
people of all persuasions, Lutherans, Cnlvinintii, 
and other ProtCKtants, moved with a pious and 
fatherly concern for the illiterate state of tlu^ir 
helpletts children, did, with true Christian harmony, 
present their petitions, praying that their numerous 
children of all denominations in these parts, might 
be made the common object of the intended 
charity. And for this benevolent purpose, they 
did further agree to ofter school-houses in which 
their children might be instructed together, as dear 
fellow Christian?, redeemed by the same comnion 
Lord and Saviour, and travelling to the same 
heavenly country, through this valley of tears, not- 
withstanding they may sometimes take roads a 
little diUcrent in points of smaller moment. 

This striking example of unanimity and good 
agreement among all denominations, wo hope 
will bo imitated by those who shall afterwards 
apply to us for fixing schools among them; since 
it is only upon the aforesaid generous ])lan for the 
common benefit of all, that wo find ourselves 



I Sinco tho ori;;innl puMiciition, pntitionn lifivo boon noni to 
tlio Trustees Gciiernl, from Upper Sulfort, from Vineont town* 
■hip, in ClioHtor county, from the borough of LaneiiNtor, from 
Tulpohocken, and several oth«'r plaroH, all which will ho eon* 
•idcrcd as soon as posMible. Feb. 25, 17.'>5. — Penna. (htztlle. 

Note. — Schools were also established in 17r>n, benide!! 
the places mentioned, at Lancaster, York, and serernl other 
places. 
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empowered to in8tituto such Fchools. But while 
the petitions are agreeable to this, our plan, as |[ 

now explained, they will not be overlooked, as ; 

lon;( as the funds continue. And if the petitioners 
fihull recomniend mrhoohnaHterH, as wan the ca^e at 
Now Hannover, New Providence, and Heading, ] 

stich HchoohnaHterH will have the preference, pro- \ 

vided they are men of nuflicient probity and know- 
ledge, agreeable to all partie.^, anil acquainted with 
both the KngliHh and Duteh (German) languages, 
or willing to learn either of these language:?, which 
thcyniay not then be perfectly acquainted with. 

These are essential qualifieatioiiH; and unless 
the generous societj* had made provision for teach- 
ing Knglish as well as Duteh, (German) it would 
not have answered their benevolent design, which 
is to quality the Germans for all the advantage's of 
native Knglish subjects. I5ut this could not have 
been done, without giving them an op[»ortunity of 
learning Knglish, by speaking of which they may 
expect to rise to places of profit and honor in the 
country. Tln»y will likewise be thereby enabled 
to buy or Hcll to the greater advantage in our 
markets, to understand their own causes in courts 
of justice, where pleadings are in Knglish, to know 
what is doing in the country around them, and, in 
a wonl, to judge and act entirely for them>elvcs, 
without being obliged to take things upon the 
word of others, whose interest it may be to deceive 
and mislead them. 

We have only further to add, that having thus 
published, in our names, a true and faithful account 
24 
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of tho rise and progress of this cxccllont charity, 
down to the present time, we hope it will candidly 
be received as such, and prevent many wrong con- 
jectures and insinuations, that might otherwise 
have been made, if we had not given this genuine 
and necessary information concerning it. From 
the foregoing plan it plainly appears, that as tho 
chief management is in tho people thenoselvcs, it 
must be entirely their own faults, if ihcuQ schools 
do not become tlie greatest blessing to many gene- 
rations, that ever was proposed in this country. 
Such, and ho benevolent are tho designs of this 
new society ! 

And surely, now, we may bo permitted in tlieir 
name, to address you, countrymen and fellow 
Ciiristians, for whose benefit the great work is 
undertaken ! We cannot but entreat you to con- 
sider of what importance such a scheme must be 
to you, and your children after you. We are 
unwilling to believe that there are any persons 
who do not heartily wish success to a design so 
pious and benevolent. But, if, unhappily for them- 
selves, there should be any such among us, we are 
bound in charity to suppose they have never yet 
reflected that, whilst they indulge such wishes, 
they arc in fact acting a part, plainly repugnant 
to tho interests of liberty, true religion, and even 
of human nature. 

Mankind in general are, perhaps, scarcely raised 
more by their nature above the brutes, than a niun 
well instructed above the man of no knowledge or 
education; and whoever strives to keep a people 
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in ignorance, mnst certainly harbor notions or 
designs that are unfavorable, either to their civil 
or religious liberty. For whilst a people are 
incapable of knowing their own interests, or 
judging for tliemsclves, they cannot be governed 
by free principles, or by their own choice; and 
though they should not be immediate slaves of the 
government under which they live, yt-t they must 
bo slaves or dujiCH to those whoise counsels thi»y arc 
obliged to have rccour>c to, and follow blindly on 
all occasionH, which U the niont dishonorable 
Bjiecies of slavery. 

Ihit on the other hand, a desi;;n for instrtictiiig 
a people, and adorning the minds of tlair ehildri'U 
with useful knowledge, can carry nothing in it but 
what is friendly to liberty, and auspicious to all 
the most sacred interests of mankind. 

Were it otherwise, why are so many of tlio 
greatest and best men, both of the British and the 
German nations, engaged in the undertaking? 
Why have they, as it were, stooped from their high 
spheres, and even condescended to beg from house 
to house, in order to promote it I Is not all this done 
with the glorious intention of relievins: vou from 
distressful ignorance that was like to fall upon you ? 
Is it not done with a view to call you up to all the 
advantages of free and enlightened subjects, capa- 
ble of thinking and acting for yourselvc»s ? And 
shall they call you in vain? God forbid! If, by 
any infatuation, you should neglect the Tneans of 
kno\vle<lge and eternal happiness now oHcrcd you, 
thiuk ttcriously what must be the cousequeuce. 
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You will 1)0 accountablo in tho sight of Almighty 
God, not only for your own sad negligence, but 
for all that misery and slavery which you may 
thereby entail upon your hapless ofi^pring to tho 
latest generations. Your very names will bo held 
in abhorrence by your own children, if, for tho 
want of instruction, their privileges should either 
be abridged hero, or they should fall a prey to tho 
error and slavery of our restless enemies. 

But, on the contrary, if proper instructions are 
begun now, and constantly carried on among you, 
no dcriign can ever be hatched against your reli« 
gion or liberties, but what you shall quickly bo 
able to discover and defeat. All the arts of your 
enemies will bo of no avail to sever you from your 
true interests as men and a.s rrotestaMts. You 
shall know how to make the true use of all your 
noble privileges, and instead of moving in a dry 
and barren land, where no water i.*, you and your 
posterity shall flourish from age to age, in all that 
is valuable in human life. A barren region shall 
be turned into a fruitful country, and a thirsty 
land into pools of water. Tho wilderness and 
solitary place shall be glad through you, and tho 
desert shall rejoice and blossom as the rose. Isa. 85. 

That you may soon bo placed in these happy 
circumstances, shall be our continual endeavor, as 
it is our sincere prayer. But if ever you hope to 
be so, or to transmit the glorious privileges of 
Protestants and Freemen to your jiosterity, wo 
must obsen'e, that in this time of danger, (when a 
Popish enemy has advanced far into our country, 
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even to yoar very doors,) it becomes yon to bo 
extreme) V jealous for your safety. It becomes yoa 
to exert yourselves for the calm enjoyment of that 
religion, for the sake of which you crossed the 
stormy ocean and encountered the horrors of the 
desert. It becomes you to secure your children 
the full and free pos9es<tion of these fair seats, 
which your own hands have formed out of the vast 
wilderness. Whatever unfavorable notions you 
may apprehend the government at home may 
have fallen into concerning your conduct, on 
account of the great distance, you may now be 
sure, that while you do your duty as good subjects, 
wo shall at all times present you in the most 
impartial light to the honorable Society of Lon- 
don ; and as this Society consists of some of the 
best and greatest men of the Kiiglish nation, who 
have generously taken you and all your concerns 
under their protoclion, they will always be glad to 
receive you in kind and accoptable tenns, to tlie 
countenance of our nuK^^t ♦'racious Soverei<cn. 
]{y order, and in behalf of the Trustees (icneral. 

William Smith, Secretaiy. 

IMaddphia, Feb. 25M. IT^i^." 

Such was the Imsis of this Fchemc of cliarity 
schools, of which Mr. Schlatter was to liavc the 
supervision, laboring first for its introduction 
where it seemed most needed, and then visiting 
and watching over the schools so established. 

It wai» felt also that for its succe.-sful intnwluc- 
tion and advancement the inilueuce of the prcbS 
24* 
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was necessaiy. The society determined to estab- 
lish a press, and publish a paper, to be devoted to 
the service of the scheme. *^ A press for the Ger- 
man langua<i^e was established in Philadelphia city 
as early as 1755, and probably before that time, at 
the expense of a society in London, formed for the 
benevolent purpose of promoting religious know- 
ledge among the German emigrants in Pennsyl- 
vania. School-books and religious tracts in the 
German language were printed at this press ; and, 
in order to convey, with the greater facility, poli- 
tical and other information to the German citizens, 
a newspaper was published at the establishment. 
It was printed by Anthony Armbruster. Tlio Ite- 
verend Dr. "William Smith, Provost of the college 
at Philadelphia, was agent for tljc Knglish Society, 
and had the direction of the ])rcss and of the news- 
paper.'** This paper was continued for some y4»ars; 
as we find it still in existence in 17/>K,'^ and was the 
means of bringing its editor into some trouble as 
we shall hereafter see. 

These schools were to bo conducted, as will bo 
seen, on strictly religious princi[jles. Not only 
were the schoolmasters to instruct the youth **in 

> Thomas's History of Printing. Soo also Colonial Kecords, 
Tol. viii. p. 430. Here Mr. Smith is mentioned as *' being one 
of the Trustees under an honorable private society in London, 
for maintaining charity schools to instruct Germans in Penn- 
sylvania ; and to that end, having the care and direction of 
a printing-press to furnish them with a newspaper and other 
matters in their own language." 

* Col. Kccords, vol. viii. p. 4o9. 
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catechisms of sound doctrine,'* in *^ singing of 
Psalms, and the true principles of the holy Pro- 
testant relijuion," hut ministers were also employed 
to give still more decidedly religious instruction. 
"Twelve Calvinist ministers," eays Ilev. Chandler 
of London, in his Keport 1700, " are employed as 
cateehistH to instil into their youthful minds tho 
doctrines of our Kerormed religion, for which ser- 
vice jC107 Htcrling have hecn appropriated, each 
one receiving tho portion due to his merits, as de- 
tonnined hy our American DirectorrJ." Thesjo 
twelve were (ierman Itcformed ministers. There 
is an allusion to this rendering of service by IJev. 
John Waldschmidt, 1 'resident of Ctetus in tho 
year 17r>l). In transmitting the acts of Catus to 
Holland, he adds, at the close of his letter: "Last 
year wo made no mention of the bounty of tho 
London Society, nor sent a list. At the time our 
('cctns met, during tho past year, we had received 
nothing; and immediately after, the Uev. rrofe.^sur 
Smith, the Secretary of the Hoard of ])irectors, 
having gone to Kngland, was prevented from 
giving the unnual charity to some of us. Never- 
theless, this year, lie j^aid each of us both what 
remained and the usual annuity. But the amounts 
for the two years past were just the same as in the 
beginning: except that IJev. Alsentz, who was 
added to our number, and thus became a sharer 
in tho bounty of the most noble London Society 
in tho sum of eight pounds per annum, Pennsyl- 
vania currency.*' 
It may seem Btrange that tho civil authorities of 
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England, devoted to the Rngliflh Churehi 8hould 
take such an interest in tlio religious education of 
Protestants diflcring so widely from them in some 
points. To explain this it must bo remernbered, 
that while thcHo donors give abundant evidence of 
true Christian fooling, they wore also actuated 
very largely by political considerations. The ovi- 
dence on which this remark rests will appear as 
our history progresses. 

It was very early feared that the immense emi- 
gration of Germans into Pennsylvania might givo 
them an influence that needed to be watched by 
those in civil power. In 1727, Hon. James Logan 
suggested the jiropriety of restraining tlioHO emi- 
grations; and exprcHses his foars that if it is not 
done ''these colonics will, in time, bo lost to the 
crown !" lie was a true prophet. In another let- 
ter he says, " the numbers from Germany at this 
rate will soon produce a German colony hero, and 
perhaps such a one as Britain once received from 
Saxony in the fifth century.*'* 

Still later, before and after the year 175Q, the 
political importance and influence of the Germans 
was much felt by the civil authorities and they 
were ihuch Hpoken of in the publications of the 

■ WntMon'i AnnalA of Philndclphia, vol. ii. p. 2ri.'>.— A liook 
that coiituinii a rich fund of intuiiHoly intrrrNtin;; hiHtoricnl 
imitter pcrtiiiiiinf; to tho "ohlcn time/' How often have wo 
iiiwnnUy thanited tho author for theno "quaint and curiouii 
vohniK-s of half-fi)rpitton lore/' Their charm wiU iiHTe.'is(\ 
insten 1 of diminishin;;, as tho carljr history of our State fades 
back into the dim distant past. 
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day, Tho anti-war and peace-loving Quaker* 
having tho control in tho rrovincial Aflsetnhly, 
tho governors found it diflieult to curry tfuch nira- 
nurcn an tlieir fcurn cuuhimI them to ri*;card nercn- 
Hary in tho way of military Hafcguardrf u^ain^t tho 
moh.'ntationM and encroadimentK of the Krenilu 
VariouM atteni|»tM were made to ehantro tlie cha- 
ra<'ter of the ANsrndily hy keeping out the (juakerii. 
Ihit the (iennanH in their <|uict rural retreat.^ and 
naturally averHi* to war, Hymi»atlii/«cd with their 
[leaee-loving ncighhor.<4, and lent their inlluence to 
keep the (iuakern in iM>wer. Mr. C. Saur^, who 
puhlinhed a very widely cireulated (ferman paper^ 
favored the cause of the Friend.**, and influenced 
the (lermanH in their favor. ** From nuch cau-en/* 
BayH Mr. Wharton in 17;Vi, ** they came down in 
Hhoals to vote, and carrv all hefore thetn. The had 
elfects of these suceesse** of the (Jermans will pro- 
hahly he felt through many generations ! Instead 
of a peaceahle, industrious people as hefiirc, they 
are now grown insolent, sullen and turhulent, — in 
some counties threatening even the lives of all who 
oppose their views, heeausc they are taught to re- 
gard goverimiont and slavery as ono atid the same 
thing. All who are n<»t of their party they eall 
*(jl(»venior*s men,' and themr«elves thev deem 
Htroiig enough to nuiko the country their own ! 
Indeed, they <'onie in in HUeh force, hay upwaiils 
of five thousand in the la-^t year, I see not hut tliey 
may soon \n* ahle to give us law and language too, or 
else, hy joining the French, eject all the Kngli>h.*'* 



' Sec Watsoi/n Anoals, vol. ii. p. Z'}G. 
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The espousal of the side of the Friends on the 
part of the Germans, exposed them to suspicion 
and misrepresentations in another direction. They 
were accused of having Romanizing tendencies. 
It was published in English journals, that hosts of 
Jesuit priests had been sent in among them by the 
French, to win them to the Romish faith, and thus 
to the side of the French, and that great success 
was attending these proselyting eflbrts. These 
reports even reached the ears of the Fathers in 
Holland, awakening their earnest solicitations for 
the firm Protestantism of the American brethren ; 
and causing them to make speedy inquiry into the 
truth or falsehood of the rumor. This callod forth 
a prompt reply from Cu'tus through Rev. William 
Stoy, in 17«G0: "Moreover, from your letters, 
Venerable Fathers, especially from those of the 
Classis, we perceive that our condition has been 
exhibited to you under an exceediiiji^ly had and 
gloomy as[ieet, on account of the Tapi-sts rushing 
in hither. Whence that rumor comes, we do not 
know ; but be assured it is utterly false. None of 
us are acquainted with many priests, and no one 
on these shores passes over readily to the camjjs 
of the priests. In Europe, it is often done for the 
sake of advantage ; but in these lands, no advan- 
tage accrues to apostates. Wo know of only one 
Jesuit in the whole of Pennsylvania. Of French 
Je-uits wo know none at all ; and they will not be 
endured so long as wo have not to bear the French 
yoke. Indeed, what few Catholics there are here, 
by the use of the saered Scriptures, which, for the 
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moHt party tlioy Iiavo in tbcir hands as others, are 
rcudorcd more intelligent.'* This is the first time, p 
so far an wo know, that the German Keformed 
Church in America was called to account for 
supposed Romanizing tendencies. 

As early as 1754, wo find an address sent in to 
Governor Morris, signed by thirty-one German 
ministers and laymen, with Mr. Schlatter at the 
head of the li>t, declaring their innocence against 
the ful::e accui^ations ^*of bome spirit, we will not 
determine what name to give him, 1 King?, xxi. 
21, 22, who accused us very publicly, both hero 
and in England." After expressing their great 
8ati>faction with the **mild goverumeiit," their 
gratitude for the many advantages they enjoy 
under its just administration, and referring to the 
fact that ^Miot one single instance can be pr4)ved 
of di>loyalty,** they say with emphasis: **]Iow, 
therefore, can any man of due reas<in think, much 
less say, that this same people were iiiclinctl to 
submit themselves again under a liomish slavery 
upheld by a French king?"' 

I Archives of Ponn., vol. ii., p. 201, 2<)2. See also p. C47. 
This address, iiith the (joveriior^tf reply, and an cxplaoatorj 
introduction, was publiHlied in German and Kn^^Iish ** to the 
intent,'' sa^'s Henry AutC8, a pnmiiiient Keformed man, **that 
our Prote^tant country people mi^ht see all our reasons and 
motives to our action." In his replj', the Governor says: ** I 
think this, your address, comes in It very needful and due 
time. I tako it very will of you to ofier your ufT'ctionate 
uddrort to me at tiiix time, in behalf of yourfelvc"* :;iid y(»ur 
countrymen. I can holicvc that you do not intend t*) j.tin any 
foreign king, especially with the king of France, against the 
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The letter which bore these reports to England, 
and which was published in the London Evening 
AdvertiieVf and also afterwards printed in pamphlet 
form, was attributed to William Smith, Provost of 
the Philadelphia College, and Secretary of the 
Trustees of the Charity school fund. "lie pro- 
posed to remedy all the evils of which he com- 
plained, by stripping the Quakers and their parti- 
sans, the Germans, of political influence." lie 
suggested the passage by Parliament of certain 
acts, which remind one of another spirit than we 
wot of now, and which were as well calculated to 
awaken indignation then, as the reading of thorn 
now is a source of amusement. The wisdom 
referred to, which was to be turned into law, runs 
thus: "1. That all members of Assembly should 
take the oaths of allegiance, and subscribe a dechi- 
ration that they would not refuse to dcfeud their 
country against His Majesty's enemies," AV^hich 
w*ould at once have cleared the Assembly of 
Quakers, who arc conscientiously opposed to oaths 
and war. "2. Tliat the right of the Germans to 
vote for members of Assembly should bo suspended 
until they had aiMjuircd a competent knowledge of 
the Kndish lanixuai^e and the Provincial Constitu- 

tcndtr goTcrnmcnt of Grcnt Rritain. And as there liavo bvcn 
rcpurU spread a^^ainst your country people to that effect, both 
here and id Enj^land, I ^ill do my best endeavor to deface the 
same, both in England and here, and promise also to protect 
your German Protestants by the privile;;e8 of this Province to 
the utmost of my power, and hope that my administration in 
tiiis government will be to the glory of God and the public 
welfare." See J. D. Jiiipp, in Get. lief. Mess, Oct, 18, 1848. 
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tion ;*' which shows that the knowledge of English 
is absolutely tieccs«iary to correct voting. ^' 3. That 
ProtChtunts, ministers, and schoohnasters, should 
bo settled among them, to reduce them into 
regular congregations; to instruct them in the 
nature of free government, the purity and value 
of the I^rotestant faith; and to bind them to the 
province by a common language, and the conscious- 
ncHS of a common interest" Which shows that 
the writer liad quite as much need of instruction 
"in the nature of free government" as those for 
whose interests lie seeks such arbitrary legislation. 
"4. That all law-writings should be void, unless 
made in the English tongue ;*' which .shows either 
that ho did not wish them to understand these 
writings, or was desirous of stimulating them to 
learn the orthodox English tongue. "5. That no 
newspapers, almanacs, or other periodical paj^er, 
written in a foreign language, bhould be printed 
or published, unless accompanied by an English 
version ;*' which crowns this series of nonsensical 
propositions, "ij. That further importations of 
(Jernians should be prohibited ;" which shuU down 
the gates to prevent farther evil ! 

It is Hoarccly nece.-sary to say that Parliament 
did not entertain the ridiculous propositions of this 
document. Having been laid before the provincial 
Legislature, "they voted that it contained wicked 
calumnies against numbers of sober and valuable 
inhabitants, and infamous, libellous, false, and 
scandalous assertions against the two branches of 
the Legislature." Smith was arrested, and brought 
25 
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before the house; and want of suf&eient proof 
that he was the author of the letter — though all 
believed him guilty— alone prevented severe nieas« 
ures being taken against hini.^ 

Mr. Smith also published matter in the German 
newspaper devoted to the furtherance of the charity 
school scheme, which proved offensive to the 
Assembly.* One object in view in the establii^h- 
ment of this paper, as we have seen, was ^'to 
convey, with greater facility, political nnd other 
information to the German citizens." This "po. 
litical information" was of course such as favored 
the "governor's party" against the policy of the 
Assembly; showing plainly how this *' charity" 
was made to hide under it a multitude of political 
considerations. 

We find, too, that Mr. Wharton, of riiiladclphiJi, 
in 17*>5, propos4>s that the "wrong bius" and the 
general " stubborn genius and ignorance" of the 
Germans " bo softened by education," and to this 
end, he proposes " that faithful iVotestant ministers 
and schoolmasters should bo supported antong 
them." Still farther, coinciding fully it seems 
with the wisdom of Mr. Smith, he thinks "their 
children should be taught the English tongue ; 
the government in the meantime should suspend 
the right of voting for members of Assembly ; and 
to incline tliem the sooner to become Knglish in 
education and feeling, we should compel them to 

I See Gordon's Ilistt. of Pcnna., p. 228, 229. See al«u Ilazar J'i 
Register, vol. i., p. 177. 
* Watson's Annali, vol. ii. 230, 257. 
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Tnakc all bonds and other \ega\ writings in Englisli ; 
and allow no newspaper or almanac to be circa- 
lated among tliem, unless also accompanied by the 
En jrli>li thereof."' 

These are snflicient indices of the general feeling 
at the time, roigning in the mind^^ of certain legal 
leaderfi, to enable us to understand at least one 
clement that lay at the fitiindation of this charity 
school Feheme. Instead of resiorting to hiieh harsh 
and oppressive measures as those Fngge-^ted by 
h5iuith and Wharton, it was more wisely con<-lndcd 
to sreuro the inflnenec of the Cierrnans, by such 
mild measures of kindness as tho-e maniK^ted in 
getting up the school fund. So far as it was 
poliey, till! Kngli.**h and the I'roprietary govern- 
ments etMild not Well liave hit upon ono more 
likely to Hticeeed than to fall in with th<$ benevolent 
hibors of lIollan<l and other parts of the continent, 
in laboring for the religions education of the 
(fcrmans. Xor could they have committeil the 
HUperint(?ndeney to better hands than those of Mr. 
Hehlatter, who was at the time the ruling f^pirit in 
the Reformed church in this country, and whose 
iiitlncnoc was highly important to a successful 
prosecution of tlie work. 

l*aul Hays: "Kvery way, whether in pretence or 
in truth, Christ is preached, I therein do rejoice, 
yea, and will rejoice." In like manner, may wo 
rejoice in tliis .school Fcheme; for though it was a 
false alarm that opened the way for the success of 
Hclilatter*s appeal into England, and the greater 

' Sec C'ol. Kccc»rili«, vol. viii. pp. 11-17. 4*8. 
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part of tho fumU was contributed from tnotivcH of 
political advantaico, in annwcr to tlio ulurrn of 
)^'in>c propliets, yet under tho guidance of that 
wonderful Providence which always echiecfl fi:ood 
from evil, it was made a Messing to tliouHands of 
Germans in Pennnylvania. 

The Kpirit of political policy in wliich tliirt f«ehomo 
rested, and wliich it was ultiinat«»ly to Huhncrvo 
according to the wihIich of its Knglish or nntish 
patronfiy did not go undiscovered. Home sliarp- 
eighted Germans, and chief among tlicm waH Mr. 
C. Saurs, the energetic JMitor of the very influ- 
ential German paper published at Germantown, 
who, though much of a demagogue, was not 
always on the wrong side. He seems to have seen 
in it a scheme to strengthen the old party, which 
sought to baniOi Quaker influence from the pro- 
vincial Assembly, by winning tho Germans to 
itself through benevolence and kindness. He set 
liimself against it, as having been called into exist- 
ence by exiiggerttte<l representations of the igno- 
rance of the Cicrmans,^ dishonorable to those who 

' With reference, no doubt to Smith, Wharton, and perhaps 
to Chandler, all of whom spoke of tho i^noranro of the 
Oermanf in Tery nwrepin;; terms, and repreitented them, on 
account of thifi, as dan^^erous to tho ;;<»vernment— an nhirm 
for which there was liulo or no fcround, as the JVovinco hud no 
clfixens more peaeeiihle — a NUNfdeion, moreover, which would 
never have ariNen, had not tho votes of the (iermnnN fiiMen on 
tlio Mt) of tho peaoedovih|( C^ialcers. This was not tho litst 
time in the history of our country witen thoHo out ttf jfunr 
saw that tho country was In dtin^cer in tlio liands of tliono in 
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mnrlo anil believed tlio rqKirt^ and diMionorin;; 
thofM) to whom ihoy pertuineiL Ho naw^ or thought 
ho MinV| in it a trick and a 0naro-*ho iiotinded the* 
alarm witli oarncMt (icrinun voice, and tliero wore 
thouMnndi4 of (Scrmanfi in the Province who hoard 
and hdicvcd hiii word^J iCight or wron^, thiti 

iStfoTiil. llcMj. fill. vii. 21*1. Tho folluwin;; Irtlcr it ftlto 
liAro in \thu't*t H'lilrli, WaiHc it throw* li^lit on ioreral point*, 
%ro Kivo f*iitir<*. It wtin writt<.*n in (ffrniAn — tli4? translation 
liAM tci*n uiti'lf) liy J. I>. Kiipp, Kvj., and pulilt^hcd in Gcr. Kvf. 
Mcii«. Nov. i:>tli, IHH. 

*' fSerinantown, Sept Gtb, 1755. 
Mb. C*o!vraii Wciscr: 

Uruivcii Friend: --Your accfptable letter I rfccifcJ hy the 
licarer, and throu;;h him, have replied. Since then, it han 
occurred to nio, nrhether it in truljr no that Gilbert, Tennant, 
fsi'hhttfr, W'UiTA, llumilton, Turner, Shifipen, Smith, Franklin, 
MiififrtiUt'f/, nruniihult/., llandiichuh, have the leapt regard for 
tho <i'*rmtinfi of IVnnp^lvnnia, an actuallj to »eek to convert 
them ; or whether the estahlinhin^; of free schooln, ii not 
rathiT d<>i|;iHMl to mtvo an a foundation upon which ti 
eHtiililiNh the thruldom of the (uTnianM, no that each of thvui 
may ureiiru Imm fnnjHt.i tjritwUur, or own private intm'Kt. 

Touching llumilton, IVtrr*, AII<*n, TurniT, Ship|»en, and 
Franklin, J know viry well that th^jeare little ahout reli;;ion, 
inurh h'Hn ahout improvin;; tlio Oerman« ; no farth'.r than tho 
ntupid ilrrinnUH eouhl he u^ed an militia-men to protect their 
property. For nuch perpiomi know not what faith i^, or what 
it irt lo eonlide In <<od. Their wealth U their <ii>d; and they 
are mortilled that they cannot compel the people to protect their 

(io«lit, 

Tennant, Indeed, may Indieve that hit reli;;i'in it tho In'^ts 
und, If ho Could hy lh<t aid of Sfihiffrr hrin;; it to paM, that 
the tlermnni* wouM he otdi|V*d to i«u|»|iort Kn;;li>«h preaehen* in 
J'hlladelphia, and aid In makin,^ |»olifihed mr-n in Jf^mry^ 
Tennant would j^ain honor, and i^' hhit^tr tfeure him«(df % 
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influcneoeverywhcrehindcred tho free introduction, 
and crippled the energies of the school scheme. 

livelihood. The Ocrmnni, to ploaie their benefactors, would 
choose lUmilton, Peters, Shippen, Allen, Turner, etc., etc., to 
tho Affsembly. They, Aided hy R. 11. M., would pA88 a militia 
law, esitablishin*; n rp;;ulnr soldiery — > secure n filed salary for 
ministers and school m alters. And then it will not be requisitC| 
in future, to write bcfrpng letters to Halle, of which they hare 
afterwards to bo ashamed, and bo viewed as liars, if sent back 
to this country. Fiat! Wy this means every obj«?ct is secured, 
and there is no better pretext than the ;>'x>r Gcrmnna I 

I reside hero very publicly, and have an opportunity of 
hearing; the opinions of many. One snys: '1 am conscientious 
in regard to having; my cliildren taught at tho expetiNO of tho 
public charity, Wcauso I do not stand in need of sueh aid, for 
I can pay myself.' Others say; 'Wh«TO so many difTerenl 
kinds of children meet, they mutually learn some evil thinf^s 
fr(»m each otiier, rather than )c«Nid. I will tench my own 
children to read and write ; and I am sorry that other children 
should asNociate with mine.' Others nfi^ain say : * If (Jerman 
children learn to speak Knglish, and have intercourse with 
others, they then doMiro to be dressed according to English 
fashions ; and parents have a great deal of trouble to get such 
foolish whims out of their heads.' Some others say: 'We, 
the poor people, derive no advantage from the benefaction of 
the king and the Society ; for unless there be a school-houso 
erected every ten miles apart, or a schoolmaster employed, it 
is no benefit to the poor; for if a child has to go a greater 
distance than five miles to and from a school, the distance will 
bo too groat to go in the morning and return in the evening ; 
for poor people cannot afford to pay boarding for their children, 
and supply thorn with the necessary clothing so as to appear 
respectably among tho higher claMses in life; consefjuently, 
these schools are intended for the wealthy only.' They would 
bave the poor people petition still to their temporal and eternal 
injury. 

I h:;vo read an English book treating on tho Principles of 
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Tho opposition againi^t this Bchcmo seems to 
have been strongest among the Ueformed, no 
doubt becatido it was introduced more immediately 
through this channel, and osten!»iblj under its 
auspices. Even Mr. Schlatter got into ill repute 
in some quarters, as it seems on account of his 
connection with it. 

An eftort, made in tho Sprinj[^ of 1755, to esta- 
blish a Hcliool on tiie basis of this r^cheme at New 
Hanover, now called tlio Trappo, furnishes a npe- 

FnMiimxiiiiry, ttiiril r<liti(»n, |iritit<*<l in Kn;;Iiin(J: in which I 
fifiiiitl principh'M ii'lvritu to the kin{;«loni ofJvnixit Chridt; jt*a, 
a eiiiii|>h;to |ir«ihil)ition of it: and tho 9uy\*nTtvr* offreo vchtmli 
sro Worpihiiifiil MiintiTii, Wiirth'UPi, ami l><'ncunii — MUfifMHicr* 
and |ti)hinf nf Maxonrjr. !>•• you L<;li(;ve thrj havo anything 
cNo C!X<'«'|»t thf'ir own intrri'At in viowf 

If Mr. /itlily p^iiUii^nyn, I will th^n cauft'nn that I am in an 
error; for if thi^y would wijth to circuumcribc the Ixiundi of 
notttarianinm, /uhly wouhJ form ono cxci'ption to a th<'U«and. 
Bat I fear you art* afraid of them ; for the pamphlet contains 
a period which reads: * There is nothimj, thcij (the Quakers) 
more fear than to see the Girmana jmy any regard to rejular 
fninis/crs. Whenerer they know auyswh minister on y*x/ trrms 
with his j)eopfe, they immediately attack his character by means \ 

of this printer, and distress him by diridiny his Cftnyreffation, j 

and enrourayiny cayabond and pretewUd preachers, tehom they 
every now and t/wn raise up — this serves a double end* 

If I coni)idcr the foundation of Masonry, as contained in 
their writin;:^, which a certain goldsmith, a Mason, lent to 
Siron, and he lent to mc, I do not know how to estimate Pmf. f 

Smith'fl culo;;y on tho Author of the book entitled: ' The Life \ 

ef God in the lj}Vt of Mttn^ except as something politically , 

designed to answer a diflcrcnt purpose. May the Lord over- \ 

rule all to his honor. | 

C. Sahs." 

( 

I 
I 
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cimon of this opposition. Ilov. Mr. MuTilcnborfj:, 
in a letter' to Provost Sinit)), the Secretary of the 
Trustees of the school fund, says : " It is known 
that the chief nicnihers of our congrcgatiDii in Xew 
Hanover laid first of all their hunihle petition he- 
forc the Honorable Trustees General, ollering their 
school-house in an impartial manner for a free- 
school according to the Charitable Scheme and 
plan ; for the children of every Protestant persua- 
sion. The Honorable Trustees pleased to answer, 
they would generously comply with our request, 
and grant a free-school, provided the Calvinists 
^vould join with us, and send in their petition also. 
AVe had a public meeting with the Calvinist Mi- 
nisters and the Elders, and agreed handsomely as 
it seemed, and as by their underwritten petition, 
and my relation, plainly appears. Soon after our 
joining and agreeing, the Kcv. Mr. Schlatter caiuo 
up to New Hanover and delivered a sermon re- 
lating to the Charitable Scheme. His people be- 
gan to whisper and murmur, and part of them say- 
ing: "they would have nothing to do with the 
free-school, if Mr. Schlatter had a hand in it.** It 
Avas proposed to build a common school house 
under the rules of this scheme ; but the IJeformed 
would not fall in w*itb it. Meanwhile the plan of 
the charitable scheme was printed and sent up by 
Mr. Schlatter. It was publicly read in the Ke- 

' See a copy of this Letter in Ger. Ref. Messenger, Nov. 8th, 
1848. The original is in the hands uf J. D. Itiipp, obtained 
from Itev. I>. Wciscr, of Goshenhoppcn. 
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fonnod eougvf'ffation ; but ^^somo of tho EMorn 
(loclarod c>|>eiily, that tlu*y would not mcddlo with 
the frce*Hchool, herauMo Mr. Sclilatter wan to l>c 
tho BnperviHor." ICev. Mr. Loydich, then the Pun- 
tor of tho (iermnn Hcformcd Cliurch in that place, 
felt disposed to favor the project, and was willing 
that Mr. Schlatter, who proposed to come up to 
New Hannover and preach on the subject, should 
do so iu the Kefornicd Church; but the KIdcrs 
were sternly opposed, and ^aid **that by no means 
tho pulpit should be opened to Mr. Schlatter, or 
otherwise they would abuse liini." Mr. Leydich, 
w*ho was anxious to avoid trouble, and spare the 
feelin;js of Mr. Schlatter, requested Mr. Muhlen- 
berg to inform him of the circumstance, and re- 
quest him not to press his request. The Itcformcd 
farther said they would decline all further action 
in reference to the scheme till " they Iiad sent let- 
ters to the IJev. Synods of Holland, and enquired 
whether they thought it advisable to meddle with 
this common scheme and plan ; and, moreover, 
they would send letters to Kngland and enquire 
what man or person had represented the Germans 
so ignorant, black, and rebellious?" Mr. Muhlen- 
berg adds: "Since they have seen Mr. Saur's ob- 
servations in his newspapers, and the scandal and 
blame Mr. Saurs has imposed upon the innocent, 
charitable scheme, and the Rev. M. Schlatter, they 
are glad that their eyes are opened and have not 
meddled with the scheme, and bhune me too, that 
I had a mind to ensnare them. The Elders of tho 
Lutheran congregation and their chosen deputies 
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are ca^y and have nothing to say against tho Rev. 
H. Schlatter, Supervisor, and wait what the lion- 
orablo Trustees-general will determine in this 
matter." 

Mr. Muhlenberg intimates that this opposition 
springs, partly at least, from a feeling of wounded 
pride. In this he was no doubt correct Tho 
Germans were incensed at the idea of being repre- 
sented in the Old and New world as ignorant, stub- 
born, rebellious and dangerous to the stute; and 
at the same time, as proper subjorts to be bribed 
and civilized by a foreign charity. It was, in a 
measure at least, a just indignation ; and we feel 
disposed first to blame them somewhat for a lack 
of humility, and then to praise them more for their 
manliness and sense of honor. The Germans have 
been ignorant in some periods of their history, and 
80 have all other nations ; but less perhaps than 
all others have they been children that could be 
bribed with small gifts and favors, or slaves ready 
to be sold to the highest bidder, to serve those 
who desired to use them for the purpose of fortify- 
ing themselves in position and power. 

Mr. Muhlenberg correctly argued that though 
some might not need the educational beneiits of 
this charity, there were mony poor children of tho 
several denominations who did ; and that these 
ought not to be made losers by frustrating tho 
scheme. But he a^^ks in a spirit of sharpness to 
which ho was not much given, ''Should a parcel 
of whimsical hciads have so much intluence as to 
deprive a number of poor children of the intended 
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charity? To give an ofTencc to so many well- 
mindc<l Germans in America? To provoke the 
Illustrioud Society anil tlic Honorable Trustees to 
just in(li<;nation ? Anil to make a German print- 
er* and his associates laugh and hollow? I think 
in my humble opinion, it be against the intention 
' of the German benefactors and the charitable 
scheme to force and press the charitable gitls upon 
some people, of what denomination soever, who 
count themselves to be rich, and to liave need of 
nothinic." Tiie writer's mi.'^take consists in caHin;r 
that whim, which we have seen was rather a prin- 
ciple; and in ascribing to a boasting spirit of 
pride and seir-sufliciency that which evidently 
Fprang from the honest belief that the whole 
scheme, as conducted, consciously by t^ome and 
unconsciously by others, was a bait and a bribe 
under the sacred name of charitv. 

The Coctus, with the presence and influence of 
Mr. Schlatter in it, and having as yet seen no 
clear develo[»mcnts of sinister designs on the part 
of its managers, seem at first to have regarded 
this school bcheme with favor and liope. They 
even felt disposed to counteract, so far as iK>ssible, 
the influence which Mr. Saurs wasexertint^ai^ainst 
it. In the proceedings of ('octus held in Lanca>ter 
ill April in the year 17oo, it was resolved '^to re- 
present to the Honorable Directors in the name of 
Coetus the unbecoming conduct of the Kditor Saurs 
in (jermantown, who is and remains, a constant 



■ lie CTidentlj rcfem to Saiirt. 
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enemy to tbo Protestant ehurch nsaomblicH, and 80 
also of tho Now Kcliool inBtitutionM, and humbly 
ask whether the Ilonorablo Directors, if it were 
possible, might not bethink themselves of some 
measures by which to hinder him from frustrating 
this useful work, or in remaining a continual pre- 
judice to the Protestant religion." 

On tho same occasion, they express themselves 
as expecting much good to bo derived from this 
"praiseworthy undertaking." They resolve to 
send a letter of thanks to tlic general Trustees in 
Philadelphia. The Trustees had laid several ques- 
tions before them in writing, namely : " How many 
ministers, beyond those already in service, might 
yet bo required, and where they arc needed ? and 
also how many schoolmasters are needed, and in 
what places?" It seems also that the Trustees 
proposed to add something to the salary of each 
minister in such measure as Iio might need it and 
render service, no doubt by catochising in tho 
schools. Mr. Schlatter was requested, in the namo 
of the ministers of C(L*tus, to answer tho qiustions 
proponed by tho TruHtees, to confer with tliem on 
this point, and (uMiKeiontiously to n^prenent tlio 
Hoveral circunihtanci^s of tho minihtern in refrn*nco 
to their pntposal. 

Tho TniHttfCs also inquired of t'n'lus whotlier 
one or two of the ministers would not bo able and 
willing, bct^ides their ordinary duties, alno to take 
under their instruction several youths, who might 
afterwards bo employed in tho Church as school* 
luabters. The CVtus decided that Revs. Otterbein 
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antl Stoy would bo suited to render such Ber\'icc9 
and aeconlingly proposed them for that puqK>t^Q. 

Wo find, however, that vcr}- Boon after this, 
their views and feeliiij^s had undergone a change. 
It began to appear pretty clearly that the main ob- 
ject which the patrons of these schools had in view 
was a political one, and that thoy were not calca- 
hited to benefit the German Keformed Church 
verj' directly or extensively. Indeed, it seems that 
the CcL'tus had well nigh lost all conlldonce in 
them ; and though they still co-operated in a 
DieaHnre in the sclicme, they did so more for the 
general good, which they hoiK;d they might sub- 
serve, than from any exj^ectation that they would 
directly benefit the Church. In a Latin letter of 
Kcv. William Stoy, in which he communicates to 
the Fathers in Holland the proceedings of a meet- 
ing of Curtus held sometime in the autumn of the 
year 17o5, he sayt*, at the close: "At la>t, we havo 
reachc<l the time to hpcak of tho.se fcIiooIs, under 
their own name called charitabh*, and of whirli the 
iuHpection was given to JJi'V. »Schlattcr. (if what 
future UKc they will In*, to uh we arc thurt far igno 
rant. Apparently, at leant, and almont certainly, 
tlM*y will not he of much ncrvice, either puhlicly 
or privately, to our ('liureh. For the only object 
of thetse Kchoolrt iii to extend the Kllgli^h language' 

I Tlii« i« not a fancy. The Tru;*tccf ihcmnaUtiB, when the 
applirntion from ihn IVciibjrtcrian Synod for a part of this 
charity waH maife, avowed thin ; and it 8to<>d for f^i.tne time ai 
a difficulty in the way of favoring that application which thnj 
knew not wcU how to overcome. 
20 
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anionjB: the Germans, and so the ohject is a political 
one ; hence our German schools can expect nothing, 
as examples testify. 

What has appeared to us especially strange and 
foreign is, that for the directing and managing 
of these schools under the auspices of the Reverend 
Trustees, have been set — the Reformed at Lancas- 
ter having been entirely passed ovcr^Zinzindor* 
finns, Quakers, Separatists, pen?hanco even Deij'ts, 
and others of this cluhs, AVonld you then tnint a 
wolf to have ehurgo of the fleefc-heaniig iloeks? 
This, however, was a little <haiigcd after wo had 
cotnplnined ahout it, hut not without hatred being 
excited against ourHclves; for when we objected to 
the arningoment as not being in arieordiineo with 
the wishes of the Wnerablo Kathers, l{ev. Smith, 
the Secretary of the Truhtees, in a letter to l><>niino 
Otterboin, responded:. The Fathers in Holland 
have nothing to do with the schools. Nay, also 
on a certain occasion, a certain one was obliged to 
hear these words: *The Lutherans are nigher to 
the Church of England, which is Episcopal, than 
the Calvinists are.' Which, in fact, we are testing: 
for, iu a certain manner, to us applies the com- 
plaint of the poet : 

Vo8 non Tobis meUificatif apes. 

*You are bees not making honey for yourMclves.* 
But as to what belongs to this whole business, and 
in what manner it must bo regulateil an<l con- 
ducted, the sehetno of it can be seen as pubii^Iied 
in a certain i)amphlet printed in this place, under 
the title: <A Brief History of the Charitablo 
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Bchcmo for Iniitnu'tiiijLr poor ficrmanR in Ponnj«yl- 
vanio.* Tho 0}'nlnll^illtll, nn wo cx|»cetcd, is at a 
Btand, or rcnminii HUMiictifIe<l/' * 

Tliup, it nppenni tho foHinj? roipncd in tlio 
Ca^tiiB, tlifit, M rcganlfl religion, tlic conducting of 
tho hcIiooIm wiiii not in rcliahic hniidfl ; sympathi.*^ 
iti^ with tho vi<*WH of Mr. SanrA in the helicf that, 

' hi ll'VJ, nil St'mUuiy wiih foiiiidMl In riiiln4ji'lp)ii.i hy m 
ftiw iliMliiifriil^lM'il fiixl I'lil li«' ^|'iril«'<l iiMli^iilinlM, utwuji iKtH>ifi 
in r«(iiii<l lilt' iiHfiM'i f n<iij:tiiiifi rriiriklifi* Ih I7•''^ftrl Kfi;:Ii«li, 
1.111111. mill Miiilif iiiiiliciil ^cImm*! %in«i i-pf iimI in iIm* Aciiilruijr. 
Ill IT'i*'*', llilfi ifi^lilnlli'ii \uiM lt«'('r)('r(ili(l l*v tlir IVi'|iritlarIrii 
iff lViiiio;^hiitiiii. *' III ttrtlvr to ixifinl ifn t^\Atvri' of timhiltM'^S 
II iM'W rliiirtiT y^an irriitilit] In I7'>'», hy i\w |n>\i»i4iiiv of iiilii«'li 
II rulji'gif wiiM ^riilii'il u|Hiii ilio r<>riiifT A('it«l«ni^ ; niid tiltrr 
tlio uiMilioii of (liin iH'W (li'i'tirhurntf llii* iti^tituticii wnn 
(Iflioiiiiiiiitcil, 'Till* <'oll<'p*, Acuili'ifi}', nml rii:irit:iM<« S'lmol 
of IMiilaiKlpliiii, tii the iVovinro of iViiiiMh:iiii.i.' ** II:i7.:ir<r« 
Jli'^istor, vol. ij, p. 307. Tliun the chtirity nohome wa«<, it 
sccinM, associated with thitt inntitution. From the reference to 
it in tho text, it Bcems that the institution had l>een ciif^iiended,* 
and this incorporation of the charity feature, with help of tho 
fund, revived it again. *' In 1779, probacy under the influ- 
ence of feelings excited bj the nevolutionarjr strujr;rle, the 
General Ansenibly parsed an act annulling the charters at>ove 
mentioned, modelling the Seminary iip<»n itfl prenent forro» 
under the name of * The University of the State of PeniiMylva- 
nia,' and venting in the Trustccfi of thin new cor|>oration all the 
franchifiet and entateM of 'The Truntees of tlie CVilleg**, Acade- 
my, and Charitable Srhool <»f Philadelphia, in the Provineo of 
.IVnnHylvania.'" llaxard^H KegiMter, p. .'»m7. Ten yean* later, 
17H1), tho new charter waM annulled and tho old one rei«tored. 
Thero arc lonio cireun)htnnce« whieh indicate that the fun^l 
itHcjf, or part of it, pUHHed at lant into this institution. Seo 
Watnou'rt Aiihiilit, vol. i., 4X7, 

^ *'<i)iiiiin/luai nittnl nfr»\\iaun li.vrvt,'* tajK I>r. hti>y. 
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at bottom, lay not only a political motivo bnt 
also a sectarian ono, i\*hich hoped that ultimately 
these schools would subserve the interests of the 
English Church. The German Beformed were to 
make honey for others. 

In 1757, the Coetus, in a letter to Holland^ 
alludes to the school-scheme in the same spirit, 
and evidently under the influence of the same 
convictions. Referring to it in 1757, they say: " It 
may bo said, however, that we can do little toward 
advancing the schools; because the directors are 
bent on making thoiu all Knglish, and care notliing 
fjr the (icnnan latiguago. Hence, now as befDre, 
the Germans theniHclvt'H ought to look out for 
schools in which their children may bo trainc^l up 
in the (icrman mode. Hut kcIiooIh, an well as 
churches, in very many placcn, suder great loss 
during thct^e times of calamity and war, which 
may God in his mercy speedily remove." 

The want cf corfidcnce poKsosHing the nnnds of 
the ministers of the Ccctus seems to have begotten 
a corresponding coldness in the feelings of the 
Trustees toward them, so that there appears to 
have existed a growing disposition to slight them, 
or, at least, to manifest great tardiness in giving 
them their dues. In October, 1700, they say to 
the Fathers : " In regard to the charities of the 
Honorable London Society, we have hitherto 
obtained our part, yet not without trouble. Last 
year we received none; and, after making inquiry 
two or three times, we received for answer, that 
the last amount of money sent over was too .sniall, 
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that they could not rc^olvo to privo any before tliis 
year, wkcu tliey should have heard from the So- 
ciety." 

In October, 17C1, wo have the following in the 
way of history and complaint: — 

**We now find it ncecpeary to speak of the 
charities of the Honorable Society in London. 
On the IGth of June, 1756, they were received for 
the first time, and it was then decided that on the 
1st of July of the Fame year another year should 
boi^in. Tlien wo received three times of thr»so 
pil'trt; consequently, there will bo, on the lat of 
July, two ycarH Htandintc back. Wc made in<jiiiry 
in diilcrent wuyn, but could not get a i»o>itive 
auHWcr. Several dayn a.i^o, hope waM given to iJcv. 
AlMcntz that the giftn hluiuld l>e continued yet 
another year. Jhit for the two years now 4oniin^ 
to a clortc, we have not yet received anytliifi;r. On 
thi.s account, we have, at this meeting of Ccctus 
again addressed ourselves to the Trustees of the 
Society ; whether we f^liall now receive anything 
we will know in a short time. Jn generul, we 
may say that, 80 far as we know, there are only 
three yet in existence, of which two are entirely 
English, and one, half German." 

It seems that the civil authorities of Holland, in 
part of their contributions at least, acted through 
and with the London Society. January lOlh, 
17<iO, Mr. Chandler, of London, in a letter to Kev. 
Kulenkamp, of Amsterdam, rejoices that "the 
High and Mighty Kstates" of Holland have granted 
the sum of one thousand five hundred lluiins to 
20* 
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this work of charity for two years longer. lie aluo 
tnentioDs that the king of England had, up to that 
time, himself contributed i;400 sterling annually, 
and adds: ^^Nor will the Koyal bounty fail, I 
think, as long as your PenuBylvauia roiniMters need 
aid, and their straitened circumstances prevent tho 
education of tho children under their care, and tho 
High and flighty Estates of Ilollnnd see fit to 
furnish their quota toward this good work." That 
which the Synods of Holland contributed directly 
to the support of the ministers in Pennsylvunia 
was distributed through the Coctus. 

Although the charity scheme contended with 
the difficulties which wo Imve sought impartially 
to describe, considerable success attended tho 
efforts of its friends. A number of schools, sup- 
ported wholly, or in part, from this charity, were 
put in successful operation among tho Germans.^ 

• According to ft report made by Provost Smitlii to Mr. 
Chandler, of London, (17G0,) schools wcro then kept up at tho 
foUowinj; places: 

New Providence, in Philadelphia County.... 50 Boyv. 

Upper Dublin 48 •• 

Northampton, in Bucks County « GO *' 

Lancaster, in Lancaster County C5 " 

York, in York County CO " 

New Hanover, in Berks County 45 ** 

Reading, " " ...30 " 

Vincent, in Chester County 45 ** 

, Presbyterian School, where %tt educated for 

the Holy Ministry 25 young men. • 

These numljcrs were collected by Hev. Smith, during lh« 
autumn o( last year, at which time they wcro less cnmdid, 
ftinco many of the boys were obliged to aid in taking in tho 



6CIIIMTTCK AND T|IC ClIABITY 6CU00LS. 307 

Wo find nlm> that tlio I'rci^bytorianA made applica* 
tioii for tt part in tho benefits of tliits fund as early 
OH 1755, which was immediately alter it becanio 
available. 

At it4 session in Philadelphia, May 23d, 1744, 
at tho Hii^«(eMtion of the Presbyteries of I'hiladel- 
phia, Xew Castle, and Donej^al, tho Syiio<l of 
Philadeljihia founded a Fchoo], as they Fay, *^to 
educate youth for MUppIyin^; our vacancies/* Tho 
school was to bo supported by annual contribu- 
tions from tho churches. It was to be free, ami 
all '* persons who may please may send their chil- 
dren and have them instructed gratis in the lan- 
guages, philosophy, and divinity." ' It was found 
that the school did not sustain itself, and was kept 
up with difliculty, being an annual tax on tho 
Synod. In May, 1755, the school being down at 
tho time, an eilbrt was made to reopen it ; and it 
was *' ordered that application be made to the 
Trustees of tho German schools to procure a sum 
of money to encourage our school, engaging to 
teach some Uutch^ children the English tongue, 
and three or four boys Latin or Greek, if they 
offer themselves: and that Mr. Sampson Smith 
open tho school at Chestnut Level so soon as this 
favor is obtained; and that Messrs. Cross and 

harvcet. But, in tho winter, thc.«M) schooli frcyjuently contiia 
GOO pupils ; and, bcforo tho invaiiionii and butcbcricf of t!ie 
IndiauN, wlico tlioito of Katton and Codorui were in a flourinh- 
in^; cduditiun, tlic number rose ai Li;;h as 750/'«-/;r. Chaml* 
Ier*jt lAtttr to Jict*, KiiUnhamp, 

* Ui'cordji of the Vti'Ai, Church, p. 173, 174. 

* They evidently mean to fcaj " GermuD children." 



308 LIFB AXD LABORS OF SCHLATTER. 

Alison draw up and present an address to the 
Trustees of the German schools. If the sum 
obtained be less than twenty pounds currency, and 
not less than fifteen pounds, the Synod shall allow 
to the school five pounds." ' 

Objections were raised in the Board to granting 
this application. It was thought by some that 
it was diverting the fund from its original intention. 
"The Trustees were also of opinion that it did not 
fall in directly under the great design for promoting 
the English tongue among Germans."' It was 
urged that it might give offence to the Germans 
to make this grant to an Knglish Synod, as they 
connidorcd this fund "for their solo benefit." The 
Synod plead that the school had been opon "to the 
German nation, and two of the present Jit'formed 
ministers born in this country, were educated 
there." The Trustees considered this as having 
weight, and also called to mind that the church of 
Scotland had contributed part of the fund ; regard- 
ing this as furni.shing justifieation, they granted 
the Synod the sum of £30 sterling, which they 
gratefully acknowledged.^ 

I Records of the Presb. Church, p. 218. 

> Idem, p. 226. 

* ** Phila. May 25th, 1757. Tho Synod being infurmed that 
the honorable TruRtees of the fund fur the German emigranti, 
Sie.t in PennsyWania, have generously received our petition, 
rcquehting their favor and gsjivHtanco to encourage learning, 
and to nmintaio a Hchool or schools under the care of thin 
Synod, and have transmitted it to tho honorable TruNteci*, for 
tho lamo purpofc, in London, and have recommend'"! Iho 
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Supplies from tliis fund seem to have been con- 
tinued to the Pennsylvania schools for the Fpacc 
of about eight vears. So fur aa wc know, thero 
was nothing received after tlie year 1702. On the 
records of the Presbyterian Synodat a meeting in 
Philadelphia, May 10th, 1702, there appears the 
following minute: "Dr. Alison informs the Syno<l, 
that he has in liis liand.s some moncv allowed out 
of the (icrnian fund for supportitig a school, of 
wliifli he will give an account boforc our Synod 
breaks up, or at our next annual Syno^liral meet- 
ing; and further inform.s us, that the fund for the 
(lennan eniigrant.H U now exhausted, and it U 
supposed that any further HUpplics from that fund 
can hardly be expected/** We find no reference 
to it in any of tlie documents of the licformtd 
CoctuH later than thin. 

Ah the fund was in the form of an endowment, 
the interest of which only was to In? appn»priated 
to the BU^iport of schooU, it could of c<Mjr^e n(»t bo 
"exhausted.** It was evidently gradually t^een 
that it did not accomplisU the object in view, and 

8jno<], and tlicir pious and g<KKl dcsij^n^, so effectuallj to their 
ro;;:ird, that they buve been pleased to grant our re«|ue8t. 
Ordered, tliat Messrs Crop and Alii^on wait on the hunoraU« 
TruHtorii at their next meeting, and, in the name of the Sjnod, 
gratefully acknowledge their favors ; and that they do what- 
ever cIao may be necessary in said affair. And that, if Mr. 
ProvcKst Smith come here, thank liim in the nnroe of the Synod, 
for the particular reg:ird he hai bhown, and tlio care he has 
taken." — ItWordu *>/ the IWxb, Churchy p, 1125, S^e ci/^u p, 

.»•»- .»♦»•? iltXl 

I U«conJ.H ui the Tr. .h. Church, p. '^Vk 
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was therefore at length abandoned for reasons that 
must be plain to every one, from its history as we 
have recorded it* Those who hml the control of 
the fund, no doubt, found some more promising 
object to which to apply the capital. 

We would hero add that Mr. Schlatter did not 
remain Superintendent of these schools longer 
than till about the middle of the year 17o7. 
Whether the discouragements with which the 
scheme met, or a loss of confidence in it, caused 
his withdrawal, cannot perhaps now be known. 



CHAPTER IX. 

SCntATTEB AKD TUS COBTITS. 

1756. 

About this time an unfortunate difficn]t}r 
cnrred between the Coetus and Mr. Schlatter, 
which evidently rose out of a mere misunderstand- 
ing, and was by a combination of circumstance^ 
and hostile influence from a foreign source, nursed 
into an evil which ca^^t its shadow over all the re* 
maiiider of the worthv man's life, and was the 
occasion of turning it, in a measure, into another 
channel. It furnishes another illustration of the 
fuct, so abundantly veritied in histon', that great 
eircets depend on little causes ; and shows how it 
is the sport of lawless winds to toss ocean into 
ten)pest, even though it be only 

*' To waft a foatlier or to drown a flj." 

"NVe will endeavor to bring to light the cause, 
and relate the history' of this difficulty, leaving the 
reader to draw his own conclusions, cither against, 
or in accordance with, rellections and conclusions 
of our own. 

We have already referred to tlie fact, that during 

the nuH'tingof C'oDtus held at Lanca.-ter, April Uih, 

17r>r>, Mr. Schlatter was requested, in connocliou 

with his duties as Superintendent of the charity 

(311) 
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schools^ and during his travels through tho laiMl 
on that business, also to visit tho congregations 
and inquiro into their condition. It was at the 
same time resolved, that one of the ministers of 
Cu^tus should annually be appointed to pcrfonii 
this duty, it being dcnigncd ns a perninnent ar- 
rangement. The appointment for the firnt year 
fell upon Mr. Schlatter, by tho unanimous vote of 
CiL'tus; no doubt because it could bo so well com* 
bined with the agency which ho had undertaken 
in behalf of tlio charity schools. This arrange- 
ment seems to have been not so much a now thing 
as the continuation of an old one, under a some- 
what diderent form. Thero are incidental allu- 
sions in the correspondence between tho Cu'tus 
and the Fathers in Holland, which indicato that, 
since his return from Europo in 1752 up to that 
time, Mr. Schlatter had been entrusted with a 
similar kind of general euperintendenoy by tho 
authorities of Holland. Thus we find, for in- 
stance, that he was most prominent in the loca- 
tion and installation of the young ministers which 
he brought with him. It is evident also that ho 
did not confino his labors wholly to riiiladelphia; 
but gave them a general bearing. Indeed it seems 
natural that this should havo been so from his pre- 
vious position and labors in the American church; 
and now also to enable him to carry out and ren- 
der efficient the results of his successful mission to 
Kuro|>c. We have seen that there were from time 
to time some troublesome spirits in the C(jutus, and 
lingering around it. To such, it seems, the posi- 
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tion and general work assigned to Mr. Scblatter, 
appeared identical with a lordsbip over God's 
heritage. Jealousies arose, which, fanned by ill- 
disposed outitido influences, led to representations, 
true or false, which induced the Fathers to conclude 
that it was best to remove the oticnco by with- 
drawing from Mr. Sclilutter the powers of a general 
Buperintendenoy. 

Meanwhile (.Nrtus had entrusted to Mr. Sctilatter 
the duty of traiiKmitting to the Fatliers tlio (Nrtal 
acts and proccodings: which ho did, accompnny- 
ing tlirni with a private letter, as wan always done, 
giving such explanations as serined necessary, and 
making such rcilcctions as the circumstances, and 
his own mind, might suggest at the time. When 
the CcL'tus received the usual replies from the Fa- 
thers, with their review of the minutes and their 
remarks upon them, these letters were thought to 
indicate that Mr. (Schlatter had transcended his in- 
structions, and had communicated matters which 
the Coctus had not authorized, esjiecially in regard 
to his appointment to visit the churches. So 
Coctus, or at least a majority in it, charged in their 
action of the year 17r>0, as appears from their re- 
ply and report to the Fathers in Holland. Wo 
quote the whole of their words, faithfully trans- 
lated from their letter, written in Latin by Kev. 
6toy, and sent under sanction of Coctus.* 

I The original is in tlie hands of Iter. Dr. Dewitt of Xev 
York, through whoso kindness we hare been granted the use 
of it. 

27 
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After some general remarks, they say: '^With 
regard to your letters themselves, we understand 
from them that to our Coetal proceedings of the 
former year, Kev. Schlatter added a letter contain- 
ing many different things, of which there was no 
mention in the proceedings themselves. This 
ai^pears to be not unlike fraud. And what is not 
contained in the proceedings cannot be placed to 
our account. Let Mr. Schlatter be responsible for 
that himself; whom, could it have been with the 
permission of the venerable Fathers, wo would 
have preferred as being our amanuensis to his 
being the tSupcriiitciulont. Indeed, the jiowers of 
action imparted to him by us, we had circumscribed 
to such restricted limits that he might do itothing 
whatever without our knowledge. Neither was 
compulsion needed, nor many persuasions to induce 
Mr. {Schlatter to undertake the olKce. Itather, on 
the other hand, we observed him to be inclined to 
it. Nay, of his own accord, he jiresented himself. 
Not unwillingly he undertook it; knowing that 
the burthen of the schools would not be too great 
for him. Thus we assented to Mr. Kchlatter*s 
wishes for the sake of preserving friend>hip; but 
even now, respecting Mr. Schlatter, again dismissed, 
we not only submit ourselves to your wishes with 
all due obedience, but also ask pardon for the sin 
committed in receiving Mr. Schlatter again con- 
trary to your wishes, and we grieve that at least 
some amongst us, from their too great love of Mr. 
Schlatter, were not sufficiently cautious, and suf- 
fered him to abuse their candor and integrity." 
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In the remark that **at least somo/* in the 
Ccetns were led to the reappointment of Mr. Schlat- 
ter, after the Fathers had concluded that it was 
best for the peace and prosperity of the church, 
that ho shonld cease from that office — "from too 
great love of him," implies that there were some 
also who wervj not favorable to him, and wlio 
would therefore l>e in a position to keep a close 
watch, and put a severe construction upon his acts. 
There is no evidence that, in even desirinsr that a 
kind of oversiirht of the i^eneral field should be 
entrusted to Jiim in connection with his school 
aijencv, he was not actuated bv a sincere desire to 
promote the general gooil of the chun-h, to whoso 
interests he liad given such abundant evidence of 
attachment. Knowinij as thev did that his actinic 
in that capacity was neither regarded expe<lient on 
the part of the Fathers, nor agreeable to the 
wishes of some in the Coctiis, thev manifested far 
too much policy and too little faithfulni^s-', in re- 
newing it from considerations of personal friend- 
ship. It only shows how weak are all men; and 
what an evil thing it is to ** know men after the 
flesh." Suppo>o even that it liatl been weakness, 
rather than love lor the church, which caused him 
to desire the appointment, there is greater weak- 
ness and less love of the church manifested in 
conferring il upon him under those circumstances. 

In reirard to his having a<Med to the minutes of 
Coctus, in transmitting them *' a letter containing 
many dillercnt things of which there was no 
mention in the proceedings themselves," we may 
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say that this supposition — for they only infer it< — 
ought not to be hastily entered against the testi- 
mony of many years to his fidelity, to which Cootus 
itself often testified. We liave already said that 
it was customary, before and after that time, for 
the Secretary who transmitted the minutes, to 
accompany them with a letter of his own, in which 
often free scope was given to remark and reflection. 
Indeed, this was desirable in the circumstances;, 
for the bare proceedings of Ca'tus necessarily brief 
and more or less formal, would convey but an 
imperfect picture of the state of the churcli, its 
progress, prospects, and wants. Mr. Selilutter's 
relations to the Fathers in Holland as formerly 
intrusted by them with an imjiortant general com- 
mission, as well as the prominent part he had acted 
in this country, were such as to make it natural 
and proper for him to be familiar and free in his 
communications. In these circumstances, it is 
easy to conceive that he might have given his views 
and opinions to such an extent, and with such 
freedom, as to give a complexion to the reply from 
the Fathers, which could easily bo so construed as 
to give rise to a suspicion that he had communi- 
cated things diiforent from the contents of the 
Ccctal acts. 

The letter on which the blame rests does not 
seem to be extant; but there are others accessible, 
written by other secretaries, under similar circum- 
stances, which have suggested to us this explana- 
tion of the unfortunate occurrence; and which 
convince us that all may bo fairly and fully 
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explained in the way indicated, withoat resortinfl^ 
to a position which is hardly reconcilable with the 
law of charity. Indeed, there is extant a similar 
letter from Mr. Schlatter himself, which accom- 
panied the minutes of 1755, free and familiar, but 
characterized by a remarkably kind, hojicful, and 
moilcst Christian Fpirit.* 

We have also remarked, in the beginning of 
this chai»tcr, that there were hostile influences from 
a foreign source wliich acted no small part in 
placing Mr. Schlatter in a false light before the 
German churches, and in inciting and increasing 
the diilicultics between him and the Cu'tus. He 
Iiad an inllucntial enemy in Mr. Saurs, who edited 
a wiilely circulated German paper in Germantown. 
'Wq have elsewhere- spoken of the earnest conflict 
in early times between the Governors and the 
Assembly, or between what was called the ** Go- 
vernor's party" and the Quakers, to whom the 
Germans adhered, sustaining them and their influ- 
ence in the Assembly. We have also elsewhere' 
related that Mr. Schlatter, from the very first, 
stood high in the favor of the authorities, es{>ecially 
with those who stood opposed to (Juaker policy, 
and were therefore rcirarded as more loval to the 
policy of the English government. This position 

' See a copy of it in Dr. Majrer's MSS. vol. i. p. 31, Z'2, 33. 
It is written in tho Dutch langua;;c. Wc have translated and 
given Boiiic extract:! from it in a previous chapter. 

* See tho chapter on Sohl;ittcr and the Charity Schools. 

* 8eo the chapter on .Sc!ihitter*« Chaplaincy in the Freocli 
War. 
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of Mr. Schlatter and his influenco amonpf tho Ger- 
mans awokencd tlio jenlotiny and ill-will of Mr. 
Htttirs, who favored the Quaker policy* Hence, ho 
sought early opportunity and occasion to bring 
Mr. Schlatter into bad repute, of which his paper, 
from 1747 to 1757, furnishes abundant proof,* 
He found fault with him for tho manner in which 
he settled the old claim against Klder Iteif, in 
regard to the money and Bibles which Mr. licif 
had collected in Holland and failed to put to their 
intended use, though the whole transaction was 
laid before Coctusaud the Fathers in Holland, and 
by them fully approved.* Ho took sides against 

' Wo have obtained numerous extracts from Saurs' paper 
through tho kindness of John F. AVatson, of Germantownt 
Author of ''Tho Annals of Philadelphia/' which verify this 
remark. 

* " Since, for some time pa^t, I have been very much wounded 
by certain coarso and false charg(;s in rogard to tho money 
which, some eighteen years a};o, was pent, through Mr. Jacob 
Keif, from tho Synods of South and North llifUiind, for tho 
benefit of tho I{ef<irined in Pennitylvania, I have thou;;lit it 
neccp^ary, in order to oRtaMish my innoccnco and contradict 
such slanders, to puhli»h tho present extract in tho public 
papers. It is an extract taken from a tcstiiuotiial which my 
Ucv<:rcnd and licloved brethren in tho holy office f^avo me at 
their la^t meetini; after they had investigated this matter, and 
runs as follows : 

'After previous careful examination of tho matter, and 
agreeably to tho witness of our conscience, we give to our 
brother, Pastor Schlatter, this testimonial, that publicly and 
to all men, may be known as follows : 

' Mr. Schlatter, pastor in Philadelphia and Germantown, in 
tho matter of the money collected in Holland by Jacob Uoif, 
by receiving 100 Spanish pistoles, has done nothing else than 
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him ill tho unfortanato utrife occasioned by Mr. 
Hteiticr and hin party in rbilttdelphia, tIiou<;:h 
tlireo tribunuU^tbo Ccetu^ tbo mx arbitratorH hy 



hif dtttj, and has acted in accordaooe with the express inttroo- 
tions sent over to him durinj; the past jear by letter from the 
IleTercnd Sjrnod of South llulland in regard to this moneT, 
which inHtructiuns he has cunscientioasly and faithfully fol* r 

lowed, even though, previous to the reception of these orders I 

from llulland, from love to hifl congregation, Mr. Schlatter had j 

already given to the respected elders here nnirly one-half of it, 
which, however, he hopes to be able to answer f<ir at the proper 
tribunal ; of which, alno, we have been fully assured from an ] 

account of it which has licen submitted to us. In tcj^timony 
whereof, this has licen signed and confirmed by the signature 
of our own namesi. 

Jor. Baetii. RciGEK, p. t. Prxses. 

(icoRfiE Michael Weiss, p. t. Scribo. 

Joii. 1*11 1 Mi' Levdicu, in Falkner Schwam. 

PfiUa. Oct. 2Wi, 1710." 

Michael Schlatter, Pastor in Philadelphia. 
From Sauri^ Pojtrr, .V/r, lC//i, 1749, aho Ih^. Ut, 1740. 

That these slanders were ag.iin revived at a later day, the 
following extracts will show. Malice, like a drowned mao, 
holds on to its vain refuge after it has long t>ecn dead. 

" Her. Schlatter has accounted to us, to our full satisfaction, 
in relation to tho money which lleif collected ; it amounts tc 
20() florins ; he paid W) florins of it to the congrejration ia 
Ocrmantown, and as much to the congregation at Skippach.** 
— CiL'tal Mill,, April, 1755. 

"Kev. Schlatter presented his reckoning io regard to tho 
800 Bibles before the Coetus, in which he has given new evi- 
dence of his honesty and faithfulness, whereupon we gare him 
a testimonial, or receipt, to that effect Mr. Schlatter has yet 
fifty folios, and of the HOO, 100 in hand ; the distribution of 
these was laid upon him.*' — Catai Min., April, 1755. 
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whom it was finally decided, and the Fathers in 
Holland — had pronoanced Mr. Schluttcr to be in 
the right and the intruders in the wrong. Ho wsa, 
as may elsewhere be seen in this volume, an espe- 
cially bitter enemy of the charity school scheme, 
with which Mr. Schluttcr was so intimately identi« 
fled. 

SiinrH' paper, at that time, had an almost un- 
bounded intlucnce among the OcrmariH. Its word 
was law with thoUHundH. It not only sought to 
make new enomios for Schlatter, but It appealed 
in various ways and with acute worhlly wisdonii 
to the worst foclings and paHsions of his old ene- 
mies in riiiladcliiliia and elsewhere. Ky influence 
like this, kept up against him from various sources, 
and for a length of time, many well-diH]iosed per- 
sons were uneonsciously made to partieii»ate in the 
unjust prejudice against him. 

This opposition and prejudice was, no doubt, 
the cause of his remaining so short a time in the 
service of the schools; and hel])S to account for 
the comparative want of success in the whole 
scheme. This also did much, if not to create, to 
increase that indiilrreiice in regard to the schools 
which we have i<een, in a former chapter, existed 
in the (.*a*tus, and in the churches under its care. 
This, al^o, was not without its silent elleet upon 
the feelings of Coctus in reference to Mr. Kchlattcr. 
More ttiaii all this, though, there were dtfcpcr 
influences which, operating as cause, had, beyond 
doubt, much to do in nuikinghim willing to aercpt 
the chaplaincy in the army, of which we shall 
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hereafter speak. There seemed to be promise of 
relief to wounded fee]iii«;» in turnings: away, for a 
time at leuHt^ from Rcenen over which trouble had 
spread its f^loomy ►Ijadows, ond where even best 
friendrt, if in no other way, by hi^cni'iennt siU»ncc 
showed st;;nH of olienution, under the prcMMure of 
unfriendly suiroiindin^M, too strong to withntund 
ond too stubborn to controK 



CHAPTER X. 

BCHLATTBB'B chaplaincy in the VRENCn WAB. 

1757-1759. 

Mr. Schlatter's mission to this coantiy was 
of such a character as from the very first to com- 
mand the respect of the civil authorities. He 
brought with him *' important recommendations to 
our government," says Dr. Muhlenberg, "and 
came to be greatly respected by the rulers.*" The 
feeling in those early earnest times was deeper 
than it is n&w that religion U an iiKris[)en8ablo ele- 
ment in the peace and stability of govennnent; 
and the authorities saw in Mr. Schlatter's mission 
a great religious blessing to the Germans in this 
country, and through them a lasting advantage to 
the civil interests of the land. The respect thus 
awarded him at his first arrival, he retaiticd to the 
end of his life, receiving many marks of considera- 
tion from those in oOicial places. Among other 
evidences of high public estimation was his up- 
poiutment to a chaplaincy in the Royal American 
Kegiment, both in the French war and at the be- 
ginning of the lievolutionary struggle. 

After the defeat of General Braddock, the chief 
direction of the war was given to the Earl of Lou- 

I IlaL Nacb. p. CGO. 

(322) 
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Gcivcd tho appointment of chaplain. If, as a mat» 
tcr of more earthly honor, the dimity of his posi- 
tion if to be rated according to the array of titles 
which ornament tho name of him who conferred 
it upon him, it is worthy of all consideration. 
Tho curioufi will bo pleased to Bee it here. 

*^ liy His Excellency, John, Eurl of London, Lord 
Machline, and Tarrintean, etc. etc. One of the 
flixteen Peerd of Scotland; Captain General and 
Governor of Virginia and Vice-Admiral of the 
same; Colonel of the Thirteenth Kegiment of 
F<MJt; Colonel in Chief of the Hoyal American 
Itcgiment ; Major-Gcneral and Commander-in* 
Chief of all Hid Majesty's forces, raised and to be 
raised, 

TO MICHAEL SCHLATTER, CLERK. 

By virtue of tho power and authority to me 
given by His Majesty; I do herebj' constitute and 
appoint you to be ono of the Chapluins to His 
Majesty's Royal American Kegiment of Foot, 
whereof I am Colonel in Chief; you arc, therefore, 
carefully and diligently to discharge the duty of 
Chaplain, by doing and performing all manner of 
things thereunto belonging; and you arc to ob- 
serve and follow such orders and directions, from 
time to time, as you shall receive from His Majesty, 
myself, or any superior officer, according to tho 
rules and discipline of war. 

Given at Xcw York, this twenty-fifth day of 
March, 1757 ; in the thirteenth year of tho rcign 
of our sovereign lord, George the Second, by tho 
t>8 
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Grace of Ood, King of Great Britain, Franco, and 
Ireland, Defender of the Faith, etc. 

By His Excellency's Command, 
J. Appy. Loudon.' 

Mr. Schlatter felt it his duty to accept this ap- 
pointment ; and though it cost him a struggle to 
leave his family and his work in Pennsylvania, yet 
he cheerfully devoted himself to the wishes of his 
country and the spiritual good of its goUliors — 
among whom were, no doubt, many of his own 
acquaintances — on a tedious and trying expedition. 
Though there wore, no doubt, many who feared 
God more than the enemy, yet, as among soldiers 
generally, there were many who needed the faith- 
ful exhortations and reproofs of this earnest man 
to keep them within the bounds of moral pro- 
priety, to say nothing of the Christian t^pirit. 
"liev. Mr. Schlatter,** says Saurs, "evidently with- 
out much seriousness, has been appointed by 
General Loudon as field-preacher for tlie 4th bat- 
talion of the Koyal North American Army. If 
ho will seek, at the same time, to be also their 
spiritual pastor, to bring them under Christian 
order and discipline, or to lead them to bo followers 
of Christ, he has truly taken upon himself a very 
difficult office.'* 2 

Lord Loudon had already planned and proposed 
his expedition to Nova Scotia in the fall of 175G. 
lie convened the Governors of Pennsylvania, 

> Ger. Kef. Mess. Sep. 20, 1848. Commuuicated by J. D. 
Rupp, Esq. 
' Saurs' paper, April IGtb, 1757. 
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Maryland, Yirginio, and North Carolina, at Phila- 
delphia, where arrangements were made for the 
defence of the frontiers of these Provinces while 
the forces should be absent, so that all things 
might be ready till spring should open. The month 
of April, 1757, was chiefly spent in getting ready 
the transports in the harbors of Philadel}>hia, New 
York, and Boston. On the 5th of May, a fleet of 
ninety sail was convened in the harbor of Xew 
York. The fleet lay for some time anchored at 
Sandy Hook in suspense, awaiting notice of the 
arrival of the fleet from England, and, in June, 
tliey Failed for Halifax, the place of rendezvous for 
the fleet and army. 

Mr. Schlatter was present at the siege of Halifax 
and the seven weeks* siege of Louislnirg, and 
shared in tlic victory, by which, on the 27th of 
July, the town of Louisburg, and, as a conse- 
qiK'iKC, Cape Kreton and Prince Kdward's Island 
fell into the hands of the Kntcli.-h — the death-blow 
to the power of France on the Kastcrn coast. Ho 
comes in for his share of the praise whieh I>ancroflt 
the historian bestows upon the patriotic field- 
j>reacherrt in that victorious expedition. " There," 
he says," were the chaplains who preached to the 
regiments of citizen soldiers a renewal of the days 
when Moses, with the rod of God in his hand, sent 
Joshua against Amalek."* 

It is worthv of remark, that it was not far from 
Louisburg, out from Cape Breton, that Mr. Schlat- 
ter and his fellow-passengers, on the night of July 

' Uancroft's Iliat. IJ. States, vol. iv, p. ZOO, 
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24tb, 1746, jast about eleven years before, on bis 
first voyage to America, were nearly lost in tbo 
waves of a stormy sea. He could oot but reflect 
on tbo eventful eleven years, whieb, after many 
joys and sorrows, bopes and fcar^, toils, and trials, 
and triumpbs, bad brought bim back again, under 
circumstances that bo never could buvo dreamed 
ot, to the spot of bis former danger and deliver- 
ance. How strange and wonderful, but well-or- 
dered, is tbe way in which the kind hand of God 
leads them who submit to bo tbe instruments of 
Uis mercy and love ! 

It does not clearly appear whether Mr. Schlatter 
accompanied the regiment of General Wolfe, who 
left Louisburg with eight thousand men, early in 
the summer of 1758, for Quebec. The taking of 
Quebec, in September, 1759, ended the war in that 
region in favor of the English. It seems probablo 
that Mr. Schlatter returned immediately after this 
victory, since we learn from Itev. Muhlenberg, that 
ho passed through New York, on his way homo, 
in October of that year. 

It appears that there were some Lutheran con- 
gregations in Nova Scotia at that time, and proba* 
biy some from the army preferred to remain, 
which caused Mr. Schlatter to feel an interest in 
the spiritual condition of the Germans in that 
region. Itcv. Muhlenberg, in bis report to Ifalle, 
remarks : 

** In the month of October, 1759, His Keverenco, 
Mr. Schlatter, camo to my bouse, after that he had 
safely returned as chaplain of tbo liegiment, from 
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the Bicge and capture of Lonisbnrg, and later from 
Halifax, in Nova Scotia, and presented to me a 
call, by virtue of a ivritten authority from the 
Governor of Halifax, to become Evangelical Ger- 
man and Knglirili preacher in the congregation of 
Luneburg and Halifax, with the additional pro- 
vision that I nhould have an annual fixed f^alary of 
seventy pounds sterling, and twenty pounds bo>ide?«, 
if I would, in addition, devote several hours each 
day to the instruction of youth."' 

8oon afterwards, he returned in good health to 
his family, in Philadelphia. As we remarked, in 
speaking of Mr. Schlatter's youth, so we repeat 
here — because we are sure the force of the remark 
will bo felt — that a restless, roving, pioneering 
element entered largely into the constitution of his 
being. While he was, no doubt, conscientious in 
the acceptance of this appointment, he seems not 
to have been unfitted by nature, or dirriucliued in 
taste, to the rough, stern, and rugged life of the 
field. 

' Hal. Nachricbten, p. 733. 



CHAPTER XI. 

8WBBTLAND. 

1755-1777. 

At what precise time Mr. Schlatter removed 
with his family from Philadelphia to Chestnut Uill^ 
we have not been able to ascertain. Most likely 
it was when he ceased to be pastor of that church, 
and entered upon the charity school suporintend- 
ency, which was in the year 1755. We find }iim 
residing there soon after his return from Nova 
Scotia.* 

His home on Chestnut Hill was on a piece of 
ground now called the *' Cooms" farm, about ten 
miles from Philadelpliin, and four from Uerman- 
town. This spot lay near tliu ])rcHeiit turnpike 
leading from Kcading to Philadelphia, fronting on 
a lane, which runs in from the turnpike. Ho 
called it ^' Swketland/' and by this name his 
residence was known. 

As contrasted with his previous public and event- 
ful career, ho lived hero in comparative quiet and 
retirement. From this time up to the commence- 
ment of the Kevolutionary w*ar, there is a calm in 
the history of his life. lie does not appear much 

I Hal. Nachrichtcn, p. 8G5. Ilcv. Muhlenberg; and llev. 
Wranp'l. the Swedish ProTost, were overnight at his Iioumo, 
3Iarch 10th, 17G1. 

(330) 



ill ]ni1il!ci tlio flow and infliicnoo of Ii'm lire Wmg 
coiiiliicil to 11 narrower circlo. Ilavitij^ little oartlily 
roMourccs to dc{)cnil upon, lio flupitortcd himself 
and funiily mainly from tlio products of his small 
piece of land. lie also derived a considerable 
part of his support in the way of perf|uisites, his 
house having become the resort of almost all 
persons wishing to be joined in matrimony, within 
a circle of fifteen to twentv-fivo miles. It became 
the general habit among the young people of all 
denominations, and of no denomination, to call on 
I'ustor Schlatter to introduce them into the way of 

Dumcstio liappinciis, tliut on\j bliss 
Of paradiro that had survived tho faH. 

Far and wide, in tho minds of the hopeful young, 
Sweetland was bound up with the brightest hopCH, 
and fragrant with tho happiest memories. 

Mr, Schlatter, however, did not lay aside tho 
duty and privilege of preaching "the glorious 
UoHpel of the blcHsed (iod." lie is said to have 
preached frequently at liarren Hill. Kev. Muhlen* 
berg, in 1702, Hpeaks incidentally of him as prcacli« 
iiig there, and administering the Holy Supper on 
Kaster " to his church members."' From which it 
appears that he had a regular congregation there 
to which he ministered. He preached also at a 
place called Franklinville, and in other localities 
as ojjportunity oUcred. 

It does not appear that, after his return from 
Nova Scotia, he ever formally co-operated with the 
Coctus ; though there is also no evi dence that h e 

I Hal. Nocbrichten, pp. 805, 890. 



832 LIFE AND LAB0B8 Of SCHLATTER. 

loflt any of bis interest in the church in general, 
We have elsewhere given flomo account of the 
causes of hiA isohition. Wo do not juHtify it in 
the least ; but regard it as a great blennHh in his 
ministerial honor, and as a gloomy shadow hang- 
ing over thifl part of his earnest and useful life. 
We leave it for the reader, in view of the causes 
which were certainly very strong and active in 
crowding him out into such a position, to hhinio 
him according to their judgment and their charity. 
Though wo may regret his retirement, yet ought 
wo to know more than we do of the circiunstanecrf, 
to censure with deciHion and severity. There aro 
few lives in which there are not some dry and 
dreary places, where little that is green and fragrant 
appears to the cursory eye; and yet, in thoso 
desert places there are retired nooks and oasc.^, bo 
they ever so small, which are the circles of beauty, 
and life, and love. Nor is it proper for us to re- 
gard his comparatively retired life as useless, taking 
it for granted that it was a Christian life. Cowper 
lias beautifully, and wo think upon Christian prin- 
ciples, vindicated the man of retirement against 
the charge of uselcHsness. 

" Not slothful he» though sccmiD;; uncmplojcd, 
And censured oft as useless. Stillest streams 
Oft water fairest meadows, and the bird 
That flutters least, is lon^rest on the winp;. 
His warfare is within. There, unfati;;uod, 
His fervent spirit labors. There he fights. 
And there obtains fresh triumphs o'er himself, 
And never-withering wreaths, compared with which 
The laurels which a Caesar reaps aro weeds." 



6WIETLA9D. 833 

Tboro is such a tliinp: as tho main force and 
power of a man's public life bciiifc compressed into 
a comparatively brief period, wbilo tbc remainder 
may lie re;^rded as a calm and u^^eful reaction 
from tho eilort. IliHtorj* furniHlies abundant illui^- 
trutions of tbirt remark. Tlie warrior, who in ono 
brit.'f dehperato confru*t ban kept a paf^M, may not 
bo amon)< tbohc wbo ^o f<>rward over a wi<le plain 
to take tbe capitol ; yet be ban done an much as 
tbey — yea, in Homo ouhca more. Seblatter'u lilb 
was of tbin type. Few lives can f>bow a moro 
earnest and eventful period tban bin from IIW to 
nrAK It neetlrt but a review of tbat pcrioi], even 
as wo bavo imperfectly pictured it, to a^-Miire uit 
tbat during; tbat time be nobly and Iieroicnily kept 
a paMrt — Htemmcd opp(>>ition — contended with 
enemicH Kubtle and bold — ma<le biniself in many 
ways u Hueriiiee to tbe i;^noranc4*, tbe K(*bemeH, and 
tbe wrath of men. We need n<it mueb wonder 
tbat weary and exhausted, be hhouM leave the rest 
of tho more public work neeessary to full victory, 
to otherfl, who, because they were less prominent 
in tho fierce contention of tbc first onset, could 
carry on tho work with less prejudice against them- 
selves; whilst his not appearint; among the success- 
ful contenders, would only cause opposition tho 
more easily to yield. 

The providence of God makes the wrath of man 
to praise him. Whatever error there may liave 
been in him, and whatever wickedness in others, 
combining to crowd his life out into an eddy, thero 
is perhaps no clearer evidence that in bis case, it 
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was ovcrraled for the good of the church, than the 
fact that it weakened the prejndices and opposition 
of those whom his zeal in the furtherance of certain 
measures had offended. Without juBt cause, we 
believe, but yet really, his name had become 
unsavory with a largo portion of the German 
people through the country. The Bcrce demagogic 
radical grandiloquence of Saurs, and such like 
caterers for that ignorance and popular prejudice 
of which there is too much in all ages and in all 
communities, had wrought up many into the 
belief that he was a secret agent of the rulers to 
prepare the way for their enslavement. In a letter 
to Conrad Weiser, dated Sept. Cth, 1755, Saurs 
suggests ever to him whether a number of men, 
among whom he names Schlatter, " have the least 
regard for the Germans of Pennsylvania," and 
expresses doubt "whether the establishing of free 
schools is not rather designed to serve as a founda- 
tion, upon which to establish the thraldom of the 
German^/' He intimates that Schlatter was an 
instrument of Kev. Tennant^to bring it to pass that 
the (lermans would be obliged to huiiport Knglisli 
preachers in lMiiladeli»hia!*' He Hees amid the 
rcKiilts which Schlatter is to aid in bringingabout, 
a terrible "military law," the establiHbment of "a 
regular soldiery," a "fixed salary for ministers and 
schoolmasters:" and for the necurement of this 
result, he says : " there is no better pretext than 
THE POOR Geumans !" With such like notions and 
fears did Saurs inflate the Germans, so far as his 
iiiiiuence reached; and we need only observe the 
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saccctjflful buiiiucsfl carried on in one of our mo<I<Tti 
political campaigns with this kind of capital, to be 
convinced that it must have done cflectual execu- 
tion at that early day. The very best evidence of 
the flUccesA of such like influences in brininn<; 
Schlatter's name in disrepute among the common 
people, is the fact that down to the present time, 
has the tradition been preserved in some regions, 
that Mr. Sclilatter **had worked to brinsj it about 
that the pct^ple must give the tenth !" 

Such facts may assure us that there were few 
fields in the church where such prejudices did not 
linger around to hinder and limit, if not entirely 
destroy his inlluence ; and his presence and promi- 
nence in the Coetus must verv seriously have 
allocted its authority, and circumserihed its success. 

Under these circumstances, Mr. Schlatter thonght 
it best to withdraw from his previous pr4)mineut 
and public positl<»n, to serve God and his genera- ' 

tion in a more retired way. 

-/Xniid rural and domestic scenes, quietly, jK'aee- . 

fully, and, no doubt, u>ernlly and happily, parsed i 

the years at Swectland, till a change came over it 
at the outbreak of the war of frceJom. 
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1777. 

It Bcems that though Mr. Schlatter retired from 
the active duties of chaplain after his return from 
Nova Scotia, ho was still, at least nominally, con* 
tinued in that office; for he signed himself as such 
in official papers some years after he had returned 
from Nova Scotia. ' 

We find him again in the active duties of chap- 
lain at the beginning of the Kevolutionary war; 
whether by virtue of the old appointment or by a 
new commission, does not appear. Uaving been 
all along interwoven officially, and by various cir- 
cumstances, prominently in the affairs of the go- 
vernment, he was at the beginning of the war 

* A marriage certificate given by him, still extant, is as fol* 

lows : 

"L. B. S. 

I do certify hereby, that Seth Quce of Horsham Township, 
Philadelphia county, Ilachelor, and Priscilla Williams, spin« 
•ter, are lawfully married and joined together in holy matri* 
mony, this thirteenth day of June, in the year of our Lord one 
thousand, seven hundred and sixty-two. 

Given under my hand and seal, at my place, Swcctland, this 
13tbdayof June, 1702. 

MiCUACL »Scil LATTER, 

His Majesty's chaplain to the Uoyal Regiment. \h, 8.]'' 
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under the appointment of tlic oM authorities, and 
acted as chaplain in the Britisli armj. This was, 
however, only for a short time* He soon found 
himself impelled bj his feelings and sense of right, 
to espouse the side and cause of the colonies, 
which he did in the face of danger and great 
self-sacrifice. 

Accordingly, in the month of ScptcmWr, 1777, 
when the ]{riti.<)h in\'aded Oemiantown, he refused 
to obey ordcrn, and thus subjected himself to the 
punishment which military law inflicts for such an 
act. He was immediately taken to riiiladelphia 
and impririoncd. His house on (Micstnut Hill was 
entered and plundered by British soldiers. Ua- 
ehel, his youngest daughter, only in the fourteenth 
year of her ago, showed herself very heroic on this 
occasion. At the risk of her life, she seized the 
portrait of her father hanging upon the wall, 
snatching it out of the hand of the soldier who 
was at the time reaching for it, and bore away, as 
upon the feet of a deer, or a young roe, the pre- 
cious treasure. The soldiers in this onslaught, 
seemed to be animated as much by the spirit of 
fell revenge as by the desire of plunder. They 
broke his furniture, cut o[>en his feather beds, and 
scattered their contents to the winds; threw his 
silver ware into the well, perhaps with the hope of 
securing it in a more peaceful time; put his pa- 
pers upon a pile and connigned them to the flames!' 

I Thui, no doubt, iimiijr ititvrotiii;; papers timt wouM be of 
much biMtoriciil intercut wcro cofrnuini'il. Tho l:ir;;cr d'ldry, tu 
firliich lio nlludut in his published Journal, p. 2\^», no doubt 
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Together with his portniity somo motnbors of tho 
family rescued also his coat-of-arms, the silver- 
handled knife and fork, and silver spoon which he 
%va8 accustomed to use while in tliearmy, and a 
case of small instruments, such as a compass, lance, 
pincers, and some others, which are still in pos- 
session of the family of liis grandson, Michael 
Snyder, Esq. of Manayunk. 

How long Mr. Schlatter was confined, cannot 
perhaps now be ascertained ; it was, however, not 
a great while. His prison hours were cheered by 
the visits of his heroic daughter Rachel, who fre- 
quently hastened on horseback to the city, with 
some special provisions for tho comfort of her 
captive father. Kcleased from "durance vile," ho 
returned to his family on Chentnut Hill. 

Throughout the whole Revolutionary struggle, 
his Hyni[)athies were warmly with the American 
cause ; and several of his sons, the one as a grena- 
dier, and the other as an adjutant, did actual ser- 
vice in the sacred cause of freedom. 

Through the moh-like confiscation which so 
sadly befel Sweetland, Mr. Schlatter loHt nearly 
tho whole of his little earthly poHHcssions. As a 
consequence, he was conq^aratively poor in his 
old age. In the spring of 177H, lie again pur- 
chased a small home.' This was not the samo 

met the nAtne fato at thin tinio. Mucli as thin In tu Uo ro- 
l^rt'ttctl, it in Rtill a plcaMant rcllectiun, that this precious rclio 
uiay have burned as iocense on the altar of our national free- 
duin. 

•The deed bears date April 27th, 1778. lie paid X5S0 
for it 
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Bwcetland it ifl truo, but near it, and it soon be- 
came like it by the industry of the family and tliu 
contentment of oge. Tliis second liomestead of 
BIr. »^c')ilatter lien on tbo cant side of the turnpike 
leading from Chestnut Hill to Barren Hill, about 
half a mile from his former rec^idence. Mn Schlat« 
ter manifested much taste in selecting this place 
as Ijis home. A more beautiful spot than Chest- 
nut Hill cannot be found within fifty miles of 
riiiladelphia. From this gentle elevation the cyo 
can command a most lovely and fertile region of 
country for a distance of from twenty to thirty 
miles in every direction, where the Ii(»rizon is 
bounded by a range of blue hilN. During tbo 
last few years, numbcrH of wealthy citizens of I'hi- 
ladclphia have chosen this h\nii for their country 
rehidenees; so that now the Hill is covered with 
jtleaHant and princely viNas of all sort.-^ and htyles 
of architecture, Furrounde<l with groves and gar- 
dens. In the summer months, this is a very ]>ara- 
dino of cool shade, of trees beautiful to look ui»on, 
of fruit pleasant to the taste, of blooming floweniy 
and of singing birds. 

The same Iioiimc in which Mr. Schlatter resided 
ofter the war, up to the time of his death, is still 
standing. It is built of stone, two story higb^ 
with a one story back buiMing. The main build* 
in^r in divided into two rooms below and above. 
It has a small, self-supporting, roof-like projection 
in front, between the first an<l seeoml stories, after 
the oltl style; and originally the house was also 
adorned in front with a small fK>rch after the old 
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sociable fashion. This, however, has been taken 
away. The locks and hinges^ the wall closetsi and 
the small windowsi opening through thick walls, 
are all unmistakable relics of the olden time. The 
veritable knocker, which his friends were wont to 
lift on the occasion of their social viHitn, is still in 
its place upon the door, giving evidence that it has 
done good service in its time. The house Ktands 
a little back from the roud, and the small yard 
thus made is still bhadcd by several aged Lom« 
bardy poplars, standing like solemn, silent senti- 
nels along the fence. The ancient character of 
the whole scene is only the more impressive from 
being embosomed in the mid^st of the latest speci« 
mens of modern taste, exhibited in the villas which 
surround it on all sides. This homestead, with its 
surroundings, is perhaps the only remaining pic- 
ture of the last century on Chestnut Hill. Being 
still in possession of descendants of Mr. Kchlutteri 
we hope they will ** spare" that house, and that no 
one will be permitted to ^' touch a single" stone ! 

Hither, after the war as before it — to this Sweet- 
land as to the other — came hosts of the young 
from all directions, and almost all distances, to 
have their marriuge vows consummated, and re- 
ceive the cheerful blessing of the venerable man. 
An aged schoolnmster who had Mr. Schlatter's re- 
cord book of marriages in his possesHion ibr a long 
time after his death, informed us, that the number 
of marriages he consummated is ahnost Inyond 
bdief. A kind of nniverf^al consent madu him 
the master of these intere>ting ceremonies for all 
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the wide region upon which ono looks out from 
this scrcno and lovely mount 

Hero lived Mr. Hehlatter, till the close of liia 
lonj; and eventful life. Here, by the industry of 
hin fuinilyy and the bloHHing of the God, whom he had 
served by a long life of Kclf-sacriiicing toil, he wasi 
enabled to enjoy a moderate, but comfortable pro* 
viriion in his declining years. 
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CHAPTER XIII. 

80HLATTEB AND MUHLBNBBRO. 

1746-1790. 

Approachixo, as wo now do, the last yean of 
Mr. Schlatter's life, and this being the time of Mr. 
Muhlenberg's death, it seems to be the proper 
place to give some account of the relation which 
these two great and good men sustained toward 
each other through a long period of active life. 

Behold! how good and how pleasant it is for 
brethren to dwell together in unity ! It is like the 
precious ointment upon the head, that ran down 
upon the board, even Aaron's beard, that went 
down to the skirts of his garments; as the dew (»f 
Ilermon ; and as the dew that de^^cended upon the 
mountains of Zion ; for there the Lord coniiuanded 
the blestiing, even life for evermorcJ 

A beautiful practical commentary on this holy 
song of love is the relation of amity which existed 
between the patriarchs of the German Keformed 
and Lutheran Churches in America, Schlatter and 
Muhlenberg, from their first acquaintance up to' 
the death of the latter, in 1787, a period of more 
than forty years. Impelled by the same piety and 
tender love for their destitute brethren in America ; 
sent upon the same kind of a mission, and nearly 

* Psalm ciii. 

(342) 



8CnLATTEa AVD NCULESBERO. 843 

at the same time ; having the same great and good 
work before them, and similar difficulties and trials 
to encounter in their respective labors ; extendir^ 
their general laliors over the same territory, and, 
in a great measure, among the same people; they 
did not only operate together officially in the 
greatest harmony, but lived on the most intimate 
terms of personal friendship. The records show 
not a single collision between them ; but, on the 
contrary, furnish abundant evidence of their mutual 
co-operation. They vindicated one another's char- 
acters; sustained each other's hands; rejoiced in 
each other's fucccsj^; praised each other's fidelity 
in their reports to Europe; and visited each other 
us bosom ii'iends. 

^Ir. {Schlatter, nfler his arrival in riiiladelphia, 
on the Clh of Sqitember, 1740, attended only to a 
few uri^ent matters, and then hastene<l to pay liis 
respi'ct.H to his worthy colleague. "On the loth 
of OctolHT," Hays Schlatter, in his Journal, "hav- 
ing humbly nought the guidance and blessing of 
(jod to prosper me in my way, I tnivdled from 
i*hiladelphia to Trovidence, a distance of thirty 
miles, and visited the Kev. II. M. Muhlenberg, the 
first Lutheran preacher in this country, who, in 
the year 1742, was sent hither by the Verj* Kever- 
end Court-l*reachcr, Ziegenhagen, of London, on 
nearly the same footing with myself, and for the 
same object. I found it expedient to seek an 
understanding as to how it was necessary for me 
to act toward them in reference to the frequent 
intermarriages of these two denominations in these 
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regionB. IIU Bcvercnce received mo with all pot- 
sible affection and brotherly kindncM, commended 
himself and hiB brethren to onr friendt«hipf and 
desired that we mijcht dwell together in neighborly 
amity and peace, which fellowship has also been 
pr?served, sacred and inviolate, during the whole 
time I have been in IVnnsylvunia; so that one 
may well desire that such traces of harmony might 
also be found in Germany." 

On the third day after this pleasant interview, 
having, in the meantime, visited Kev. Boohm, in 
Falkner Schwam, Mr. Schlatter was again at 
Providence. He preached in a barn to that poor 
congregation, aAer which, ho made known his 
commission and his desire of forming a charge,, 
including that congregation and the one in Falkner 
Schwam. Only fiAeen pounds in money and grain 
were pledged for the support of a minister, and ho 
was disposed to be discouraged; but lie adds, 
*^Mr. Muhlenberg, who is the Lutheran preacher 
here and in Falkner Schwam, assured me that the 
Reformed are very numerous here, and that, as 
soon as they saw good order established, received 
preaching every two weeks, and their youth were 
properly instructed, they could and would do more 
than they had promised — in proof of this, ho ap- 
pealed to his own experience." 

When Mr. Schlatter was in Europe, ho took 
occasion, when proper opportunity was furnished, 
to speak in praise of Mr. Muhlenberg and his labors 
in the Lutheran churches in America. Dr. Fre- 
seni, of Frankfort, whom Mr. Schlatter visited 
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both in going to and in returning from Switzer* 
Ittndy in 1751, 1752, in his <* Padtonil Sammlungen,*' 
says of Schlatter: ^* I cannot omit nieutioniiii^ that 
lie nianifcMts great respect and love toward J{ev. 
Muhlenberg and his coadjuton*, the Evangelical 
Lutheran Preacliers in Pennsylvania. He often 
said to me witli great sati.'^faction, tliat they liveil 
t<»gi'tlier in pleasant neighborly harmony ; showed 
me also letters and te.stimoniaU which they had 
given him on hi.s way, in which they extol hiiu 
very highly, and give clear evidence of their trincero 
love toward him. lie a^-sured me that the Evan- 
gelical Lutheran ministers had already brought 
their congregations into a better condition than 
could thus far be reached among the licformed; 
and that this results from the fact that they com* 
raenced earlier and had been promptly t^upported 
by our brethren of the faith in Germany."' What 
an excellent Christian spirit is here mutually mani* 
fested! This is the charity that triumphs over 
party and rejoices in the truth. 

The loveliest and most touching scene in tho 
whole historj- of their long friend>hip, is when 
Schlatter returned from Europe. Having landed 
in tho night at Xew York, early in the moniing 
he hastened to Mr. Muhlenberg*s house, and, as 
they met, he fell upon the g(X)d man's neck in joy 
and love. Mr. Muhlenberg, afterward writing to 
Halle, speaks of this arrival of Mr. Schlatter thus: 
*• On Tuesday July 28th, 1752, early, at C o'clock, 
tho Keformed minister, Kev. Schlatter, came to 

' Pastoral Sam]., part xii. ; p. 2 in the Preface. 
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my house, and embraced me according to the 
primitive custom of sincere fricndtfbip and love. 
In the night, he had arrived safely in a ship from 
Holland, and had brought with him six newly* 
ordained preachers for Pennsylvania, who were 
sent in free by the highly Ucvcrend Synod, and 
who are to bo supported by it. I asked Mr. 
Schlatter whether I must now give him the title 
of Inspector? lie answered, *No; I have not 
sought my own, but Uod's honor, in seeking to 
advance tlie best interests of the forsaken congre- 
gatioiis in Pennsylvania.' 

*'In the evening, I was invited to see the nix 
newly-arrived Reformed miniHtcrs. I went and 
welcomed them with the words : * JK*hold ! I send 
you forth as slieep in the uiuUt of woIvch! be yo 
thereforn winu as serpents and harnilcHH as doves.' ** ' 

As already stated, their friendship was uninter- 
ruptedly continued, and we lind frequent records 
of mutual visits from one to the other. We can 
only give a few specimens. 

" On Monday, the 10th of March, 1761, 1 desired 
to go quietly out of town," says Kev. Muhlenberg, 
^'but I was accompanied by the Swedish Provost 
AVrangel,' and one of his elders; the first went 
with me till wo came to Mr. Schlatter's, where wo 
were entertained in a very friendly manner and 
lodged for the night." 

On Kaster Monday, April 12, 17C2, Mr. Muhlen- 

■ Hal. Nach., pp. 502, M\, 604. 

' Hcv. Charles Mai;nut Wrangcl. Ha i§ mentioned at paator 
of llic Swedish church tt the ford near Norristown at the tima 
of its erection, 17G3. His. llccol. of Penn.j p. 4K5. 
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bci^ went to Barren Ilill. ** Rev. Pastor Schlatter 
al(K> camOi and bad made an appointment, after 
my Kermon, to administer the IIolj Sapper to 
some Reformed members. After my sermon, Mr. 
Schlatter yet added a ^hort exhortation, still fui> 
ther impresHing u|K)n their hearts what they had 
heard. After thi.^, he went with his church mem* 
bera into the union Fchool-house, where he ndmin* 
iHterud the Holy SuppiT." 

"Xov. 2-M, 1702. From thence I went to Ror. 
Schlattcri who received mo very kindly; and by 
him and other neighborM, I waH entertained with 
very edifying converhationa concerning the kin«f- 
dom of the (Vosm." 

IJeHidei* theses there are yet two other friendly 
vinitH, r4*eorded iti the year 1702, wliich Mr. Schlat- 
ter mudo to the Iiouho of Mr. MuhlenberiC* Ilt^^v 
delightful mUHt have been the communion whicli 
these two excellent men enjoyed on huch visiti«» 
when, turning aside for a moment from their 
arduous labors and multitudinous cure?, they met 
in the nacred cpiietudo of their homes to counsel 
and encourage one another, to rejoice in each 
other's Bucce>s, and to extend a mutual sympathy 
in their varir)us trials. 

Arter thcHC two eminent Fer%'ants of Jesus 
(Mirist had walked together in peace till they were 
both aged and ripe for a better world, it pleaded 
the Lord to take away Mr. Muhlenberg, who was 
the older, first. He died at the Tra]»pe, in Mont- 
gomery County, October 7th, 1787, in the sevcnty- 
seventh year of his age.* On the 10th, Mr. Schlat- 

• lie wai \K)rn S-jit. 0, 1711. 
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tor, who then rc^idod at Chestnut Ilillt and won 
already in his seventieth year, attended his funeral 
as the last earthly tribute of love to his well-tried 
and abiding friend. It was but a few years Intor 
when Schlatter also died ; and who can doubt flint 
then the fellowship, but a short time broken to 
mortal eyc^, was renewed in that world where 
charity is pure and permanent, and where all the 
beautiful is glorified ? 

These two learned and good men were attached 
to their several confessions, and the venerable and 
sacred religious customs of the communions in 
which they stood ; but they heeded, at the same 
time, the apostolic injunction: ^' Above all these 
things, put on charity, which is the bond of |ier- 
feetncBs." Who does not sincerely desire that the 
si»irit of these men may e\'cr reign as the spirit of 
these two confessions in this country? As they 
are, in an important sense, the fathers of these two 
branches of the Church in America, let all the 
children show themselves worthy of such parentage 
by cultivating the same spirit. 

Though I speak with the tongues of men and 
angels, and have not charity, I am become as a 
sounding brass or a tinkling cymbal. And though 
I have the gift of prophecy, and understand all 
mysteries and all knowledge; and though I have 
all faith, so that I could remove mountains, and 
have not charityi I am nothing. And though I 
bestow all my goods to feed the poor, and though 
I give my body to be burned, and have not charity, 
it profiteth mo nothing. 



CHAPTER XIV. 

OLD AOB AND DEATH. 

To follow tlio pilgrim 'Mo tho ncenc which U hU 
Iftiiti'* is now our solemn duty. ])c not reloetant : 
It in not a gloomy way by wliich ho went down- 
As wo fancy somo venerable hermit sitting before 
his cave on the silent mountain-side, with the 
mild and mellow glory of the getting sun hhiiiirig 
full upon his faeo, so do wc see this venerable 
servant of Jchuh Christ looking seri'noly back from 
the twilight of life's evening, upon the world whi<*Ii 
lie ha.H travelled, but di'sirouH to travel no more. 
With the f«anie nerene cheerfulnes,') which charac- 
terized him all his life, ho disappears slowly among 
the willows of Jordan, ringing as he g(x>ii: 

Tlio lifirJ i« my Slie|ilicrJ; 

I kliiill not witiitf 

Ili< tiiukrtli iiic U» Vtn down in f^c^n panturct: 

]Itf li'.'i(J('tli inc liOdiilo the utiU WAtcm. 

Yea, tlioii}(li 1 wnlk tlirou;;li the vnllejr 

or the nlmtiow of dcntli, 

1 utill fear nu rvil; 

Fur lliiai firt with itic; 

Thy nnl aihI thy utiilf, 

Thoy comfort m«». 

Mr. Kchlutler retained bin heafth and his physical 
ond mental vigor, in a remarkable degree, in hi^ 
old age. ]>ciiig of a cheerful and friendly di»iN>. 
30 (340) 
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fiition, be was a favorite among his neighbors, and 
was venerated as a patriarch by old and young. 

His personal appoarance in old ago was very 
venerable. Well formed, well proportionedi and 
well rounded in the form of his body and the 
features of his face, his appearance was mild and 
good-natured. IFc was of medium ni/e and weight. 
His hair was bunliy, and as white as snow, nicely 
parted, and hung <lo\vn to his Hhouldern. Though 
he Imd a iinc head of huir, yet according to tlio 
curitom of the times ho wore a wig on public 
occasions — this he alHO always put on when lio 
was called upon to many a couple. In the public 
services of the church, in addition to the wig, ho 
also wore the black gown and peritruchelinm, or 
white color under the chin, as he is seen in the 
portrait. He was extremely neat and clean in his 
dress, and even on ordinary occasions always care- 
ful to present a genteel appearance. "Whoever 
passed his house early on a morning in summer, 
could see him before the door dressed in his morn- 
ing gown, his face mild and pleasant as the full 
moon, while ho politely greeted the passer with 
pleasant words and a graceful bow. 

As all good old men are, he was a great friend 
to children, and in return he was a great favorite 
with them. Xo doubt Goldsmith's lines were often 
literally fulfilled : 

" Kvcn children fuUowcd with endearing will, 
And plucked hii gown tu sliaro the guod nian't iroile.'' 

The young people far and near were exceedingly 
fond of the venerable pastor on Chestnut Hill. Wo 
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havo already referred to tbo fact, that immciis^c 
numbcn camo to liim to bo married. Tlii^^, wo 
liavo been told by tlio ancient people, re8ulte<I Irotn 
the eano with which lie could be approachc4l by tljc 
niOHt diiliilent, and the Fynipathetic joy %vith wliieh 
ho could enter into the cheerful spirit of the voiirii^. 
lie waH always buoyant and ela.^tic in bin Fpirit:» ; 
but in bin old a;xe, when the childlike fceliti;^ re- 
turned with pvatcr force by a law of naturc% Iji.4 
chccrfulncr'H was of hucIi a patrianhal ca.nt, tbut 
in it.i frccnt flow it did not tran>ccnd the I'miitH (»f 
innocence, or in any way enccuirai^c levity. Thus 
the youn^ frit free in hU proiiice, while at tbo 
ftanie time hirt venerable per>4»n acted on their 
mindn and hcartn an a gentle restraint. 

"Thou;;1i u]t\, lie Ktlll retained 
His miinly Honna nn<l encr;;y of niinJ, 
Virtiiouii and u imo ho was, but not HCTore ; 
He Htill remcniWrcd that he once wa4 joung: 
His caoy presence checked no decent joj. 
And lau^^hin;; could instruct." 

Wo have before stated that he was always greatly 
re8i)ected by the rulers of the land, and cnjoye<l 
the coniidenco and personal friendship of the 
prominent men of the state. There are ugi'd r»eoide 
still living at Chestnut Hill, who remember that 
Mr. Schlatter use*! to receive and greatly enjoy 
visits from manv of the civil celebritii-s of the dav. 
(lovernor Mifllin was a particular friend of Iii-s 
iiimI often visited him. He was also on the nni.^t 
ihtiniato terms with («cn. Joseph Hei>ter, after- 
wards Governor of Pennsylvania — mutual viaita- 
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tlatm tions having been kept up between theni« AVhen 

i» 1^ we inquired of an aged individual why he received 

mM such frequent visits from this class of person.^ ttio 

M\ answer was, his own great fondness for intelligent, 

niih social intercourse, his extraordinary cheerfulnes!<, 

tbiK and his gift of entertaining company in a pleasant 

hhf and profitable way. 

Ai'^ lie is said to have had a great fund of incidents, 

iM- occurrences, and anecdotes of the two wars, in both 

at' of which he had acted a public part, which he 

bii' could relate in the most successful manner for the 

. 1 entertainment of his friends. Though fond of 

Jill relating matters that were connected with liis own 

Dlk eventful life and rich experience, yet he uniformly 

avoided making himself the hero of his own story, 

A careful study of his life will convince any one 

that he was a modest man ; nor did this grace 

leave him in his old age, which is a ir(.*no<I when 

its absence is the more easily excusiMl. 

Mr. Schlatter was always disposed to hospitality, 
as the reader will have incidentally learned in 
I pursuing the course of his lif(», and he delighttMl 

i particularly in the exercise of this estimable grace 

k in old age. The poet's beautiful description of a 

k country pastor, is true history as applied to tho 

t homestead of Mr. Schlatter. 

" Ills Louso was known to all the vagrant train, 
lie chid their wandering^), but relieved their pain ; 
The long- remembered beggar was his guest, 
Whose beard deseending swept bin aged breast ; 
The ruined (spendthrift, now no longer proud, 
Claimed kindred there, and had his claims allowed ; 
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Tb« broken folJier, kindljr tsde to sUj, 
84t hj li* ftr«, and UlkcJ the iii;;ht awaj; 
IVcjit o'er liifl woundit, cr tales of mttrow done. 
Shouldered hit crutch, and nhowed liotr fieldn were won. 
IMcaMcd with bin f^ucittA, the f^ood man learned to glow^ 
And quite for|;ot their vices in their woe ; 
Careless their merits or their faults to scan. 
His pity gavo ere char it j bc;;an. 

Sonio innocent eccentricities manifc»t^f! tLcm- 
Bclves during Li» last years, wlii^'h uee still remem- 
bered by a few of the a^cd. Wc will mention an 
instance, which is perhaps not so much an eccen- 
tricity as an illustration of his patriarchal character, 
and tlio easy manner in which this honor was 
awarded to him by his ^odd nei,t;hbor8. It was 
custonmry in those days for the female worshippers 
at ISarren Hill to wear nhort ^owns and neat 
aprons. (Jn occasions when he proaclicd thore, as 
liu proceeded up the ui.^lo toward tho pulpit-— 
which ho always did in a very hurried manner — 
ho would Huddenly ^top, and without sayin:; a 
word, would kcIzo hold of one of thc>-c clean aprons 
to wijjo tho <lu?it from his ;^Iassc.s which he ur^ually^ 
carried in his hands when not in use. 

Mr. Schlatter's wife, the nteady and faithful com- 
panion of his earthly pilgrimage, i>receded him 
into the better world ; fco that in this respect, he 
was alone in his old age. The precise time of her 
death is not known now, owing to the defective 
manner in which the records have been kefit. Her 
history, along-side of the active public history of 
her husband, is a silent one. IVrhaps this is the 
best history of her that the church could have. 
80 * 
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Would it not be well if that of Mrs. Wesley and 
Mrs. Whitfield had been of this character? All 
that incidentally comes forward of Mrs. Schlatter 
is the most honorable to lier memory. Her will- 
ingness to leave her wealthy and highly respect- 
able parents in the city of New York, to unite 
her life with that of a comparatively poor, laborious, 
and for the most part, travelling missionary in a 
new country — her patience and contentment with 
all the cares of a family during his frequent long 
absences on missions, and in the public service 
during the wars — are acts which themselves speak 
volumes to her honor. She lies buried at Barren 
Hill church; but — my pen falters! — without a 
stone to mark her grave ! Have not the ladies of 
the German Reformed church sufficient piety and 
gratitude — when this fact comes to their know- 
ledge — to erect a modest memorial over the lonely 
grave of the missionary's wife? — Mrs. Maria 
Henrika Schlatter. 

In the touching language spoken in reference to 
Israel of old, the time drew nigh that the venerable 
patriarch must die, and be gathered to his fathers. 
The precise day of his death is not known. His 
will, however, bears date October 22d, 1700, and 
was admitted to probate on the 23d of November 
of the same year, lietween these two dates his 
death occurred. An aged man on Chestnut Hill, 
whose mind and memory are sound and active, 
Rays be died in the latter part of October. His 
life exceeded the common allotment of three-sroro 
and ten, he having been, at the time of his death, in 
the seventy-fifth year of his age. 
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Of his words and experiences in Ins last hourly 
records and traditions have lianded nothing down 
to ns! These arc generally much desired, but in 
reality are not of so mucli importance as is often- 
times thouicht. A man's livinic words are of more 
account than his dyin^ij words. How has a man 
lived V is a greater question than, liow has lie died ? 
They that live in the Lord will die in the Lord. 
The sun that chinos in glory through the whole of 
its course, surely also sets in glory, even though a 
cloud should pass over it as it sinks beneath tliC 
horizoi!, and its last mildest rays should be seen 
by no human eye. 

Death a[»proached him calmly and slowl}'. lie 
was somewhat feeble during the last 3*ear of Lis 
life ; but it seemed rather to be old age than sick- 
ness that was releasing him. In the death of the 
good, the old passes gently and quietly into the 
new. The mysterious power of the unseen, by a 
silent victory outmasters the spirit's affinities to the 
seen and temporal, till as by sweet constraint, and 
in willing obedience to the beckoning of an invisi-. 
blc hand, the saint begins to feci the im[»ulses of a 
holy haste, ^Mooks to his God, and plumes his 
wings for heaven." Death is both a sleep and an 
awakening, 

** is) llfo glides Boiootbly, aud by 8teahh away, 
More gulden thun tbat age of fabled gold, 
Ilenoii Dcd ia ancient song ; not Tez'd with care, 
Or stiiin'd with guilt, beneficent, approved 
Of God and man, and peaceful in its end. 
So glide my life away! and so at last. 
My bhare of duties decently fulfilled, 
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May Bome disease, not tardj to perfonn 
Its destined o£Bce, yet with gentle Htroke, 
Dismiss me weary to a safe retreat, 
Beneath the turf that I have often trod/' 

Mr. Schlatter's remains were taken to PhiladcU 
phia, and interred in what was then the burial-ground 
of the German lieformed church, but is now 
Franklin Square. This sacred place was vacated 
in 18o7, hy the authorities of IMiiludelphia: whether 
it was done also by divine authority, some doubt ! 
This grave-yard occupied a good portion of the 
northern and eastern side of this large 8C|uarc. 
Some of the dead were removed when the grave- 
yard was vacated: but the greater portion remain. 
The ground was originally something lower than 
it is now, having been filled up in grading, Ki/mo 
live or more feet. The tombstones were laid ilut 
on the graves and then covered. 

To u member of the Ciornuin licformed church, 
this beautiful s(|uare in a spot for tender and solemn 
meditation. Here lie the remainn of liis kindred 
in the faith, in the noiseless repose of death. 

Ilcro are tlio doad — 

The silent dead ! 
They hoed not, and they hoar not 

Our paMnin); trend. 
How calm, witli ufnturned faces, 
Low in their rcstin;; places, 

Tho palo^ pale slumbercra He I 

Here are the dead — 

Our kindred dead I 
Through lonp;, long generationf, 

Laid in this bed. 
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In silent deep communion, 
Duftt Bockfl with dust reunion,. 
As side bj side they lie. 

Here are the dead — 

The sainted dead ! 
Forever free from turmoil — 

From tears and dread; 
In hope their bvMlics slccptn/i^ 
In licavcn their npirlts reaping 

Kternal life and jojr. 

l)ircctly cast of the Fparkling jct8, a few feet lu 
from the cdirc of tlio circular gravel-walk, under 
the preen sod, lie the IJcvd's Stciner and Winkhanf*, 
and Dru. Weyhcrg and Hci.<lcl, the aged. Directly 
north of this 8p(»t, ahont midway between it and 
Vino street, lies Ucv. Mich.akl J^ruLATTEK; and 
around thcno Icatlcrs of the Lord's lior^t far and 
near— a nilcnt congregation now! — hieep tliou- 
Bands of those to whom they once ministeri^d the 
h(»ly ordimmces of the church, and the i»r4*('i<MH 
instructions and cruisdlations «»f the <in-|»c!. There 
are many now living ^vho rcmcmlKT the inarhlc 
hhih which nuirkcMl Mr. f'*hhittcr*H grave, and can 
I)oint out tho Hpot* Ah in the case of the rest, his 
tomlMt<M)o was laid upon the grave, and covered 
by tho grading. 

The Htrangcr enters this rural M-ene in the tuuUt 
of the erovded city with other thoughts, lcu>t of 
all thinking that he is in a cemetery! In us the 
very cheerliiluess (»f the scene, which busy thought 
brings into contrast with what wo know \a be 
covered by it, inspires a deeJMT fvuf^o of all that is 
changeable on earth, and of all that is cndiiring in 
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licavon. Amid tho lifu and lovo, tbo flhino and 
Bhade, tho bloom and beauty, tbo Bilonco and Bon;;, 
tbo low murmur of tbo crowd, and tbo joyful Hbout 
of cbildrcn on a Bummcr day, wo feel — or Bccm 
to fool — 

"A dreamy prcicnco evorjwherOf 
Ai if of fpiritn proBgiiij; to and fro ; 
Wo almost hear tlieir vuicof in tho air, 
And feci, their hahny piniunt touch tho brow.'' 

Hero sleep sweetly together, yo pastora and poo» 
plo ! In joy as to your spirits, in hope an to your 
bodies. Kest amid these hospitable shades. Itest, 
till the Lord himself shall descend from heaven 
with a shout, and tho voice of the archangel and 
the trumpet of God, shall call you to tho resur- 
rection of the just. With the sacred sorrow of 
love, with the lioly assurance of faith, and with 
the blessed joy of hope, wo pronounce over you 
the words with which the early Keformed church 
was wont at the close of her burial service to bid 
adieu to her dead : — 

"The Lord bless thee who hast returned to thy 
Fathcr*8 house, and protect us who remain in our 
pilgrimage: 

The Lord make His face to shine upon theo 
where light arises to tho upright as tho noonday, 
and bo gracious unto us who still tarry in the twi* 
liirht: 

The Lord lift tho light of His countenance upon 
tluv, and give theo the peace of those who walk 
by vision, and unto us the peace of those that ^alk 
by fuith. Amen." 



CirAPTEll XV. 

• ClILATTeil*!! DKSCENDANTg. 

WiiRy wo liavo followed a niftti'ii life tlironp^h a 
soricm of noble uc'liicvotiiontii up to \U cflo.HC, tliero 
rcmuiiifl U|N)n our Tuindd a natural curiosity to 
know t(onietiVin<; of hi8 desecnclaiitH. His lionof is 
in a certain sense tlie honor also of his ofispriii^, 
and we desire to seek them out and award them 
the inheritance of respect bequeathed to them by 
an honored ancestor. So far as the author has it 
in his power, this reasonable curiosity and dejuiro 
of the reader fihall be gratified. 

Mr. Schlatter had four sons and five dan«;hters; 
all his daui^hters and one of his sons were vet liv- 
lUjj^ at the time of his death. His children were as 
follows: 

1. KuzAVKTii was born October 2.'>th, 171^ and 
dicil on the ISth of April, is 10, aired ninety-one 
vears, five months, and three davs. She was never 
married. 

2. IIkxhv TuKolMilMrs was born June llUli, IT'iO. 
He was baptized Auijjust l^lth, IT^iO, his ^raiid* 
parents beint? sponsors. Nolhin*^ further is known 
of him. Ho no doubt diid in infancy. 

Jl. Mauv was born June 4th, ITol. She was 
numied to Adam Snvder of IJt»xborouL;h, l*a. 
After his death, she was married to a Mr. Jtdin 
Hi'mmin«jj. She died December 2-5d, ls20, ai^ed 
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Bcvciity-eight years, six months, and nineteen 
duys. 

4. GcRiiARD HicifAKD was born July 7th, 17/>3, 
** Tho Hiiomon in his buptinrn/' say tho Keconls in 
rhiluc]eli>hia, *^\vero Hon. Kichanl reters, Kc'cro- 
tary of Pennxylvania, and Hev, (iifrhard KuK*n« 
kanip, miniHter in Amsterdam/' llo was nanunl 
AtltcT tlicHo two dlHtin/^nnHhcd men, who woro inti- 
tnatu and laithiul IViundH of Mr. HilihUti^r. This 
Fon entorod tho army ot* tho c()h)niHtH, in tho 
war of the Hovohition. He was Adjutant in uhat 
was called tho '*FIyin.i( Canip** — and was in tho 
battles of (lermantown, IVmecton, and Itrandy- 
wine. At the hattle of (ierniantown he had two 
horses shot under liiin in one day. Ho died at 
I'rinceton, Poceniber 7th, 1787, aged thirty-four 
years, and five months. 

5. David Samuel was born September 22d, 1755. 
As sponsors, are named, Kev. David Thompson, 
Reformed minister in the Ennclish church in Am* 
Bterdam, and Kev. Samuel Chandler, D. D., minis- 
ter in Loudon. These men, as has been seen in 
this narrative of his life, were eminent co-workers 
M'itli Mr. Schlatter, and hence this son was honor- 
ed with their names. This son was also in tho 
army during the war. After servinji^ his time, ho 
left the army; but he was afterward, with some 
others, taken prisoner by the British, and carried 
away to somo island. Here he endured great pri- 
vations and suilerings. After sonio time, he had 
the fortuncof being exchanged for other prisoners, 
and thus found his way lH)me. His constitution, 
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however, was broken down by the liardsbips ho 
\itxd endured; and he arrived at home sick and 
feeble. lie died about three months aftonvanK 

(}. SUiSANXAii. She wa-i married to Mr. Daniel 
IIu^fbcH, of the frni of •*l>aiii(:l and •Samuel 
Ilugbeii/' |»roj»rietor o( Mount Alto Furna<;e and 
Kor^Uy on the went Hide of the .South niountiiin in 
Franklin county, Pennsylvania. J)ani4l IIiiirb<*4 
rohtdcd at an early time in Ha;(ernl()vvn, Mary- 
land, and owned also a For^o on the Antietatn. 
Mr. Hchlattcr in bin will, divideii bis proiierty 
equally anion;^ biii livin^c children ; but makoH an 
exeejition in the case of '*Mnsanijah, wife of l>a- 
niel llu;(hei4, of Maryland/' to whom he makes a 
*' special Icijaey of live i»f)und:<, for the purcliasc 
of a mourning ring, considering/' as the will eays, 
" that she is blest with a competcucy above her 
sisters, and brother.** 

7. Michael, lie on one occasion went out as 
flupercargo in a merchant vessel, and was not 
beard from afterwards, lie is suppc^siod to have 
been lofit at sea. He is mentioned in his father's 
will, and mu^t therefore have been still living at 
the time of his father's death, 17'J0. 

8. Hester was born in 1702, and died Novem- 
ber loth, Ivll, aged forty-nine years. She waa 
never married. 

9. ItAcuEL was born June 4tb, 17G4. She was 
a very masculine and courageous woman. When 
her father was in prison in Philadelphia, she, being 
then only in the fourteenth year of her age, used to 
ride to the city to bring him provision. When the 
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army lay in tho ncighhorliood of Chestnut Hill, 
slio used to plait tho hair of tho American ofliccni, 
for which they paid her pocket-money each time. 
She died March 8th, 183(1, aged seventy-one ycurrf, 
nine months, and four day^. 

Tho daughters Hester, Elizabeth, and Rachel, 
resided together in their father's homestead, at 
Sweetland, on Chestnut Hill, up to tho time of 
their death. They were all communicant mem- 
bers of the German Kcformed Church at German* 
town. The last two died while Rev. A. Ilelfen- 
Btein, Jr., was pastor of that church; and ho 
preached funeral sermons on the occasion of their 
burial. They arc all buried at the church at Uar- 
ren Hill, in which, it is Kiid, tho Reformrd Church 
had formerly an interest. These three daugliterrf, 
together with John Adam Seitz, . Mr. »S(hIattcr 
made the executors of hi.s will. 

These daughters were mueh resj>ceted in tho 
neighborhood where they lived ; were women of 
natumlly strong minds and a good degree of Intel* 
ligence, and devoted to the Church. They were 
in moderate circumslances as to this world's goods. 
Their father had left them the homestead, and a 
small Incomo beside; but not suflicient to sustain 
them of itself. However, by adding to it their 
own industry and a strict economy, they lived 
comfortably and above want. It seems, frofu his 
will, that bo expected to inherit some property 
from his brothers and sisters, at that timo living in 
St. Gall, in Switzerland, which bo bequeaths, in 
equal shares, to his children ; but whether anything 
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was ever received by them from this fioarco doca 
not appear. 

Wo havo not thou^i^ht it necessary to trace his 
dcjiccfidantji beyond liis immediate children. It 
may, however, yet be mentioned, that Mr. William 
^^chhitter, well known in earlier times in Philadel- 
phia aA an extensive importer rnd wholesale dry* 
goods merchant, was one of his |crandsons. He 
became very wealtliy, and resided for a long time 
in princely style in Chestnut Street, between Twelfth 
and Thirteenth. It is said that he adopted tic 
teachings of Swedenborg, and, out of his own fumK 
built the Swfdcnborg church, in the iieighliorhooJ 
of his residence, in Philadelphia.* lie met, how- 
ever, with great losses by the su<Iden fall of goo^ls 
consequent upon the declaration of peace at the 
close of the late war. Pv this reverse of fortune, 
he became comparatively poor, and passed throuirh 
severe trials, deeply affecting him in body and in 
mind, in the latter part of his life. He died about 
the year 1S28. lie was held in high estimation, 
and, for a long time, Iiad great iniluence in the 
commercial circles of the metrop(»Iis. His children 
arc highly re^p* <table. Two of his Fons have been 
]>rominent and talented engineers in the State, and 
were employed by companies arnl the State in 
extensive railroad and canal projects. One of 
them married a danixhter of Mr. Peacock, formerly 
Postmaster, and a well-known an<l ver>' worthy 

* He likowiso fiuUihhci], and di.*'tril>utcd gratuitou^IJ^, thuu- 
6an<l:i of* \oIuines of SiieJculK/r;;'ii workn. 
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citizen of Ilarrisburg, Pa. Ilis daughter Eliza is 
I tho ^:ife of Mf. Chandlery a prominent and sue- 
I cessfal lawyer of Boston, [Nlassaehusetts. 
i In the city of St. Oall, in Switzerland, there are 

i still Schlatter families of the same ancient stock ; 
> but the immediate branch from w*hich Michael is 

descended, beginning with his father, is there 
I extinct. The only remaining descendants of tho 
I family are in America. 



CUAPTER XVI. 

GENERAL CUARACTEB. 

From the picture of his life and labors which we 
have cudeavorcd to draw in this volume, the reader 
will, wo have no doubt, get a pretty definite and 
di.<^tinct jmprcs.-jon of the general character of Kev. 
Michael Schlatter. Htili there are some things 
here to be said, in the way of designating and illus- 
trating such traits and characteristics as were most 
prominent and controlling. 

Mr. Schlatter could always command the highest 
testimonials, from the most respectable sources, 
whenever it was nece^sarv for him so to do, a1>un- 
dant evidence of which has already aj»peared. 
Dr. Fresoni, of Frankfort-on-the-Mayne, who pub- 
lijshed his Journal, says, in his introductory remarks: 
"I have had the pleasure of becoming acquainted 
with the Author, l*astor Schlatter, when he visited 
me frequently, as well in autumn of last year, when 
on his way Into Switzerland, as also on his return 
at the beginning of this year. According to my 
judgment he is an honest, judicious, and meek 
man ; a man zealously concerned for the spread of 
Christ's kingdom, as may also be inferred from his 
writings. He has now returned to America, and 
31* ' (3C.>) 
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will labor to carry for^iard tho important work 
which has thcro been commenced/' ' 

As a man, he was remarkably easy and friendly 
in his manner. In company, in the social circlo, 
and with friends, he was free, familiar, and full of 
vivacity and cheerfulness. When the occasion was 
not serious, there was a quiet humor in his looks 
and words. It is said that he excelled in pure, 
innocent humor and wit ; but never indul^iMl in a 
way that did not comport with his rniniHtcrial 
character. Tme humor and wit are not to bo con- 
founded with folly and frivolity. Only a truly 
serious man can be humorous and witty. Wit and 
humor rank in the same category with irony; — 
while irony shows folly in a contemptuous light, 
y\\t and humor show it to bo ridiculous. A bad 
mon may be silly, but not humorous — he may bo 
wily, but not witty. Only he who is above the 
ridiculous, and never appears ludicrotis hiniKcIf, 
can truly be humorous, in short, these capacities 
must have a solemn background ; and, when 
properly used, are innocent and useful. 

Mr. Sdilatter was possessed of a very catholic 
spirit ; and ho always k<'|it himself well intbrmed 
in regard to the general movements in the world, 
especially political and religious. He took a deep 
interest in the civil affairs of our own country; 
indeed, it seemed diflicult for him, in the active 

' MuhlrnliCr);, fi*|>cakinf; well of Schlatter, HayH: "Den urn 
die Khre Gottct iinter den Kefoniiirtoii Oeineinen in l*cniiii|l- 
vanicn cifrig bciiiUhctcn Mumicii/'^llul. Nucli., p. 311. 
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portion of Iiia liA% to localize hU mind, heart, and 
activitiert. IIo wan aUvnyn ready to full in with 
general cnteq»riHCrt; and wan never content to move, 
like a man that wallcM in the halo of a lamp which 
lio hearfl in his own hand, Hcein;:; only around him 
and near him, witliout coniprehcndini;r his jrenoral 
latitude and loniritude. In a word, he was con.-^ti- 
tuted, in taste and talont, for a pnhlic man. 

While he irave ahundat proof of his <lee{> interest 
in the liifornied Church — manifi.-ted an intelliirent 
pnfcn.'nio for her faith — felt the power of all her 
traditional a«^"<ociati<»n.s and was ttnderlv influenced 
hy the home-f«*ulini^ of her t^jji ritual household, yet 
in all his puhlic life, which brought him into ire- 
((uent contact with other relii^ious denominations, 
we have not di*covere«l a Fin«^le in>tance in wliich 
he betrayed the least bi:^otry, or narrow, Feet aria ii 
Hpirit. True, there were nmall relitrioU'^ parties in 
the land, of which he hotnetimes hpoke in de<icK*d 
terms; but oidy, like .l(»hn hitn**elf, as a te>tiiii<iiiy 
atraiust tlu'ir fiilso reliirious principKs and practice!*. 
Toward all the reigning bodies i»f Chri>tians, who 
have a respectable history and a «;enerally-aeereilited 
faith, he uniformly acted with the ^reate^t rove* 
rence, ami tho most enlarged chanty, lie lived 
not only on ^ood terms, but in constant intitnaey, 
with the pri>minent ministers of the day in all the 
other denominations. We have met with a number 
of instances in which he received from them murkti 
of the greatest considoration, coniideiice, and love. 

Mr. Schlatter had a; very in<|ui>itive and impiirinj^ 
mind in rc^^ard to all incidental occurrences that 
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^ crossed his path. He was a close obsen'er iu his 

I travels, of things in the world of nature, and the 

V world of man. Though not meddlesome, he was 

always anxious to inquire into everj-day occur- 

' rences around him. Thus he became eminently a 

i practical man, and knew how to turn all the results 

i of his observations to a practical account. He 

eniphutically understood the workings of human 

( nature, and knew the ways of nx^n. 

t I To was fond of order, and had the power and 

1 tact of orpmization in an eminent diT^^rce. Ho 

' was ])ronipt and punctual in liin nppointnicntM — 

1 careful and exact in all his buHincHM. Thi^ {m n'cu 

> in many of the old church rcconls which ho com* 

> ni(>ncc(l, and in conntitutionH and rules of order 
' which lie drew up for the churches that he vi/^ited 
' and organized. Jlis records are made in a clear, 

clean, and careful hand. (Jreatly is it to be regret- 
i ted that so many of our old churchcH, to whom he 
Khowed a more excellent way, have since manif(.*.sted 
such a sad carelcHsncHs and even culjmble indiflcr- 
ence in rerard to their recordn. 

It was thin faculty of onler and organization that 
was a most prominent cause of his huccohh in his 
early labors among the churches in America. He 
is said not to have been what is generally called a 
popular preacher; he was solid and iuHtructive, but 
not eloquent and fascinating. He had tenderness, 
but it manifested itself rather in )iis own tears, 
than in words that would make others weep. 
What made him welcome everywhere, and gave 
liiiu influence among the infant churches, was 



(u:neral ciiakactek. 371 

onkindlo from a Bninll Hpark, but rather that tbo 
bond of brotherly lovo and peace may be strcnprth- 
cmumI and rendered indissohible. Our motto t«hall 
l)e:^ 

•Fricdo ernchrl, 
Unfricd vcrzehrt.' " 

Mueh holy wisdom underlies these rules ; and, 
verily, better than gold is this motto. May such 
congregations as live in strife, see these words, as 
it were, tho hand-writing of lire in Belahazzar's 
palace, upon their church walls. Surely ** peace 
nourishes, but strife consumes." 

These extracts hhow, at the same time, his tender 
concern for the Hpi ritual advancement of his iiieui- 
bers. His de>ire that his members might not only 
have tho name, but also p(K-scss the power of 
('liri>tianity, nppears in many ways — his jiiurual 
will furnish abundant evidence on this point. The 
rules of order which he drew up for the government 
of his congregation in Philadelphia, seem more 
like a solemn covenant, binding them mutually to 
grow in grace, and lead a holy life, than like what 
is generally regarded as a constitution fora churcli. 

Prominent amid ever)' other trait in Mr. .Schlat- 
ter's character is his extraordinarj' industry and 
I)erscverance. He was a man of astonishing enerpry 
of character. In a review of his life, nothinjj 
stiikcs us so forcibly as this. It seems as if no 
obstacles in the path of duty could make him liesi- 
tate. No diiliculties discouraged him, no trials 
disheartened him, no failures could break down his 
courage, or take away his elasticity. "Whatever Le 
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believed ought to be done, he was willing to under- 
take. A true Swiss, ho was not to be subdued ; 
nor would he cease pursuing his path, though diffi- 
culties rose before him, like hills on hills, and Alps 
on Alps, in the land of his birth. 

His journal gives evidence of his great industry. 
It will be scon how frequent were hib visits to dis- 
tant settlements — how fur apart lay his appoint- 
ments between the forenoon and afternoon services, 
and between one day and another, so that he fre- 
quently travelled late at night and early in thei 
morning to reach them. These journeys he made 
on horseback, in all seasons of the year, and in all 
kinds of weather; at a time, too, when the country 
was new — thinly inhabited between the diilercnt 
settlements — roads bad, and inadequately opened — 
crossings of streams and rivers extremely difficult, 
and often really perilous. The record of his travels 
and labors is a most interesting picture of liis ear- 
nestness, and shows that he was truly a man "in 
labors abundant,** "diligent in busincs?, and fer- 
vent in spirit." 

To sum up in a few words, Mr. Schlatter had a 
healthy body, and a well-balanced mind — medium 
in physical size, and medium in intellectual abili- 
ties. He had a kind, elastic spirit, a cheerful faith, 
and a ready practical turn that could meet emer- 
gencies. He was solid and sound in his theological 
and religious views, truo to the proper churclily 
order of the Reformed Church, earnest, honest, and 
reliable ; and, if we would think of any one thing 
in which he was extraordinary, it was in energy, 
industry, and perseverance. 



CHAPTER XVII. 

COXCLUDINO BEHARKS. 

We cannot concludo tho story of the life and 
labors of this apostolic man without referring to 
tlic fact, that the German Kcfomicd Church in 
America has great reason to lay to lieart the solemn 
lesson which the facts of this volume teach. The 
church docs now, and will for years to como^ sus- 
tain a relation to the vast Home Missionary field 
]yu)f* westward in our country, strikinijly similar 
to that which tlic mother C'hurch in Europe sus- 
tained to tho infant dauichter in P-astcrn America 
one hundred years ago. Precisely the same kind 
of work is needed in the westward extension of the 
Church. The same api»eals which then went from 
XeWfJorso}', Pennsylvania, Maryland, and Virginia, 
to Holland, the Palatinate, and Switzerland, now 
come from the Western JStatcs and territories to tlie 
firmly-estahlishcd eaetern churches. Precisely the 
same touching motives exist to cause these cries 
and calls to he heard, and answered by jirompt and 
efficient help. 

To do the work which is due to tho scattered 
and destitute brethren of the same faith in the 
"West, just such a pioneering, exploring missionan* 
as Schlatter proved to be, is needed, to seek out 
the clusters of Keformed families in the new towns, 
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cities, and settlements — to organize and combino 
tlicm into congregations and charges — to ascertain 
the extent of their own ability to support the ordi- 

I. nances of the church among them, and to report 
the deficiency to the Board of Domestic Missions — 

ii> to suggest the appropriate man for any given place, 
and secure his settlement — and, with pen and 

^' voice, to lay open before the churches such infor- 

* mation in regard to the destitutions and wants of 

* the western field, as shall call forth the necostary 
help, in men and means, and sympatliy. This is 
precisely the way in which the churches in the 
Kastern States were established, sustained, and 
nuracd, over a century ago. Will any one say that 

if^ this great work could have been accomplished 
1' without the superintending missionary labors of 
^ Mr. Schlatter? Shall the lesson thus taught us by 
D^' the mother church go unheeded and unlearned, 
^[ wliile we continue to dhperse^ rather than concen- 
»" trate, our energies upon the western field, gather- 
ing comparatively little, and that by far too kIow a 
process ? 

We are not without liopo — and tliis lias cheored 
us through the toils of these iiages — that this 
truthful record of that great and gl(»ri()UH niinHionary 
work, which stands as a monument of honor to 
our ancestors, an<l has proved such an unbounded 
blessing to us, will serve, in some measure at least, 
to awaken increased interest in the great work of 
Home Missions. Will not the older congregations, 
who owe their very existence to its maternal rare 
and love, lay its touching lessons to heart, and 
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consider their debt of gratitude as in the presence 
of God ? If the low-lands of Holland, *' redeemed 
from the sea" — the down-trodden Palatinate, at 
the time weojiing under the cross — and the strait- 
ened brethren of Switzerland, as from the clefts of 
the rocks — could reach forth a helping hand across 
the rollinir Athmtic to their needy brethren in a 
new and distant world, shall the rich valleys of 
rennsylvanla, ilaryland, and Viri^inia, fail to follow 
their brethren to the Wotern States and territories 
of ourown land with sympathy and help? /reely we 
liave received, let us freely give ; remembering the 
words of the Lord Jesus : '* Inasmuch as ve liave 
done it unto one of the least of these my bretLren, 
ye have done it unto me." 

May gratituilc for the bles-sings which Iiave come 
to us from the past, and a view of the present 
presaing wants of the church, inspire many of our 
young men with a sa<^Ted enthu>iasm to consecrate 
themselves to CJod and the Chureli, in the ofiic*e of 
the holy ministry. JaI them take up the work 
which the fathers are compelled, by age anti in- 
firmity, to lay down ; an<i count it an honor, whicli 
an .iugel would receive with a thrill of grateful j«>y, 
to herald good tidingn, and publish peace: to Bay 
unto ZioUi Thy (iod reigneth! 



THE END. 
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